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“Christ the Lord is Risen Today, Alleluia!” 
In a few short months, Lynelle and I will be headed north to Mayfield, back to ministry in a local 
church. Particularly in this season of Holy Week and Easter, I realize how much I miss serving as pas-
tor, leading a congregation through the seasons of the Christian year – and seasons of life as Christian 
people. I know for sure my experience here in the Ohio Valley will be an enormous resource as I focus 
once again on one “mission outpost” connected with 715 other mission outposts serving the cause of the 
Risen Christ here in East Ohio. 
 
The reality of Easter – Christ the Lord is risen indeed! – fills me with faith, hope and love for each of us 
and for our beloved United Methodist Church. Paul poses the question in 1 Corinthians 15, “Where, O 

death, is your victory?” The biblical answer is powerful and clear: “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” What does this mean for us as followers of Jesus? “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excel-
ling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:55-58). Our faith, hope 
and love will not disappoint us! 
 
A man named Joseph Williams heard Charles Wesley preach in Bristol: “I found him standing on a 
table-board, in an erect posture, surrounded by, I guess, more than a thousand people, some of them 
fashionable persons, but most of the lower rank of mankind. He prayed with uncommon fervency and 
then preached in such a manner as I have scarce ever heard any man preach … Backed up with many 
texts of Scripture, which he explained and illustrated, and then by a variety of the most forcible mo-
tives, arguments, and expostulation, did he invite, allure, quicken, and labor, if it were possible, to 
compel all, and every of his hearers, to believe in Christ for salvation.” May we all pray and preach 
with this conviction! 
 
One of the most exuberant of Charles Wesley’s hymns expresses the amazing truth of Easter: “Christ 
the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! … Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight, the battle won, 
death in vain forbids Him rise, Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia!” So we proclaim, testify, speak 
the truth! 
 
With Easter resonating through each of us, our Ohio Valley SPRING DISTRICT CONFERENCE will be held on April 21 from 
9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at the Scott Memorial UMC in Cadiz. Our theme will be Bearing Fruit that Lasts – Called, with Rev. 
Dr. Gary George bringing the key note address. Char Messenger, Regional Coordinator of Young People’s Ministries of the East 
Ohio Conference, will address all of our Ohio Valley pastors in a break-out session on how to reach young adults for Christ. There 
will also be break-out sessions for local church lay leaders (led by district lay leaders Doug Arbaugh and Dan Smallwood), Trus-
tees (led by Rev. Dr. George) and SPR Committees (led by Rev. Jim Winkler). 
 
My expectation is that all Ohio Valley pastors and leaders, along with all members who want to bear fruit that lasts, will attend this 
spring district conference. Please send ASAP to the district office the enclosed registration sheet. During the conference, we will 
welcome with open arms the new Ohio Valley District Superintendent, Rev. Bruce & Melissa Hitchcock; celebrate the tireless, 
winsome and capable service of retiring District Administrative Assistant Gay Warren; and offer words of blessing to Rev. Jim & 
Lynelle Winkler as they venture forth to serve the cause of Christ in the Western Reserve District. 
 
Lynelle and I have three short months remaining in our time here in the Ohio Valley. We desire to bless you in every way we know 
how as together we worship and serve our Risen Lord! 
 
Best of All Is God Is With Us, 
 
Jim 

Valley 
Vision Rev. Jim Winkler, District Superintendent 

ovds@ovdumc.com 



District UMW Annual Spring Meeting - April 19 

Short Term Mission Opportunities 

 Coming soon!! Our Annual Spring Meeting will be celebrated on April 19, 9:30-2:30 at  New Rumley United Methodist 
Church. As always morning snacks will be offered during the fellowship time with the program beginning at 10:00.  Reverend Ash-
ley Steele is our guest speaker so come ready to be blessed! Learn how we can be involved in the ministries of the Steubenville 
Urban Mission!  Other program includes:Devotions, Special Music, Memorial Service, Two Cents & A Prayer Offering, Reports 

from the 2107, Mt. Union Mission U Scholarship Recipients, Awards presented for the Reading Program, Mission Today Goals, Five-Star 
Units/ Women, Rainbow Units and words from our conference UMW President. 

 Please be generous as you bring items to benefit the Steubenville Urban Mission. Items such as: food, blankets & twin sheets, and/or 
toiletries are very much needed. Reservation may be sent to Velma Gross, 41060 Dutch Ridge Road  Jewett, OH 43986  by   April 13.  Nurs-
ery will be available upon advance notice.  The $8.00 fee will be given to the church for providing a delicious lunch and early morning treats. 

