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The Big Joke 
 

God has such a sense of humor.  
  

No district superintendent had heard me preach in my 11 years of full time ministry, 
but I was unfazed when Rev. Ed Peterson showed up one Sunday.   “It’s nothing to 
worry about,” I told my members on the way out of worship.  “DS’s do secret  
shopper visits all the time.  I’m not getting scouted for a new appointment.”  I was 
for once following the lectionary and had preached on Jesus calling the disciples; 
about how sometimes God calls you to places and  people you don’t expect.  That 
afternoon, Bishop Malone called me to talk about becoming a DS.  When the shock 

eventually cleared, I thought, “Oh, God, you have such a sense of humor!” 
 

Some of my plans I had to let go of as I adapted to God’s plan included the preaching for this Lenten season.  
The church nerd in me had been excited for about two years for the preaching opportunities that Ash 
Wednesday on Valentine’s Day and Easter on April Fool’s Day provided.  Believe me, I do not take the suf-
fering of Jesus lightly, nor the grief experienced by his followers, nor the sorrow that death and sin still bring 
us!  But taking the resurrection too solemnly can cause us to miss God’s delight and joy. 

Some of the ways something becomes a joke include a surprising twist, upending expectations, and/or   the 
subversion of the powerful.  Can you picture God hiding in the bushes on Easter morning?  Can you imagine 
God whispering, “I can’t wait to see the looks on their faces when the stone is already rolled away!”?  Can you 
picture God bouncing on divine tiptoes with suppressed glee when the big, strong guards faint while the 
women keep their feet when confronted with angels?  Or the holy knee-slapping as the authorities decided to 
make up a story about Jesus’ body being stolen?  I imagine tears of laughter—of joy, not mockery—each time 
the risen Christ appeared.  The surprise is that Jesus won through submission to love, not through violence.  
Jesus upended in a mighty way the expectation that the dead stay dead.  And subverting the powerful…well, 
the problem and the power in the declaration, “Christ is Lord” is that it means Caesar is not.  So the Big Joke 
is that love is the most powerful force in the universe, not death.  We are such holy fools as to arrange our 
lives around that joke. 

I hope you will laugh/did laugh really hard on Easter.  God has such a sense of humor.  The joke’s on the 
devil! 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Abby 
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April Clergy Birthdays 
 

1 Ken Gifford                         Poland 
7    Bruce Irwin                          Retired 
23  Rick France                  Warren Tod 
 

Pastors - If we have your birthday  
listed incorrectly - or not at all -     

please let us know.  
 

Campership Reminder 
 

Applications for the $50 awards are due 
no later than Friday, May 4. 
Applications are available at: 

www.mvdistumc.org 
under Miscellaneous Forms. 

 

 
MV District Retirees & Spouses  

     

Will meet for Breakfast and fellowship 
on Wed. April 25 at 9 a.m.  at Denny’s, 

4927 Mahoning Ave., Austintown.   
 
 

The deadline for submissions          
to the MAY  2018 
Newsletter  is 
Monday, April 23 

 
2018 Clergy Assessments  

are due May 1 
Hard copies of the form and cover   

letter were mailed to SPRC Chairs in 
early February.  Pastors received their 
copies via e-mail.  If you need a form, 

contact the district office. 

 

MVAC News -  
 

    The annual Taste of the Faiths      
Festival of the Mahoning Valley      
Association of Churches (MVAC) will 
take place on Monday, May 14, 2018    
at 5:30pm at St. Charles Church,   
Boardman on Rte. 224. Tickets are $15 
each and may be purchased in advance 
or at the door. Call MVAC at 330-788-
5914 or e-mail execdirectormvac@ 
gmail.com, leaving name and phone. 
Come, taste lots of good things as your 
evening meal, and celebrate faith.  
   Anyone interested in participating in 
the Festival should contact the executive 
director at the e-mail address above. 

