
 

  Tracy S. Malone, Resident Bishop, East Ohio Conference United Methodist Church 
   Abby Auman District Superintendent, Mahoning Valley District 

   Rick Oaks, District Associate; Kay Dunlap, District Associate Emeritus   

   Kathy Kramer, Administrative Assistant;    Jeff Williamson, Treasurer 

VOLUME  12 ,  ISSUE  7  

 

SEPTEMBER  2017 

Mahoning Valley Messenger  
  

Phone: 330-270-3400 
E-mail: office@mvdistumc.org 
Web: www.mvdistumc.org 

 

Anxious Times  
 

These are anxious times we live in.  We’ve spent all summer watching our           
legislators play ping-pong with healthcare on a national level, while worrying    
about just how our lives will be affected by the changes in our conference health 
care plan.  As I write, the US and North Korea are engaged in some pretty serious 
saber-rattling.  Meanwhile, many of our churches are anxiously praying that fall 
brings an end to the summer worship & giving slump, all the while worrying that    
it still won’t be enough, because what used to work doesn’t work so well anymore!  

Oh, and there’s the Way Forward commission … 

Is this what you signed up for when you answered God’s call to pastor or serve in your church’s lay leader-
ship?  No?  Me, neither!  But we are hardly the first people to have to trust God to lead us through uncertainty 
to something brand new.  As Joshua became Israel’s leader, God said to him, “Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and of good courage; be not frightened, neither be dismayed; for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” (Josh. 1:9, RSV) 

Gil Rendle has written a monograph entitled Be Strong and of Good Courage:  A Call to Quiet Courage in an Anxious 
Time, in which he asserts that courage is what we most need in our leaders right now.  He says, “Courage is 
knowing to be more afraid of not being able to move the church toward its missional purpose of changing 
people’s lives and transforming their communities, than to be afraid of our own anxiety and loss of familiar 
comfort as we face change.”  While this might elicit within us a deep “Yes!” that “Yes!” is probably quickly 
swamped by a wave of anxious “easier said than done.”  But, thanks be to God, we are not in this alone!    
Our fall clergy gathering will be a mini retreat for our clergy to develop our quiet courage together.        
(Details on page 2) 

If you are a layperson reading this, please encourage your pastor to come, and advocate among the laity and 
staff at your church for them to have the time to come with no one giving them a hard time about it.  Then, 
ask your pastor what they learned.  Down the road, when things get tough, support your pastor when they 
display quiet courage. 

Everyone, “turn your eyes upon Jesus” and remember his words in John 14:27:  “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not   
let them be afraid.” 

Peace, 

Rev. Abby Auman 
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September Clergy (etc.) Birthdays 
 

1    Jeff Yeh                     Poland Assoc.  
5    Jeffrey Harrison    West Austintown 
14 Tom Scott                           Winona 
17 Steve Kenneally   
                New Garden/Franklin Square 
21 Mary Prior               Fowler/Vienna 
22 Kathy Kramer        
                      District  Admin. Assistant 
23  Cindy Midlick 
                      Leetonia/Robbins 
27  Kathryn Adams              Lowellville 
27  Tina Gallaher                       Lisbon 
 
Pastors - If we have your birthday listed 
incorrectly - or not at all -  please let us 
know.  

 

 
Nonviolence Parade & Rally 
Sunday, October 1 at 3:00 
Downtown Youngstown  

 

The parade is open to all nonprofit   
organizations such as youth groups,  

athletic teams, church groups, neighbor-
hood watch groups as well as business-
es, government officials and politicians. 
The parade will start on West Wood      
and Wick streets and proceed down-
town. You can walk with us, have a 

car/truck, or create a float. We encour-
age you to have a banner to display 
your group’s name and a nonviolence 

slogan as well.   
Join us for the Rally at the Covelli 

Center after the parade. 
Deadline for registering is Sept 15th. 

 

Rally, continued 
 

EOC Resident Bishop Tracy S. 
Malone is scheduled to participate  

in the event. 
 

 If you have any questions, please call  
or email  Penny Wells, director  of    

Mahoning Valley Sojourn to the Past - 
330-788-0545,                                    

pennywwells@sbcglobal.net.  
 