See you soon,   

Dorothy Turner,  District Vice-President 

Puerto Rico Pastors Jim & Georgette Gaston are leading a 7 day UMVIM mission trip to Puerto Rico October 15-21, 2018. Our work will be 
to build relationships and rebuild homes destroyed by Hurricane Maria in September 2017. All skill levels are welcome. The team will consist 
of no more than 14 people. The approximate cost is $1,500 and no passport is necessary. Please call Jim or Georgette  at 740-765-4163 for 
more information or email pgeo.05@gmail.com or pastorjcg@gmail.com. 
 
Liberia, West Africa Pastor Georgette & Pastor Kimberly Arbaugh are leading a two week mission trip to Camphor Mission Station in Liberia 
January 24-February 4, 2019. We will stay on the mission to build relationships and help with agriculture, dorms, clinic or school. The ap-
proximate cost of is $3,500. Passport and some immunizations required. Please contact Pastor Kimberly Arbaugh  at pastorkim-
berly@yellowbrickchurch.org or Pastor Georgette at pgeo.05@gmail.com for more information. 

Communications Network 

As the renowned psychologist (and a son of a 
rabbi) Daniel Kahneman astutely observed, “No 
one ever made a decision because of a number.  
They need a story.”  And so do we.  The East 
Ohio Conference is looking for stories, yours or 
others.  We are also looking for people interested 
in sharing their gifts in writing, photography, 
video, art and other forms of communication that 
can be vessels of sharing what is happening in 
the ministries and lives of our local churches in 
the Ohio Valley District.  I can be reached at 
erickluth@gmail.com or 216-785-6798.  Re-
member, everyone has a story. 
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Wintersville UMC is seeking a part-time or full-time Director of Praise Worship who 
will provide worship leadership in cooperation with the Pastor at the Sunday morning 
Praise service and the Wednesday evening FaithBuilder's worship experience.  For com-
plete job description go to www.wintersvilleumchurch.org.   

Job Opportunities 

Carrollton First UMC/The Bridge is looking for an outgoing individual to fill one staff 
position that combines both Youth Leader and Director of Christian Education. Some 
important qualifications include a passion for ministry with children and youth along 
with skills for working with teenagers and coordinating programming of Children’s Min-
istry. This staff position would also require the applicant to work with recruiting, train-
ing, directing and supporting volunteer staff. This is a salaried 30-35 hour per week posi-
tion. Resume, cover letter and three references must be sent by email to of-
fice@yellowbrickchurch.org, or mail to Carrollton First UMC, PO Box 85, Carrollton, 
Ohio 44615, no later than April 23.  

UMAMN: Mission,  Meeting Announcement and Hunger and Poverty Grants! 
 The mission of the United Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network is to advocate for Appalachia within the structure of the United 
Methodist Church, working to identify and implement solutions that address the systemic causes of community and environmental issues in 
Appalachia through leadership development and collaboration with ministries and organizations that serve the region.  
 The Board of Directors of UMAMN will host its bi-annual meeting in Steubenville Ohio. As part of the this meeting, we are provid-
ing a community conversation concerning several issues that rural areas are facing and how the church and outreach ministries can address 
these concerns in a Christ-like manner. This 2 hour session is open to all local UMC pastors.  The meeting will be held at the Urban Mission 
Ministries, 310 North Fifth Street,Steubenville, Ohio on Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 10 a.m. We will adjourn at noon for lunch at Naples, and 
you are welcome to join us to continue the conversation. The tentative agenda is: Sex Trafficking, Presenter Shari Prichard; Opiates Addiction, 
Presenter TBA; The Urban Mission Ministries, presenter Rev. Ashley Steele; and UMAMN as a resource, presenter Pastor John Baney, Chair 
of UMAMN.  Please RSVP via email to kirtdoll.umamn@gmail.com 
 Applications are still being accepted. Hunger and Poverty Grants are funded twice a year. Priority is given to projects that address 
causes and barriers related to hunger and poverty in the Appalachian region. Projects must be church-related – local, district, conference, or 
ecumenical (must have active United Methodist involvement). For an application or details please contact us.  
 
Angela Kirtdoll, Executive Coordinator  



OHIO VALLEY DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
AND LEADERSHIP EVENT 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Scott Memorial UMC 

            807 E Market St., Cadiz, OH 43907 
 

Rev. Dr. Gary M. George, Key Note Message 
Assistant to Bishop Tracy S. Malone 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Bearing Fruit that Lasts - Called 
 
 

PASTORS, LOCAL CHURCH MEMBERS AND LEADERS: 
 
 

Registration      9:00 a.m. 
Worship & Keynote     9:30 a.m. 
District Conference     10:15 a.m. 
Break       11:15 a.m. 
Workshops:      11:30 p.m. 
     Young Adult Ministries (Clergy Only)      Char Messenger 
     Lay Leaders             Doug Arbaugh & Dan Smallwood 
     Church Trustees                     Rev. Dr. Gary M. George 
     Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee      Rev. Jim Winkler 
Heading Home      12:30 p.m. 

