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Bring Me Your Cup 

   “If you bring me your cup, I will fill it up!”  I sang to my daughter. 

   Once again, I heard God my heavenly Parent speaking to me as I parented 
my own child:  “If you bring Me your cup, I will fill it up.”  I immediately 
thought of James 4:8:  “Draw near to God and God will draw near to you.”  
It’s one of my favorite verses because it reminds me that God is patiently 
waiting for me to turn around.  It is never God who has put the distance   
between us—it’s always me.  Sometimes I have to drain my entire cup and 
wander around thirsty before I realize I’ve wandered.  But no matter where    

I have wandered to, when I turn around to draw near to God, God is right there, ready to fill my   
cup again. 

   In fact, in looking through James to find chapter and verse for the above, I read this: 

   “2 My brothers and sisters, think of the various tests you encounter as occasions for joy. 3 After all, 
you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 Let this endurance complete its work  
so that you may be fully mature, complete, and lacking in nothing. 5 But anyone who needs wisdom 
should ask God, whose very nature is to give to everyone without a second thought, without keeping 
score. Wisdom will certainly be given to those who ask.”  (James 1:2-5, CEB) 

   It was the Word I needed for today, God responding to my asking. 

   All of us are about to enter the season of Lent, which is both spiritually rich and spiritually demand-
ing.  Some of our clergy will be going before the dCOM, others before the BOM.  Some of our 
churches are making major decisions about their future.  In the midst of all that, are you asking God 
to fill your cup?  And are you drawing near enough for God to do so?  Are you making space in your 
life for meditation, exercise, devotional Bible reading?  Are you figuring out a way to get the music, 
art, or nature your soul needs?  We’re all busy, but we won’t have anything to pour into another’s cup 
if our own is empty.  Perhaps worse, sometimes we walk around with empty cups when God wants  
to fill them with Living Water. 

   By the way, when I sang that to my daughter, she was having a small meltdown because she was 
hungry and I was trying to get her to go to the table for lunch.  Draw your own parallels! 

   May you be filled with the peace of Christ which surpasses understanding, 

   Rev. Abby 
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February Clergy Birthdays 
 

5    Beth McGuire        (Canfield Assoc.) 
 

Pastors - If we have your birthday  
listed incorrectly - or not at all -     

please let us know.  
 
 

CLERGY WALK & PRAY   

at Western Reserve UMC,  

Wed. Feb 28  

at 9:30am        

and Thurs. Mar. 15  

at 9am 

 
The District Office will be  

CLOSED  
on Friday, February 16 

so Abby and Kathy can attend a  
meeting at the Area Center  

 

The deadline for submissions          
to the MARCH 2018 
Newsletter  is 

Monday, February 19 
 

 

MV District Retirees & Spouses  

    Will meet for Breakfast and fellow-
ship on Weds. Feb. 21 at 9 a.m.  at      
Denny’s, 4927 Mahoning Ave.,        

Austintown.   

 
Pedals, Pipes & Pizza -  
 

   Sat., March 24 at Trinity UMC, 
Youngstown.  This fun workshop is 
designed to introduce middle and high 
school students to the Pipe Organ.   
   Workshop begins at 10:00 with local 
organist Sean Baran demonstrating  
Trinity’s 87 rank Moller pipe organ;  
students will be allowed to try-out the 
organ themselves. Students under 13 
must be accompanied by an adult.  A 
pizza lunch will be served from 11:30-
12:00.   
   At 1:00 there will be  a recital by Sean 
Baran, which will also include a hymn-
sing.  The recital is open to the public. 

Please keep in your prayers: 

   Rev. Susan Brown (Canfield),  Rev. 
Carol McCartney (Bunker Hill) and her 
husband, Jim; and Rev. Marian Glass 
(Retired); all facing health concerns.  
   Please also pray for our retirees,  esp. 
Rev. George & Ginny Schreckengost, 
who are battling a variety of ailments.   

