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       Accept Each Other With Love  
          

    “Therefore, as a prisoner for the Lord, I encourage you to live as people worthy of the call you     
received from God. 2 Conduct yourselves with all humility, gentleness, and patience. Accept each      
other with love,3 and make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace that ties you    
together. 4 You are one body and one spirit, just as God also called you in one hope. 5 There is one  
Lord, one faith, one baptism,6 and one God and Father of all, who is over all, through all, and in all.” – 
Ephesians 4:1-5 
     The upcoming special General Conference in February 2019 has many of us anxious.  We know  
what legislation is being proposed by the Commission on a Way Forward, but what will General       

Conference actually pass?  Will it be something we can live with?  Or will they come to a stalemate and go home having 
changed nothing?  Generally, I try not to worry too hard right now because nothing has been passed yet so there’s nothing  
for me to decide about yet. 
     If you haven’t yet read the legislation proposed by the commission, I encourage you to do so, so that you know what it 
says when you are hearing someone else’s opinion of it.  As I read the One Church Plan, I find that it’s not the way I would 
write it.  But if I wrote it the way I wanted it, that would be beyond what many of my friends and colleagues could live with. 
However, I can live with the One Church Plan.  My interpretation is that it would allow individuals and churches to be in 
ministry to LGBTQ people according to their consciences, while still being in ministry together for other efforts to share    
the “one Lord [and] one faith”. 
     Isn’t that what we have now?  I know that some of my clergy colleagues and I have come to different conclusions regard-
ing human sexuality and Christianity.  But we’ve worked together on all kinds of ministry:  local mission efforts, the Board    
of Ministry, the cabinet, funerals.  In fact, a couple of years ago, one of my clergy colleagues and I discussed how it would    
be ok with both of us if the one who didn’t want to do same-sex marriages could just refer those couples to the one who    
did!  We had worked together enough to “accept each other with love” and would be saddened to find ourselves in different 
denominations, when there is otherwise so much “unity of the Spirit” between us. 
     I have seen people with different opinions “make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace that ties      
you together.”  I have seen a member adamantly opposed to same-sex marriage offer genuine welcome to a married lesbian 
couple who were also members.  I have seen parents wrestle with whether to go their child’s same-sex wedding, and not lose 
their place in the church or their friends who privately disagreed with their decision to go.  I have seen churches not really 
sure what they think accept a transgender child.  I think the One Church Plan makes official what we are already living with.  
(Yes, that’s my opinion and you’re welcome to a different one.  Really.  I know we have a lot of opinions within our district.) 
     This is not to say that human sexuality, how we understand the Bible, what it means to be the church, who can be part     
of the church in what ways, or who we think God is don’t matter.  They do matter—quite a bit!  That’s why this is so hard.  
It’s also hard because, with the exception of about a dozen people from the whole conference, most of us do not get a direct 
vote on what General Conference decides.  So we have to wait in prayer to see whether we will indeed remain “one body”    
as the UMC or whether some of us will find ourselves part of the Church Universal but now different denominations.       
Regardless, I remind us that all the way around, we are talking about human beings Jesus loves enough to die for.  So, “I    
encourage you to live as people worthy of the call you received from God. Conduct yourselves with all humility, gentleness, 
and patience. Accept each other with love, and make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace that ties you 
together.” 
    Waiting in prayer with you, 

    Rev. Abby 
    PS — Did you know United Methodists everywhere are asked to pray for the church every day at 2:23?  (The time is the 

first day of the special General Conference.)  If you can’t do that, set the alarm on your phone for another time to remember 

to pray specifically for the UMC. 
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October Clergy Birthdays 
 

12   Teresa Smolka                   Ohltown 
17   Deb Quillen               East Fairfield 
23 Abby Auman     
          District Superintendent 
28   Kay Dunlap                         Retired 

 

Pastors - If we have your birthday  
listed incorrectly - or not at all -     

please let us know.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MV District Retirees & Spouses  
     

    Will meet for Breakfast and Fellowship 
on Wed. Sept. 26 at 10:00 a.m.  at Den-
ny’s, 4927 Mahoning Ave., Austintown.  
Please note the new 10:00 start time!  

 

ALL CHARGE CONFERENCE  
PAPERWORK  

is due in the District Office  
TWO WEEKS 

prior to your conference 
 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
The deadline for submissions          

to the NOVEMBER 2018 
Newsletter  is 

Monday, October 22 
 

 
Learning, Lunch and Laughter     

 

   Our annual gathering/training session 
for local church secretaries, administra-
tive assistants and office volunteers will 
be held on Thursday, October 25 from 
10 - 12:30 at the District Office.  Please 
plan to attend this informative and fun 
event.   As always, Pastors and SPR 
Committees are urged to treat this  
as a regular, paid 
work day and to  
encourage your   
office staff to attend.   
   The deadline to  
register is Friday,   
Oct. 19.   

