
All In - Keeping Company with the Prophets 

Valley Vision 

Dear Friends, 
 
Back in June, it was amazing, fun, wonderful to see the Cleveland Cavaliers win their first NBA Championship. Their 
motto was “All In”. That is the way they played, the way they came back from a 3-1 championship deficit versus the 
Golden State Goliath/Warriors. The fans and all of Cleveland and much of Ohio were also “All In” – at least for the 
most part, though it was hard to tell after Game 4. 1.3 million people converged on downtown Cleveland to celebrate 
peacefully and joyfully. It was something to see! 
 
You know, I think God wants us to be “All In” too. Let’s consider the Old Testament Prophets.  

 
In preparation for this fall’s Course of Study Class (COS 421 – Bible IV: Prophets, Psalms & Wisdom Literature; Course of Study School of Ohio 
WV Extension, Spring Heights, WV), I once again immersed myself in the prophets, reading and studying Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel along with 
several books of the minor prophets, including Hosea, Amos, Nahum, Micah, Jonah and Haggai. It is both a challenge and a pleasure to read and 
understand the prophets with my student-colleagues who are part time local pastors.   
 
Let’s be honest – the prophets are difficult to read. They are not easygoing or comfortable. They do not make us feel good. Instead, they tell the 
truth and shake us up. Writing in the midst of the most tumultuous times imaginable, they want the people of God to listen, to see, to understand, to 
respond. They want the people of God to “get it.” They want the people of God to return to simple faith and 
obedience. They want the people of God to turn back to God and do what the Lord requires – to do justice, to 
love kindness, to walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). In short, they want us to be “All In!” 
 
As Eugene Peterson points out in his Introduction to the Prophets (in The Message), somewhere along the line 
we people of God have learned to separate life into sacred and secular compartments. At first this sounds 
good. We “reserve” a part of our lives for the sacred, with God in charge. We give God some part of Sunday 
(or every other Sunday, or a Sunday a month, or a Sunday every couple of months), we give God a tithe (or 
some part of a tithe, more or less) and we reserve a little time for God in devotion, prayer, Bible reading, and 
maybe some community service as well. We say this sacred part of our lives is designed to honor God. But in 
reality, we are not really “All In.” We are “Part In”, “A Little In”, “In … But”.  
 
In practice, this design leaves us in charge of everything else: our time, our money, our homes, our work, our play, our hobbies, our entertainment, 
our relationships, our desires. This all sounds well and good – until we run into the prophets who will have none of this comfortable arrangement. 
The prophets make very clear that everything takes place on holy ground. We cannot design some very small place in our lives for God and then go 
about our day to day business free to do whatever we want.  
 
God will not stay on the reservation of our own making. God wants charge of every aspect of our lives – the way we feel, the way we think, the way 
we talk, the way we act in the privacy of our hearts and our homes, for a start. God wants charge of the way we make our money and the way we 
spend our money.  God wants charge of the way we treat our families, the way we treat our friends, the way we treat our enemies, the way we treat 
ourselves, the way we treat the other, the way we treat our community, the way we treat the earth. God wants charge of all of us, the prophets tell us 
– all that we are and all that we have. Like I said, the prophets are not easygoing; they are not comfortable; they do not make us feel good. Instead, 
they tell us the truth. For our own good, “We absolutely must keep company with these biblical prophets,” as Eugene Peterson said in his Introduc-
tion to Amos (The Message).  
 
According to the prophets, God wants to be at the center of our lives, not the fringes. May we take it a step further and say that God wants to be at 
the center of our churches, not the fringes? “I will make a new covenant with the people of God,” says the Lord in Jeremiah. “I will put my law 
within them and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people” (Jeremiah 31:32, 33).  
 
Any renewal, revival, revitalization of our churches starts right there!  
 
Are you “All In” for God?  
 
See you at our Discipleship Rally on October 8 in St. Clairsville at the Thoburn UMC!! 
 
Jim  
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740-264-1601 

Rev. Winkler will be happy to preach at 
any church that invites him.  Just call the 
office to see when he may be available. 



