
The Interactive Gift 

Valley Vision 

Dear Friends, 
Over the weekend of November 11, I was in Chicago celebrating the birthdays of Elinor (3) and 
Vivienne (1) with family and friends. Like many grandparents overwhelmed with love for our grandchil-
dren, I was taking videos of everything – Elinor eating her birthday cake, Vivienne taking steps pushing 
her play grocery cart, Elinor and her cousin Maddie madly hugging each other. Well, you get the picture. 
 
Joslyn and I wanted to buy Elinor a gift that is interactive, so we bought a pair of hand puppets for her. 
In my Grandpa way, I turned the video lens on Elinor as she opened her gifts. All of us burst out laugh-
ing as Aunt Joslyn put the stocking puppet on her hand to play with Elinor … at the same moment Elinor 

took hold of the cardboard cylinder used to package the puppet and began playing with it like a telescope.  
 
Isn’t that the way it is? Kids often have as much fun with the box as the toy itself. By far the hap-
piest face I have of Elinor as a one year old at Christmas is the picture of Aunt Joslyn pushing her 
around the living room in the laundry basket! While the brightly colored, brilliantly designed, 
noisy toys compete for the attention of our children, often they choose the dull box and their own 
vibrant imaginations to play with.  
 
Yet I think the day will come when Elinor, Joslyn and I will play with the puppets together. That’s 
the point – to engage a child’s imagination and interact with them in play so that relationships can 
be built. Ever since spring, Elinor and I have a routine. She says to me, “Grandpa, talk?” And we 
sit on the stairs and talk about the day – the farmer’s market, the lake, the zoo, the children’s mu-
seum, the dog, dinner. 
 
The best gifts are interactive, the ones that engage the imagination and build relationships. Maybe 
that is why the Gospel of John has been so powerful a witness to the birth of Jesus Christ. How can we miss the power of these 
verses in John 1? “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God … What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people … And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory of the Father’s only son, full of grace and truth … From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”  
 
The dramatic, extraordinary, supernatural reality we celebrate at Christmas is this ultimate gift of God: the One named Jesus who 
will save us from our sins; the One named Emmanuel which being translated means “God with us”; the One who is the Word made 
flesh who dwelt among us; the One who did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, but emptied himself in order 
to be born in human likeness, humbling himself and becoming obedient even to death on the cross (Philippians 2:6-8).  
 
It is through the Gift of his Son that God wants to interact with us; it is through this amazing Incarnation, this gift of Word made 
flesh, that God wants to build relationship with us. How could we bear the gift of the glory of God directly? Wouldn’t the glory of 
God overwhelm us were this glory not wrapped in the Word made flesh, in the person of Jesus of Nazareth?  
 
This Gift of God comes to us full of grace and truth. We are the beneficiaries of grace, having received grace upon grace from his 
fullness.  
 
 I have no doubt that the best way we can Thank Our God is to spend our lives living into and up to this gift of grace upon grace, this 
gift of grace and truth made real and available to us in Jesus the Christ. 
 
Christ in us, the hope of Glory! 
 
Jim  
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OHIO VALLEY DISTRICT DISCIPLESHIP RALLY 
Saturday, January 14, 2017 

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Thoburn UMC 

            209 E. Main St. St. Clairsville  43950 
 

“DISCIPLESHIP – HOW TO TEACH” 
 

Rev. Dr. Paul Chilcote, Key Note Message 
Professor at Ashland Theological Seminary 

 

 
 

PASTORS, LOCAL CHURCH MEMBERS AND LEADERS: 
   DO NOT MISS OUR DISCIPLESHIP RALLY  

  
 

Registration     9:30 a.m. 
Worship & Keynote    10:00 a.m. 
Workshop: Discipleship -  How to Teach  11:15 a.m. 
Closing Message by Dr. Chilcote  12:00 p.m. 
Departure     12:30 p.m. 

