
A couple of months ago my father passed along the news that one of my high school 
classmates had passed away. He had taken his own life after battling an addiction to  
opioids for the past couple of years. Another victim of the ever growing opioid          
epidemic. The list of the lives lost to this crisis is growing at an ever increasing rate.  
According to the Ohio Department of Health, in 2015, 3050 Ohioans died from opioid 
related overdoses, in 2016 that number increased to 4050.  

 
It is not just opioids that are destroying individual’s lives in Ohio. People are also   
struggling with addictions to cocaine, methamphetamines, and alcohol. This does not 
take into account the family members and friends of addicts whose lives have been 
harmed by their loved one’s battle with addiction.  

 
I have been talking to people and praying about how we collectively, as the 72 congregations that make up the   
Firelands District, might respond to this crisis. Are there things we can do to help decrease the possibility of     
someone ever using an illegal drug or misusing a prescribed medication? What services might we be able to offer to 
someone struggling with an addiction or to the members of their family? Are there ministries we could sponsor to 
provide support to people that have gone through treatment and are trying to get back on their feet again? 
 
I’m looking to put together a task group of people who are passionate about addressing this issue and/or               
professionals who have experience working with chemically dependent people. If you would be interested in    
working with me, please contact the district office. 
 
Hopeful About Providing a Better Tomorrow, 

   Pastor Doug 

Firelands Flame 
Firelands District Office • United Methodist Church • East Ohio Conference 

Rev. Doug Lewis, District Superintendent September 2017 

DISTRICT HAITI MISSION ENCOUNTER 
 
Two District Superintends of the Methodist Church of Haiti have contacted the East Ohio Conference          
requesting partners in ministry to support Methodist schools and other areas of need on their respective      
districts. I am looking for individuals who have a passion for missions that would be interested in planning a 
trip and traveling to Haiti to explore where churches on our district can partner with churches, classrooms 
and clinics in that developing nation. If you would like to take part in planning this trip and/or traveling to 
Haiti please contact the district office or email me at sjlewis62@hotmail.com.      

- Suzanne Lewis, Haitian Ministry Representative to Conference VIM   
 
If your congregation sent out a mission team in the US or internationally in 2017, please make sure you submit 
your VIM Report with your Omnibus Form for charge conference. The conference VIM Team is trying to make 
sure we know what every church in the conference is doing, so we can celebrate the many ways we are     
transforming people’s lives both in the United States and throughout the world.    

mailto:sjlewis62@hotmail.com


Saturday, September 16, 2017, 9:30am-12:30pm 

Norwalk First UMC 
60 W. Main Street, Norwalk, OH 44857 

Speaker: Kelly Brown 
 

District Pastors and Lay Servants are encouraged to attend this event. 

Pre-registration is required through the District Office. 

419-668-6115   firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
Cost is $10 at the door. 

Deadline to register is Wednesday, September 13 

 

Topics to be discussed 
 

Part 1: Foundations—This session will introduce your discipleship team to a core definition for 
discipleship, differentiate between discipleship and Christian Education, describe six dimensions of 
a life lived as a disciple, present a flow of moving disciples toward maturity, and introduce the   
Discipleship Growth Survey as a tool to support personal discovery and opportunities for            

congregational growth. 
 
Part 2: Movements—Differentiate between membership and discipleship, make observations 
about the movement toward maturity, identify catalysts for spiritual growth, explore the practices 
necessary to move a disciple toward maturity between each of the phases of development. 
 
Part 3: Discipleship a Contact Sport—Discipleship is not a one-size-fits-all but it does require a 
relational component. Explore a variety of discipling relationships, the value of each, and where 
each best fits in the discipleship process. 
 
Part 4: Equipping for Transformation (How do we support the Discipling Process)—Discover 
what types of relationships and educational support work best for supporting disciples in the     
various phases of development. Understand the five components every disciple needs to grow and 
how the church can help. 
 
Part 5: Building an Intentional Discipleship Process—Learning from the best in history,   
participants identify the key elements of a transformational discipleship process, identify strengths 

and gaps in their current context, and build a plan for moving forward. 



FIRELANDS 

DISTRICT  
EAST OHIO 

CONFERENCE  

Norwalk First UMC 

60 West Main St 

Norwalk, OH 

 Cost is $25. (Fee includes materials & lunch)  
 
 Please bring a Bible, notebook, & pencil. 
 