   
 
 
 

We are asking each church to bring a gift to help our Campership Fund here in the Ohio Valley 
District 
 

REGISTRATION 
For the purpose of planning our workshops and handouts, please complete and  put the number 
of persons from your church attending and return to Ohio Valley District UMC, 352 Canton Road, 
Wintersville, OH 43953  or email to ovoffice@ovdumc.com by April 9, 2018: 
  
 Church: ___________________________________________ 
 
 Young Adult Ministries (clergy only):  Number attending: _____ 
 
 Lay Leaders:    Number attending: _____ 
 
 Church Trustees:   Number attending:  _____ 
 
 SPPR Committee:   Number attending:  _____     
   
 Contact Person: ______________________________  Phone: _____________________ 
 

mailto:ovoffice@ovdumc.com


Drug, Alcohol, and Bullying 
Awareness Seminar 

 Harsh Memorial UMC located at 3167 
Apollo Rd SE. Carrollton, Ohio 44615 will host a 
Drug, Alcohol and Bullying awareness seminar 
Saturday April 14th, 2018 from 9am-2pm.  
 The seminar is free and open to the pub-
lic.  It will involve a day of speakers, workshops, 
conversation and a soup and sandwich lunch. 
Youth from One Way Center in Carrollton will 
speak as their emphasis this year is on the drug 
problem in Carroll County. Speakers will be from 
local law enforcement, Carroll County drug agen-
cies, and the community. Hidden in Plain Sight, 
which is a mock set up of a teenager’s room of 
what to look for in terms of drugs and alcohol will 
also be on display. Invite your friends, family and 
everyone you know as there is good chance that 
we all know of someone that is dealing with these 
issues. Come out for the day, volunteer, or spread 
the word. The goal is to raise awareness of the 
issues of drugs, alcohol and bullying in Carroll 
County and how churches and communities can 
get involved and work together in healing and 
wholeness. Any questions contact Pastor Eric at 
erickluth@gmail.com or 216-785-6798. See you 
on the 14th. 

At Large Delegates Needed for  
2018 Annual Conference 

 
If you are interested in attending the 2018 
Annual Conference, the district is in need 
of approximately 4 or 5 more delegates at 
large.  Your name will need to be lifted 
from the floor of our District Conference 
on April 21.  If you are interested, please 
let your pastor know or call Gay at the dis-
trict office at 740-264-1601. 

 

Pastor, Lay Leaders, SPPR  and 
Trustees Committees  

 
Share the back of this insert regarding the Dis-
trict Conference and Leadership Workshops 
with the members of your committees!   



Solid Rock Youth Retreat Recap! 

New Appointments 

 I would like to thank the District Youth for supporting Solid Rock Retreat.  For 
those of you that do not know what Solid Rock Retreat is, it is a weekend retreat held at the 
FFA Camp Muskingum for junior high and high school students that was held the weekend 
of March 2nd.  For the weekend, we had a band from Malone University, and our speaker 
was Joe Burkhardt who spoke about the meaning of placing our identity in Christ.  In addi-

tion, the youth got to choose between three 
classes that met twice during the weekend; the 
first class time was geared towards education, 
and the second was geared towards experi-
ence.  The three classes that were offered were 
spiritual healing, spiritual gifts, and spiritual 
disciplines; all three focused on helping the 
youth grow in their relationship with Christ.  
The retreat was extremely powerful for the 55 
youth that were present. 

I would like to share with you what I saw dur-
ing the weekend that really stood out to me.  
The thing that stood out the most to me was 

that the youth took ownership of their faith both personally and as a community of believ-
ers, encouraging and supporting one another in powerful ways.  I have been working in 
youth ministry for eleven years and full time youth ministry for seven, so needless to say I 
have spent countless weekends at retreats and camps over the years. But the thing that I 
noticed about this particular weekend was that they prayed over each other with authority 
and power like I have never seen before.  It is not uncommon for youth to come up to me or 
other leaders and want prayer during weekends like this, but that is not what I saw over the 
weekend.  What I witnessed was youth going to other youth and requesting prayer, and 
more importantly, youth feeling confident enough to pray with power and authority over 
their brother or sister.  It was amazing for me because I have taught my youth for years that 
I am nothing special; I do not have a special connection with God because I am a youth 
pastor. I do not have magic words when I pray, and God does not listen more to me than He 
does to them.  But during this weekend I witnessed youth that actually believed this, youth 
that prayed over their fellow students with the faith and authority that is rarely seen in 
Christians three times their age.  I got the great honor of standing back and watching youth 
that I have taught over the years speak into the lives of their fellow students by praying 
God’s identity into them. I watched as these students spoke hope and love into each other 
because they were open to the Holy Spirit’s voice.  I cannot communicate the excitement, 
empowerment, hope, joy, and love I felt as I watched youth follow the lead of the Spirit and 
speak the word of God into each other; it was beyond words.  For all of this I would like to 
thank the district for helping support this weekend for it would not been possible without 
your support. I thank you immensely. 

