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Visit our website at www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio  April 2017 

Spring District Conference             
Sunday, April 30, 2017                                     

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.                                      
@Bucyrus UMC (Worship Center)                

227 S. Walnut St. * 44820 
 

“Strands of Love”, celebrating ways that we are woven 
together in ministry; worship led by Rev. Becky Weamer 
and praise team from Crestline UMC; a time to browse a 
strategic smorgasbord to connect with people, ideas, and 
topics to weave into your own church’s future; caring for 
and celebrating our district as we take action on finances, 
clergy matters, and members-at-large to AC. 

 

 

Mid-Ohio Appointment Changes                              

effective 7-1-17 

Brian Amstutz - Faith UMC                      

Sue Antolik - Harmony Chapel & Williamsport    

Kyle Gould - Oak Chapel UMC                

Garland Harvey - Shelby First & Tiro       

Jacob Heskett - Nankin & Polk UMC         

Derek  Hickman - Ravenna UMC               

Nestor Nazario - MO District Superintendent  

Karen Oehl - Mt Vernon Gay Street UMC   

Elizabeth Ortiz - Ashley & Kilbourne          

Jerry Penrod - Beverly UMC                        

Ryan Skelton - Chesterville & Sparta         

Jason Snyder - Utica UMC                           

Matt Weaver - Galion Christ UMC           
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2017 Annual Conference Theme 

The June 12-15 session of Annual Conference will return to Lakeside 

Chautauqua with a new quadrennial theme, Bearing Fruit that Lasts: 

Called, Committed, Connected. 

Using John 15:1-17 (CEB) as our guiding scripture, we will explore 

what it means to be called and equipped as followers of Jesus Christ, 

highlight the joy of making a commitment to take up residence in 

God’s love, and to extend that love to others, and underscore the im-

portance of being connected to God and to our neighbors if we are to 

bear fruit by making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world. 

When I Grow Up, I Want to Name Paint Colors 

I am endlessly fascinated by words and have always been 
enchanted by the names of paint colors.  As I head for a 
new parsonage, I have been browsing paint chips and 
considering rooms and furniture.  But I keep getting dis-
tracted by the names of the colors.  “They call it mel-
low”  (yes, this was a yellow chip)  Bolero (brown) Tea-
berry (kind of red or maroon) Whole wheat (another 
brown) and my favorite—Broccoflower!!  I began to 
wonder if I was looking at paint colors or a menu. 

When I was a child, I was told that my red hair meant I 
had a temper.  So I did.  Other labels can be more damag-
ing:  stupid, ugly, reject.  Or a word can help you live in-
to being something more:  winner, strong, loved. 

Think about words that you use when you describe your 
church.  The one I hear most is “friendly”. But what does 
that mean?  It is about as helpful as “teaberry” in really                                       

                       telling me about a church. Friendly may describe you, 
but it is most likely a label that you need to live into very intentionally.     

Borrowing from another kind of advertising, consider how you are friendly, or to whom.  For exam-
ple, a restaurant advertises itself as “family-friendly.”  This should mean that there is food appropriate 
for children, high chairs or booster seats and a tolerance for noise and activity.  Is your church family 
friendly in this way—content, comfort, tolerance?  Businesses advertise themselves in various ways as 
pet-friendly, user-friendly, biker-friendly, and so on.  They have adjusted what they do and how they 
do it, not just to make a group comfortable, but to make it possible for them to even come through the 
door. 

This is what Jesus does for us.  Makes it possible for us to walk through the door into relationship with 
God.  And then he gave the task to the church to continue. . . . . 

I don’t call you servants any longer, because servants don’t know what their master is doing.  
Instead, I call you friend, because everything I heard from the Father I have made known to you.  
You didn’t choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you could go and produce fruit 
and so that your fruit could last.  John 15:15-16a. 

Comments by Rev. Karen Oehl 
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UMHSO      
Convocation 

& Annual 
meeting 

The theme will be 

“Celebrating Women of 

Courage, Character and 

Commitment in the 

UMC and will include 

sessions of interests to 

church historians.   

Registration and       

detailed schedule at 

www.umhso.org 

April 22                          

@ Trinity UMC           

200 N. Summit        

Bowling Green 

Clergy Spouse Breakfast & Fellowship 

Wednesday, June 14 * 9-11 am * @ Wesley Lodge, Lakeside 

New Menu for Breakfast: scrambled eggs, meat, biscuits, danish,      

muffins, whole fruit, dry cereal, yogurt, orange juice, milk, coffee and tea. 

Marketplace Shopping: Dur ing breakfast and after  shor t greeting and singing time. 

The Marketplace: For  every clergy spouse who loves to craft, sew, and bake we invite you to 

bring your items to sell for your profit. Tables will encircle the venue so don’t delay reserving space. 

Ten tables/spaces will be available. Contact Elsa Court at elsacourt@twc.com or by calling 234-401-

9454. For those who reserve a table, set-up begins at 8:30a.m. Deadline for table reservations is June 1. 

Childcare: 18months - 4th grade available at Lakeside UMC for a donation.  

Being the Hands and Feet of Jesus to our neighbors in Richland County 
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.  

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter 

via email or on the web-

site and let us know to 

remove you from the 

postal mailing list.     

Thank You! 

Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 
MANSFIELD, OH 

44902 
PERMIT NO. 348 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Listed below are the name of persons nominated at their church’s 2016 

Charge Conference to be District Delegates-at-Large to the 2018 Annual 

Conference. These folks will be voted on at the April 30 Spring District 

Conference at the Bucyrus UMC. If someone was nominated and are not 

on this list, please contact the district office immediately. Thank You! 

 

 

                                                                                                                          

 

Asbury - Emma Dixon, Larry Dixon, Ed Hoar, Judy Maxwell                     

Bucyrus - Greg Lyons, Lenny Lust, Pat Moore, Galen Whitmeyer            

Cardington Center - Sally Dye       Iberia - Lu Ellen Ness                                                                                                          

Cardington Fairview - Diane Carwell   Johnsville Gr. - Beth Gerismof 

Chapel Hill - Ray White        Lakefork - Sharon Sours                                                                                                         

Chesterville - Lynn Shinaberry     Mansfield First - Paul Dawson                                                                                                   

Church of the Cross - Jeff Vannatta   McZena Hope - Judy McFarlin                                                                                                     

Edison - Charisse Smith         Mt Zion - Mary Platt                                                                                                            

Fairview (Wayne) - Jane Benson     Paradise Hill - Cathy Broome                                                                                                    

Faith - Phyllis Harrington       Tiro - Glen Cole                                                                         

Harmony Chapel - Pat Rinehart     Woodlawn - Thelma Hawkins


