
From Generation to Generation 

Valley Vision 

Dear Friends,  
 
Even though I could see my Dad becoming more and more frail and confused over the past six years, I 
still felt my world shaken with his passing on December 26. He was the last of his entire generation on 
both maternal and fraternal sides of our family. It is startling to think that I will not hear his voice or see 
him in his home again.  
 
Yet there is much for which to be thankful. I am thankful he could say in his last week that his life “has 
been a good story.” He would always speak of his years growing up and his years as a commissioned 

officer in the Navy with warmth, though he admitted that when WWII was over, he set out to get home from the South Pacific as fast 
as he possibly could because he could not wait to see his beloved Elinor again.  
 
And that is part of the story, too. He never would say her name without a smile, and I will give wit-
ness that on the last full day of his life, he squeezed my hand multiple times when I mentioned her 
name, though he was unconscious as far as I could tell. He loved to tell the story of when they first 
met as freshmen students at Denison University. There was romance in his voice as he thought of 
her, a romance that continued through the last five years of her life when she was 100% under the 
care, custody and control of that wonderful nursing home. His romance was expressed with visits to 
her side twice daily, reading, watching the birds, listening to big band music, talking – and dozing – 
with her. What an expression of love –  for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, to love and to cherish until parted by death. With fondness I picture them meeting again in 
heavenly courts through gates of splendor.  
 
So above all I am thankful. “Give thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast 
love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100). My Dad lived for 95 years. 
He was able to be in his own home to the very end with needed medical care provided by Hospice. 
When he took his last breath, my sister and I were at his side. It was for me a sacred moment and the Christmas message became 
very real – Emmanuel, God with us. Because it was Christmas, I could dedicate all the time necessary to be with him. Joslyn and 
Matt, Nate and Erin were able to visit with him because they were home for the holidays. He was in his home and he is now home. I 
am thankful. 
 
But there is another part to this story. While I was holding vigil at my Dad’s side, there was a whole community of faith keeping my 
Dad and my family in prayer. Many cards came with expressions of sympathy and I knew that not only was God present, but God’s 
people were present as well. For this I am deeply thankful. I do not know where I would be or what I would be apart from God and 
God’s people – the cabinet, the Ohio Valley District, my covenant group, church friends over many years, my pastor.  
 
The community of faith! “Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.” We give witness to God’s saving presence as the community 
of faith, a people whose lives demonstrate in belief and practice that God is good, that his love endures forever, and his faithfulness 
to all generations.  
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!  
 
 
 
Jim  
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Richard and Elinor Winkler 

Many have called the District Office asking if there is 
any designation for gifts in memory of Rev. Winkler’s 
father, Richard.  Please send your memorial gifts to: 
First Congregational Church, 47 Aurora Street, Hudson, 
OH 44236 
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From Membership to Discipleship 
Saturday, Feb 18, 9:30 AM to 4 PM 
Bellevue First, 901 Northwest St.,       
Bellvue, OH 44811 
Speaker:  Kelly Brown 

Or  
Saturday, March 18, 9:30 AM to 4 PM 
Kinsman UMC, 8362 Main Street,  
Kinsman, OH  44428 
Speaker: Dr. Phil Maynard 
 
PART 1: FOUNDATIONS- This session will 
introduce your discipleship team to a core defi-
nition for discipleship, differentiate between 
discipleship and Christian Education, describe 
six dimensions of a life lived as a disciple, 
present a flow of moving disciples toward ma-
turity, and introduce the Discipleship Growth 
Survey as a tool to support personal discovery 
and opportunities for congregational growth. 
 
PART 2: MOVEMENTS- Differentiate be-
tween membership and discipleship, make 
observations about the movement toward ma-
turity, identify catalysts for spiritual growth, 
explore the practices necessary to move a disci-
ple toward maturity between each of the phases 
of development. 
  
