
 

Valley Vision 

For at least seven years, I have anticipated joining a mission team traveling to Liberia to visit the 3 Cs work 
involving the clinics, classrooms and churches of the United Methodist Camphor Mission Station. There is no 
easy time to commit 14 days to an overseas mission experience, but I clearly felt the call of God to go this year. 
That call was confirmed again and again as I joined with our closely knit mission team (including Ohio Valley 
pastors Kimberly Arbaugh and Georgette Gaston) under the experienced and very wise leadership of  Kathy 
Dickriede, Partner in Mission with the East Ohio Conference, to build relationships and bring encouragement, 
training, and prayer to the 3 Cs Camphor Mission Station staff. 

 
Prayer undergirded our mission experience. In all dimensions of our mission trip, we experi-
enced the grace of God at work before our very eyes. None of the hardships we expected to 
encounter diminished the mission team in any way. The long trip to Liberia went well. The 
90+ degree heat and 95% humidity did not deter us at any time (Liberia is 10 degrees north 
of the equator). Our accommodations were entirely manageable and suitable for our needs, 
including the mosquito nets draped over our beds and the “pour baths” that refreshed us 
each day. Prepared over charcoal cook fires, the plantain soup, potato greens, cassava leaf, 
and palm butter dishes served with chicken, fish and rice provided wonderful nourishment in 
the Liberian tradition. We always had fresh pineapple and other fruit with each meal. Our 
wonderful Liberian driver Dexter took us along the best paved roads in Liberia as well as 
along many secondary roads that would challenge the most rugged of our four wheel drive 
SUV vehicles. And above all the hospitality and generosity of our Liberian hosts were ex-
ceptional, helping all of us feel welcome. 
 
Our purpose was not to build and fix things in particular, but to build relationships with 
those on the front lines of ministry in Liberia. This had to be the very pinnacle of our Libe-
rian experience as we shared, laughed, prayed and ate with the Camphor staff. The most 
profound, moving time came when we shared a foot washing ceremony and a prayer walk 
throughout the Camphor Mission Station, culminating in a service of worship and commun-
ion led by Pastors Kimberly Arbaugh and Georgette Gaston. I loved the familiarity of our United Methodist hymns and liturgy, but 
my spirits soared with the energetic music, dance and worship offered in the wonderful rhythmic cadences of Liberia. All of the team 
members built relationships with the children, youth, parents and staff that are unforgettable. 
 
Part of the experience for me included the steep learning curve of how to do mission work in the most effective way. Mission is least 
effective when it is based on one-way giving – “We have what you need, so here you go!” That may sound generous and easy, but 
too often it does not meet the real need; in fact, often it does not advance the cause in any tangible way. We may think Liberia needs 
internet cafes, electric wheel chairs, satellite dishes and bicycles but too often these gifts do not fit either the need or the environ-
ment. Of course there are basic needs that we can help provide – shelter, water, food, clothing. But what I have learned is that even 
these require not just “giving to” but “working with” our Liberian friends in a faith partnership that leads them toward self suffi-
ciency. The repeated phrase during our mission trip was “50/50 partnership.” We are in this together; our job is to help Liberians take 
more ownership and responsibility for their own well-being. 
 
Education, training and focused support are key to helping our Liberian brothers and sisters discover their own resourcefulness and 
gifting that can meet their needs in a way that best fits their Liberian context. We do not have all the answers. We cannot solve all the 
problems and challenges. What we can do is work in partnership with our Liberian friends both with great love and with focused 
strategic planning that can yield the best results for a future filled with hope. 
 
God is at work in this Camphor Mission Station project and we may be on to something that will sustain our mission work for years 
to come. I am glad I can be a part of this mission movement of God! 
 
Blessed to be a blessing, 
Jim 
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OHIO VALLEY DISTRICT DISCIPLESHIP RALLY 
AND DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

Saturday, March 18, 2017 
9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Scott Memorial UMC 

807 E Market St., Cadiz, OH 43907 
 

“REVIVAL – HOW TO TEACH & WHAT TO DO” 
 

Rev. Dr. Paul Chilcote, Key Note Message 
Academic Dean at Ashland Theological Seminary 

 

 
 

PASTORS, LOCAL CHURCH MEMBERS AND LEADERS: 
DO NOT MISS OUR DISCIPLESHIP RALLY  

AND DISTRICT CONFERENCE! 
 

