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Firelands District 

Leadership Training 
Incorporating Annual Spring District Conference 

WORKSHOPS TO INCLUDE THE 4 AREAS OF FOCUS: 
 

Engaging in Ministry With the Poor 

Improving Global Health 

Developing Principled Christian Leaders 

Creating New and Renewed Congregations 
 

Norwalk First UMC 

Guest speaker: Bishop Tracy S. Malone 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 

8:30am-12:30pm 

Brochure & Registration Inside! 





District  
Youth  
Council  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
 
February 9-10 9pm-6am  
District Lock-In 
Ernsthausen Recreation Center 
100 Republic St, Norwalk 
 
March 11  2-4pm  
Business Meeting 
Norwalk First 
60 W Main St, Norwalk 
 
May 4-5  8pm  
Race at the Rock 
Flat Rock Care Center 
7353 N Co Rd 29, Flat Rock 

The EOC Way Forward design team developed a process for having intentional, meaningful conference-
wide conversations about our identity, purpose, and mission as a Church as we think about the challenges 
that our differences around human sexuality present us at this time in The United Methodist Church. All 
clergy and laity are invited, and encouraged, to participate in any of the following Conversations on a 
Way Forward hosted at these EOC churches: 

 
10 a.m. - Feb. 3 @ Thoburn  
2 p.m. - Feb. 4 @ Willard First  
6 p.m. -Feb. 5 @ Lakewood  
2 p.m. - Feb. 25 @ Newcomerstown 
9 a.m. - Mar. 3 @ Church of the Lakes 
6 p.m. - Mar. 8 @ Delaware Asbury 
9 a.m. - Mar. 10 @ Fredericktown 

 
Registration is required for each conversation location. Registration and information may be found at www.eocumc.com. 

     The United Methodist Historical Society of  
Ohio (UMHSO) will meet at the Canal Lewisville 
UMC (198 E. Church St., Coshocton 43812) on 
Saturday, April 21, 2018, with the theme, 
“Crossroads of  Ohio Methodism.” The Annual 
Meeting and Convocation, usually alternating     
between East and West Ohio Conference sites, 
brings together UMHSO members (local church 
historians, pastors, and others) to share historical 
preservation and exhibition resources, ministry  
ideas for local church anniversary celebrations, and 
good Christian fellowship. This year’s event, in the 
Three Rivers District, also includes optional Friday 
PM visits to local historical sites, with a block of  
rooms available for those staying in Coshocton  
Friday night.  
 
     Further information and a full schedule for the 
Convocation will be out in March in the official 
UMHSO semi-annual newsletter. Historians and 
others who are interested in membership may   
contact Ed Duling as listed below or visit 
www.umhso.org.  
 
Dr. Ed Duling, UMHSO President  
8 Mackenzie Ct. 
Bowling Green, OH 43402-4543 
(419) 353-9273 
ebd2140@aol.com 

"Coin-a-Palooza" 
 

Bring your coins  

to Spring District      
Conference in support  

of Youth Service Fund! 
 
               

http://www.eocumc.com/gc/index.html
http://www.umhso.org/Membership%20Form


     "Spiritual direction is the historic practice of sacred, one-on-one conversation that nurtures awareness of and       

response to God’s presence in your everyday life. As companions on the journey of faith, a trained   spiritual director 

and their directee turn their attention toward the presence of God, the ultimate spiritual director of our lives. A      

spiritual director does not offer solutions to problems, but rather helps the directee to nurture spiritual practices that 

are most meaningful to them as they work toward a more balanced and meaningful spiritual life. Folks often meet on 

a monthly basis with their spiritual director, although more frequent meetings are possible. In order to learn more 

about spiritual direction in East Ohio (including a listing of Certified Spiritual Directors), check out the East Ohio   

Pastoral Care tab on the EOC web page. Or, to learn more about spiritual direction in general, check out the web page 

for Spiritual Directors International.”                   Bishop Tracy S. Malone 

     The Communications office of the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church 

seeks a self-starting individual with excellent written and oral skills to join the team 

as Communications Specialist. For this and other job openings visit www.eocumc.com/classified. 

Guest Readiness Seminars 
 
February 16th at Berea UMC | 170 Seminary Street | Berea, OH 44017 | 9am-3pm 
 
February 17th at Massillon First | 301 Lincoln Way E. | Massillon, OH 44646 | 9am-3pm 
    

It’s been said that every church wants to grow. If that statement is true, are we really poised for it in the way we treat 
and attend to our new visitors? While you might not think it, guest readiness is one of the most important issues facing 
the church today. Without really meaning to, the majority of churches are blind to the things that visitors consider when 
deciding whether or not to return for future visits.  
 
