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Annual
Conference
June 11-14
The Annual Conference 2018 website is now live. Visit www.eocumc.com/eoac18/index.html for information,
schedules, and registration.
The 49th session of Annual Conference will be the second year of our quadrennial theme Bearing Fruit that Lasts:
Called, Committed, Connected. When we gather at Lakeside Chautauqua June 11-14, we will explor e what it
means to be called and equipped as followers of Jesus Christ.
The words of John 15:13-17 (CEB), the concluding verses of our quadrennial Scripture passage, John 15:1-17, will
guide our worship services. Rev. Kimberly Arbaugh (Ohio Valley District), the Rev. Chip Freed (North Coast
District), and the Rev. Becky Weamer (Mid-Ohio District) are the morning preachers.
NOTE THE NEW TIMES this year for both the Service of Commemoration and Holy Communion (Mon.,
June 11 @ 10:00 a.m.) and the Service of Commissioning and Ordination (Wed., June 13 @ 4:30 p.m.).
Bishop Malone is the preacher for each service. She will also offer reflections at the Celebration of Retirement
(Mon., June 11 @ 7:30 pm).

Annual Conference business sessions will reinforce our East Ohio Conference ministry vision, shared by Bishop
Tracy S. Malone in a downloadable video http://www.eocumc.com/about_us/welcome.html.
Rev. Dr. Joseph W. Daniels, Jr. of the Baltimore-Washington Conference is the keynote speaker for our Shared
Learning Session on Thursday, June 14.
REMINDER THAT THE CLERGY EXECUTIVE SESSION IS MAY 30 fr om 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the
Hoover-Price Campus Center, The University of Mount Union in Alliance. All clergy are expected to participate in
the day of strengthening our covenant together. Dr. Alan Kolp is the keynote speaker. You must register online in
advance. Registration information may be found on the Annual Conference website.

Firelands District Gathering
The Firelands District Gathering at Annual Conference will take
place Monday, June 11, 11:30am-1:00pm in Wesley Lodge North.
The Gathering is open to all clergy (past & present), laity, and
family members attending Annual Conference. Lunch will be a
taco bar with fresh fruit appetizer. This is a free event, but we do
request registration at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/firelandsdistrict-gathering-tickets-45111425488.

Retired Clergy Brunch
On Tuesday, April 10 the District
Superintendency Committee held a brunch
for the Firelands District retired clergy.
Seven pastors attended the event, and
shared stories about God’s grace active in
their lives in their ministry and still today.
Barbara Stephens-Rich shared that when
her dad passed away she had to commute
back and forth to New Jersey to manage
his estate. Even though she did not know
them, the people from her dad’s church
helped her and brought meals, filling her
with peace in the midst of trials. In addition,
the local trash collectors took everything
Barbara took to the curb, week after week.
They were filled with mercy, grace, and
compassion.

District Retirees enjoy the Retired Clergy Brunch.

Bob Ludwig shared how he went through a personal difficult time fifteen years into his ministry. He
was graced with help from his district superintendent Don Leffler, in addition to Sam Slack at the
pastoral care office. The congregation showed Bob grace time and again as he worked through his
emotions.
Bill McFadden told us how his ministry would not be complete without the support and grace of his
wife, who has uplifted him for 61 years. “It’s important to have someone close in the church so that
someone will tell you what you need to hear, whether you want to hear it or not,” Bill advised. He
added they now have a Vietnamese granddaughter named Grace.
Clark Hogue remembered how, when he retired, he and his wife Pat told his mom they were going to
move back to the farm. She quickly decided where she would live, until he told her firmly, “No, mother,
we are coming to live with you.” When she became quite ill, he and Pat were able to care for her, and
miraculously she recovered for some years. Clark also credited his wife for her grace with his ministry.
Gary Olin said in his years of ministry, he equated grace and surprise together. “What I learned in
ministry was you just have to wait and allow God to surprise you. I became suspicious of people who
wanted to plan their future too carefully.” He prayed frequently and was often surprised by God’s
grace. “Do your best, but you might not get the answer right now,” he said. Gary added he was so
blessed to have the cabinet and colleagues help him as his wife was dying.
Gary added that in 1968, when the Methodists merged with the EUB, the world was on fire. 168 cities
were burning. Northern Ireland was in turmoil. Yet the Methodist denomination made a witness to
unity. Then he asked, “Will grace work for us now in such a way, or are we going to join the
divisiveness of the culture?”
The Superintendency Committee was graced by being able to host this event and hear stories of how
God was and is active in the lives of our retired clergy.
*All comments were shared with permission by the clergy.

EXPLORE
Ohio Wesleyan University, in partnership with the Lilly Endowment,
Inc., will be holding a week long Theology Institute for Protestant
and Catholic youth who are rising high school junior and seniors.

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
5/2
5/5
5/6
5/7

Jonathan Williams
Paul Wilson
Rick Dawson
Marshall Crawford
Dan & Karen Hollingsworth
5/20 Tim McCollum
5/25 David & Jane-Ann Clarke
William & Vickie Baker
5/31 Zach & Allison LeBrun

This institute is called EXPLORE: Faith, Service, and Calling and
will be held June 10-17, 2018. During this week, the students will
be engaged in the classroom, serving in the community, and
participating in worship and reflection.
Visit owu.edu/explore for more information and
the application/recommendation forms.

Obituaries
4/20/18 Donald W. Fairchild

Dates & Deadlines

Melmore UMC has an organ
that is no longer in use they
would like to give away to
whomever can come and haul
it away.

May 1—Pastor Assessments Due
May 7—District UMW
May 8-9—District Office Closed
May 15—Clergy Retreat
May 22-24—DS @ Cabinet
May 28—District Office Closed

It was manufactured in 1984
and was purchased at an
estate sale. It does have foot
pedals and a bench (which
needs repaired).
If interested please contact Pastor Amy
avittorio@northcentralacademy.org.

Vittorio at:

Help Wanted
LaGrange UMC is hiring! We are
looking for a part-time (8 hr/wk)
custodian to help maintain our
building. Starting pay is $9/hr. For
an application, email Staci at
lagrangeunitedmethodist@gmail.com

or call 440.355.4561 and leave
your name, phone number, and
email address.

The Firelands District Office is in need of a representative for the
Conference Commission on Archives and History.
The position consists of the following:




2 meetings per year—spring & fall. These usually take place in
North Canton or Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware
Transportation of historical documents of closed churches to
the archive center at Ohio Wesleyan
An occasional newsletter article regarding history of the UMC
in the Firelands District

If you are interested in this position please contact the district
office via email or phone call.

Firelands District Office UMC
East Ohio Conference
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5
Norwalk, Ohio 44857
419.668.6115
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com
www.eocumc.org/firelands

