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“One new, bold, COURAGEOUS mission  

     beyond the church walls.” 
 

That was Bishop Malone’s challenge to each church at annual confer-
ence this year.  As I worked at shifting my thinking from what my 
church might do, I realized how excited I am to see what our churches 
are going to do!  I can’t wait to see what God is going to do through   
us.  I can’t wait to see what new things the Holy Spirit is going to bring 

forth among us.  Most of  all, I can’t wait to see more people coming to know the love of     
Jesus Christ. 
 

“New, bold, and courageous” is never easy—otherwise it wouldn’t be bold and courageous!  
But after all the time I spent in the district this spring, listening and learning, I am convinced 
that together we can be bold and courageous for Christ.  You are ministering in very difficult 
circumstances.  Not only are we dealing with population decline due to economic decline and 
the opiate crisis locally, we are also grappling with a number of  difficult issues nationally and 
globally.  Yet as you told me the stories of  what your church has experienced or what you are 
doing, I saw the light of  Christ in your faces.  I saw the passion to share the Good News  
burning within you.  Christ is our hope, and I became convinced that the United Methodist 
Church is the hope-bearer in the Mahoning Valley. 
 

What new, bold, courageous things will we do for Christ?  How will we offer Christ’s love?  
Will we adopt a school?  Will we start a new Celebrate Recovery?  Will we co-host town halls 
or community gatherings with local police?  Will we find out what needs the foster care system 
has and meet them?  What is God whispering into your heart?   
 

Becoming a district superintendent is a new, bold, courageous adventure for me.  I embrace it 
with joy, because I can’t wait to see what God will do among us here in the Mahoning Valley! 

 

Peace, 

Rev. Abby Auman 
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July Clergy Birthdays 
 

11   Jared Woodward            614 Church 
19   David Cann                    Warren 1st 
21 Doug George               Salem 
24 Mark McTrustry     E Pal. Centenary 
27 Rusty Johnston     
           Boyce & Good Shepherd 
 

August Clergy Birthdays 
 

2     Greg Calko         Lockwood 
15   Dick Smith                      Brookfield 
18   Ken Kelley                    Church Hill  
19   Pat Smith          Salineville & Riley’s  
23   Vernon Palo                    Damascus 
26   Renee Meggitt         N Lima Calvary 
 

Pastors - If we have your birthday listed 
incorrectly - or not at all -  please let us 
know.  

 
The deadline for submissions          
to the SEPTEMBER 2017  

Newsletter  
is Wednesday, August 23 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Retirees & Spouses Picnic 

 

 The District Retirees picnic will be at 
the home of Karl & Donna Bucey, 4144 
Stratford, Boardman on Wed., Aug. 23 
at 11:30am. Meat  & beverage provid-
ed.  Bring covered dish to share.  All 
retirees & spouses  are  welcome to  

attend. 

Summer Preaching Seminar, August 

9-11, 2017 | Dayton, Ohio  
 

   In a world where we experience terror 
attacks, racism, sexism, illness, loss, un-
certainty and political discord, it can be 
challenging to preach words of grace 
and hope to our congregations. This 
year’s Summer Preaching Seminar can 
help equip and inspire you. 
   Featuring Dr. Paul Scott Wilson, Pro-
fessor of Homiletics at Emmanuel Col-
lege of the University of Toronto, the 

16th annual Summer Preaching Seminar 
will explore theological and practical 
matters of preaching grace in times of 

trouble. Visit www.united.edu/
summer-preaching-seminar-grace 
for more information. 

 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Please keep in your prayers: 

Rev. Mark Vincent (Berlin Center) and 
Pastor Pat Smith (Salineville/Riley’s) 
both recovering from surgery;  Rev.   
Susan Brown (Canfield); Rev. Carol 
McCartney (Bunker Hill); Rev. George 
Lee (Retired);  Rev. Kay Dunlap, 
(District Associate, Emeritus); and    
Rev. Marian Glass (Retired); all facing 
health concerns.  
   Please also pray for pastors and 
churches in transition as well as retirees 
George Schreckengost and wife, Ginny; 
Mike McHale; Lester Hickman, Pete 
Kerlin, Gary Rinker and Pat Kendig,    
all battling a variety of ailments.   

 

Africa University News:   

   We received correspondence from 
Elaine Jenkins, Director of Planned  
Giving, Africa University Development 
Office expressing their sincere apprecia-
tion to the churches of the Mahoning 
Valley District for making it possible for 
Ajet Hosea Ishaya to   obtain a first-class 
education at Africa University which will 
open doors of  opportunity for him any-
where in the world.  Thank you! 