  Registration      9:30 a.m. 
Worship & Keynote     10:00 a.m. 
Workshop: How to Teach & What to Teach    11:00 p.m. 
Lunch Provided      12:30 p.m. 
Worship & Message      1:15 p.m. 
District Conference     2:00 p.m.  

 

Dr. Paul Chilcote, Academic Dean at Ashland Theological Seminary and world-renowned Wesley scholar, has written a work 
entitled Wesley Speaks on Christian Vocation.  Within that work, Chilcote spells out (from John Wesley’s perspective) “What to 
Teach,” “How to Teach,” and “What to Do.”  These three items correspond directly with our three-fold strategy here in the Ohio 
Valley District: Revival (what to teach), Discipleship (how to teach), and mission (what to do). We are thrilled that Dr. Chilcote 
will be joining us here in the Valley to present “Revival—How to Teach and What to Do”. 
 

 
We are asking each church to bring a gift to help our Campership Fund here in the Ohio Valley District. Note that the Rally 
and the Lunch are provided by the Ohio Valley District Shared Ministries. 

 
REGISTRATION 

 
For the purpose of planning our lunch and handouts, please complete and  put the number of persons from your church 

attending and return to Ohio Valley District UMC, 352 Canton Road, Wintersville, OH 43953  or  call 740-264-1601 or email to 
ovoffice@ovdumc.com by March 10, 2017: 

  

 Church: ___________________________________________Number attending _____  
   

 Contact Person: ______________________________  Phone: _____________________ 
 

*** All clergy and lay leadership are required and encouraged to attend the District Conference *** 

Rally and  
Lunch Pro-
vided by your 
District Shared 
Ministries 

  
 

A Night Of Worship @ Scott Memorial UMC – Friday March 10  7-9:30pm (see page 4) 
 

YAC (Youth Annual Conference) is quickly approaching- June 9-11th at Lakeside, OH – you can get more info at www.eocumc/yac 
 The Ohio Valley District will pay $40 towards registration for Youth (church pays the registration fee and district reimburses church) 
 Reservations for housing begins March 1st (forms on Conference website)- the earlier you request housing the better options you have 
 Remember YAC is not about #’s it is about Leadership- please select kids from your church that are moving towards leadership- YES, YAC 

is fun but it is also about forming leaders and disciples for Christ.  
 

YAC Coin Challenge- they are once again having a coin challenge at YAC to benefit YSF (Youth Service Fund) the past 2 years Ohio Val-
ley has come in 2nd place next to Tuscarawas District and we want to WIN this year. Please start collecting your change now (paper $ 
counts also). Change can be dropped at the District Office until June 6th or taken with you YAC.  

 
Button design- Each year at YAC there is a button that represents each of the 10 East Ohio Districts. (the kids trade these buttons like trading cards 
and is a great way to connect with others) Ohio Valley is holding a little friendly competition for a design this year. Our theme for the year is “Live 
it” Colossians 3:17. If you are interested in submitting a design please either e-mail it to pastorkimberly@yellowbrickchurch.org or bring it with 
you to the Night of Worship on March 10th. Deadline for submission is 9pm March 10th.  



Lay Servant Retreat 

You’re invited to journey with the Urban Mission across downtown Steubenville (by foot or by 
car) on a pilgrimage through the last few days of Jesus’ life.  At each prayer station, you’ll be 
asked to reflect on where Jesus is being condemned even today.  You’ll also be challenged to 
pray for a movement of God’s Spirit in our community. 

A “Prayer Station Guide” will be available  on our website (www.urbanmission.org) the first 
week of March for you to download.   The Urban Mission will also be hosting a guided tour 
on March 2nd, starting at 6pm from the Urban Mission church.   

If churches are unable to attend on March 2nd for the guided tour but would still like 
to experience the stations in a group, we would be more than happy to host another 
guided tour sometime throughout Lent. 

To reserve your spot, call us at 740.282.8010 or email: asteele@urbanmission.org. 

Praise the Lord for the Love, Service, and dedication of the Ohio Valley District Lay Servants to 
Our Lord!!! We just finished our annual Lay Servant interviews [Ministry Chats}.  Thank you 
Carrollton First, Lincoln Avenue,  Scott Memorial, and Toronto First, for allowing us to use 
your Churches.   Lay Servants, your voices were heard by the District Committee and YES, we 
are going to hold a one day Retreat for all lay servants this year at Camp Aldersgate on Saturday 
September the 9th.  Mark your calendar NOW and bring you family.  All suggestions for the 
retreat are welcome.  Write them down and bring them to our district training at Scott Memorial 
UMC on April 1st.. See you all in April.    
    Kathy Palmer,  Director OVLSM , 740-671-5927 

Community Prayer Stations - March 2 thru April 15 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 Cory Gardner ( wife of Rev. Ed 
Gardner, Smithfield)  

 Rev. Bracken Foster 
(Newcomerstown Christ) 

 
Deaths 
 
Grace E. Boldt, surviving spouse of 
Rev. David Boldt, died February 12. 
 
