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2017 Mid-Ohio Mission Trip 

The TENTH Beatitude: “Blessed are the FLEXIBLE, for they shall BEND and NOT 

be Broken!”  That was our motto during the Disaster Relief Trip from  Jan. 28 to Feb. 4. 

 We had to be flexible with our departure: two flat tires and a dead battery before we left cause a 

slight shift in plans as we left with a TEAM OF SIX for Tarboro, North Carolina. From that point on, 

the trip was excellent, perhaps the best this team leader (Ash Welch) has ever had, and I’ve been on 

about 20 mission trips.                                                                                                                           

 Our work was toward the end of the “mudding out” second stage of healing for the area flooded by 

the Tar river after the storm surge and rains of Hurricane Matthew last October. We worked that week 

on two “manufactured” homes and a church basement. The work involved was removing flooring and 

insulation that was still waterlogged months later, and pounding clean the stucco walls in a hall be-

neath a church. It was hard work for our small team, but each worked according to their ability and 

strength under the supervision of the UMCOR staff with the North Carolina Conference – UMC.                   

 We were also blessed with amazement and amusement: we saw a 1000-pound pig named “PIG-

PIG” our first day, and midweek we went to see the Whirligig Park in Wilson. We were housed and 

fed lunchby St. John UMC and fed gourmet suppers by our D.S., Karen Oehl. God blessed us, as we 

blessed others by being the hands and feet, the heart and mind of Christ. And we practiced flexibility! 

Ash Welch, District Mission Committee Chairperson                                                                            

Mission Trip pics can be seen at…                                                                                                

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B3Nd5kh_V6m2VG9zX3R3b3YxN0E?usp=sharing 
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            Bearing Fruit that lasts 

 We compost organic matter at our house.  We also are 
trying to eat more fruits and vegetables.  This means that at 
least every week I fill a 3-gallon tub with peelings, pits, 
skins, and the occasional fruit or veg gone bad.  I know that 
fruit does not last. 

 The new theme of our gatherings at Annual Conference 
and throughout the program year for this next four years in 
East Ohio is “Bearing Fruit that Lasts” (see more at 
eocumc.com).  How is that possible, when we know that 
fruit does not last, that our work is new every day, and that 
there is constant change in the United Methodist Church? 

 I am going to a new appointment in July.  The Rev. Néstor Nazario will be leaving an appointment 
at Hope UMC in Bedford and taking up the superintendency here in Mid-Ohio.  I have developed rela-
tionships, encouraged ministries, guided candidates, and dreamed a lot of dreams for Mid-Ohio.  What 
happens to the fruit? 

 I trust and know that it will continue to grow in churches, communities, lay people and clergy.  We 
are all laborers in the vineyard.  The fruit is not ours, but belongs to the Lord of the harvest.  As the 
Annual conference themes will remind us, we are called, committed, and connected. Get ready to wel-
come Rev. Nazario and work the fields side by side. 

 Here are some of the reasons Bishop Malone gave for Néstor Nazario as the new DS:  "Néstor is a 
capable administrator and brings the experience of serving in a variety of ministry contexts,” said Bish-
op Malone.  “He has successfully merged congregations and has a deep commitment to social justice 
ministry.  He brings a deep faith, a love for people, and a passion for the church.” 

Something New at Spring District Conference 

As we move toward Spring District Conference on April 30th, the District Strategy Committee wants 

to try something new in order to use our time together to bless you and help you walk away with at 

least one idea that you can apply to your church when you return. You are one of the most valuable 

resources that our district has and we want to care for you in powerful ways. Rather than merely doing 

business at this event, we wanted to provide a context in which you can intentionally connect with oth-

er people within our district and conference in order to engage in conversations which will revolve 

around specific categories based on the station that you go to. Through that, we can resource each oth-

er, engage with one another around great ideas, enliven your passion for ministry, specifically care for 

those who need it and help stir up some ideas that you may have been working on or would like to 

work on. 

Ultimately, we know that ministry is tough. We also know 

we are stronger when we work together and this is one way 

that we can connect in order to know that we are not alone 

in following God to Make and Mature Disciples for the 

Transformation of the world. There is more information to 

come and we hope to see you there. 