 Please keep in your prayers: 
 

    Please pray for Rev. Deb Quillen 
(East Fairfield) recovering from surgery, 
and Rev. Don Booth (Retired), Rev. 
George Lee (Retired) and Pastor Shane 
Russo (Woodland Park/Girard), all   
facing health concerns.  Please also   
pray for our retirees, many of whom   
are battling various ailments.  
        

Pastors  - Thinking about Retiring? 
 

    If so, please announce your intention 
to Bishop Malone and your District  
Superintendent before sharing the   
news with your congregation and/or   
on social  media.  Thank you.  
 

Retired Elders  
 

If you are not under appointment but  
have been active in ministry in the past 
year, please contact the district office  
for a  RETIRED CLERGY ANNUAL  
REPORT form,  which will help us 
track your continued service to the   
district. 

 

Conference Clergy Spouses                 
             Fall Fellowship Mini-Retreat 
 

   Friday & Saturday, November 2 & 3 
Carlisle Inn, 1357 Old Rte 39 NE,    
Sugarcreek, OH 44681.  Questions: 
Contact Elsa Court at ElsaCourt 
@twc.com 

FALL CLERGY GATHERING 
 

The Vision that Fuels the Journey 

Thurs. Oct. 18,  9:30-2:30  
    at Ohltown UMC.                        

Common refrains among clergy are:  
“they don’t teach this in seminary!” and 

“this isn’t why I became a pastor!”  
Sometimes in the day to day of ministry 
we lose sight of why we did say “yes”   
to God’s call.  It’s also vital to remain 
connected to that call during uncertain 
and anxious times, which 2019 is guar-

anteed to be!  (Lord, have mercy!)     
Our fall clergy gathering will focus on 

rekindling that call.  Clergy should begin 
thinking about which Scripture passage 

most speaks to their call. 
ALL FULL-TIME CLERGY ARE 

EXPECTED TO ATTEND.         
Part-timers and retirees are also   

welcome.  
Lunch is included — Please RSVP to 

the District Office by  
Friday, Oct. 12. 

Ohltown UMC is located at             
2001 Ohltown Rd., Mineral Ridge  

44440 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW: 
 

Winter Clergy Gathering - Jan 23  
 

LEAD Conference - March 16 
 

Spring District Conference                
& Financial Tune-Up workshop - 

April 6 

With the DS in  October 
 

1     District Union 
2-4  Cabinet 
7 Beaver Creek Cluster   

 & Nonviolence Rally 
8 Clergy Consults 
9 Clergy Consults 
11-13    Do No Harm workshop 
16 Committee on Ministry 
17 SPRC Consults 
18 Fall Clergy Gathering 
21 SPRC Consults 
23   Cabinet / 8 yr. Assess. Mtg. 
25   Secretary/Admin. Assist. Training 
26 Copeland Oaks Bd. 
28 SPRC Consults 
30 SPRC Consults 
 
Attention:  Health Flex Participants 

 

   There will be a workshop on Tues-
day, Oct. 2 at 9:30 a.m. at the Wildare 
UMC, 7211 N Park Ave. Ext. in 
Cortland to explain changes and new 
options in the Conference Health Care 
plan.   
  If you cannot attend this workshop, 
other options will be listed on the EOC 
website under the Healthcare Benefits 
section.  Go to:   http://eocumc.com 
/health-benefits/index.html for infor-
mation. 
   There are additional options this   
year, so please attend this important  
informational meeting. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

mailto:ElsaCourt@twc.com
mailto:ElsaCourt@twc.com
http://eocumc.com/health-benefits/index.html
http://eocumc.com/health-benefits/index.html


    PAGE  3    

EOC Delegation Listening Posts    
Still Available 

 

   The East Ohio delegation, which was 
elected by Annual Conference, has three 
remaining listening posts to hear the 
thoughts and concerns of clergy and 
laity heading into the 2019 GC Special 
Session.   At the Listening Posts there 
will be a devotion, a brief overview of 
the process of General Conference and 
a review of the legislation, how-
ever, the main purpose of the 
listening posts is for the dele-
gates to listen to you. 
   Remaining dates are: 
   Tues., Oct. 9 from 6:30 – 9:00 pm  
at New Philadelphia First UMC 
   Sat., Oct. 20 from 10:00 am – 12:30 
pm at Ashland First UMC 
Tues., Nov. 6 from 6:30 – 9:00 pm    
at  Aldersgate UMC (North Coast) 
   For more information, go to 
eocumc.com. 
 

Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat 2018  
Servant Leadership & Visioning and      
Implementation  
 

   November 12, 13, 14, at The Carlisle 
Inn at Sugarcreek— 1357 Old Route 
39   Sugarcreek, OH 44681—
carlisleinnsugarcreek.hotelsone.com  
   All Clergy Are Invited - Students 
through Retirees!  
Elders, Deacons, Associate Members,  
Licensed Local Pastor .   
   2 CEUs for attending all sessions.  
Reservation deadline is October 12,  
Brochures are available in the District 
Office.  

 
Young People’s Ministries:                 
   Announcing the New Blog and   
        Practically Honest Podcast  
 

   Young People’s Ministries is publish-
ing a new blog for those that live and 
work with teens and young adults.  This 
week’s topic is, “You are not alone! 
Let’s talk networking.”  It features 
Tim Beck, Char Messenger, and Kaye 
Wolfinger as they discuss how important 
it has been to them to connect with    
other youth leaders.  See the Sept. 10 
edition of E-News for more infor-
mation. 

UM Community Center Update 
 

   “The board of directors regrets to  
announce that the United Methodist 

Community Center will suspend services 
indefinitely effective September 15, 

2018, due to a lack of sustainable fund-
ing.  Every effort will be made to con-
nect our clientele with other area agen-
cies.  We are proud to have followed in 
the footsteps of the Pearl Street Mission 

of Youngstown and the Rebecca Wil-
liams Community Center of Warren, 
and are hopeful that we will serve the 
communities of the Mahoning Valley 

again in the future.” 
 

   Planned Giving Seminar  
 

    A Planned Giving Seminar is     
scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 28th at   

11:30 a.m.  It will be hosted by     
Boardman UMC,  6809 Market St., 

Boardman Ohio.  Brian Sheetz,          
Executive Director of the East Ohio 
United Methodist Foundation will be 

our guest speaker.  Some of the topics 
discussed will be: options to support 

your local church, take advantage of the 
new tax laws, & increase your income 

for the balance of your lifetime. 
   All are welcome to attend, there is    
no cost.  Reservations to this event  
must be called into the Boardman   

UMC office (330-758-4527) no later 
than Wednesday, October 17th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CROP Walk 
 

   We invite you and your congregation 
to participate in the Youngstown CROP 
Hunger Walk on October 14, 2018 start-

ing at Richard Brown Memorial UMC 
1205 Elm St. Youngstown, OH 44505.     
   Consider forming a team with your 
church and help support hunger relief 

efforts both globally and locally!  
   Please visit: https://

www.crophungerwalk.org/
youngstownoh for more information.  

 

Young Adult Mission Opportunity 
 

   Discover.. . .  Mission, China — July     
17-31, 2019.. This is a unique volunteer 
in mission opportunity for young adults, 
ages 18-35, to engage in an intentional, 
cultural immersion mission journey. At-
tendees will connect with young adult 
Christians of China, and learn about the 
work and witness of faith in the context 
of contemporary China. For more infor-
mation contact mission team leader  
David Newhouse at 847-263-8621 or 
pastordavid.bumc@gmail.com 
-News for the link to the Podcast.   
 

International Peace Light Coming  
to Area 
  

   For over 28 years the Peace Light 
from Bethlehem has been spread 
throughout Europe by the cooperation 
of the Austrian Broadcasting Company 
– ORF (Linz), Austrian Airlines and the 
Austrian Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. 
This year the Bethlehem Peace Light  
will arrive at JFK Airport in New York 
after the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
   The Peace Light originates in the  
grotto where the Christ child was born 
in Bethlehem and is delivered by a 
young Austrian child to the Austrian 
Airlines where it is placed in two blast 
proof miners’ lamps and flown from Tel 
Aviv, Israel to Vienna, Austria. Here the 
light is then distributed throughout 20 
European countries and overseas, in-
cluding North America, via land routes 
and the Austrian 
   The Great Trail Council , Boy Scouts 
of America, will be bringing it to the 
area and is looking for locations to host 
the Peace Light. It would require only 
that you give it a suitable place of resi-
dence within your location or place of 
worship and offer it to anyone who will 
like to receive it.  If your church or place 
of worship want to receive the Peace 
Light for your Christmas observances, 
please let us know so that we can pro-
vide details and you can decide for its 
arrival at your location. 
    Please contact Mike Kupec for infor-
mation, questions or to offer to host the 
Peace Light. at 330-519-3988 or 
mike.kupec@gmail.com .Peace Light. 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/new+philadelphia+first+umc/@40.4904677,-81.5179377,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8836e347d8ad98c5:0x30faf4d0aa268087!2m2!1d-81.4478978!2d40.4904888
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/new+philadelphia+first+umc/@40.4904677,-81.5179377,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8836e347d8ad98c5:0x30faf4d0aa268087!2m2!1d-81.4478978!2d40.4904888
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/First+United+Methodist+Church,+220+Sandusky+St,+Ashland,+OH+44805/@40.8698225,-82.3884137,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8839fb4954bf00c9:0xb7965a3d15b65fcf!2m2!1d-82.3183738!2d40.8698437
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/aldersgate+umc+%26+warrensville/@41.4482059,-81.6092774,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8830e2cac2d20681:0xd6103387580c1d46!2m2!1d-81.5392375!2d41.4482271
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/youngstownoh
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/youngstownoh
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/youngstownoh
mailto:pastordavid.bumc@gmail.com
mailto:mike.kupec@gmail.com
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District UMW Update 
 

   Fall District UMW meeting is Thur. 
Oct. 25 at Ohltown UMC. We will be 
having Rev. Kathryn Adams as our 
speaker and Debbie Melvin as our     
special music. Registration is 9am. 
 