Please keep in your prayers: 

   Rev. Doug Lewis (Firelands District 
Superintendent), and Rev. Susan Brown 
(Canfield) on their return to health and 
full-time ministry. 
   Our retirees, esp. Rev. George &   
Ginny Schreckengost, and Rev. Marian 
Glass, who are battling a variety of ail-
ments.  
   Our condolences to:   
   Bishop Malone and family on the 
death of her father-in-law. 
   Tom Badanjek (Howland Visitation 
Pastor) and family. Tom’s son G.T. 
passed away March 16.   
   Also, the family of Bill Richards, who 
passed away recently.   Bill and his wife, 
Judy, generously hosted a Steak Fry for 
district clergy for many years.   
  
Appointment Changes in the         
 Mahoning Valley as of July 1 
 

   Please pray for all the pastors, families, 
and churches involved: 
 
Rev. David Cann appointed to Oberlin 

First, Firelands District 
Rev. Tina Gallaher appointed to     

Cambridge First, Southern Hills 
 District 
Rev. Vicky Kelley appointed to Girard 

and McDonald Woodland Park 
Pastor Shane Russo appointed to Girard 

and McDonald Woodland Park 

SPRING DISTRICT  
CONFERENCE  

 

Saturday, April 21 - 2:15 p.m.  
at Salem First UMC  

244 S. Broadway Ave., Salem 
Opening Worship at 1:00 

will serve as Concluding Worship to   

Methodism on Fire - 
See page 3 for details on that event   
 
DISTRICT CLERGY GATHERING  

 

   Wednesday, May 2, 9:30am at       
Damascus UMC. 

   Young People’s Ministry Director 
Kaye Wolfinger will lead us in discus-

sion of the impact of generational differ-
ences on how we do ministry.  We know 
we love people of all ages, and that each 
generation has unique contributions to 
make.  Understanding our differences 

can help us appreciate and acknowledge 
each other so we can work together for 

the sake of the gospel. 
   RSVP to Kathy in the district office 

by Friday, April 27 so we have a count 
for lunch.  Attendance is expected. 

 

2017 Clergy Directory 
 

We’re happy to announce that the  
2017 Clergy Photo Directory is now 
posted on the Conference website,    

under the CLERGY tab.  

With the DS in April 
 

 4   MLK Memorial programs 
5  Community Center Gala 
8  Preach @ Western Reserve 
9  Planning meeting 
10-12    Cabinet 
14  CCOM 
15  Preach @ Berlin Center 
16  United Seminary meeting 
18  UMCC Board / District Strategy 
20-21 Pentecost Event @ Salem 
21  Spring District Conference 
24-26    Cabinet 
 

Thank You - to all churches & other 
generous donors who sponsored their 
pastor and spouse to the Clergy       
Appreciation Dinner at Drake’s    
Landing on Feb. 12.  It was a lovely, 
relaxing evening and your generosity    
is greatly appreciated.  
 

Attention Treasurers and Finance 
Chairs:   
 

 Please be sure to pay any and all “up-
charges” on your pastor’s insurance 
invoices.  The money to pay for this 
comes out of their salaries and is in-
voiced to the local church for payment 
 

 Also, Moving expense reimburse-
ments will now be considered taxable 
income.  This is due to the passage of  
the recent tax reform package.    
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018  
  
   The 49th session of Annual Confer-
ence will be the second year of our 
quadrennial theme Bearing Fruit that 
Lasts: Called, Committed, Connected. When 
we gather at Lakeside Chautauqua 
June 11-14, we will explore what it 
means to be called and equipped as   
followers of Jesus Christ.   The words  
of John 15:13-17 (CEB), the concluding 
verses of our quadrennial Scripture   
passage, John 15:1-17, will guide our 
worship services. Rev. Kimberly       
Arbaugh (Ohio Valley District), the Rev. 
Chip Freed (North Coast District), and 
the Rev. Becky Weamer (Mid-Ohio  
District) are the morning preachers.  
 