 

CLERGY BOOK DISCUSSION:        
 

   The Great Spiritual Migration:  
How the World’s Largest Religion   
Is Seeking a Better Way to Be   
Christian by Brian McLaren 
   Weds, Mar. 14 at 10:30am at Western 
Reserve UMC.   Read the book.  Come 
discuss its implications, whether you 
agree or disagree.  Enjoy lunch. 

   Amazon says about this book, “The 
Christian story, from Genesis until 
now, is fundamentally about people 
on the move—outgrowing old,     
broken religious systems and em-
bracing new, more redemptive ways 
of life.  It’s time to move again.” 

   Soup lunch provided.  That is, a     
vegetarian soup will be provided by    
the DS.  If you want a carnivore soup, 
please volunteer to bring one.  RSVP   
to Kathy in the district office to ensure 
we have enough. 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCMENT:  
 

   Mark your calendars now for the   
2018 SPRING DISTRICT          

CONFERENCE, to be held at Salem 
UMC on SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 

beginning at 2:15 p.m.  

   Why 2:15, you ask?   

   The unusual starting time is due to the 
fact that Salem UMC is also hosting 
“Pentecost in the Wesleyan Spirit,” a 
retreat which will be led by Dr. Peter 
Bellini of United Theological Semi-
nary.  This retreat runs from 6:30 – 8:30 
p.m. Friday, April 20, and begins again 
at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 21 and 
includes lunch, scheduled for 
12:15.  Closing worship for the retreat 
will take place at 1:00 p.m., and will 
also serve as OPENING worship for 
the Spring District Conference.   

Details of the retreat will be shared as 
they are available  

 
ICYMI: (In  Case You Missed It): 

   The Council of Bishops & COSROW 
issued a statement in response to 
#MeToo and #ChurchToo.  Read it 
here: https://
eocumcnews.com/2018/01/23/united-
methodist-leaders-respond-to-metoo-
and-churchtoo-movement/ 

 

With the DS in February 
 

1    Cabinet 
5 District Nominations committee 
8 DCOM Interviews 
11 Preach @ Canfield / Boy Scout      
       Sunday 
12 Clergy Dinner 
12-14   Cabinet 
16 Visioning & Celebration @ Area  

Center (Staff) 
16-18   Vacation 
19-21   Conference  
22 Vacation 
26 Ministries and Missions committee 
 

Mark Your Calendars Now— 
 

HOPE For Recovery And Addiction, 
The Grand-Family Edition  -  Sat., 
March 3 at Kent State University  
Trumbull Campus.   
   Doors open at 5:00 p.m.; Program. 
6:00-7:30; Resource Tables, 5:00 - 8:00.  
Pizza will be served from 5-5:30.    
   Who should attend:  Anyone taking 
care of a child affected by the opioid 
crisis, friends, neighbors, and concerned 
community member.   
   For information, call Lauren Thorp at 
330-675-2765, ext. 119.  
     

   Ash Wednesday, 
   February 14 
 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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News from  EOC Financial  
and Administrative Services 

 
2018 Tax Amnesty Program 
   February 15 is the last day to apply  
for the Ohio Department of Taxa-
tion 2018 Tax Amnesty Program.   
Individuals and businesses – including 
local churches – with unreported or  
underreported tax debts – such as     
unreported and unpaid employee with-
holding tax – are eligible to  apply for 
the program.  Accepted participants   
can   get current on their tax payments 
while avoiding paying ANY penalties 
and only HALF of the normally charged 
interest.   
 
2018 Mileage Rates 
   The standard mileage rates for the use 
of a car (also vans, pickups or panel 
trucks) are: 

• 54.5 cents per mile for business 
miles driven 

• 18 cents per mile driven for medical 
or moving purposes 

• 14 cents per mile driven in service 
of charitable organizations 
 

New Ohio Minimum Wage In 2018 
   The new minimum wage in the State 
of Ohio is $8.30/hour.  Pay for tipped 
employees is now $4.15/hour.  The cur-
rent federal minimum wage is $7.25/hr. 
 