If you are interested in bringing youth or supporting the retreat for next year, it 
will be the first weekend in March (March 1-3, 2019).  I highly recommend bringing youth 
as it is an amazing weekend of worship and learning.   

     Jonathan Naylor 

Bishop Malone has announced the following appointments: 

Pastor Greg Bush will be appointed to E. S. Christ effective 4/16/18. 

Rev. Seth Filburn will be appointed to Lincoln Avenue UMC effec-
tive July 1, 2018. 

Rev. Eric Kluth (Harsh Memorial/ Kilgore) will be appointed to 
Mogadore UMC in the Canal District. 

Rev. Tina Siroki (Martins Ferry) will be appointed to Trinity Perry 
Heights UMC in the Tuscarawas District. 
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Prayer Concerns 

 Rev. Doug Lewis, ( Firelands DS) 

In Sympathy 

Please pray for the families of the following: 

Laura R. Huffman, Surviving spouse of 
Rev. Aubrey Huffman, died February 17. 

Rev. David J. West, Associate Member, died 
February 23. 

Lois Irene Ulmer, survivinv spouse of Rev. 
Charles Ulmer, died February 24. 

Rev. Otis Dean Essex, Jr., retired elder, died 
February 25. He had served the New Alexan-
dria/ Georges Run churches on this district. 

Mary Ann Seith, spouse of Rev. William A. 
Seith, died February 26. 

Rev. Howard E. Fox, retired elder, died Feb-
ruary 27. 

Sonia M. Hardman, spouse of Rev. John D. 
Hardman, died March 4. 

Pastor Mary Louise Rogers, retired local 
pastor, died March 11. 

Rev. Budd L. Sprague, retired elder, died 
March 18. 

Happy April Birthdays 

3 Pastor Dan Holt (Tiltonsville) 

3      Pastor Ken Staley (TCHC) 

4 Jane Ricketts (Leavittsville) 

8 Rev. Jerry Ernst (Finley) 

9 Sally Jones (Thoburn) 

16 Pastor David Quillen (Hopedale/ 
 Bloomingdale) 

17 Rev. Tom Snodgrass (Jewett/ New 
 Rumley) 

17    Darlene Iden (Bergholz/ Chestnut    
 Ridge) 

20     Pastor Rodney Bowers (Bethel) 

23     Kathy Proya (Bell Chapel) 

26     Pastor Jerralyn Myers (Leesville) 

28     Connie Carpenter (Mt Zion/ Pleasant 
 Grove ) 

Church Audits 
were due March 
30.  If your church 
has not yet sent 
yours to the Dis-
trict Office please 
do so ASAP. 

Congratulations to  
Pastor David and Allison 
Quillen who were mar-
ried on March 3, 2018. 
David serves the Hope-
dale and Bloomingdale 
churches.    
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Electronic Service Requested 

7   Lay Servant Training at Scott Memorial 

10 - 12  Cabinet 

12 6:30 PM Local Church Special Church Conference  

14   CCOM at Conference Office 

21  District Conference and Leadership Workshops (see 
   flyer inside) 

24 - 26  Cabinet 

Where is the DS in April? 

THE MISSION 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to increase the 
number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings 

through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

All Newsletter items for May issue must be in the district office by 
April 18. 

Summer Camp Open Houses 
Want a chance to tour the sites, talk to the staff, and see what is 
being offered for 2018?  Join us on the following dates or contact 
the site. 

Camp Aldersgate - Saturday, April 14 from 2 - 6 PM –Open 
House & Summer Preview 

Camp Asbury - Sunday, April 15 from 2 - 5 PM—Open House 
and Summer Preview 

Camp Wanake - Saturday, April 7 from 2 - 6 PM, Resurrection 
Egg Hunt & Summer Preview 

Go to www.EOCSummercamps.org for more information 

YOUTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(YAC):  Teens from across Ohio will 
gather at Lakeside Chautauqua June 8-
10 for YAC ’18.  Ephesians 4:3-6 is 
the guiding verse for this year’s 
theme We Are One. Register 
now through April 4 and pay only 
$40/person. Learn more about YAC 
’18 at www.eocumc.com/yac   

The District will assist all those going by paying the $40 early 
registration fee.  Send receipt of payment to the District Office 
for reimbursement. 

SEASIDE ESCAPE WOMEN’S RETREAT 2018 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 -  Tiltonsville UMC 
Registration (Light breakfast) 8:15; Begins at 9 AM 

Cost $20 (includes lunch/ financial aid available) 
RSVP by April 13 - Call Rose at 740-769-7291  

Details and registration form on district website at 
www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley -  go to Upcoming Events 
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