    
 
 
 
 

NOTE THE NEW TIMES this year 
for both the Service of Commemora-
tion and Holy Communion (Mon., 
June 11 @ 10:00 a.m.) and the Service 
of Commissioning and Ordination 
(Wed., June 13 @ 4:30 p.m.). Bishop 
Malone is the preacher for each service. 
She will also offer reflections at the Cel-
ebration of Retirement (Mon., June 11 
@ 7:30 pm).  
   Annual Conference business sessions 
will reinforce our East Ohio Conference 
ministry vision, shared by Bishop Tracy 
S. Malone in a downloadable video 
http://www.eocumc.com/about_us/ 
welcome.html.   
   Rev. Dr. Joseph W. Daniels, Jr. of the 
Baltimore-Washington Conference is 
the keynote speaker for our Shared 
Learning Session on Thurs., June 14. 
  

   REMINDER - The Clergy Execu-
tive Session is Wednesday, May 30 
from 9-3:00 in the Hoover-Price Cam-
pus Center, The University of Mount 
Union in Alliance. All clergy are ex-
pected to participate in the day of 
strengthening our covenant together. 
Dr. Alan Kolp is the keynote speaker. 
You must register online in advance. 
Registration information may be found 
on the Annual Conference website.  

Methodism on Fire:   
 

Methodism and the Holy Spirit 
Giving voice to the movement of  

the Holy Spirit  - April 20 & 21  
at Salem First UMC 

244 S. Broadway Avenue  
Salem, Ohio 44460  

www.firstumcsalem.org  
Email: office@firstumcsalem.org  

330-337-9531  
 

ONLINE REGISTRATION:  
https://tinyurl.com/
MethodismOnFire  

$20.00 Fee includes Continental  
Breakfast and Saturday luncheon  

 

Event schedule: 
Friday, April 20th:  

Registration at 6 p.m.  
Opening Worship at 6:30 p.m.  

Dr. Peter Bellini,  
“Pentecostals Don’t have  

Copyrights on the Holy Spirit”  
Breakout Session 1: 7:30 p.m. to  

8:30 p.m.  
Dr. Luther Oconer  

“The Holy Spirit in Methodism”  
Saturday, April 21st:  

Continental Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.  
Worship at 9 a.m.  

Dr. Luther Oconer, “Prepare the  
Way of the Lord”  

Breakout Session 10: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Dr. Peter Bellini  

“Methodism on Fire: Yesterday  
and Today”  

Lunch from 12:15 p.m. to 1 p.m.  
 

Concluding worship at 1:00 will serve 

as opening worship for the Spring 

District Conference. 

THE WORLD HAS CHANGED 
Do We Have a Vision for the Future 
of Our Church? 
  

   Fresh Expressions Vision Days are 
one-day, interactive-learning experiences 
that inspire and equip individuals, 
church leaders and denominational   
executives to pioneer new ways to be 
the Church. At the Vision Day you will 
discover: 

• How Fresh Expressions are renew-
ing the church around the world 

• What it means to be a Mission-
Shaped Church 
●    Tools for starting Fresh Expressions 
in your area 
  

   Vision Day will take place in Cleve-
land on Saturday May 19th, 2018.    
   Register your team 
@ www.freshexpressionsus.org/
event/ClevelandVisionDay 
 

District Lay Servant Training 
 

   Lay Servant training this year will be 
available on April 27-28 at 614 Church 
(formerly Masury UMC) or Boardman 
UMC on October 12-13.  We will be 
offering the Advanced course on      
Accountable Discipleship using the text 
Accountable Discipleship: Living in God’s 
Household by Steven W. Manskar as well 
as the Basic Course at both trainings.  
Registration for the spring training is 
available at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-lay-
servant-training-mahoning-valley-district
-umc-tickets-43496738917  Contact 
Marla Hum at mkhum20@gmail.com 
with any questions or concerns. 

 

Local Church Security Resources:  UMCOR – Connecting Neighbors Training 
includes active shooter response as a component of all responses. This involves 
conversation as a local community including your insurance agent, local law en-
forcement, emergency responders, the local school, and other churches. Most 
schools have trained teachers and students in a specific way to respond. It is help-
ful for your children and families to follow a similar practice in the church so the 
way we respond is consistent. Emergency responders also need to be familiar with 
your facility should an event happen. This is true of fires as well as active shooter 
concerns.  Local Resources include:  Tammy Kuntz umvimncj.coor@gmail.com, 
North Central Jurisdiction UMVIM  and Mike Williams mike.kandminsurance 
@gmail.com, Disaster Response Chair. 
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Return Service Requested 