 

Dr. Paul Chilcote, Academic Dean at Ashland Theological Seminary and world-
renowned Wesley scholar, has written a work entitled Wesley Speaks on Christian 
Vocation.  Within that work, Chilcote spells out (from John Wesley’s perspective) 
“What to Teach,” “How to Teach,” and “What to Do.”  These three items correspond 
directly with our three-fold strategy here in the Ohio Valley District: Revival (what to 
teach), Discipleship (how to teach), and mission (what to do). We are thrilled to 
announce this second presentation of the three part series by Dr. Chilcote. The second 
topic will be: 

DISCIPLESHIP 

On January 14, Dr. Chilcote will be speaking on “Discipleship,” key teachings that spark life in United Methodist 
hearts and minds.  This would include rediscovering a hub of belief in a pluralistic age, understanding the nature of 

salvation by grace through faith, and maintaining the balance of personal faith and social witness.    

 
We are asking each church to bring a gift to help the great ministry of One Great Hour of Sharing/ 
UMCOR. Note that the Rally is provided by your Ohio Valley District Shared Ministries funds. 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

For the purpose of planning handouts and for the purpose of accountability and follow up, please complete and  put 
the number of persons from your church attending and return to Ohio Valley District UMC, 352 Canton Road, 
Wintersville, OH 43953  or email to ovoffice@ovdumc.com by January 6, 2017: 
  
 Church: ___________________________________________Number attending _____  
   
 Contact Person: ______________________________  Phone: ____________________ 
 

Rally and  Snack 
Provided by your 
District Shared 
Ministries 
(Apportionments) 

mailto:ovoffice@ovdumc.com


District UMW News 

Grants 
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 It has been my privilege to be president of the Ohio Valley District UMW in 2016. The time has gone quickly and I have 
enjoyed working with  many of the fine United Methodist women of the district. Starting in January, Susan Brown of Shadyside 
UMC will be moving to the office of president.  Along with Susan, were elected and installed at our Fall District Meeting: Dorothy 
Turner of New Rumley UMC, Vice-President; Susan Brown Jr. of Shadyside UMC, Secretary; Darlene Lewis of Simpson UMC, 
Spiritual Growth; Linda Groves of Mt. Pleasant UMC, Education & Interpretation; Gerry Marteney of Mt. Pleasant UMC, Social 
Action; Carol Canyock of Finley UMC, Nurture & Outreach; Kitty Ferguson of Wintersville UMC, Program Resources; and Nomi-
nations Committee;  Pat Grimes of Wintersville UMC, Chair; Bertie Garvey of New Rumley UMC, Joyce Proffitt of Richmond 
UMC,  and Marcia Williams of Flushing UMC and an appointment for Communications position, Marguerite Andres.  We are 
searching for someone to fill the position of Treasurer. 
  
    In 2016, as in past years, two district-wide meetings were held. The Ohio Valley District UMW Spring Meeting 
was held at Wintersville UMC in Wintersville on April 21st. Our special speaker of the day was 
Rev. Mary Lu Warstler. Her message was “How is it With Your Soul!”; a look at the teachings of 
John Wesley which consisted of reading scriptures, praying, fasting, attending the Lord’s Supper 
and the Holy Conferencing (meeting together) and acts of Holy Learning with the learning of 
scriptures to be recited at what he called class meeting. The Fall District Meeting was held at New 
Rumley UMC in New Rumley on October 20th. Rev. Nestor Nazario of Hope UMC in Bedford, 
Ohio was our guest speaker. Rev. Nazario brought a lot of information to us on “Latin American 
People and Faith.”, this years study at Mission U. 
  
    This year our District’s “Two Cents and a Prayer” offering went to Shadyside Jr. & Senior High Free Lunch Program. The 
present amount given to them is $901.60. Items were also contributed to the Carroll County Victims’ Assistance Program (Women’s 
Shelter) in Carrollton and to the mission work of the Shadyside Fellowship of Churches whose members are the six churches in 
Shadyside. Both were district projects chosen by the churches hosting our spring and fall meetings, respectively. 
  