Retirees & Spouses Gathering 

   MV District retirees & spouses will 
meet for Breakfast and fellowship on 
Wednesday, September 27 at 9:00 a.m.  
    at Denny’s, 4927 Mahoning Ave.,        

Austintown.  Ken Kubichek will present 
a program on the Amish.  

 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Please keep in your prayers: 

Rev. Mark Vincent (Berlin Center),   
Rev. Carol McCartney (Bunker Hill), 
Rev. Deb Quillen (East Fairfield) and  
Pastor Pat Smith (Salineville/Rileys),    
all recovering from surgery;  Rev.      
Susan Brown (Canfield);  Rev. George 
Lee (Retired);  Rev. Kay Dunlap, 
(District Associate, Emeritus); and    
Rev. Marian Glass (Retired); all facing 
health concerns.  
   Please also pray for retirees George 
Schreckengost and wife, Ginny;  Lester 
Hickman, Pete Kerlin, Gary Rinker    
and Pat Kendig, all battling a variety     
of ailments.   

 

With the DS in September 
 

4 Labor Day - Office closed 
5 Clergy Consults / SPRC Consult 
7 Clergy Consults  
8 New Clergy Orientation 
11-13    Cabinet 
14-16    UMHEF Board Meeting 
18 Compass Group Leaders 
19 Clergy Consults  
20 Clergy Consults / SPRC Consults 
21 Clergy Consults  
24 SPRC Consults 
25 Clergy Consults  
26 Clergy Consults / SPRC Consults 
27 Clergy Consults / District Union /  
       District Finance / SPRC Consults 
 

Details on DISTRICT Fall Clergy       
Retreat: “Be Strong and of Good 

Courage” 
 

   Date:  Tuesday, October 17, 2017 
   Time:  9:30am-2pm 

   Location:  Niles First UMC 
In advance:  If possible, read Gil Rendle’s 
monograph Be Strong and of Good Courage, 
which will be emailed to you.  Come 
even if you don’t get the reading done. 
 

After:  Optional follow up on Tuesday, 
November 14 from 10am-12pm to 
check in and further develop our prac-
tice of quiet courage.  Attending the first 
does not obligate you to attend the   
second, but you must attend the first to 
be eligible for the second. 
 

Lunch will be served —  
RSVP to Kathy in the district office  

   
 ********************************************************** 
 

Important Announcement: 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018 
will be held   

June 11-14, 
not the following week,                 
as previously announced 

 

*********************************************************** 
 

The deadline for submissions          
to the OCTOBER 2017  
Newsletter  is 

Monday, September 18 

Responding to Hurricane Harvey 
 

   We are asking people of faith to pray 
for those in the path of the storm. The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) is actively providing assis-
tance to those who need it most. Please 
remember that individual shipments of 
supplies are not helpful during the early 
stages of shelter and early relief.   There 
will be significant long term needs 
caused by this major event. 
   If you wish to make a financial contri-
bution to the relief efforts, you can   
donate by writing a check to your local 
UMC, designating the fund to which 
you wish to make your donation: 

• Fund 901670 UMCOR US Disaster 
Response 

• Fund EOC 1310 “UMCOR Hurri-
cane Recovery 2017” 

   We also ask for support of efforts in 
building inventories of relief supplies.  
These are disbursed from storage loca-
tions in truck loads then replenished by 
your donations. At this time, we are in 
need of hygiene kits and cleaning buck-
ets.  With many potentially suffering 
damage to their homes from flood wa-
ters, our greatest need, is cleaning buck-
ets.  Kits can be sent directly to Sager 
Brown, Depot West or delivered to an 
affiliate warehouse nearest you. For 
more information:  see the full article at 
www.eocumc.com.    
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What’s Different and What’s the 
Same about Staff-Parish Relations 
Consults? 
 

A new district superintendent (DS) 
means that even though we are doing 
some of the same things United Meth-
odists always do, we might be doing 
them a little differently.  Rev. Abby was 
well-known for introducing something 
new in worship by saying, “We’re going 
to try something new today.  If it’s     
terrible, we’ll never do it again, but  
we’re going to try it today.” 
What’s the same? 

The DS will meet with members of 
SPRC or PPRC for an annual check 
up on how things are going with 
your church.  This is an   opportuni-
ty to celebrate what God is doing   
as well as examine where your 
church could be  more fruitful. 