Spring District Conference  * April 30th at 3pm  *  Location - Bucyrus UMC                                                      

Comments by Rev. Karen Oehl 
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 Open House 

Please join us to cele-
brate Jessica Vargo’s 
15 years of loyal ser-
vice as the Treasurer & 
Director of Administra-
tive Services to the East 
Ohio Conference. 

If you would like to 

send a card, please mail 

it to the EOC Treasur-

er’s Office. 

Light refreshments will 

be provided and please 

use Door 8 at the 9th 

street entrance.  

Sunday, March 12      

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.             

@ Faith UMC            

(300 9th St., Canton) 

Special Guest Speakers during Lent 

As you begin the season of Lent, a time of reflection to search our hearts, asking God to forgive our sin 

while offering ourselves afresh the community of All God’s Children would like to invite you to join 

them for fellowship and worship. Dinner is served at 6pm and Worship begins at 7pm. The parking me-

ters are turned off at 4pm so there is no charge for parking. There is also a parking lot on the NW cor-

ner of Diamond and Park Ave. and parking along the streets near the church. Please use the side en-

trance of the church located off of Park Ave. The address for First UMC/All God’s Children is…      

(12 N. Diamond St. * Mansfield, OH. 44902).  

                                  March 7 - Allen Laferty                                                                                                                      

                              March 14 - Rev. Karen Oehl                                                                                                                         

                            March 21 - Pastor Mike Corwin                                                                                                                        

                           March 28 - Rev. Jeff Canankamp                                                                                                         

                                April 4 - Rev. Paul Turner                                                                                                                    

                           April 11 - Bishop Tracy Malone 

Will Jones Hired as Director of Multicultural Vitality 
 

This new full-time position was created by action of Annual Conference 
2016 in recognition that our church is concerned for reaching a complex 
and changing environment in our communities. Multicultural vitality 
challenges us to model the way the Gospel of Jesus Christ speaks to di-
verse perspectives of age, race, education, economic status, political 
view, and personal lifestyle. 
 
As director of Multicultural Vitality, Jones will actively engage pastors, 
congregations, and conference leaders to discern their roles in fully em-
bracing the communities that our churches serve. 
 
Currently in the Army Reserve, Jones previously served eight years of 
active duty as a chaplain’s assistant in the Army. He developed training 
to mentor chaplains and military leaders in their understanding of, and 
ability to work with, complex religious relationships in Afghanistan and 
other settings.  
 
“Will brings passion, inter-cultural leadership skills, and community or-
ganizing and development experience that will help resource and equip 
clergy and local churches in embracing the racial, ethnic, cultural, and 
generational diversity within their communities,” said Bishop Tracy S. 
Malone. “He will help to create, and to expand, strategies for developing 
multicultural, multi-ethnic, and multi-generational ministry.”  

2016 Audits 

Let’s all practice good stewardship and 

fiscal responsibility by making sure your 

annual audit for 2016 is completed and 

submitted to the district office by the 

deadline, March 31. Thank You! 

Lent…                              

a Yearly Reminder of the                

Daily Call to            

COME HOME 
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.  

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us to be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter via 

email or on the website and 

let us know to remove you 

from the postal mailing list.  

Thank You! 

Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 
MANSFIELD, OH 

44902 
PERMIT NO. 348 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Mid-Ohio District 2017 Summer Camps 

This program is designed to enable all youth to attend SUMMER 
CAMP regardless of their families’ ability to pay. Requests for as-
sistance are based on financial need and the amount of financial aid 
granted is based on the number of applicants & available funds.  

Our goal is to provide assistance to as many youth as possible. The 
application is confidential and is to be completed by a parent or 
guardian and signed by a United Methodist Pastor. Your coopera-
tion is greatly appreciated!  

Call (419-522-3881) or email (midohiodistrict@gmail.com) the dis-
trict office for an application.  Completed applications MUST be 
returned by May 1, 2017 to the Mid-Ohio District Office at…       
410 Park Ave. W, Suite 2, Mansfield, OH. 44906.   

East Ohio Camps can be researched from the following link… 
http://eocumc.com/camps/index.html 