     Lastly, allow me to wish you a wonderful Christmas celebration. In this holy season may we all rest merry in the promise 
that Jesus Christ our Savior came to “save us all from Satan’s power.” This is truly a tiding of comfort and joy. 
  
Sue Rogers, Ohio Valley District UMW President 

The annual Burge Fund Application form is available on the District’s website at 
www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley     If you need one mailed to you, please call the 
District Office at 740-264-1601.  This fund provides assistance to churches who 
offer creative proposals for programs or ministries.  Request for funds shall be 
made to the Strategy/ Missions Committee in care of the District Office by 

The 2018 Mission / Ministry Grant applications will soon be available in the 
District Office and on our website.  If your church would like to have an applica-
tion, please contact Gay and one will be mailed to you when they become available.   
If your program will be receiving funding in 2017 you will automatically be mailed 
an application.  If your program received funds in 2016 you will be receiving an 
evaluation that must be completed.  These applications will be due back into the 
District Office around March 1. 

Advanced Special Applications:    If you are currently an Advance Special pro-
gram, you will receive an application via email from the EOC.  Please be sure to 
return these to the District Office by January  6.  If you are wanting to apply to 
be an Advanced Special  program, please contact the District Office for an applica-
tion. 

DEADLINES 
Church Treasurers:   
2016  Shared Ministry Funds (formerly known as Appor-
tionments) must be received at the bank by January 6, 
2017 to be credited to your 2016 records.  Monies re-
ceived after that date will  be credited to 2017. 
 
2016 Church Audits are due March 31, 2017.  All 
Churches are required to submit an audit to the Dis-
trict Office! 
 
Pastors:  Annual church reports are due online by Janu-
ary 23, 2017 but an extension until January 30, 2017 
may be granted in cases of emergency, provided the re-
quest is made in writing and received by the Conference 
Treasurer before January 23.  All churches are required 
to file these reports - NO EXCEPTIONS!!   They will 
be on the conference website sometime after January 
6 under online forms.  If you need your church’s user 
name and pass code, call Gay at 740-264-1601.  If you 
need assistance in completing these online, Gay will be 
happy to help you. 
 
These forms will NOT be mailed. If you need printed 
copies, contact the District Office. 



 The East Ohio Commission on Ar-
chives and History in conjunction with the 
United Methodist Historical Society of Ohio is 
seeking nominations for the 2017 Historian of 
the Year.  This is an opportunity for local 
congregations to recognize and celebrate the 
work of those local church historians who go 
far “above and beyond” what is expected to 
preserve the rich heritage of the local church. 

 It is helpful to include samples of 
the work that has been done.  It is also benefi-
cial to say if the work has been done by an 
individual or a group of people.   

 The Society also seeks Local Church 
anniversary information for those churches 
that are celebrating special anniversaries, such 
as 50, 75, 100, 150 etc in 2017.  The Society 
provides an attractive commemorative certifi-
cate to these churches. 

 Local Church Historian nominations 
and anniversary information should be sent to 
Rev.  Don Trigg, PO Box 32, Seville, OH 
44273 and postmarked by March 1, 2017. 

 Please note: Historian of the Year 
Awards and Local Church Anniversary 
certificates will be distributed April 22, 
2017 at the United Methodist Historical 
Society of Ohio meeting at the Bowling 
Green Trinity United Methodist Church, 
200 N Summit St., Bowling Green, OH. 

 If you have any questions, please 
contact Rev. Trigg at DLT419@aol.com or 
330-769-2836. 

 Thank you! 

 

Epworth Center 

All district churches 
are invited to the 
Closing Celebration 
service of Simpson 
United Methodist 
Church, 430 Slack 
Street, Steubenville.  
Simpson has been in 
ministry for 143 
years beginning in 
1873 to 2016.  On 

Sunday, December 11, at 4:00 PM a celebra-
tion of this ministry will be highlighted with 
the celebration speaker, Dr. Ivy Smith with a 
video from Bishop Tracy S. Malone.  Area 
clergy will participate in the worship service.  
Refreshments will be served. 