PART 3: DISCIPLESHIP A CONTACT 
SPORT- Discipleship is not a one-size-fits-all 
but it does require a relational compo-
nent.  Explore a variety of discipling relation-
ships, the value of each, and where each best 
fits in the discipleship process. 
  
PART4: EQUIPPING FOR TRANSFOR-
MATION- (How do we support the Discipling 
Process) – Discover what types of relationships 
and educational support work best for support-
ing disciples in the various phases of develop-
ment.  Understand the five components every 
disciple needs to grow and how the church can 
help. 
  
PART5: BUILDING AN INTENTIONAL 
DISCIPLESHIP PROCESS - Learning from 
the best in history, participants identify the key 
elements of a transformational discipleship 
process, identify strengths and gaps in their 
current context, and build a plan for moving 
forward. 
 
Each church is encouraged to bring a team of 
people. The cost for this event is $10 per per-
son which covers workshop materials and 
lunch. You may bring a check with you or pay 
with cash at the door. Please make checks pay-
able to the East Ohio Conference fund 9638. To 
register for this event email Nicole Nolan at 
vitality@eocumc.com . 

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER   
INITIATIVE 

Saturday, February 25, 9 AM to 2:30 PM 

Westlake UMC, 27650 Center Ridge 
Road, Westlake 44145 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Sue Nilson Kibbey, 
author of “Flood Gates:Holy Momentum 
for a Fearless Church” 

Cost of the workshop is $35 per person and 
includes lunch.  For more information on 
the workshop and to register go to 
www.westlakeumc.org/spiritual  or call the 
church office at 440-871-3088 

Registration space is limited and closes 
2/17/17 or when the workshop is full.  At-
tend with your pastor and 4 others to have 
the momentum to launch the Breakthrough 
Prayer Initiative in your church! 

Get Their Name: Grow Your 
Church: Building New Rela-
tionships Workshop  
 
February 11, 9:30 AM to 3 PM  
 
Rural Chapel, 5860 Chesire Rd., Ga-
lena, OH 43021 
Conducted by one of the co-authors, Kay 
Kotan, a church consultant and credentialed 
coach.  You will first learn how to grow 
into sharing your faith story in safe, authen-
tic ways.  Next you will explore how to 
become a twenty-first century missionary in 
your mission field.  Finally, you will learn 
how to prepare your church to receive 
guests every weekend. 
 
The cost of the event is $10 per person for 
at least a team of three.  Each participant 
will need to read the book “Get Their 
Name” and also have a copy of the “Get 
Their Name” workbook for the workshop.  
These can be purchased through Cokes-
bury. 
 
Lunch and snacks are provided! 
To register for this event email Nicole 
Nolan at vitality@eocumc.com 
 
You may bring a check with you or pay 
with cash at the door.  Please make checks 
payable to the East Ohio Conference Fund 
9638 

Ohio Valley Youth 

2018 Delegates at Large 

The following were nominated at their church’s 
2016 charge conference to be delegates at large 
for 2018.  If  someone was nominated and you 
do not see their name, please contact the district 
office immediately.  Nominees in alphabetical 
order are:  Peggy Beard (Leesville); Richard 
Beatty (New Rumley); Gary Cain (E.S. Christ); 
Sylvia Deaton (Martins Ferry); Donald Devore 
(E. S. Christ); Avis Henry (Mt Zion); Jean Hol-
stein (Flushing); JoAnn Johnson (Amsterdam); 
Mikayla Kovacik (Riverview); Kathy Mallarnee 
(Deersville); Walt Miller (Dellroy); Lynne 
Modranski (Sycamore Tree); Linda Ragsdale 
(Sugar Grove); Jerry Rinehart (Mt Pleasant); 
Sue Rogers (Scio); Cathy Salsberry (E.S. 
Christ); Ron Smith (Sycamore Tree); Kathleen 
Snodgrass (Scott Memorial); Bob Wagner 
(Harsh Memorial); Gay Warren (Richmond); 
Candy Weaver (Lincoln Avenue);  Elizabeth 
West (Bellaire South); Ann Wiley 
(Amsterdam); Betty Wilson (Hammondsville); 
Kenneth Workley (Flushing) 
 