 

 

 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————

MTSO offers Workshop on Disability 
  
   Even among faith communities com-
mitted to social justice, issues around 
disability can be overlooked. Methodist 
Theological School in Ohio is offering   
a workshop to help those communities 
assess their approaches to welcoming 
persons with disabilities. “Building 
Community Bridges: Conversations on 
Disability” will be held April 11 and 12 
on the MTSO campus, 3081 Columbus 
Pike in Delaware.  
   The event opens at 7 p.m. April 11 
with a free public lecture, “Practicing 
What We Preach as Faith Communities: 
Inclusive Ministries as Expressions of 
Our Core Vision and Mission,” by    
William Gaventa, chair of the National 
Collaborative on Faith and Disability, 
and director of the Summer Institute   
on Theology and Disability. 
   A full-day workshop for registered 
participants begins the morning of April 
12. Tuition is $25 per person. Current 
MTSO, students, faculty and staff are 
free. One CEU is offered for a $25 fee. 
Complete information and registration 
are available at www.mtso.edu/
disability. 
   The morning will feature talks by 
Gaventa and John L. Martin, director of 
the Ohio Department of Developmental 
Disabilities, as well as a panel in which 
self-advocates and family members will 
speak on their experiences with faith 
communities. Afternoon breakout ses-
sion topics include “Best Practices for 
an Inclusive Worshiping Community” 
and “Four Problematic Texts: Scripture 
and Disability.” 

 

IT’S DINNER TIME 
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
April 5,, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Boardman-Poland Rd.  
 

Swiss Steak Dinners - Thurs. April 5, 
4:00 until sold out at Western Reserve 
UMC, 4580 Canfield Rd.  Eat-in/carry 
out.  
 

Fish Dinner - Fri. April 6, 3:30– 6:30  
at Tod Avenue UMC,  155 Tod. Ave. 
NW, Warren.   
 

Swiss Steak Dinner - Sat. April 7,      
4-6 at Vienna UMC,  4265 Warren-
Sharon Rd., Vienna. 
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner - Thurs. 
April 12, 3:30 until sold out at Calvary 
UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  North Lima. 
 

Free Pancake, Sausage & Egg  
Breakfast - Sat.  April 14, 9-11:30 at 
Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. Canfield 
Niles Rd., Austintown. 
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
April 19, 4:30-6:00 at Smith Corners 
UMC, 3000 S. Canfield Niles Rd.,     
Austintown. 
 

Drive by Chicken Dinner - Thurs., 
April 19, 4-6 or until sold out,  at    
Leetonia UMC, 50 Lisbon St.. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He Is Risen! 
 

Et Cetera  . .  .  
 

Rummage Sale - April 27 & 28  at 
Brookfield UMC.  Friday, 8-3, Saturday, 
8-1;  6951 Grove St., Brookfield 
  
Mission Trip Fund Raiser - Pasta 
Dinner on Sunday, April 15, 12:00-2:00 
at Western Reserve UMC. This is a 
fundraiser to benefit the July mission 
trip to orphanages in Ukraine.  

 

VANS Needed 
 

   The UM Community Center is in  
need of four to six 10-12 passenger vans  
to be purchased at a reasonable cost or 
donated, or connections to those out-
side of the church who may be willing  
to donate or sell at a reasonable cost. 
We have some great things planned for 
the seniors and for the youth of Trum-
bull and Mahoning counties and will 
need transportation to overcome barri-
ers to services and support that the low-
er economic community experiences.   
   Please contact  Shawneen Scharmer at 
SScharmer@UMCommunityCenter.org 
or 330-743-5149 x 103. 
 

Mark your calendars: 
   

   The Mahoning & Canal Districts will 
once again host a breakfast gathering at 
Lakeside, Monday, June 11, from 7:30 - 
9:00 a.m.   
   The Clergy Spouse Breakfast and    
Fellowship will take place on Wed. June 
13 from 9-11:00 a.m.  
 

FOLLOW THE NEW DISTRICT 
PAGE  ON FACEBOOK 

 


