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Visit our website at www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio  January 2019 

Mid-Ohio District 
 

Lay Servant Training  
 

February 16, 2019 
 

8:30a - 7:30p 
 

@ Trinity UMC  
(75 East High St. * Mt. Gilead) 

Equipping laity to realize and respond to their call to ministry. 

Lay Servant Ministries is the United Methodist system for  lay leadership development. It is the 

most significant lay leadership development program available within the United Methodist connec-

tion. Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as 

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples.  

Remember that discipleship is all about relationships. It is essential to see all the people as you seek to 

make disciples for the transformation of the world. To better remember and understand the core pro-

cess, think in terms of HOPE - Hospitality, Offer Christ, Purpose, and Engagement.  

Being called to ministry is a serious endeavor. It takes a disciple to make a disciple. Thus we must do 

all we can to prepare ourselves to serve others. Are you ready to answer God’s calling for you as a lay 

servant leader? If so, please view the brochure on our website at http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/lay

-servants.html for additional info and register online at https://goo.gl/forms/n3eunzOBhArxURqf2.  

Year-End Reports  

Once the Conference office have processed and closed their 

books, the tables in Ezra will be open for inputting your 

plethora of data which is due January 22, 2019. Multi-point 

charges have until January 31, 2019. We will let you know 

when to begin or you can periodically keep checking.  

http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/lay-servants.html
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/lay-servants.html
https://goo.gl/forms/jkfN9L8XWSty4zaa2
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Ministry & Mission Funding  

It’s time to begin evaluation of 2018 Ministries & Missions funding and to complete applications 

for 2020 funding. The deadline to submit your 2018 evals and 2020 applications to the Mid-Ohio 

District office is February 1, 2019. Applications and Evaluations can be obtained by contacting 

the district office (419-522-3881 or midohiodistrict@gmail.com) or on the Conference website at 

http://eocumc.com/ccom/ministry-mission-funding.html  

Please remember that there is a three-year limit for new funding. Ministries that received fund-

ing in 2017 and continued to receive funding in 2018 & 2019 will not be eligible for funding in 

2020 unless extenuating circumstances merit up to five years. Evaluations will still need to be 

completed as well as audits and supporting documents of spending.  

Effective ministry programs are those that exhibit characteristics that strengthen the local 

church; educate people in the making and maturing of disciples for Christ; and create opportuni-

ty for witness and outreach. Mission projects are based on programs that serve the needy and 

involve the local congregation in hands-on ministry outreach. The East Ohio Conference is re-

sponsive to the needs of the local church while encouraging the local congregations and individu-

als to be the primary connection to ecumenical and community needs.  

Programs designated as Advance Specials should have received their paperwork for renewed sta-

tus. The Conference deadline is January 15. Don’t forget to obtain the District Superintendent’s 

signature prior to submitting your request. If you are interested in applying for Advance Special 

status please contact the office for more information. An Advance Special “endorses” a ministry 

as appropriate for direct funding by individuals, churches and special offerings. These donor-

directed monies offer long-term support in addition to local church support for the apportioned 

budget.  

It is with at heavy heart that we announce the closing of the Disciple Shop in Fulton, effective De-
cember 22, 2018. This decision was not made lightly. The board recognizes there is a need for this 
ministry in Morrow County but, unfortunately, we do not have the financial capacity to continue 
meeting that need. In the end, we had to vote with our heads instead of our hearts.  
 
We thank our loyal staff and volunteers who worked tirelessly to be a blessing to others, and we 
thank the community for gracing our doorsteps with donations. Each group, working together, 
met needs, changed lives, and birthed friendships. We celebrate that! 
 
While we will no longer accept donations to sell, we want to pay forward the blessings that have 
been bestowed upon us. Our shop is filled with items that we would like to donate to your minis-
try. Please call us if you are in need of: clothing for all ages, shoes, purses, games and toys, house-
hold goods such as glassware, dishes, etc., material, holiday items, furniture, and more. You can 
reach us using the instant messenger on our Face Book page for by e-mail at 
sda7009@yahoo.com. The store will be open until December 22 and after the first of the year it 
will be by appointment only.  
 
We again thank our shop patrons, those who have donated items and those who have purchased 
them, and we thank those who have volunteered and worked the shop. Well done good and faith-
ful servants! 
 
The Disciple Shop Board 

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
http://eocumc.com/ccom/ministry-mission-funding.html
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Is It Time for a Church History?  

When was your last church history written? If it was more 

than 10 years ago, it is probably time for an update. If you 

have no written history at all, it is certainly time to think    

seriously about writing one. 

One of our most important tasks is to encourage your church 

to recognize history and heritage as a part of its ministry. 

Learning about our history helps us learn about ourselves. 

Seeing how God has been at work in the past helps us see 

how God is at work in the present.  

We create history every day of our lives, as individuals and 

as church congregations. Yesterday’s worship service or 

committee meeting is today’s history. Part of our responsibil-

ity as a church is to document the unfolding story of our church.  

History is ministry! The job of recording it is an important part of the church’s ministry. It’s the 

“ministry of memory.”  

The purpose of Church/Charge Conference is for each local church to annually assess their effective-

ness in making and maturing disciples and to chart your intended course for the coming year. It is the 

hope that you look at this annual process as opportunities to tell your church’s story. A common mis-

conception is that these Charge Conference records are sent to Archives but the Official copy of 

Charge Conference reports is to be archived at the local church.  

The Discipline allocates the responsibility for records at four different levels: the local church, the an-

nual conference, the jurisdictional conference and the General Conference. The local church, the first 

level, is responsible for its records. The relevant section from the Discipline is ¶247.5a 

There are a variety of reasons for the local church to deal with records management; other than the ob-

vious one that the Discipline requires it. Managing office records is so that the records are on hand to 

conduct today’s ministry, to dispose of those we no longer need, and to see that valuable records are 

preserved. Every office is faced with problems of storage space, as well as decisions about which rec-

ords to keep and which to discard. Guidelines for Managing Records of the Local Church was designed 

to assist church offices with these decisions.  

The Archives Of Ohio United Methodism will also assist the local church to do research, provide guid-

ance and resources concerning the housing, organization and description of local church archives. A 

list of permanent records that would transfer to Archives of Ohio United Methodism at the closing of a 

church can be found here.  

As members of the Church—the Body of Christ that both inhabits and transcends space and time—the 

story of God’s people “between the times” is indeed our story.  

 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/gcah.org/Resources/Guidelines_Publications/Local-ChurchSched-2017.pdf
http://eocumc.com/history-archives/index.html
http://eocumc.com/history-archives/_pdf/updatedarchivesmaterials_17.pdf
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.    

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter 

via email or on the web-

site and let us know to 

remove you from the 

postal mailing list.     

Thank You! 

Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

$5 per person & District Medical form needed at the event! 
Pastors or Youth Leaders need to RSVP:  Mandy Rocks (419-560-7536 

or mrocks@mgschools.org) by January 15th.  

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/