District Lay Servant Training 
 

   Lay Servant training this fall will be 
available on October 12-13 at Boardman 
First UMC.  The  Advanced course will 
explore Accountable Discipleship using 
the text Accountable Discipleship: Living in 
God’s Household by Steven W. Manskar.  
This course is a recommended pre-
requisite to next year’s course on Class 
Leadership.  We will also offer the  
Basic Course.  Registration for courses 
offered this fall is available at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-lay-
servant-training-mahoning-valley-
district-umc-tickets-
49294634579?aff=affiliate1.  Please  
register on-line if at all possible. Partici-
pants will be responsible for obtaining 
their own training materials.  Links to 
ordering the materials on-line are listed 
on Eventbrite and will also be emailed 
to each registrant.  Contact Marla Hum 
at mkhum20@gmail.com with any ques-
tions or concerns.  NOTE:  The Basic 
Course is no longer requiring the 
participant to give a formal speech 
… so please encourage any one    
interested in beginning as a Lay 
Servant.  Deadline to register is    
Oct. 5. 
 
 
 
 

NON-VIOLENCE WEEK 
 

October 7-13, 2018 is Nonviolence 
Week across the state of Ohio. 

 
The Eighth Annual Nonviolence Parade 
begins at the intersection of Wick Ave. 
and Wood St. in downtown Youngs-

town at 3:00 PM sharp on Oct. 7. If you 
are participating in the parade, you 
should begin to line up at 2:30. The  

parade will proceed down Wick Ave./
Market St. to Front St. and on to the 
Covelli Centre parking lot where the 

rally will be held immediately after the 
parade. Come and join the Youngstown 

Team - Trinity, Richard Brown, Cen-
tenary, Lockwood and Mahoning UMC 

as they walk for nonviolence. 
The purpose of Nonviolence Week is to 

make the community stop and think 
about the need for ALL of us to work 

for NONVIOLENCE in our communi-
ty. In the words of Congressman John 

Lewis, an icon of the Civil Rights Move-
ment and a nonviolence role model for 

all, "IF NOT US THEN WHO/  IF 
NOT NOW, THEN WHEN?" 

 
East Fairfield Mission Fair 

 

   Sunday October 21 we will be hosting 
a mission fair.  Kathy Dickriede will be 
the guest preacher in worship.  Follow-
ing worship (about 10:30 am) different 

local missions will be present with infor-
mation about their outreach for people 
to talk to and learn more.  A meal will 
be served from 11:30-12:30, cost is  a 
donation, with the proceeds going to 

missions. 
   East Fairfield UMC is located at 45675 

Rt. 558, New Waterford, 44445. 

IT’S DINNER TIME 
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
Oct. 4, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Boardman-Poland Rd.  
 

Drive by Swiss Steak Dinners - Thurs. 
Oct. 4, , 4:00 until sold out at Western 
Reserve UMC, 4580 Canfield Rd.   
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner - Thurs. 
Oct. 11, 3:30 until sold out at Calvary 
UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  North Lima. 
 

Free Pancake, Sausage & Egg  
Breakfast - Sat. Oct. 13, 9-11:30 at 
Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. Canfield 
Niles Rd., Austintown. 
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
Oct. 18, 4:30-6:00 at Smith Corners. 
 

Chili Sale - Sat., Oct. 20, 10 a.m. until 
noon/sold out at  Ohltown UMC,    
2001 Ohltown Rd., Mineral Ridge. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner - Sat., Oct. 20, 4:30-
6:30 at Negley UMC, 50615 Richardson 
Ave., Negley.  
 

Et Cetera  . . .  
      

Rummage Sale - Friday & Saturday, 
Oct. 4 & 5, at Columbiana UMC, 210   
S. Main St., Columbiana.   
 

Ohltown UMC - free community 
Trunk or Treat on Sat., Oct. 27 from     
2 -3 pm. 
 

 Operation Christmas Child 
 

   Operation Christmas Child provides 
shoeboxes filled with gifts for needy 
children in countries around the world. 
If you would like to participate in this 
ministry of Samaritan's Purse contact  
Rev. Kathryn Adams at 330-719-2902  
or revkathryn927@aol.com 
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