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Spring has now unwrapped the flowers, day is fast reviving, 
Life in all her growing powers towards the light is striving; 
All the world with beauty fills, gold and green enhancing; 

Flowers make glee among the hills, and set the meadows dancing. 
 

Through each wonder of fair days God himself expresses; 
Beauty follows all his ways, as the world he blesses; 

So, as he renews the earth, Artist without rival, 
In his grace of glad new birth we must seek revival. 

 
Praise the Maker, all ye saints; he with glory girt you, 

He who skies and meadows paints fashioned all with virtue; 
Praise him, seers, heroes, kings, heralds of perfection; 
Brothers, praise him, for he brings all to resurrection. 

 
As a child one of my favorite hymns of the Easter Season was “Spring Has Now Unwrapped the 
Flowers.” While many of the hymns of the season tell of the resurrection of Christ, the author of 
this hymn reflects upon the signs of the resurrection that are present in God’s creation itself.      
Indeed, spring reminds us of the message of Easter. It is a time to celebrate new life in many 
forms. 
 
The grass once brown during the harsh winter months begins to turn green once again. Crocuses, 

daffodils and tulips begin to spring up from the ground. The birds begin to return from their     
winter retreat.   

 
Spring is about new life. It is a powerful reminder that out of death and decay, new life 
emerges. This same gift of new life also springs forth in many areas of our lives. Out of 
the midst of trials and hardships, relationships find new life as couples, siblings, and 

parents and children renew once broken ties. Lives once void of any meaning awaken 
to find new purpose and energy for life. Out of hopelessness and despair God brings 
forth a new reason to live. The lost and the lonely find joy in the assurance of God’s 
presence. People overcome by the weight of sin find new birth. Those who grieve are 
reminded of God’s gift of resurrection.  
 
May we each experience the promise and the hope of new life this season offers. 
 
   Serving Christ with You, 

                     Doug 
     



 
Firelands District Youth Schedule 

 
 
 
April 23  2-4:30pm  District Youth Council Meeting—Elections 
         New London UMC, 58 E Main Street, New London 
 
June 9-11     Youth Annual Conference 
         Lakeside! 

2017 Camperships 
     This program is designed to give financial aid to our district youth so they may attend a United Methodist 
Summer Camp. Our goal is to provide assistance to as many youth as possible. This confidential application is to 
be completed by the parent/guardian who is an active member of a Firelands District Church and submitted by 
the pastor. You will be notified as to the amount awarded. Amount of financial aid is based on the number of   
applicants, available funds, and family needs. A check will be sent to the East Ohio Camps office to apply        
towards the child’s registration. 

 
Name: __________________________________________ Age: ______ Grade (Fall of 2017): ______ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ City: _____________________ Zip: __________ 
 
Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________ Email: ______________________________________________ 
 
Camp Attending: _________________________________  Event #: ___________________________  
 
Name of Event: ___________________________________ Dates: ____________________________  
 
Pastor’s Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
To be completed by the Pastor... 

Amount provided by local church: ___________   Additional hardship assistance requested: Yes  No 

Due: April 25, 2017 
Return Completed Form To: 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Unit 5  • Norwalk, OH 44857 

419-668-6115 • firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 



Is your church “Making A Difference”? Email us your story and it could show up in our next issue! 

Church is not Always in Church 
 

Several months ago I was attending our Sunday night small group at Mt. Carmel UMC in Clyde with about 30   
other people. We were focusing on “Lord, Change My Attitude” by James McDonald. God, being the wonderful 
God he is, started talking to me. “You know there are several people that could benefit by hearing this word.” I 
learned some time ago, when God lays something like this in your path, do not ignore it. 
 
Prayerfully I started calling and texting friends from work, other churches and neighbors about joining a small 
group at my house. To allow for the greatest ease for people with children, a sitter was hired to come during the 
group time and food was provided for the kids since group started at 6pm. There was also food and drinks for   
company since many people would just be leaving work. 
 
This was quite a group since there was no general connection except we were all women. Church and unchurched, 
young and not so young, children and childless, workmates and neighbors. Replies started arriving shortly and soon 
15 people were excited about joining the group. A few people had even asked if their friends could come join us—
great! 
 
Within a few weeks we had settled in to about 10 to 12 women each week at the group. During our group, we share 
our studies, plenty of food and our weekly struggles, but most importantly we share our hearts. We have each   
started bringing prayer requests to be lifted up during the rest of the week. There is no leader in the group, just 
openness among the group that has been a blessing to all. 
 