OHIO VALLEY DISTRICT DISCIPLESHIP RALLY 
Saturday, October 8, 2016 

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Thoburn UMC 

            209 E. Main St. St. Clairsville  43950 
 

“DISCIPLESHIP – HOW TO TEACH” 
 

Rev. Dr. Paul Chilcote, Key Note Message 
Professor at Ashland Theological Seminary 

 

 
PASTORS, LOCAL CHURCH MEMBERS AND LEADERS: 

DO NOT MISS OUR DISCIPLESHIP RALLY  
  
 

 
 Registration     9:30 a.m. 

Worship & Keynote    10:00 a.m. 
Workshop: Discipleship -  How to Teach   11:15 a.m. 
Closing Message by Dr. Chilcote          12:00 p.m. 
Departure                   12:30 p.m. 

 

Dr. Paul Chilcote, Academic Dean at Ashland Theological Seminary and world-
renowned Wesley scholar, has written a work entitled Wesley Speaks on Christian Vocation.  Within that work, 
Chilcote spells out (from John Wesley’s perspective) “What to Teach,” “How to Teach,” and “What to Do.”  
These three items correspond directly with our three-fold strategy here in the Ohio Valley District: Revival 
(what to teach), Discipleship (how to teach), and mission (what to do). We are thrilled to announce this second 
presentation of the three part series by Dr. Chilcote. The second topic will be: 
 

DISCIPLESHIP 
On October 8, Dr. Chilcote will be speaking on “Discipleship,” key teachings that spark life in United Methodist hearts and 

minds.  This would include rediscovering a hub of belief in a pluralistic age, understanding the nature of salvation by grace through 
faith, and maintaining the balance of personal faith and social witness.    

 
 

We are asking each church to bring a gift to help the great ministry of One Great Hour of Sharing/ UMCOR. Note that the 
Rally is provided by your Ohio Valley District Shared Ministries funds. 

 

 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

For the purpose of planning handouts and for the purpose of accountability and follow up, please complete and  put the num-
ber of persons from your church attending and return to Ohio Valley District UMC, 352 Canton Road, Wintersville, OH 43953  or 
email to ovoffice@ovdumc.com by October 1 and no later than October 4, 2016: 
  

 Church: ___________________________________________Number attending _____  
   
 Contact Person: ______________________________  Phone: ____________________ 

 

Rally and  Snack 
Provided by your 
District Shared 
Ministries 
(Apportionments) 



2017 UMW Slate of Officers 

UMW District Fall Meeting 
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Prayer Concerns 
 
Deaths: 
 
Rev. James Sun Nam Han, retired elder, 
died September 17. 
 

Our  District Fall Meeting will be held Thursday, October 20, 10:00-2:30 at the New Rumley 
United Methodist Church.  Rev. Nestor Nazario will be sharing information on Latin America 
People and Faith. He has a wealth of knowledge and the ability to present it in an exciting fash-
ion. Also planned: devotions, singing, new recipient of 2 Cents and a Prayer presented, installa-
tion of new officers, great music and a delicious lunch.  Come ready to learn something new!  
Social time of coffee, juice, and pastries will be from 9:30-10. 
 
The host church is asking that those attending bring items for the Jewett Food Pantry. Canned 
foods and cereal and other nonperishable food will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Reservations of $6 may be sent to Velma Gross,41060 Dutch Ridge Road, Jewett, OH 43986 or 
phone 740– 945-8011 by October 17.  Her email address is vmgross@frontier.com 
 
Sure hope to see you on the 20th, 
 
Dorothy Turner 
Ohio Valley District UMW Vice President 

October Birthdays 
 

2 Tom Hudson (Jewett/ New  
 Rumley) 
 
5 Cynthia Crowe (Irondale/  
 Hammondsville) 
 
7 Rev. Gene Miller   
 (Lloydsville) 
 
11 Pastor Tom Dawson  
 (Bowerston First/ Trinity) 
 
14 Rev. Jim Winkler (OVDS) 
 
16 Pastor John Carpenter (Mt.  
 Zion/ Pleasant   
 Grove ) 
 
22 Pat Bowers (Bethel) 
 
26 Josephine Helms (Old  
 Wegee/ Neffs) 

Officers: 
President: Susan Brown 
Vice President: Dorothy Turner 
Secretary:  Susan Brown, Jr. 
Treasurer:  TBA 
Mission Coordinators: 
Spiritual Growth: Darlene Lewis 
Education & Interpretation: Linda Groves 
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Carol Can-
yock 
Social Action: Gerry Marteney 
Program Resources: Kitty Ferguson 
 
Committee on Nominations 
Patricia Grimes, Chair 
Bertie Garvey 
Joyce Proffitt 
Marcia Williams 
TBA 

Newsletter Editor: Marguerite Andres 

This slate of officers will be installed at our 
Annual Fall District Meeting on October 20 at 
the New Rumley UMC and will begin serving 
January 2017.  Remember a nomination can be 
made from the floor for any office IF written 
consent has been secured from the prospective 
nominee in advance; and the president has 
been notified at least 24 hours in advance. 