East Ohio Conference Seeks  
Communications Specialist 
 

   The Communications office of the 
East Ohio Conference of The United 
Methodist Church seeks a self-starting 
individual with excellent written and  
oral skills to join the team as Commu-
nications Specialist.  A complete job 
description and additional information is 
available in the Jan. 8 edition of  
E-News at http://www.eocumc.com. 
 

The District Office needs Occasion-
al/Part-time help to fill-in for Kathy 
on an as-needed basis (for vacations, 
etc.) 
   Please contact Kathy at the District  
Office:  office@mvdistumc.org or  
330-270-3400.  

Spiritual Director Information 

   Spiritual direction is the historic  prac-
tice of sacred, one-on-one conver-sation 
that nurtures awareness of and response 
to God’s presence in your everyday 
life.  As companions on the journey of 
faith, a trained spiritual director and 
their directee turn their attention toward 
the presence of God, the ultimate spir-
itual director of our lives.  A spiritual 
director does not offer solutions to 
problems, but rather helps the directee 
to nurture spiritual practices that are 
most meaningful to them as they work 
toward a more balanced and meaningful 
spiritual life.  Folks often meet on a 
monthly basis with their spiritual direc-
tor, although more frequent meetings 
are possible.   
   In order to learn more about spiritual 
direction in East Ohio (including a list-
ing of Certified Spiritual Directors), 
check out the East Ohio Pastoral Care 
tab on the EOC web page.  Or, to learn 
more about spiritual direction in general, 
check out the web page for Spiritual 
Directors International. 
 
 
 
 

TARRP Offers Informative Work-
shop for Small Churches — Sat., 
March 3 @ Christ Cambridge UMC. 
 
   The Town and Rural Resource Pro-
gram (TARRP) of the East & West 
Ohio Conferences invite all small mem-
bership churches to attend this im-
portant workshop that will help your 
church board, mission team, and others 
learn and be equipped to help your 
church to make a difference in the lives 
of your parishioners and community. 
Workshop topics include: 
   Safety and Security in your Church: 
So what happens in an emergency at 
your church—lost child, unresponsive 
adult, accident, a disorderly person, gas 
line break, smoke, tornado, utility fail-
ure, intruder or active shooter? Who 
directs the members? What’s the 
plan? Who to call?  We should know. 
   Regarding Opiate & Heroin       
Addiction: Learn how and why        
persons, even 12-year-olds, are addict-
ed.  Why pre-school children are addict-
ed. Why arrests don’t solve the problem. 
 

   Additional Information & Registration 
forms are available in the January 22 
edition of the East Ohio E-News. 

Guest Readiness Seminars  —   
  5 Things Your Visitors Are Thinking But Won’t Ask 
 
   Join nationally known worship coach and author Jason Moore as he shares les-
sons learned from years of providing “secret worship consultations” in churches 
large and small. Jason will help your church identify the 5 most pressing issues  
for new visitors and how to address them with easy-to-implement ideas and    
systematic steps. 
   5 Things will include instruction on how to develop and train a more inten-
tional/welcoming hospitality team, how to/why to develop a formal child check-
in   procedure, how to conduct a signage audit, and what to do with you existing 
space. All of these things and so much more will help you recognize the things 
that you may have been missing for years. 
   Bring your whole team for an experience filled with laughter, fun and practical 
learnings. Come ready to engage in hands-on role playing exercises, work to im-
prove visitor conversations, move from transactional to relational interactions 
and even learn how to “secret worship” at partner churches. 
• Guest Readiness Seminar – February 16 @ Berea UMC 
• Guest Readiness Seminar – February 17 @ Massillon First 