The Epworth Cen-
ter in Bethesda, OH 
is  looking to begin 
offering Ready-
Made Retreats in 
the Spring of 
2017.  Many groups 
want to go on a 
retreat, but do not 
have the time or the 
know-how to de-
velop programming 

for such an event.  Our staff wants to take 
the guess work out of retreat program-
ming by having programming already 
established.  All the groups will need to 
do is organize their members and show 
up, we'll take care of the rest!  Informa-
tion is available on our website, 
www.theepworthcenter.org/ready-made-
retreats.  
 
Please let me know if you have any ques-
tions by calling 740-484-4705 
Blessings, 
--  
Bree Blum  
Executive Director 
Epworth Center 

Closing Celebration 
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Appointment Change 

Due to being the primary caregiver for his 
wife, Rev. Ed Gardner has had to step 
away from serving the Smithfield UMC.  
Please keep Rev. Ed and Cory in your 
prayers and also the Smithfield UMC 
during this time.  Rev. Bob Hooker will 
fill the pulpit for the remainder of 2016. 

Prayer Concerns 
 Cory Gardner (Smithfield UMC) 
 
Deaths 
 
Alice L. Dumm, surviving spouse of Rev. Dur-
lan Dumm, died October 30. 
 
Roy Boone, Jr., spouse of Rev. Neriah Ed-
wards-Boone, died November 8. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
2 Pastor Wes George  
       (Amsterdam/ Mt Zion) 
8 Rev. Richard Wallace, Sr.         
        (Baxter’s Ridge) 
8 Pastor Robert Welch  
        (E. S. Christ) 
15 Rev. Kimberly Arbaugh            
        (Carrollton First) 
24  Pastor Samuel Davis 
                    (Harmony & Empire) 
26  Pastor James Wood             

          (New Alexandria 
          George’s Run) 
 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
6 Rev. Clint Quillen  
       (Wintersville) 
10  Diane Wallace     
        (Baxter’s Ridge 
11  Pastor Tom Thomas 
        (Rayland/Yorkville) 
12  Carmen Kluth (Harsh  
         Memorial / Kilgore 
16 Pastor Steve Rice (Amity/ 
         Powhatan Pt) 
17 Pastor Jon Little (Asbury 
                    Greater Parish) 
20  Lynne Modrans 
          (Sycamore Tree) 
25 Pastor Jim Willson (Pine 
           Grove) 
28 Rev. Daniel Loomis 
  (Carrollton First) 

Historian of the Year 
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December 
1 3:00 PM    Ministry Consultations & SPPR Meeting at Thoburn UMC 
4 9:00 AM   Preach at Bowerston Trinity  
4     11:30 AM  Special Charge Conference at Bowerston Trinity 
5 7:00 PM   Charge Conference at Scott Memorial UMC 
6 6:00 PM    Plowpoint Ministries meeting at Bridgeport First UMC 
7 - 9           Cabinet 
11    4:00 PM    Closing Celebration of Simpson UMC (see page 3) 
23 -  January 2  Office closed for Christmas 
 
January 
3 - 5           Cabinet Retreat 
12 - 13           Cabinet 
20           District Committee on Ordained Ministries  
27 - February 9 Camphor Mission Trip, Liberia, Africa  

Where is the DS in December and January? 

With joy and thanks-
giving to God, I am 
pleased to announce 
my engagement to 
Lynelle Garn, who is 
a Professional Clini-
cal Counselor at 
ProMedica Hospital, 
Fremont, Ohio.     

Lynelle and I were introduced by her co-worker, Suz-
anne Lewis, wife of Rev. Doug Lewis, Superintendent 
of the Firelands District. What a blessing this is! We 
will be married in Lakeside, Ohio, on May 20, 2017. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

     Jim 

THE MISSION 
The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
 

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to  
increase the number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

  
THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings Deadline for submissions to the February newsletter is January 18. 

The District Office will be closed Friday, December 23 thru January 2.  
We will reopen at 8 AM on January 3.  We will also be closed on Janu-
ary 16 in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday. 
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