New Address:   
   Rev. Dan & Debbie Bryant’s new     
address is:  1447 Arthur Ave.  Lakewood 
OH  44107 

 

 

 

 

 

Please plan to attend: 

the 
 WELCOMING SERVICE 

for 

REV. ABBY  AUMAN  

new Superintendent of the  

Mahoning Valley District of the 

United Methodist Church. 

from 2:00-3:30 on Sunday, July 16 

at Church Hill UMC    

189 Churchill-Hubbard Rd. 
Youngstown 44505 

There will be a short worship service  

beginning at 2:00. 
 

FYI:  Rev. Auman’s e-mail address at 
the district is:  

ds@mvdistumc.org. 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE  
 

   The District Office will be closed  
July 3 & 4  and will also be closed on         
FRIDAYS throughout the summer 

(until after Labor Day).   

With the DS in July 
 

3         Check-in with new pastors  
4         Independence Day 
5-6      Setting up office /                      
           creating consult schedules 
10 Meeting @ Area Center 
11-13   Touring the District /     
                Meeting pastors / Office 
17-20   Touring the District /     
                Meeting pastors / Office 
24-25   Touring the District /     
                Meeting pastors / Office 
26      Secretary Training  
 

With the DS in August 
 

3      Meeting @ Area Center 
7-11     Preparation for consults 
12-19   Vacation 
20-24   DS Orientation  
29-30   Clergy Consultations 
 
   Please understand that, although    
Rev. Auman is anxious to meet everyone 
on the district, the business of settling 
into the role of Superintendent will take 
much of her time over the next few 
months.  So please, no walk-ins.       
Call for an appointment, which will be 
scheduled on an as-needed basis/as   
Rev. Auman’s schedule permits. 
    
Thank you for your understanding,    
         Kathy @ Mahoning Valley District 
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East Ohio 2017 Annual Conference 
Report  
 
By Rick Wolcott  
   Bishop Tracy S. Malone presided over 
her first Annual Conference when 656 
clergy members, and 742 lay members 
gathered at Lakeside Chautauqua on the 
shore of Lake Erie. 
This 48th session was the first with the 
new four-year quadrennial theme Bearing 
Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, and 
Connected.  Using John 15:1-17 as our 
guiding scripture, the conference 

explored what it means to be called 
and equipped as followers of 
Jesus Christ,  

highlighted the joy of making a 
commitment to take up resi-
dence in God’s love, and  

underscored the importance of be-
ing connected to God and our 
neighbors so that we may bear 
fruit that lasts by making disci-
ples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.   

“Jesus reminds us that he is the true 
vine, and God is the gardener.  God 
is the keeper of  the branches.  He is 
the keeper of  our lives, the keeper of  
our souls – and, oh, how it is to be 
kept by God,” said Malone. 

   The Service of Commemoration and 
Holy Communion recognized 43 saints 
who joined the church triumphant since 
Annual Conference 2016. 
   During the opening business session 
on Monday afternoon, Lakeside Chau-
tauqua Executive Director Kevin Sib-
bring welcomed members back to Hoo-
ver Auditorium, and Conference Coun-
cil on Finance and Administration Chair 
the Rev. David Palmer introduced Vera 
Rebrovich, director of Financial and 
Administrative Services. 
Monday evening’s Celebration of Retire-
ment recognized 21 clergy who served 
faithfully for more than 400 years. 
   “When we live out who we truly are 
God does unbelievable things,” said 
Bishop Michael McKee, resident bishop 
of the North Texas Conference, who 
preached the sermon during morning 
worship on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday.  

   Director of Multicultural Vitality Will 
Jones was introduced to the conference 
during the Tuesday Personnel Commit-
tee Report.  His position was created by 
action of Annual Conference 2016. 
Many of the reports at Annual Confer-
ence 2017 were grouped around the 
Four Areas of Focus of The United 
Methodist Church.  Reports on Tuesday 
highlighted Improving Global Health, 
and Creating New and Renewed Con-
gregations, while those on Wednesday 
emphasized Engaging in Ministry with 
the Poor, and Developing Principled 
Christian Leaders. 
   “We strive to help churches and pas-
tors deepen their knowledge of dynamic 
worship, discipleship pathways, leader-
ship development, cultural competency, 
community engagement, advocacy, 
stewardship and small groups – all for 
the purpose of helping our local church-
es become more healthy and vibrant as 
they seek to reach more people, younger 
people, and a more diverse people,” 
Cabinet Dean the Rev. Dan Bryant said 
during the Cabinet Address. 
   Following the Address, Bryant and the 
Rev. Karen Oehl each received a Bible 
from Malone.  They were thanked for 
their years of service and wished well in 
their new appointments in the local 
church.  Rev. Abby Auman and the Rev. 
Nestor Nazario were then introduced 
and affirmed as new superintendents in  
the Mahoning Valley District and the 
Mid-Ohio District, respectively. 
   During her Episcopal Address, 
Malone asked that each East Ohio   
Conference church: 

• do something bold in this next min-
istry year, 

• connect with the Four Areas of Fo-
cus of The United Methodist Church, 
and do these three things: 

ο Pray for the Commission on A Way 
Forward, and for the conversations that 
will take place in the East Ohio Confer-
ence in the Fall of this year and the 
Spring of 2018. 