Carrie Juanita (Neatty) Baker, surviv-
ing spouse of Rev. Robert A. Baker, 
died February 14. 

March Birthdays 
 

1 Tammy Rogers (New Somerset) 
9  Maple Woods (New Alexandria/ 

George’s Run 
12 Rev. John Jackson (Lansing) 
13 Pastor Frank Rogers (New Somer-

set) 
14 Linda Lish (South Bellaire) 
19 Doug Arbaugh (Carrollton 1st) 
25       Pastor Bob Carson (Brilliant/ 
 Bridgport 1st.) 

Sweet Life Café! Come and savor time with 
God!! Yes, this café themed getaway is as 
relaxing as it sounds!  Get away from the 
busyness of life as you relax with friends, 
share laughter and stories and spend time with 
God.  Join us at our suite life café retreat to 
experience this and more!  Saturday, April 
29, 9 AM to 5 PM; Registration at 8:15 AM 
(light breakfast provided).  Tiltonsville UMC, 
106 Grandview Ave., Tiltonsville, 43963.  
Cost $20/ lunch provided.  Financial Aid 
Available!!  RSVP to mjanestan@gmail.com 
by April  13.  Questions, call Rosie at 740-769
-7291.   

Women’s Retreat 

New Appointments 
Bishop Tracy Malone has made the following appointments effective July1, 2017: 

 Rev. Tom Jones to the Thoburn UMC. 
 Rev. Jim Winkler has been appointed the  District Superintendent for the Ohio Valley Dis-

trict for the conference year of 2017 - 2018. 
 Rev. Abby Auman as the new District Superintendent of the Mahoning Valley District  
 Rev. Nestor Nazario as the new District Superintendent of the Mid-Ohio District  

OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION 
On Sunday, March 12 from 2 to 4 PM, a cele-
bration for Jessica Vargo for her 15 years of 
loyal service as the Treasurer and Director of 
Administrative Services to the East Ohio Con-
ference will be held at the Faith Friends Learn-
ing Center, Faith UMC, 300 9th St NW, North 
Canton, OH.  Light refreshments will be pro-
vided.  If you want to send a card, please mail 
it to the EOC Treasurer’s Office, PO  Box 
2800, North Canton, OH  44720 

The Epworth Center Work Mission, has approximately 23 senior citizens, disabled individuals 
and low-income home owners in need of your help for home repairs.  Teach your youth and 
adults how to answer God’s call!  Becky’s husband is dying of cancer and their house is unsafe 
to live in.  Will you schedule your trip today by visiting our website, theepworthcenter.org/
resources, to download your group application?  If you are unable to schedule your mission trip 
to the Epworth Center, please send your monetary donation to P.O. Box 538, Bethesda, OH 
43719.   

Schedule Your Mission Trip To The Epworth Center  – NOW! 

2017 Delegates at Large for Annual Conference are needed!  If you are interested in 
attending  Conference June 11 – 15, contact the district office ASAP.  You will need to 
be elected at the District Conference on March 18.  We need at least 5 to 8 persons! 

Reminder:  2016 Audits are due by March 31.  Please send to the District Office. 
All churches are required to do a yearly audit!   
 
Ministerial Assessments are due into the District Office by May 1. 
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March 

6-7  Cabinet 

18  District Leadership & District Conference (page 2) 

20  Seminary Visit to Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

21-23  Cabinet 

26   Preach at Hannibal & Clarington UMC’s 

29  Seminary Visit to United Theological Seminary 

Where is the DS in March? 

 

THE MISSION 
The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
 

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to  
increase the number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

  
THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings through acts 
of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit.  

Deadline for submissions to the April  newsletter is March 15. 

 
Lay Servant  Basic and Advanced Training will be 
held on April 1 with registration starting at 8:15 AM and 
concluding at 5:00 PM at the Scott Memorial UMC, 
Cadiz, OH.  Cost is $25. To register contact Kathy 