You still need to submit all your charge 
conference paperwork  2 weeks  in 
advance.  It goes in permanent rec-
ords, so do it well. 

We have made an effort to schedule 
these around the district so they   
are more geographically convenient 
for your committee members. 

What’s different? 

A different person is reading your     
reports for the first time.  Don’t 
assume Abby knows what Dan 
knew.  In fact, Dan had so much 
crammed in his head it’s safer to 
assume Abby does not know, so    
tell her what she needs to know 
about your church! 

Along those lines, Rev. Abby is gather-
ing a lot of information about the 
district in order to discern God’s 
leading.  You can expect some ques-
tions you may not have been asked 
before which will be asked of all the 
churches.  For example, “what kind 
of progress have you made on your 
one new, bold, courageous ministry 
beyond the church walls?” 

Pastor attendance at the SPR consulta-
tion is optional.  Rev. Abby will hear 
the pastor’s perspective  during the 
one-on-one pastor consultations,   
so this is a chance to hear the laity’s 

perspective.  Pastors can attend if 
they like but can have the time to  
be free to do something else.  As 
before, pastors who do attend will 
be released partway through. 

Some of the consultations are on Sun-
days.  Rev. Abby wants to even-
tually worship at all the district 
churches, so she might as well meet 
with the SPRC while they’re all 
there.  We will see how Sunday af-
ternoons work for other SPRCs—it 
may be more convenient for busy 
people than weeknights or Satur-
days.  Think of it as honoring the 
Lord’s church on the Lord’s day. 

What’s in a Name? 
 

   I really appreciate all the people who 
have asked what I would like to be 
called.  It shows your respect for me  
and the office of the district superinten-
dent…as well as the increasing informal-
ity of American culture, and the fact that 
district superintendents are raised from 
among their peers just for a season.  (A 
season of some years, to be sure!)   
   So, what should you call me?  Well, 
something nice!  Rev. Abby,  Rev.      
Auman, Pastor Abby, and Abby are all 
fine, and I’ll likely answer to them.   
(Not Amy.  I don’t answer to Amy, 
since it’s not my name.  Nor is Seth.)   
In writing, I typically use the more    
formal title of Reverend, and if you  
were to be listing me in, say, your 
church bulletin, that’s what I’d expect.  
This might be my generation, but in my 
churches and among colleagues I am 
used to calling adults by first names, so  
I will not be offended if you use mine. 

   Thank you for asking! 

~Your new District Superintendent 

Reminder to Pastors & Local Church 
Finance Officers 
 

   Clergy pensions - for those eligible - 
are determined using the formula includ-
ed on the Pastor Compensation Report.   
   As of now, the Clergy/Family Health 
Care Premium will be $14,508.  This is 
subject to change at the November  
Board of Benefits meeting.  

Fall Lay Servant Training 
 

   Fall Lay Servant Training in Mahoning 
Valley will be held Sept. 22-23 at West-
ern Reserve UMC.  We will be offering 
the Basic Course along with two ad-
vanced courses.   
   The Advanced course in "Leading 
Worship" will train laity about the com-
ponents of worship and give opportuni-
ties for planning various types of wor-
ship services.   
   A preaching course titled "From Pew 
to Pulpit" will offer training in develop-
ing a sermon.  Participants will be re-
quired to prepare a sermon prior to the 
training and deliver their message on 
Saturday afternoon of the training. 
   Those interested can enroll on-line    
at the following link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lay-
servant-training-mahoning-valley-district
-umc-tickets-36715064747?aff=es2 
    The cost is $20 which includes 
snacks, lunch, continental type break-
fast.  In addition, participants are re-
quired to obtain and purchase their own 
training materials.  Once they register on
-line, they will receive emailed infor-
mation regarding where to purchase the 
text along with further instructions. 
   Contact Marla Hum at 
mkhum20@gmail.com or call or text 

(330) 692-3651 with any questions or 
concerns. 

 

UMW Update 
 

   The Fall District UMW Meeting will 

take place on Thursday, October 26 at 
9am. We will be hosted by Boardman 

UMC. Special music will be provided by 
Vicky Andre and our program will be 
“Mercy”. Call Chris Grabert for more 

info or to register- 330-726-9131 or       
cell-330-720-9461 can text, or email- 
cagrabert@aol.com 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

October is  
Clergy Appreciation Month! 