No matter how good/powerful worship is, it’s only half of the battle. Insider language, unspoken rituals, confusing  
signage and unpreparedness are all huge factors in why visitors don’t come back to participate in our faith communities. 
Like going to a restaurant for a meal – even when the food is spectacular – if the experience surrounding the meal is 
bad, patrons are unlikely to return. It simply doesn’t have to be that way! 
 
Join nationally known worship coach and author Jason Moore as he shares lessons learned from years of providing 
“secret worship consultations” in churches large and small. Jason will help your church identify what the 5 most    
pressing issues for new visitors and how to address them with easy-to-implement ideas and systematic steps. 
 
5 Things will include instruction on how to develop and train a more intentional/welcoming hospitality team, how/
why to develop a formal child check-in procedure, how to conduct a signage audit, and what to do with your existing 
space. All of these things and so much more will help you recognize the things that you may have been missing for 
years. 
 
Bring your whole team for an experience filled with laughter, fun and practical learnings. Come ready to engage in 
hands-on role playing exercises, work to improve visitor conversations, move from transactional to relational            
interactions and even learn how to secret worship at partner churches. 

 
Register online today: 
 
February 16th @ Berea: https://tinyurl.com/ReadinessSeminarFeb16 
 
February 17th @ Massillon First: https://tinyurl.com/ReadinessSeminarFeb17  

http://www.eocumc.com/classified/index.html
https://tinyurl.com/ReadinessSeminarFeb16
https://tinyurl.com/ReadinessSeminarFeb17


Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Pamela Sayre   February 1 
Diane Bell    February 17 
Sarah Christophel   February 19 
Justin Jump   February 26 
 
 
Jack & Rainy Gessic  February 1 
Ted & Cathy Austin  February 4 
Gary & Kay Hicks  February 11 
Josh & Eileen Arrington  February 11 
Tim & Theresa Carter  February 13 
Bob & Karen James  February 26 

Obituaries 
Roseann Martin, spouse of Rev. Eric Martin and   
retired local pastor, died November 22, 2017.         
Memorial contributions may be made to the Ottawa 
County Domestic Victims Fund. 
 
George E. Bailey, retired elder, died December 5, 
2017. Memorial contributions may be made to       
Wesleyan Senior Living Foundation, 807 West        
Avenue, Elyria 44035. Condolences may be sent to 
Mrs. Betty Bailey, 807 West Avenue, Elyria, OH 
44035-9200.  
 
Alva W. Taylor, retired elder, died December 12, 
2017. Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Evelyn Taylor, 
803 West Avenue, Apt. 6404, Elyria, OH 44035-5944. 
 
William G. Alvey, retired elder, died December 17, 
2017. Condolences may be made at 
www.behmfuneral.com. 
 
Ruth Katherine McElroy, surviving spouse of H. 
Dean McElroy, died January 19, 2018. Contributions 
may be directed towards West Lafayette United   
Methodist Church, 120 West Union Avenue, West 
Lafayette, OH 43845. Condolences may be made 
online at www.themillerfuneralhome.com.  
 
 
Martha Jennings, surviving spouse of Allen C.      
Jennings, died January 22, 2018. Memorial donations 
may be made to the Allen and Martha Jennings        
Endowed Scholarship at Advancement Services,      
Otterbein University, and sent to Lucas-Batton Funeral 
Home, 476 S. Sandusky Ave., Upper Sandusky, OH 
43351. Condolences may be made online 
at www.lucasbatton.com. 

Dates & Deadlines 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Advanced Lay Servant Training 

April 28, 2018 
-Norwalk First UMC- 

 

Audits are due March 31.  
 

Year-End Reports are now past due 
and must be submitted immediately. 

Local Church  
News & Events 

LaGrange UMC is hosting an information 
session on the changes to Medicare/Medicaid 
and Social Security on February 28 at 6:30pm. 
This is a free event presented by Keystone 
Pointe Health and Rehabilitation and is open to 
anyone. While not necessary, an RSVP is      
appreciated so that plenty of materials are   
available that evening. You may RSVP to Staci 
at lagrangeunitedmethodist@gmail.com or 440-
355-4561. 
 
Columbus Avenue UMC has 19 choir robes 
and 20 stoles in a dark green color available at 
no charge to a church that can use them. You 
just need to pick them up or pay shipping costs. 
If interested, please contact Carly Rogers at 419
-625-7663. 

Dear Friends of the Firelands District, 
 

     Suzanne and I want to thank you for     
remembering our family at Christmas with 
your very generous gift. We are truly            
appreciative for the love and care that you 
have poured out upon us. May God continue 
to bless our ministry together. 
 

Blessings, 
Doug and Suzanne 

http://www.behmfuneral.com/
http://www.themillerfuneralhome.com/notices/Ruth-McElroy/guest-book
http://www.lucasbatton.com/
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