 Written personal reflection will be required to    

fulfill the necessary number of course hours. 

For more information contact:  

Sue Denham 

District Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

Phone:  (440-355-6224)  

Email: jamesdenham@windstream.net  

Book: 

“Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course”     

by Sandy Jackson 
 

**Book will be sent upon receipt of registration. 
 
Presenters: Lay Servant Ministries Team 

BASIC COURSE 

Books: 

“Leading Worship”              by Taylor Burton-Edwards  

“Worshiping with United Methodists”      by Hoyt L. Hickman 
 

**Homework and books will be  

sent upon receipt of registration.  
 
Presenters: Revs. Derek Kubilus & Andrew Scott 

 

ADVANCED COURSE—LEADING WORSHIP 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Firelands District 2017 Lay Servant Training Registration  
 

Name:___________________________________________             Church:___________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:____________________________________    City:__________________    Zip:________ 

 

Phone:__________________________      Email:_________________________________________________ 

 

Course: Basic ____  OR  Advanced ____     Please list any dietary restrictions/allergies: ____________ 

 

Enclose check payable to Firelands District for $25.  

Mail  registration to:  Firelands District  UMC, 3 Stower Lane, Unit 5, Norwalk OH 44857  

Please register by October 20; following this date books will not be mailed.  



September 17 2-4pm  
Business Meeting 
Norwalk First UMC 
60 W Main Street, Norwalk 
 
October 28  6-9pm  
District Youth Gathering   
Sauer’s Family Farm 
260 Twp Rd 1601, Greenwich 
 
November 11 2-4:30pm  
Project Feed 
Newcomerstown Middle School 
325 W State St, Newcomerstown 
 
November 12 2-4:30pm  
Project Feed 
Wadsworth Middle School 
150 Silvercreek Rd, Wadsworth 
 
January 7  2-4pm  
Business Meeting 
Location TBD 
 
February 9-10 9pm-6am  
District Lock-In 
Ernsthausen Recreation Center 
100 Republic St, Norwalk 
 
March 18  2-4pm  
Business Meeting 
Location TBD 
 
April 27-28  8pm-9:30am 
Cardboard City 
Flat Rock Care Center 
7353 N Co Rd 29, Flat Rock 
 
May     
Camping & Fun 
Location TBD 
                                                                        

District Youth Council  
Introducing: 

"Coin-a-Palooza" 
 
Instead of just collecting coins at YAC, each district will have a 
collection container at ALL district events (Charge Conferences, 
District Trainings, DYC events, etc.). Change will be collected, 
cashed in at a bank, and then sent to the Conference office. 
 
              The conference will keep track of district contributions        
                on the YSF website throughout the year to create 
                  friendly competition. The last contributions will be  
                            accepted Saturday before noon at YAC, with  
                                      the winning district announced Saturday   
                                       evening.   
 



Instructions for the 2017 Charge Conference Season  
 

The purpose of the Charge Conference is for each local church to annually assess its health and effectiveness in making and 
maturing disciples, and to chart the intended course for the coming year. We hope that you look at these forms as opportunities 

to tell your church’s story of ministry and mission. In order for all covenant partners at district and conference levels to  
systematically assess the health of our corporate mission and ministry, the forms are standardized among the districts. 

 

Forms 

Charge Conference Forms and Schedules are available on the district website (www.eocumc.com/firelands) as PDF    
Fill-Ins. Word Forms and paper copies may also be requested by contacting the district office.  

 
 

PPR CONSULTATION (to be filled out by PPR with clergy) 
    2017 LCPA Local Church Profile – Submit one week prior to DS consult 

    LCPL- Local Church Long Term Information (Should be updated every 3 years or when needed.)  
 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
  Omnibus   

The omnibus form, as agenda/minutes for Church Conference voting, is required by Discipline  
and must be submitted to the District Superintendent two weeks before your Conference. 