Of course, you don’t have to wait ‘til 
then to show them you care. 
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Community Center News 
    

   In October of this year the United 
Methodist Community Center will have 
provided 95 years of service to the 
women, children, veterans and others in 
need in our communities. The Center is 
in a covenant relationship with the    
national organization of the United 
Methodist Women that provides some 
of the funding to support our ministries 
through our centers in Youngstown & 
Warren.  
   To mark this special time the Center  
is hosting “UMCC As a Community 
Treasure” on October 19th, 2017; 6-9   
pm at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, with 
food & special music.. 
   We would like to take this opportunity 
to recognize the contributions of the 
Center. Most importantly we would like 
you to know the difference we make in 
people’s lives and our goals for reaching 
even more people in the future. The 
center seeks “the least of these” in our 
community, especially those that fall 
through the cracks of other programs 
and are in desperate need of a variety   
of resources. The Center offers hope 
and seeks to “teach, develop and em-
power individuals and families.” 
   Our anniversary celebration is an   
opportunity for you to reach out to   
others through the Center by supporting 
our work.  Tickets are $100 for food 
and special music.  
We are also seeking sponsors to help 
support our work: Bronze- $200-499; 
Silver-$500-999;  Gold- $1000-2999; 
Diamond- $3000-4999; Platinum- $5000 
and up.  Please contact the UMCC at 

330-747-5149 or email umcc139 
@neohio.twcbc.com or Cathy Casey  
at klc52@zoominternet.net or 
330-501-2188.  
 

Community Center Needs    

   The United Methodist Community 
Center recently held a summer camp  
for kids in Warren. One of our employ-
ees, Claudette Womack, conducted a 
class teaching the kids how to sew and 
they were able to make dresses and 
capes. We are asking if any of our read-
ers know of sewing machines they could 
donate to the Center. We would like to 
make sewing a part of our teaching min-
istries. Sewing machines with their at-
tachments would be greatly appreciated. 

We would be happy to pick them up.  
Please contact the UMCC at 330-747-
5149 or umcc139@neohio.twcbc.com. 
 
Holy Land Tour Meeting 
    
   Salem First United Methodist Church 
is looking to organize a Holy Land  
Classic Trip in October or November 
2018.  This will be a 10 day guided 
tour.  Daniel and Debbie Drew will be 
our personal guides.  This trip will be 
organized via Educational Opportunities 
Tours. 
    An informational meeting is planned 
for Sunday, September 24th at 5 p.m. at 
Salem First (244 S. Broadway Avenue, 
Salem, Ohio 44460).  Please bring a  
covered dish and your questions.  Please 
call the church office for reservations at 
330-337-9531 no later than noon on 
Friday, September 22nd.  Thank you.  

It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Chicken Dinner to Go - Thurs., Sept. 
7, 4:00 until sold out at Poland UMC, 
1940 Boardman-Poland Rd.  
 

Free Pancake Breakfast - Sat.  Sept. 9, 
9-11:30 at Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. 
Canfield Niles Rd., Austintown. 
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner - Thurs. 
Sept. 14, 3:30 until sold out at  Calvary 
UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  North Lima. 
 

Chicken & Biscuits Dinner - Sat., 
Sept. 16, 4:30-6:30 at Bunker Hill UMC, 
15096 Middletown Rd., Beloit. 
 

Chili Sales - Sat., Sept. 16, 10 a.m. until  

sold out at Ohltown UMC, 2001 Ohl-
town Rd., Mineral Ridge.   
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
Sept. 21, 4:30-6:00 at Smith Corners 
UMC, 3000 S Canfield Niles Rd.,     
Austintown. 
 

Rummage and Bake Sale - Fri. & Sat. 
Sept. 28 & 29,  9 a.m.– 4 p.m.  at  
Woodland Park UMC, 601 Ohio Ave., 
McDonald.   
 

Fish Dinner - Fri. October 6 , 3:30– 
6:30 at Tod Avenue UMC,  155 Tod. 
Ave. NW, Warren.   
 

Chicken BBQ - Sat., Oct. 7, 3-6 at  
Calvary UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  
North Lima 
 

Drive Thru Ham Dinner - Tuesday, 
Oct. 10, 4-6 p.m. (or until sold out) at 
Columbiana First UMC, 210 S Main St., 
Columbiana.    

 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————


