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  Celebrate Recovery 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems like every week there is another story in our community of an overdose or drug-related arrest. 

Often these involve children and the breaking up of families. According to one coroner in Dayton, this 

year Ohio could double the 4,000 overdose deaths from 2016. There is a crisis in our community and 

many across the stae. 

According to the UM Social Principles, “Drug-dependent persons and their family members, including 

those who are assessed or diagnosed as dependent on alcohol, are individuals of infinite human worth  

deserving of treatment, rehabilitation, and ongoing life-changing recovery.” 

This is a critical time for the UMC to bring the life-changing love and grace of Jesus to all persons,       

especially those seeking recovery from addictions. Your congregations can help to make this important 

ministry a reality again in our communities.  

Please join us a First UMC on August 15th at 11:30 am for  lunch and information about re-starting 

an addiction recovery ministry, Celebrate Recovery, in Ashland. Together we can make a difference in 

the lives of addicted persons and their families! 

P.S. Please RSVP to Mary Ann Bailey at 419-289-7551 to let us know your coming so we can adequately 

prepare.  

Blessings, Allan Bevere, Jon Priebe, Jake Heskett and Jenny Whitmore 
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   It has been a month since I have been in the Mid-Ohio   
District as your District Superintendent.  During the month of 
July, I have had the opportunity to worship on Sundays mornings 
at several of our congregations, including the privilege of singing 
in a choir of retired and active ministers, and filling in as a drum-
mer during a contemporary worship service. 
  I have also had the opportunity to listen, read about, see 
and/or participate in some of the diverse ways we as a church are 
expressing God’s love toward the community we are called to 
serve.  I have heard from pastors and chairs of some of the      
District committees about what we have done in the past, are  
currently doing, and are planning to do in the future to be an 
agent of God’s transforming love in the world. 

 I have learned from Mission-Insite that the population in Mid-Ohio is expected to hold steady, 
that it is very homogenous racially, that the divide between blue-collar and white-collar occupations is 
closely split, and that only 17% of the population consider worship attendance to be important.  Forty-
four percent of the population consider themselves to be spiritual but not religious.  That means that 
they are currently meeting their spiritual needs of relating to God or a Higher Power, to others and to 
self through other means other than organized religion. 

Knowing that Mid-Ohio has a lot of farmland, I thought it would be a good idea to experience 
firsthand what farmers do.  When I found out at Annual Conference, that our District Lay Leader, Don 
Burdsall, had farmland, owned horses, and would bale hay in the Summer, I volunteered to help as a 
way of getting to know the people of Mid-Ohio.   

Sure enough, the call came, the date was set, and out to Cardington, Ohio, I drove to bale hay 
with Don.  Little did I know, that I would be considering that experience to be my initiation to Mid-
Ohio after the dust had settled.  I must say it was an eye-opening experience in many ways.  

It was arduous work.  Stacking bales of hay while keeping your balance on a wagon being 
hauled by a tractor, that is also pulling a hay baler machine, is no easy feat.  (It took me a while to get 
my sea legs back.)  After stacking 108 bales of hay at approximately 45 lbs. apiece, I welcomed the 
respite as we transported the hay to the barn to be stored in the hayloft.  Once there, Don set the hay 
bale elevator to begin the upload.  I had to unplug the machine halfway through our load to catch my 
breath. 

Even though I lost my eyeglasses while being consumed by this task, I got a glimpse into all 
the challenging work farmers do, year in and year out, to make a living.  It gave me a new appreciation 
and understanding of who they are and what they do.  It also made me think about how little do we 
know about the people or groups of people with whom we don’t interact or relate with.  We naturally 
tend to set up barriers between them and us. 

If we want to be a vital and growing church in our communities, we need to widen our circles 
of interaction to include other people.  We need to start relating and interacting with the 83% of un-
churched people.  We need to get to know them and become their friends first, so that they may       
experience God’s love through us.  Who knows?  Maybe after that they may explore meeting their 
spiritual needs through our communities of faith.  

It is amazing what hay baling can make you think about.  I just hope Don’s horses don’t eat my 
eyeglasses. 

                          In HIS Service, 

                               Néstor 

 
Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. ~ Romans 12:16 

A                               
Note 

From the     
DS 
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Charge       
Conference     

Season 

Charge Conference 

forms and schedules 

are available on our 

website at…                  

eocumc.com/mid-ohio                                                                   

                            

Word forms and paper 

copies are available 

upon request by      

contacting the district 

office.  

Please remember the 

purpose of the CC is 

for each local church to 

annually assess its 

health and effectiveness 

in making and maturing 

disciples, and to chart 

the intended course for 

the coming year.  

Questions: Contact 

Renee (419-522-3881) 

or by email at… 

midohiodistrict@gmail 

 

Revive & Renew for Relevant Ministry  

 
Town & Rural Resource Program of East & West Ohio invite UM Clergy and Laity to join us for a day 
apart to:  Revive & Renew for Relevant Ministry 
 
The Goals of this event are…  
 Rest, revive, and refuel for ministry 
 Slow down to feel and experience God 
 Enjoy a quiet retreat, with guided reflection 
 Explore various spiritual practices  
 Decrease ministry fatigue 
 Find new rhythms to notice God’s presence and to maintain focus 
 
Revive & Renew includes: continental breakfast, lunch, snacks and 3 breakout workshops. 
Cost: $25 for Saturday or optional overnight on Sept. 29 for $35 per person. 
Registration Deadline: Sept. 17 * Call Rev. Debra Ketcham at 614-580-2382 for additional info. 

September 30, 2017 

9am - 4pm 

@ Camp Wesley                     
(north of Bellefontaine, OH) 
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.  

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us to be better 

stewards of our resources and 

read the newsletter via email or 

on the website and let us know 

to remove you from the postal 

mailing list.  Thank You! 

Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA WORKSHOP 

On Tuesday, September 21 from 9am until noon at Faith UMC in North 

Canton (300 9th St. * 44720)  Learn how your church can implement a 

copyright & Safe Sanctuary compliant social media strategy using…  

Presenter: Rick Wolcott (EOC Director of Communications) 
Cost: $5.00 

Register here: www.123signup.com/register?id=hgtbn 

Websites 

 

Blogs 

 

Photos 

 

Music 

Facebook 

 

Videos 

 

Youtube 

 

Twitter 