 Pastor and Lay Leader written report of the year 
 Goals and strategies for the coming year 
 Parsonage Inspection—to be completed annually for pastor occupied OR rental property 
 Copies of the current budget and current month's financial report 

 
  2018 Compensation Forms  

By Discipline the Pastor Compensation Forms require church conference vote. 
 2018 Church Pastor Compensation Report 
 2018 Worksheet for Pension/Disability Calculations (only applicable if FE/AM/PE/FL or PL75%) 
 Clergy Housing Exclusion Resolution for Parsonage/No Parsonage 
 Before-Tax and After-Tax Contributions Agreement 
 (Send to General Board of Pension & Health Benefits ONLY if there are changes) 

 
 Lay Servant Form    

To be completed by ALL lay servants and signed by pastor.  
Lay Servants must attend training every 3 years to maintain certification. 

 

OTHER FORMS DUE DECEMBER 1, 2017 
    2018 Financial estimate/Budget  
 

**If you have any questions, please contact Sarah at the District Office and she will be 
more than happy to assist you. firelandsdistrict@gmail.com  OR 419-668-6115 

Firelands District United Methodist Women 
 
Human Trafficking is raging throughout our nation and the world. The keynote speaker at the fall district meeting of 
the United Methodist Women will talk about legislation that helps to ban that horrific crime. Another speaker will 
describe rescue missions to take enslaved victims out of the trafficked situation. This promises to be an interesting 
day! 
 
Norwalk First UMC is the host church for this morning and luncheon meeting on September 30. Cost is $7.         
Registration begins at 8:30am. Send your check to Registrar Nancy Hoffecker, 2327 New State Rd, Norwalk, OH 
44857. Contact her at hoffeckern@yahoo.com or 419-668-1242 with questions. 
 
EVERYONE is invited to attend this informative event. And for some fun, bring a neck scarf or head scarf and we 
will do a “swap” during the lunch time. 

http://www.eocumc.com/firelands/


The Importance of Sabbath and Renewal Leave 
 
Paragraph 351 of the United Methodist Book of Discipline reads: “Throughout their careers, clergy shall engage in 
continuing education for ministry, professional development, and spiritual formation and growth in order to lead the 
church in fulfilling the mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ. This shall include carefully developed personal 
programs of study augmented periodically by involvement in organized educational and spiritual growth activities. A 
clergy member's continuing education and spiritual growth program should include such leaves at least one week each 
year and at least one month during one year of every quadrennium (four-year period). Such leaves shall not be        
considered as part of the ministers' vacations…” 
 
Last fall I spoke with our District Superintendent Rev. Doug Lewis about taking a time of renewal/education leave as I 
have been serving Chatham Community Federated Church for more than five and a half years. He wholeheartedly   
encouraged me and spoke with the Pastoral Relations Committee about it. In May, the PRC approved a 19-day leave, 
which included two Sundays. The Board of Administrators also added their stamp of approval. I wanted to share with 
you one way a renewal leave might look, hoping to encourage your own exploration and growth. 
 
I spent parts of two days doing mission work—weeding and doing trash pick-up. These simple tasks opened me to 
hear God’s voice in the mundane.   
 
My husband and I began a journey to explore historic churches and monasteries. We started with a driving tour of the 
historic churches in downtown Louisville, KY before heading to the Abbey of Gethsemane. This is where Thomas 
Merton spent a great deal of his contemplative life. I was struck with the etching above one of the gardens which read, 
“God alone,” and that became my theme for prayer and meditation on the journey. “For God alone my soul waits in 
silence” (Ps. 62:1a). 
 
We drove down to Scarritt Bennett in Nashville and also looked at Vanderbilt University, both located close to UM 
agencies. While in Nashville we went to the Parthenon in Centennial Park—a lovely place which was originally built 
for Tennessee's 1897 Centennial Exposition. 
 
The next morning found us heading to the Smokey Mountains. We stopped in one of the places that said “Quiet   
Walkways”. We didn’t walk very far, but it was genuinely quiet and peaceful. “For God alone my soul waits in       
silence”. A light rain added to our experience. 
 
Other stops included Lake Junaluska, North Carolina’s equivalent of Lakeside and Mepkin Monastery in South      
Carolina where we were able to “sit” in an awesome meditation room. On to Charleston and then to Savannah where 
we experienced the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist and the Wesley Monumental Methodist Church, both fabulous 
historic structures. 
 
On to St. Augustine to visit the oldest Catholic Church in Florida—Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine, and also the 
old mission site Nombre de Dios. And we climbed the 219 steps to the top of the St. Augustine Lighthouse! We      
arrived in Miami to meet tropical depression Emily which left 10 or more inches of rain in the streets the day we     
arrived. That, too, was an experience! 
 