 
Registration information is available at the East Ohio Conference website: 
eocumcnews.com.  See the January 22 edition of E-News for more information.  
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
   The start of a new year is a great time 
to begin searching for available scholar-
ships, loans, and grants. 
   The Scholarships and Financial 
Assistance button, found on the lower 
left side of the East Ohio Conference 
home page (http://www.eocumc.com), 
offers one-stop shopping of funds that 
are available to assist with your educa-
tion or with that of a loved one.  The 
page includes financial assistance oppor-
tunities from committees, boards, and 
agencies of the East Ohio Conference 
as well as those of The United Method-
ist Church. 
   Each year the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry 
(GBHEM) awards an average of $5 
million in scholarships.  This is possible 
because of your generous giving 
through endowments, wills and annui-
ties, Special Sunday offerings, and 
online gifts.  The Scholarships and    
Financial Assistance page also contains  
a link to the Fund for Theological    
Education, which provides assistance 
to those attending seminary. 
   The United Methodist Higher   
Education Foundation (UMHEF) 
awards scholarships each year to deserv-
ing students all over the country. Each 
year, we distribute over $2 million annu-
ally to more than 1,000 students attend-
ing over 100 United Methodist-related 
institutions of higher learning.   
   TO BE ELIGIBLE for all scholar-
ships, students:  Must be an active, full 
member of The United Methodist 
Church for at least one year prior to 
applying.  Additional information and 
eligibility rules can be found at http://
www.umhef.org/students. 

IT’S DINNER TIME, ETC. 
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
Feb. 1,, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Boardman-Poland Rd.  
 

Swiss Steak Dinners - Thurs. Feb. 1, 
4:00 until sold out at Western Reserve 
UMC, 4580 Canfield Rd.  Eat-in/carry 
out.  
 

Fish Dinner - Fri. Feb. 2, 3:30– 6:30 at 
Tod Avenue UMC,  155 Tod. Ave. NW, 
Warren.   
 

Swiss Steak Dinner - Sat. Feb. 3, 4-6 
at Vienna UMC,  4265 Warren-Sharon 
Rd., Vienna. 
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner - Thurs. 
Feb. 8, 3:30 until sold out at Calvary 
UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  North Lima. 
 

Chili Sales - Sat., Feb. 10, 10:00 a.m. – 
until sold out at Ohltown UMC, 2001      
Ohltown Rd., Mineral Ridge.   
 

Spaghetti Dinner - Sat., Feb. 10, 4-7  
at Brookfield UMC, 6951 Grove St., 
Brookfield 
 

Free Pancake, Sausage & Egg  
Breakfast - Sat.  Feb. 10, 9-11:30 at 
Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. Canfield 
Niles Rd., Austintown. 
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
Feb. 15, 4:30-6:00 at Smith Corners 
UMC, 3000 S Canfield Niles Rd.,  Aus-
tintown. 
 

Ham Loaf Sale  - Sat., Feb. 17, 4:30-
6:30 at Bunker Hill UMC, 15096 Mid-
dletown Rd., Beloit. Contact Naomi 
Karlen (330-853-2934) for orders. 
 

 

Drive by Chicken Dinner - Thurs., 
Feb. 15, 4-6 or until sold out,  at Leet-
onia UMC, 50 Lisbon St.. 
 

Cream Chicken & Biscuits Dinner - 
Thurs., Feb. 15, 4:00 until sold out at 
New Waterford UMC, 46925 South 
State St.. 

 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT Y-NIGHT NEWS 

   The MV District UMC Youth Council 
is happy to announce that the District 
Youth YMCA Overnight has been    
rescheduled for Feb. 9/10 with wor-
ship at 830pm - Trinity UMC/ down-
town & then off to downtown YMCA. 
   The cost is still $15 pp. and bring 
chips/ drinks to share.  Also, bring gym 
clothes/swim gear/towels.  Event ends 
Sat. Feb. 10 at 6:00 am.  Questions? 
Call, Jeff Pellin @ (330) 953 - 8797 
 

Songbooks Wanted  -  New Hope 
UMC is looking for used copies of The 
Faith We Sing to purchase.  Please call 
Cyd Scarnecchia at 330-652-3433 if you 
have songbooks to spare.  
 

Do You Want to Dance? 

   Boardman UMC, 6809 Market St., 
Boardman, holds dance lessons every 
Wednesday from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in our 
Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend and bring a friend.  Classes are 
$5.00 per class.  For more information, 
please contact Doreen DeLiso @330-
398-9773, or   visit our website at: 
www.boardmanmethodist.org. 

 