Congratula-
tions to Pas-
tor Wes and 
Susan 
George
(Amster-
dam/ Mt 
Zion) on the 
birth of their 
third daugh-
ter, Amelia 
Charity on 
January 4, 

2017.  She joins her sisters, Katelynn and 
Melody. 

A Night of Worship at Scott Memorial 
UMC, 817 E Market St., Cadiz 

Friday, March 10 from 7 to 9:30 PM 
$5 Admission 

 Pizza, Snacks, Fellowship and Worship 
led by Barry Cline  

and The Band West Finley 
For more information contact,           
Rev. Kimberly Arbaugh 330-627-7671 
or Tif Manley at 740-317-0609 



The 2018 Mission/ Ministry Grant Applica-
tions  are available by calling the District 
Office.  They were also emailed to the pastors.  
The deadline for submission of these grants is 
February 10. 

Local Church Historian nominations and 
anniversary information should be sent to 
Rev.  Don Trigg, PO Box 32, Seville, OH 
44273 and postmarked by March 1, 2017. 

2016 Audits are due March 30, 2017.  Forms 
are available on the District website or by 
calling the District Office.  All churches are 
required to submit audits.  Send the completed 
audits to the District Office. 

Ministerial Assessments were sent to the 
SPPR chairs.  These are to be completed in 
conjunction with the pastor and returned to the 
district office by May 1. 

New Appointments 

Deadlines 

So what happens in an emergency at your church—lost child, unresponsive adult, acci-
dent, disorderly person, gas line break, smoke, tornado, utility failure, intruder or ac-
tive shooter?  Who directs the members?  What’s the plan?  Who to call?  We should 
know.  Come and learn: 
 To use the Assessment Tool for safety and security in and around your church. 
 Develop Emergency Plans for a multitude of emergencies in and around your 

church. 
 Plan for a Crisis Team to handle any emergency, illness, or problem during wor-

ship. 
Regarding Opiate & Heroin Addiction: Learn how and why persons, even 12 year olds, 
are addicted.  Why pre-school children are addicted.  Why arrests don’t solve the prob-
lem.   What pain killers does your doctor prescribe to you?  It’s important we: 
 Understand the depth of the opiate and heroin problem in our church’s commu-

nity. 
 Offer ways to help families affected by opiate or heroin addiction. 
 Be more aware of opiates you and family members are prescribed. 
 
On February 18, 2017 from 9 AM to 3 PM at the Hebron UMC in Hebron, Ohio, 
TARRP (Town and Rural Resource Program) is offering a very informative workshop 
to help your church board, mission team, and others learn and be equipped to help your 
church to make a difference in the lives of your parishioners and community.   
 
Please contact the District Office for a brochure or email Rev. Debbie Ketcham at 
revdsk@frontier.com for more information. 

Bishop Tracy Malone has appointed Rev. Tina 
Siroki to the Martins Ferry UMC as of January 
1, 2017. 

Bishop Tracy Malone has appointed Rev. Ken 
Gifford (Thoburn) to the Poland UMC effec-
tive July 1, 2017. 

Safety & Security in Your Church 
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Prayer Concerns 
 Rev. Ashley Steele (Urban Mission)  and 

her family on the death of her grand-
mother on Christmas Day.  

 Rev. James Winkler and his family on 
the death of his father, Richard P. 
Winkler, on December 26. 

 Rev. Steve Modranski (Sycamore Tree) 
and his family on the death of his mother, 
Naomi, on January 15. 

 Pastor Lee Iden (Bergholz/ Chestnut 
Ridge) and his family on the death of his 
younger sister, Jodene, on January 17. 

 Rev. Bracken Foster (Newcomerstown 
Christ), registrar of Local Pastors, hospi-
talized. 

 
Deaths 
 
Mildred Hostetler, surviving spouse of Rev. 
David Hostetler, died November 12. 
 
