
 
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they 
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. – Matthew 28:5-8 

 
When was the last time you heard such exciting news that you took off running? In our day and 
age we’re far more likely to call someone, send out an email, post something on Facebook or 
send out a Tweet when we receive good news than we are to break into a run. But in the first 
century, the quickest way Mary Magdalene and the other Mary had to spread the exciting news 
of Jesus’ resurrection was to run and tell.  
 

As much as I use the telephone, emails, texting and Facebook to convey news, there is still something to be said about the 
value of a face to face encounter. Beyond skyping, the only way to capture someone’s facial expressions is through a   
personal encounter. Imagine the two Mary’s returning to the disciples, out of breath, their faces are filled with excitement. 
Can you imagine the two of them trying to get the exciting news of Christ’s resurrection out between gasps for air. That is 
something a tweet or text just isn’t going to capture. 
 
I think the same can be said about our attempts to share the good news of the resurrected Christ with those who need to 
hear it. I was looking at Facebook the other day and saw a post from the East Fairfield United Methodist Church, located 
on the Mahoning Valley District. The congregation had hosted a Saturday morning event that included breakfast, a visit 
with the Easter Bunny, hearing the Easter Story and an Easter egg hunt. I need to add, the children heard the Easter Story 
three times. They heard someone read the story, they did an activity based on the story where they received an Easter egg 
with a small figurine of Jesus inside the egg, and they did a craft based on the story. Talk about reinforcing a message. 
 
One of the outreach ministries of the East Fairfield Congregation is a program called Heroes and Halos. It is a ministry 
that serves children with disabilities and their families. While this is a ministry of the church, none of the families that 
take part in this ministry are members of the East Fairfield Church or attend worship there. Many of the families in the 
program have been part of other congregations where they have been told not to come back because their child was     
disruptive to the church!  
 
A seven-year-old boy from the Heroes and Halos group, who had been in an accident that resulted in permanent brain 
damage, was present at the Easter egg hunt. For some time the young boy had been asking his mother some deep       
questions. “Is God real? Is Jesus with me all of the time?” When the child heard the Easter Story and received the plastic 
egg with a figurine of Jesus in it, he exclaimed, “Now I can keep Jesus with me all of the time. Now I know that Jesus is 
with me.”          
 
When the congregation runs out of the doors of the church building; when we venture out into the community because we 
have life transforming news to share, great things happen. Had it not been for an outreach ministry like Heroes and Halos, 
I don’t think this encounter would have happened. Had it not been for an outreach ministry that featured breakfast, a visit 
with the Easter Bunny, an egg hunt and hearing the Easter Story, I don’t think this seven-year-olds questions would have 
been answered.  
 
When the church is so excited about the good news of the gospel - of the healing, purpose giving, life transforming power 
of Christ - we will bust down the doors to reach out and share this news with those who need to experience it most.        
 
Serving Christ with You, 

    Pastor Doug 

Firelands Flame 
Firelands District Office • United Methodist Church • East Ohio Conference 

Rev. Doug Lewis, District Superintendent April 2018 



Early Response Team 
 
Are you interested in helping people in need within your community? The Firelands District is in need of people   
willing to volunteer to help out with an Early Response Team (ERT). The purpose of the ERT teams of The United 
Methodist Church is not to lead Disaster Response efforts, but to assist as we are able, depending on the gifts and 
skills of the persons on our teams, and to provide emotional and spiritual support as an outgrowth of our discipleship. 
If you feel a calling to help others in their time of need, or to get more information please contact me. 
 
Dennis Dendinger 
419-357-5898 or email at dc3boys@hotmail.com and put ERT in the subject line. 

Annual 
Conference  

 

June 11-14 
 
 
 
The Annual Conference 2018 website is now live. Visit www.eocumc.com/eoac18/index.html for information, 
schedules, and registration. 
 
The 49th session of Annual Conference will be the second year of our quadrennial theme Bearing Fruit that Lasts: 
Called, Committed, Connected. When we gather at Lakeside Chautauqua June 11-14, we will explore what it 
means to be called and equipped as followers of Jesus Christ.  
 
The words of John 15:13-17 (CEB), the concluding  verses of our quadrennial Scripture passage, John 15:1-17, will 
guide our worship services. Rev. Kimberly Arbaugh (Ohio Valley District), the Rev. Chip Freed (North Coast    
District), and the Rev. Becky Weamer (Mid-Ohio District) are the morning preachers. 
 
NOTE THE NEW TIMES this year for both the Service of Commemoration and Holy Communion (Mon., 
June 11 @ 10:00 a.m.) and the Service of Commissioning and Ordination (Wed., June 13 @ 4:30 p.m.).    
Bishop Malone is the preacher for each service. She will also offer reflections at the Celebration of Retirement 
(Mon., June 11 @ 7:30 pm).  
 
Annual Conference business sessions will reinforce our East Ohio Conference ministry vision, shared by Bishop 
Tracy S. Malone in a downloadable video http://www.eocumc.com/about_us/welcome.html. 
 
Rev. Dr. Joseph W. Daniels, Jr. of the Baltimore-Washington Conference is the keynote speaker for our Shared 
Learning Session on Thursday, June 14.   
 
REMINDER THAT THE CLERGY EXECUTIVE SESSION IS MAY 30 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the  
Hoover-Price Campus Center, The University of Mount Union in Alliance. All clergy are expected to participate in 
the day of strengthening our covenant together. Dr. Alan Kolp is the keynote speaker. You must register online in 
advance. Registration information may be found on the Annual Conference website. 

http://www.eocumc.com/eoac18/index.html
http://www.eocumc.com/about_us/welcome.html


Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Christina LaLonde  April 5 
Marilyn Coney   April 26 
 
 
 
Paul & Christina LaLonde April 12 
Jarrod & Casey Roelle  April 22 

Obituaries 
Sonia M. Hardman, spouse of John D. Hardman, RE, 
died March 4, 2018. In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Hubbard Hospice House, 1001 Curtis Price 
Way, Charleston, WV 25311 or the Memorial Fund at 
Epworth United Methodist Church, Ripley, 
WV.   Condolences may be sent to Rev. Dr. John D. 
Hardman, 90 S. Buck Ridge, Reedy, WV 25270. 
 
Mary Louise Rogers, retired local pastor, died March 
11, 2018. Condolences may be sent to Donald and 
Marilyn Rogers, 58379 Vocational Road, Senecaville, 
OH 43780. 
 
Budd L. Sprague, retired elder, died March 18, 2018. 
The family suggests memorial donations be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or stjude.org/memorial. 
Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Carole Sprague, 
5200 Parkhaven Ave NE, Canton, OH 44705-3158. 
 
Betty Jane Immelt, surviving spouse of Rev. Robert J. 
Immelt, died March 26, 2018. You may share an online 
condolence at www.ccgfuneralhome.com. Donations 
may be made to Hospice of MV, PO Box 1748,    
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568. 

Dates & Deadlines 
 

March 31-April 6—Office Closed 

April 10—Retired Clergy Brunch 

April 28—Lay Servant Training 

May 1—Pastor Assessment Due 

May 15—Clergy Retreat 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ccgfuneralhome.com/obit/betty-jane-immelt
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