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Unify with one another 
and unleash God’s Spirit 
as partners to catalyze 
missional efforts to bring 
HOPE where we’ve had 
limited impact on those 
living in darkness for 
generations. The Great 
Commission isn’t a stay-
at-home project. We need 
to GO, and make disci-
ples. Church can happen 
anywhere! It happens 
when our sacrifices nur-
ture minds & bodies in 
spite of where it happens.                 

Visit our website at www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio  January 2017 

Many of the LCPA’s that were submitted 

during Charge Conference boasted a re-

occurring theme of targeting & focusing 

on unchurched & mission opportunities 

in the coming year. And although many 

churches in the district already put those 

beliefs into action through community 

ministries of their own, even more can 

reach out with one another to strengthen 

our Christian witness in the world. Two 

district supported ministries (All God’s 

Children and Blue Rose) continually 

need support and encouragement.         

Be sure to REACH OUT in 2017! 

All God’s Children would like to THANK the following churches for their support in 2016…             

Ashland Christ UMC, Chapel Hill UMC, Clay Memorial Lutheran, Lakefork UMC, Lexington Church 

of the Cross UMC, Mansfield Presbyterian, McZena Hope UMC, Mt. Gilead Trinity UMC, Nashville 

UMC, Olivesburg UMC, Ontario UMC, Shelby First UMC, Shelby Trinity UMC, West Salem UMC, 

Woodlawn UMC, and the family of DS, Karen Oehl. To share in AGC’s ministry in 2017 please con-

tact Eleanor Dixon-Wade at 419-774-1683 or edixonwade@gmail.com 

The Greatest Gift… HOPE 

Hope does not discriminate…                         Hope changes lives…  
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Staff-Parish Relations Workshops 

Please remember that three SPRC workshops will be held in the Mid-Ohio District this winter as en-
couraged by Bishop Malone.  You may choose any of the three, as all will cover the same material.  
Your committee may split up between them to fit into individual schedules.  Three choices mean all 
SPRC members across the district should be able to attend one.  RSVP to the District Office so we can 
plan the space.                                                           

     January 21, Bucyrus UMC, 10:00-11:30 am                                                                                    
   February 7, Rural Chapel UMC,  7:00-8:30 pm                                                                              
      February 15, Mansfield: Trinity, 7:00-8:30 pm 

Comments by Rev. Karen Oehl 

Time to Grow 

During my time as a middle school teacher at Hathaway 
Brown, a girls’ prep school, I went on a class trip each year 
with the 7th graders.  One year we were having an adventure by 
taking the group across Toronto on the subway. We foolishly 
bunched up at one door to exit and I stepped off the train with 
only one girl behind me, only to see to my horror that the doors 
were now closing.  We had not realized that they were auto-
matically timed.  The train pulled out of the station with one 
student on it, in a strange city! 

The story has a happy ending that I can tell you some other time.  My point now is related to Christ-
mas.  We turn our backs, step off the train, the doors automatically close, and pull out of the station 
with the baby on board.  He will return, still a baby, next Christmas.  Except for a couple of excursions 
in Luke, the next time we see Jesus is as a grown man, launching into his ministry.  That’s one reason 
why I love the story of the boy Jesus in the temple, and the most human moment of his mother:  Child, 
why have you treated us like this?  Listen!  Your father and I have been worried.  We’ve been looking 
for you!  (Luke 2:48) 

It is not just curiosity that makes me wish we had more of an account of Jesus’ life.  His birth was a 
miracle, yes, but so was his whole life.  This is God coming to us in human form!  It is a big deal.  He 
experienced all that we know in growing:  pain, joy, hunger, weariness, comfort, work, rest.  Jesus the 
man gives meaning to ALL of life, not just birth and death.  Yet we do not give him time to grow. 

And we surely do not give ourselves time to grow, either.  Growing means making mistakes, admitting 
that we do not know everything, expecting change, aiming for maturity.  We are more likely to go 
through confirmation or one big faith experience, and then get off the train. 

This time of year is the growing season for our souls.  We are hunkered down, tending to our daily 
lives.  Perfect.  Make God part of that.  Let your roots go deep.   Let go of extra spiritual stuff and hate-
filled baggage.  Look cold pain in the face, knowing Jesus felt the same.  In the midst of wind and bliz-
zard seek the still, small voice of God.  Give your soul the time to grow. 

 

Explore More Possibilities for REACHING OUT 

at Spring District Conference on April 30 from 3-5 @ Bucyrus 

SAVE the DATE! 
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District          
Mission Trip 

Give the gift of your 

time and volunteer to 

help in the recovery 

efforts in North Caroli-

na from Hurricane Mat-

thew. We’ll be gutting 

houses, cleaning yards, 

etc and staying in a 

church that week. We’ll 

also carpool (one day’s 

drive). Contact Ash 

Welch at 419-971-1121 

if interested.  

EOC United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 

January 28 - February 4 

Anyone over 18 (12-17 

with a parent) 

Cost: about $300 

            w/a Workshop                          
To assist congregations in making a differ-

ence in people’s lives and in the life of the 

community you serve…                                          

  

“Reaching New People” - a two day workshop offered by Paul Nickerson (nickersoncoaching.com) to 

help churches reconnect with their communities and invite new people into the congregation. It’s an 

approach to community evangelism of developing relationships in the community and taking the 

church outside the walls. Give your church new life and see what a gift it is to be involved with your 

community. Pastors, if you are interested in this workshop please have a conversation with the DS prior 

to contacting Nickerson Coaching to discuss a shared expense amongst the District, Conference and 

Local Church. Happy New Year!                          

YOUTH MISSION ROUNDTABLE 

 

300 S. Marion St. 

Cardington, OH 43315 

10:00am-2:00pm 
 

http://tinyurl.com/roundtableyouth 

http://tinyurl.com/roundtableyouth


 4 

Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.  

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us to be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter via 

email or on the website and 

let us know to remove you 

from the postal mailing list.  

Thank You! 

Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 
MANSFIELD, OH 

44902 
PERMIT NO. 348 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Take your Leadership and Ministry Skills    
to the Next Level with…  

 

 

 

 

Adult and Youth Basic/Advanced Lay Servant Training will be one day, 
as in past years. A whole day (10 hours) is required to be qualified as 
completing the training. There will be training sessions, break times, 
lunch at noon and dinner at 5p.  

Cost of the day is $25 which includes books, lunch and dinner. Please 
register early so that you will have time to read your book and be pre-
pared. Books will be sent to you as soon as your registration/payment is 
received. The Advanced course offered this year is “Leading Prayer”. 

Questions can be directed to Sharon Sours at 419-368-3338 or by email 
at sasoursfam@yahoo.com  

Register online at https://goo.gl/forms/CjpGsMZXXkyLlSmT2  

Lay Servant/Speaker Ministry Training 

February 18, 2017 

8:30a - 8:30p 

@ Mt. Gilead Trinity UMC 

(75 East High St. * 43338) 


