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Experiences Pay Off More Than Material Gifts! 

Do you want your kids to really love the gifts you give them? Consider giving them an experience like 

a week at camp - or give your entire family a week away at family camp. If you want to give them 

something that will make them feel closer to you, give an experience. 

Check out camps available this summer at www.EOCSummercamps.org or call 800-831-3972 ext. 108 

to request a brochure. And stop by the district office to pick up your 2019 East Ohio Camps Summer 

Calendar loaded with all the info on summer camps, pricing, registration instructions, etc.  

A Message from the East Ohio Conference Director of Camps and Retreat Ministries  

Partnership is such a powerful word and a word that describes Camping Ministry! We are a partner 

along the journey of raising a generation of kids who have faith, who know Jesus, who know them-

selves as a beloved child of God. We value the partnerships we have with each family and local con-

gregation who entrust us with the spiritual formation of their child. Partner with us this summer in rais-

ing a generation of faith-full kids! ~ Gary Jones, Spiritual Formation/Camp & Retreat Ministries 

If you need promotional materials to help in your task, click the Promotional Materials tab on our web-

site. Also, please feel free to contact Gary Jones at 330-499-3972 ext. 120 or gary@eocumc.com or 

Margaret Nichols, 330-499-3972 ext. 108 or camp@eocumc.com.  

Aldersgate, Asbury, and Wanake are looking for Summer Staff 

Our summer program requires a great number of qualified staff members to be successful. We are 

looking for outstanding Christian women and men for summer staff positions. We are looking for 

counselors, lifeguards, and program, food service, administration and maintenance staff.                        

Visit www.EOCSummercamps.org and click on Staff & Volunteer tab for more info or call the camps 

directly - Aldersgate (330-627-4369), Asbury (330-569-3171), Wanake (330-756-2333). 

http://www.eocsummercamps.org/
http://www.eocsummercamps.org/
http://www.eocsummercamps.org/
mailto:gary@eocumc.com
mailto:camp@eocumc.com
http://www.eocsummercamps.org/
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Moving Forward in Mission…  

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

This new year is filled with new and fresh opportunities to share the immeasurable and gratuitous love 
of God in a fractured, hurting Church and world. In this season of Epiphany, I am reminded of the bib-
lical story of the three magi who sojourned together with humility and courage to an unknown place in 
search for Christ, so they could worship him. They came bringing their best gifts as an offering to hon-
or Christ – and an unwavering trust in the promise that Jesus Christ is God’s gift of love, light, hope 
and salvation for the world. 

As the people called United Methodist, like the magi, we have been sojourning together, engaging in 
prayer, going deeper in dialogue, and exploring new possibilities of how to strengthen and maintain the 
unity and mission of the Church and maximize our witness in the world. We have dared to go into un-
familiar places and consider unknown paths, with humility and courage, in search of God’s wisdom 
and revelation in fulfilling God’s mission … our mission, To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
Transformation of the World. 

And like the magi, as we prepare for the Special Session of General Conference and the days after, may 
we be committed to bring our best gifts … a praying spirit, a humble spirit, and a steadfast spirit … as 
an offering to honor Christ and the Church. May we have an unwavering trust in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to help us discover the gift of God’s grace to help us do what we are incapable of doing, to see 
what we cannot see, to hope where there is no hope, and to honor the Christ in each other! 

Our journey continues after the February 23-26 Special Session of General Conference as we move for-
ward with the mission of making disciples! 

My office will provide a prayer that I am asking to be shared in every congregation during worship on 
Sunday, March 3. This prayer will be available the week of February 25. 

I am calling all lay and clergy of East Ohio to attend one of the following informational gatherings led 

by me and members of the General Conference delegation. Specific locations will be announced soon. 