If you think that Sunday morning is the only place to seek the Lord you are wrong. God expects us to reach out all 
the time, leading people to salvation by being a Christ-like example. As you look around for friends that might  
never set foot in a church, think about opening your heart and your house to them. I did and God has rewarded me 
greatly with the joy of knowing these women. 
 

Marqueta Engle, West Hartland & Mt. Carmel UMCs 

     The United Methodist Historical Society of Ohio will hold its spring 2017 Convocation and Annual 
Meeting on April 22 at the Trinity United Methodist Church, 200 N. Summit St., Bowling Green, Ohio. 
The theme will be “Celebrating Women of Courage, Character, and Commitment in the United       
Methodist Church” and will include sessions of interest to local church historians. The Society            
encourages church historians, pastors, local churches, and other interested persons to join and attend 
this annual event. The UMHSO spring 2017 newsletter which includes a membership/registration form 
and a detailed schedule is at http://www.umhso.org/Newsletter-Winter 

Appointment Changes 
The following are expected to be appointed July 2, 2017.  

Brian Amstutz (Lafayette) to Faith in the Mid-Ohio District 
David Hull-Frye (Vermilion Grace) to Grandview in the Canal District 

Deb Quillen (Creston Canaan) to East Fairfield in the Mahoning Valley District 
Jeremy Roseberry to Lafayette and Spencer  

 
Retirements 

Lenore Robinson (10/1/17) 

http://www.umhso.org/Newsletter-Winter


Obituaries 
 
Diane Metzger, surviving spouse of Rev. Keith    
Metzger, died March 1, 2017. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Church of the Lakes UM. 
 
Merriel R. Burkhead, retired elder, died March 11, 
2017. Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Dorrine   
Burkhead, 800 S. 15th Street, #1514, Sebring, OH 
44672. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions are 
suggested to The Oaks Foundation at Copeland Oaks.   

April 24 

Dates & Deadlines 
 

 
April 1   District UMW @ Oberlin Rust 
April 4-6  Doug at Cabinet 
April 8   Lay Servant Training 
April 12  Sarah Out of Office 
April 14  District Office Closed 
April 17  Sarah Out of Office 
April 18  dCOM @ Norwalk First 
April 24  Compass Group Leader Mtg 
April 25-26  Doug at Cabinet 
April 27  Superintendency Meeting 
May 8-9  Sarah @ Admin Retreat 
May 8-9  Doug @ Cabinet 
May 16  Pastor Retreat 
May 29  District Office Closed 
May 30-31  Doug @ Cabinet 
 

Audits Due March 31 

Pastor Evaluations Due May 1 

District Office Closed May 8-9 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Christina LaLonde  April 5 
Lisa Morrison   April 30 
 
 
Christina & Paul LaLonde April 12 

Local Church  
News & Events 

Collins UMC has 21 choir robes free to  
whomever can use them. The robes are navy 
blue with optional collars/stoles that match the 
liturgical colors of the Christian year. They also 
have 20 newer green and ivory robes. Anyone 
interested can contact the church office at      
419-668-6203. 

Tiffin St. Paul’s has a stair lift chair to give 
away. The rail for the chair is 11 feet long and 
will cover 11 steps. Call the church at 419-447-
1743 if interested.  

Wellington First UMC is putting together an 
adult/teen local mission week for the last week 
of June, June 26 - 30 and they are looking for 
volunteers. If  anyone would like to participate 
please call the church office at 440-647-3263. 
They are looking for carpenters, cooks, painters, 
and prayers! 

DID YOU KNOW? Our district logo was designed by Jason Plumb, son of former 

Administrative Assistant Betty Plumb. After a few concepts, he came up with the new 
design as shown to the left. His synopsis: This logo started out purely by accident while 
resting my chin on my clasped hands. When I pulled my hands away from my chin I  
unclasped my fingers and put my hands together as if to pray. Upon further inspection 
of this position I noticed two strong forms. First, the negative space between my hands 
naturally took on the shape of a flame. The placement of the flame inside the hands  
carries a strong symbolic message. Secondly, the shape of my forearms take on the 
form of a book (Bible) or landscape. Surprisingly, only after illustrating this concept 
did another form take shape. The negative space below the arms/rolling landscape   
appear like a road leading to the praying hands/guiding light. 
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