Finally we left our rental car behind and hopped on a plane to Grand Cayman where my son now lives. We spent four 
days helping him get settled, relaxing and just being, doing our daily devotions and soaking up sun. When we returned 
to Ohio, we still had a few days, and so I spent that time reading a book on Professional Sexual  Ethics. 
 
One thing I wish I would have done differently is end leave on Sunday. When we returned, there was still the tasks of 
preparing the worship service, bulletin, and sermon for Sunday, which took away from some of the re-entry leave    
experience. 
 
I hope that you will consider good self care and talk with Rev. Lewis and your SPRC to plan a time of renewal in the 
future. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Patty Humphress 
 
 





Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Doug Winner   September 11 
Luigi Perez   September 14 
Greg Sellers   September 15 
David Clarke   September 16 
Pat Schneider   September 21 
Robin Dillon   September 23 
Matt Garrabrant   September 24 
Doug Lewis   September 27 
 
 
Howard & Patty Humphress September 4 
Randy & Erin Porter  September 11 
Jeremy & Carin Roseberry September 22 

Obituaries 
 
Linda Bragg, spouse of Wilbur T. Bragg, retired local 
pastor, died July 18, 2017. Memorial contributions 
may be made Hospice of Guernsey Inc., PO Box 1165, 
Cambridge, OH 43725. Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.thorn-blackfuneralhomes.com. 
 
Joseph E. Sopher, retired associate, died August 1, 
2017. Memorial contributions may be made to      
Chesterville UMC, Harmony Chapel UMC in Mount 
Gilead, Seybert UMC Bellevue, or to Epworth UMC in 
Marion. Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Laura      
Sopher, 5015 Marion Upper Sandusky Road, Marion, 
OH 43302-9730. 

Dates & Deadlines 
 

 
September 4  District Office Closed 
September 11  District UMW 
September 11-13 Doug @ Cabinet 
September 13  Lay Servant Committee 10am 
September 16  Membership-Discipleship 
September 30  District UMW Fall Meeting 
October 9-10  Sarah on Vacation 
October 10-12  Doug @ Cabinet 

Save the Date 
Clergy Fall for All Retreat 
November 13-15, 2017 

 

Clergy Spouse Retreat 
November 17-18, 2017 

Upward Sports of Southwest Medina County 
is sponsored by LeRoy and Lafayette UMCs.    
Practices and games are held at Lafayette UMC, 
6201 Lafayette Rd, Medina. All students in 
Grades 1 – 6 are invited. Registration for the 
2017-2018 basketball and cheerleading season 
will begin soon. Practices will begin on Thursday  
evenings in December and games will be held 
each Saturday in January and February. For 
more information, contact Rev. Robin Dillon at 
LeRoy UMC at 330-887-5069.  

Local Church  
News & Events 

Chippewa Church at the Lake UM will have 
their Rally Day 2017 Sunday, September 17. 
Breakfast and fellowship will begin at 9:30am 
with worship to follow at 10:30am. Earl Musick, 
cartoonist/speaker/comedian will be the special 
guest. Come as you are and enjoy this       
wonderful morning of food, fun, fellowship, and 
worship! A love offering will be received to help 
support Earl’s ministry. 7824 Lake Road,   
Chippewa Lake, OH 44215 

New Haven UMC will have a healing service 
Sunday, September 24 at 6pm. 2644 Prairie St, 
New Haven, OH 44850 

Lafayette UMC will host a pig roast to     
benefit 2018 Youth Mission Trips September 
30 from 5-7pm. A dessert auction will take 
place at 6pm. Tickets: $8 adults or $5 children 
(ages 2-10). Tickets may be purchased from 
Lafayette, LeRoy, Lodi, Wellington, or West 
Salem UMCs or by calling 330-725-6176.  

The SPRC of Edison Memorial UMC is taking applications 
for a church secretary. This is an hourly position and      
averages nine hours per week. A job description is available 
upon request. Please submit a letter of interest and resume 
to Pastor Dale and SPRC at MilanOhioUMC@frontier.com  

http://www.thorn-blackfuneralhomes.com/
mailto:MilanOhioUMC@frontier.com


Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
www.eocumc.org/firelands 