 Saturday, March 9    10:00 - 11:00am   Southern Region of the Conference 

 Saturday, March 9    2:00 - 3:30pm    Central Region of the Conference 

 Sunday, March 10    4:00 - 5:30pm    Northern Region of the Conference  

We will present the facts of what happened at the Special Session (what decisions were made) and I 
will share how we move forward – what comes next – as we live into the mission of the Church which 
is, and will be, still yet alive! 

I ask you to join me in prayer for the mission of our beloved Church and our way forward togeth-
er.  We know that through Christ all things are possible! I offer this prayer of Jesus as a word of hope 
and blessing! 

“I pray they will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. I pray that they also will be in 
us, so that the world will believe that you sent me. I’ve given them the glory that you gave me so that 
they can be one just as we are one. I’m in them and you are in me so that they will be made perfectly 
one. Then the world will know that you sent me and that you have loved them just as you loved me.” 
John 17:21-23 

With Love, Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
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By Rev. Sue Antolik,                         
District Compass Group Coordinator 

 

Compass Groups 
 360° Followers of Christ 
 
What are the  
Compass Groups doing…  
 

Group 3 met Thursday 2/24 and among other  things discussed the 
Disciple Shop. Part of the group belongs to the United Methodist 
Churches of Southern Morrow County and owns the Disciple Shop 
(Advance Special). This shop has been operating in Morrow County 
since the 1960’s and offered clothes for all ages, furniture, glassware, 
toys, and small appliances. This past December the DS Board had to 
make the hard call to permanently close the shop. Money & Volunteers 
were the biggest factor. The shop has been blessed over the years by 
your donations and they are currently in the process of blessing other 
ministries with their inventory. Please keep the board in your prayers as 
they bring finality to this mission outpost.  
 
Group 4 even though a small turnout had a discussion about pre-
school and evangelism issues that surfaced. Again, concerns were 
shared and there was an opportunity to hear different sides as well as 
offer suggestions, even if it means “hey, I guess I am doing it right”.  
 
Group 5 met and shared happenings in each church. It is wonder-
ful to be in conversation with others - while sharing - helpful solutions 
materialized.  
 
Group 7 has chosen to read the book Doing the Math of Missions 
by Gil Rendle when the discussion on the question WHY materialized. 
 
Now we know what some Compass Groups are doing. Thanks to 
all the leaders, You are the BEST!  

Every Tuesday evening at First UMC in downtown Mansfield approximately 60 people from the 

community, many of whom live on the margins, gather to eat, learn, fellowship and worship with 

members of area churches. 

AGC (All God’s Children) staff would like to Thank all of the churches (listed below) who pro-

vided a meal in 2018 for this vitally imperative ministry! If you or your group would like to 

share a meal in 2019 please call Eleanor (419-709-0169) or the church (419-522-8623) to schedule 

a time. Please remember there is a full kitchen to prepare the meal or the meal can be brought 

already prepared. ~ Eleanor Dixon Wade 

Thank You… Ashland Christ/First, Bucyrus, Chapel Hill, Church of the Cross, Edison/Iberia, 

Korean, Lakefork/McZena Hope, Mt. Zion, Mt. Gilead Trinity, Ontario, Shelby First, Shelby 

Trinity, Woodlawn, churches in other districts (Nashville & West Salem), other denominations 

(Clay Memorial Lutheran/Richland Church of the Brethren and Mansfield First Evangelical 

Presbyterian.                      

2018 Audits 

Let’s all practice 

good stewardship 

and fiscal respon-

sibility by making 

sure your annual      

audit for 2018 is 

completed and 

submitted to the 

district office by 

the deadline of 

March 25.                

  Thank You!  
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.    

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter 

via email or on the web-

site and let us know to 

remove you from the 

postal mailing list.     

Thank You! 

Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 

NON-PROFIT 
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

$5 per person & District Medical form needed at the event! 
Pastors or Youth Leaders need to RSVP:  Mandy Rocks (419-560-7536 

or mrocks@mgschools.org) by February 11th.  

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/_pdf2017/Mid-OhioDistrictYouthMedicalRelease_113017.pdf

