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CONVERSATIONS ON A WAY FORWARD: All EOC clergy and laity are invited, and encouraged, 

to participate in intentional Conversations on a Way Forward as we think about the challenges that our dif-

ferences around human sexuality present us at this time in The United Methodist Church.  

The Council of Bishops and shared sketches of models from it with the understanding that the Council is not 
restricted to these models and that we remain open to learning, listening and improvements. The Commission 
did not express preference for any particular model, and the Council of Bishops neither voted to endorse any 
model for the future of the Church, nor eliminated any model from consideration. 

The EOC encourages you to continue praying for the Commission and to register for one of the scheduled 

Conversations on a Way Forward.  We trust that God will continue to lead us forward as we strive to main-

tain the unity of the Church and expand our witness and mission in the world. 

Sat., Feb 3     Sun., Feb 4      Mon., Feb 5     Sat., Mar 3 
10a - 1p      2 - 5p        6 - 9p        9a - noon 
Thoburn UMC    Willard First UMC   Lakewood UMC    Church of the Lakes UMC 
 
Read more and/or register at www.eocumc.com 

http://www.eocumc.com/gc/index.html
http://www.eocumc.com/gc/index.html
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At the last Spring District Conference the District Strategy Team wanted to focus on the fact that we are 

not alone in following God to Make and Mature Disciples for  the Transformation of the World. 

We celebrated the ways we are woven together in ministry and had a Strategy Fair to connect with    

others in the district with hopes you would network and find resources for your next steps in ministry. 

DS Nazario and the District Strategy Team would like to showcase District Bright Spots through the 

newsletter for you to follow the strands of love in order to be strengthened and united. Be sure to ob-

serve the positive outcomes and find ways for you to intersect within these “Bright Spots” as we partner 

together for the Transformation of the World…  

is a mission project of the Mid-Ohio District. AGC is a community of 

struggling people, many of whom live on the margins. Some are struggling financially and/or mentally. 

Some are food insecure and/or housing insecure. Some are one bill away from financial collapse. Every 

Tuesday evening at First UMC in downtown Mansfield approximately 60 people from the community 

gather to learn, fellowship and worship with members of area churches. 

Meals are prepared and served by United Methodist, Presbyterian, Brethren, Lutheran and even the par-

ticipants of AGC. Some recent adult classes included “12 Steps to a New Life Through Christ” and 

many in the class formed a bond through deep conversations where lives were transformed. “Strong 

Women of Faith” included stories of women from scriptures and women reformers. Guest speakers 

shared their stories and ways they rely on God for strength and grace. The class on “Interfaith Dialogue” 

incorporated guests from the Muslim, Seventh Day Adventists Roman Catholic and Unitarian traditions. 

Participants engaged in learning about the people who are a part of the Mansfield community. Those are 

just a few of the many classes offered through AGC. 

Youth also have an opportunity to sit with teachers for tutoring and homework help as well as their own 

fellowship time. The youth are currently working on a play for the Christmas Eve worship service. For 

the most part Tuesday evenings are well attended but sometimes life prevents folks from being able to 

attend. However, that does not stop the fellowship and deep conversations that encourage one another 

through AGC.  

Your support of AGC is appreciated through donations to the East Ohio Advance #9163 and volunteers 

and/or meals are never turned away. Enjoy some pictures of AGC on the last page of this newsletter!  
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The Financial and Administrative Services at the 

Area Center in North Canton utilizes QuickBooks 

software to provide payroll for more than 200 of 

the 718 churches in the East Ohio Conference. 

They are pleased to announce that their office has 

reached an agreement with Paychex on a partner-

ship that will allow them to maintain the same 

cost of services while supplementing our  offer -

ings with additional features such as tax pay, di-

rect deposit, garnishment services, pay cards and 

much more.  

If your church would like to enroll in the new payroll service, the benefit has a cost of $1.75 per check, 

a quarterly fee of $25, and free 2018 W-2’s (which will be produced in January 2019). The set-up fee 

will be waived for churches that enroll with services that begin January 2018. 

If your church is currently using the Conference staff to process your payroll, you will automatically be 

included in the new system. 

The more than 40 years of experience as an industry-leading provider of payroll and human resource 

services that Paychex brings to this partnership will enhance the services the Financial and Administra-

tive Services offers without replacing our team at the Area Center.  

The goal is to get everyone in the Conference on the same system with consistent reporting, filing, and 

processing standards. Not only will this increase efficiency, but in most cases this partnership will result 

in significant cost savings. 

Please contact Vera Rebrovich, EOC CPA at 330-499-3972 ext. 123 with any specific questions relating 

to the upcoming change.  

PS: Be sure to LOOK at your H&P statement in January because the HealthFlex options and any other 

options; Dental, Vision, HSA and any other payments due will appear on the H&P statement.  

If you are looking for informative, enter-

taining curriculum for small group studies, 

Sunday school, and even worship services, 

be sure to check out the East Ohio Conference Media Center. The Media Center offers an ex-

tensive collection of videos for worship, Sunday school, and Small Group curriculum produced by top 

authors such as Adam Hamilton, Philp Yancey and Max Lucado among others.  

The Media Center staff is available to consult with you to find the right media resources for your pro-

gram and/or group. Some of the items available to East Ohio members include VBS kits, DVDs, LCD 

projectors, screens, etc. All videos in the Media Center are licensed for church use. 

Any church in Ohio may join the Media Center for a once-a-year, affordable fee and resources may be 

reserved up to a year in advance. They may be picked up and returned either in person or sent via mail. 

Remember, churches reporting less than 75 members get a FREE membership! Contact the district office 

or the Media Center (800-831-3972 ext. 139) for a Membership form and/or additional info.  
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.  

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us to be better 

stewards of our resources and 

read the newsletter via email or 

on the website and let us know 

to remove you from the postal 

mailing list.  Thank You! 

Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church  