ο Participate in the conversations by 
sharing and listening, and 

ο Stay encouraged and focused on the 
mission of Christ and his Church. 

   Nearly 100 clergy under episcopal ap-
pointment in the local church and be-
yond accepted Malone’s invitation to 
robe and be part of the opening proces-
sion in the Service of Commissioning 
for Ministry, the Ordination of Elders 
and Deacons, and the Recognition of 
Associate Members. Seven persons were 
commissioned, six were ordained, and 
one was recognized as an associate 
member during the Wednesday night 
service. 
“God has called you.  God has called us 
and is always calling us, not to be careful 
but to be faithful, not to be timid but to 
lead with courage.  Be bold in your wit-
ness,” Malone proclaimed. 
Samantha Hasselbusch, a Christian sing-
er/songwriter who is also blind, moved 
many to tears with her testimony and 
song during the DisAbility Awareness 
report. 
   “To walk by faith and not by sight is a 
very real and daily object lesson for me 
and it shows me, I think in a much 
deeper way, how to truly walk by faith 
when I can’t see what lies ahead,” she 
said. 
The week was filled with uplifting wor-
ship, wonderful fellowship, passionate 
debate, and a spirit of grace. 
   “Let us watch together, as we pray 
together that by the grace of Jesus Christ 
we will bear much fruit, and fruit that 
will last,” Malone said. 
 

Local Church Administrative         
Assistants, Secretaries and Office 
Volunteers: 
 

   Please plan to attend Learning Lunch 
& Laughter VII - AKA  our annual 
training session & Luncheon on 
Wednesday, July 26  from 10-12:30. 
   You will have a chance to meet our 
new DS, Rev. Abby Auman, get to 
know each other, share “best practices” 
and discuss new developments in forms 
and functions related to Church Confer-
ences and Year-end reports.  
   Pastors & SPR Committees are urged  
to treat this as a regular, paid work day 
and to encourage your office staff to attend.   
   Deadline to register is Monday, 

July 24. 
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It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Chicken Dinner to Go - Thurs., July 6 
& Aug. 3, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Boardman-Poland Rd.  
 

Drive-Thru Ham Dinner - Tuesday, 
July 11 & Aug. 8, 4-6 at Columbiana 
UMC, 210 S. Main St., Columbiana.   
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner - Thurs. 
July 13 & Aug. 10, 3:30 until sold out at  
Calvary UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  
North Lima. 
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
July 20 & Aug. 17, 4:30-6:00 at Smith 
Corners UMC, 3000 S Canfield Niles 
Rd., Austintown  44515 
 

Drive-By Chicken Dinner - Thurs., 
July 20 & Aug. 17  4-6 (or until sold 
out) at  Leetonia UMC, 50 Lisbon St., 
Leetonia. 
 

Family Nights - July 28 & August 25 
@ Smith Corners UMC at 5:00 pm.  
Join us for music, food & games.   
 

Drive Thru Stuffed Chicken Dinner -  
Thurs.  Aug. 3 or until sold out,  at 
Western Reserve UMC, 4580  Canfield 
Rd., (Rt. 62) Canfield.  
 

Free Pancake Breakfast - Sat.  Aug. 
12, 9-11:30 at Smith Corners UMC, 
3000 S. Canfield Niles Rd., Austintown. 
 

Summer Fest - Brookfield UMC is  
having its 8th annual SUMMER FEST, 
Saturday & Sunday August 12 & 13.  
BBQ Chicken dinners, parade, car show 
& Sunday Church service on the green.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohltown UMC Summer Events -     
   Corrie Ten Boom dramatic presen-
tation on Monday,  July 17 @ 7 p.m. 
    Family Fun night - Fri., July 21, 
6-9 p.m.  Family games & food. 
   Ohltown UMC is located at 2001  
Ohltown Rd., Mineral Ridge 44440. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fund Raising BBQ Dinner  -  Sat.  
July 22, 4-8 p.m. at New Waterford 
UMC — Mandy Moore needs a lung 
transplant along with 
bone marrow.  Please 
help us help her.  

 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————