Bettie J. Barss, surviving spouse of Rev. 
Donald Barss, died on December 6. 
 
Rev. Orlando Chaffee, elder and former 
District Superintendent of the Mahoning Val-
ley and North Coast Districts, died on Decem-
ber 18. 
 
F. Iona Fitch, surviving spouse of Rev. Karl 
M. Fitch, died on January 12. 
 
Ruth Thomas, surviving spouse of Bishop 
James Thomas, died January 17. 

Happy February Birthdays 
 
10     Pastor Eric Kluth (Harsh  
 Memorial/ Kilgore) 
12 Jessica Hale (Perrysville/  
 Pleasant Hill) 
15 Pastor Phil Bliss (Bellaire  
 First) 
15 Tonya Bliss (Bellaire First) 
19       Michael Myers (Leesville) 
20 Rev. Adam Davis   
 (Thoburn) 
27   Rev. Steve Modranski  

 (Sycamore Tree) 

Sweet Life Café is an experience that 
allows women to slow down and savor 
time with God and each other.  It feels 
like a cozy day at your favorite coffee 
shop, where women find rest, enjoy 
laughter, share their stories, and grow 
closer to God.  Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, April 29 and come to the Til-
tonsville UMC.  For more information 
call Rosie Broemson at 740-769-7291. 
More info in next month’s newsletter. 

Women’s Retreat 

For Your Information 
 
2017 Mileage Rate is  53.5 cents per mile. 
 
Scholarships:  Graduating seniors go to 
www.eocumc.com under Ministries, click on 
“Higher Education” for a list of scholarships.  
Many are due by the middle of March. 
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February 

2 - 9   Mission trip in Liberia, Africa 

9 - 10  Cabinet 

12  Preach at Finley UMC 

15 9:30 AM Mission/ Ministries/ Strategy Committee 

18  Memorial for Rev. Winkler’s father 

22 - 24  Cabinet 

Where is the DS in February? 

The House of the Carpenter is having the Souper Bowl of Caring 
challenge again this year.  The challenge is very simple, the HOC 
had commissioned two sets of communion sets (paten and chalice) to 
be made by Mr. Rick Morgan, a local Wheeling artisan.  The two 
congregations that raise the most money for the hunger ministries of 
the HOC during the month of February will receive a set on Sunday, 
March 5th.  Someone from the HOC will deliver the set to the congre-
gation during worship to thank you for your support in feeding our 
neighbors.  Churches have held Souper Bowl of Caring Luncheons 
on Super Bowl Sunday, others have had special penny offerings, 
others have had people donate the cost of a meal.  We invite you to 
be creative and find ways to help support the hunger ministries of the 
food pantry, backpack program, gardens, potato drop and Christmas 
food boxes.  The hunger ministries are varied and take place through-
out the year.   If you need more information, just let us know. 
 
We also want to invite you to the Souper Bowl of Caring Luncheon 
to be held at the HOC on Friday, February 3rd from 11am – 
1pm.  This event organized by the Board of Directors of the HOC is 
a combination fund raiser and awareness raising event.  The first 100 
tickets (which are almost gone) include the luncheon and a pottery 
bowl are $10.  The remaining 50 tickets are $5 are include the lunch-
eon of soup and dessert.  Included in the luncheon will be informa-
tion regarding all the hunger ministries of the HOC.  If you are un-
aware of all the ministries, we invite you to come, have lunch and 
learn about the work we do. 
 
Thanks in advance for your support in feeding our neighbors. 
Peace 
Mike Linger, Executive Director    304-233-4640 

THE MISSION 
The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
 

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to  
increase the number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

  
THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings through acts 
of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit.  

Deadline for submissions to the March newsletter is February 15. 

The Leadership Rally with Dr. Paul Chilcote fol-
lowed by the District Conference will be held Satur-
day, March 18 at Scott Memorial UMC, Cadiz.  
More details will be available soon. 