The nominations committee would like to say a 
big “Thank You” to all these great ladies who 
have consented to serve on the Mission Team 
of the Ohio Valley District United Methodist 
Women.  God bless you all! 

Pat Grimes, Chairperson of the Nominations 
Committee 

2017 Health Care Premiums 
 

The clergy flat rate and all active lay premi-
ums increase by 8% for 2017. 
 
2017 Clergy Flat Rate:  $1,209 per month; 
$14,508 per year 
 
2017 Lay Employee Premiums:  
Lay - (Less than  age 65) - Single: 
$482 per month; $5,784 per year 
 
Lay— (Active—Post 65) Secondary plan with 
Medicare as primary payer—Single:  $306 per 
month;  $3,672 per year 
 
Lay Family:  $1,260 per month; $15,120 per 
year 
 
2017 Retiree Premiums - Remain the Same 

Applications are now open for the Ohio United Methodist Clergy Scholarship Awards 
2017.  The deadline for completing the application is October 10. The award is open to 
any United Methodist clergy (all categories) in East Ohio or West Ohio Conference. 
This award will cover the cost of Fountain Inn rooms for up to three nights so that cler-
gypersons can take time for renewal and retreat.   Scholarship applications are available 
by calling the District Office. 

Lakeside Chautauqua Scholarships  

Deadline for November newsletter is  
October 19. 

Senegal Mission Trip:  Don Redmond would like to organize a trip to Senegal for the 
early part of 2017.  Anyone interested in finding out more about this, can contact Don 
at 740-537-4486 or email him at slippery_slim@hotmail.com  
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Electronic Service Requested 

2   District Youth Event - Camp Aldersgate 

3  3:00 PM   Ministry Consultations & SPPR Meetings at  
   Amsterdam 

4       1:00 PM Ministry Consultations & SPPR Meetings at Empire 
5       4:00 PM Ministry Consultations & SPPR Meetings at Jewett 
6       3:00 PM        Ministry Consultations & SPPR Meetings at Leesville 
8       10 AM - 12:30  District Discipleship Rally (see page 2) 
10     7:00 PM Charge Conference at Scio UMC 
11 - 13  Cabinet 
14        Conference dCOM Training 
17      5:00 PM House of the  Carpenter Board meeting 
18      2:00 PM Ministry Consultations & SPPR Meetings at New 
   Athens 
19      3:00 PM Ministry Consultations & SPPR Meetings at Rayland 
20      4:00 PM Ministry Consultations & SPPR Meetings at Brilliant 
23     11:00 AM Preach at Leavittsville UMC 
24       7:00 PM Charge Conference at Yorkville UMC 
 

Remember all forms must be sent 1 week prior to the Ministry Consul-
tations and SPPR meetings and Charge Conferences. 

Where is the DS in October? 

Let’s Do Lunch, Friday, October 7 at 11:00 AM at Thoburn UMC. 
Cost $10, tickets must be purchased in advance by October 3. For 
tickets and more info call 740-695-0770 
 
Fall for All Clergy Retreat, November 14, 15,16 at the Car-
lisle Inn at Sugarcreek, OH.  Registration deadline is October 
14. Cost of retreat depends on your room preference and your 
meals plus the speaker fee (per person).  Brochure with regis-
tration form and details can be found by going to: https://
calendarwiz.s3.amazonaws.com/30979/
fallforallclergyretreat_16.pdf 

2016 CLERGY SPOUSE RETREAT ,  
OCTOBER 14-15, 2016   HILTON GARDEN INN  

PITTSBURGH/SOUTHPOINTE  
1000 Corporate Dr, Canonsburg, PA 15317  

Registrations received by September 23 will be  
discounted $25.  

THE MISSION 
The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
 

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to  
increase the number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

  
THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings 
through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

New Athens UMC has 45 Gold Choir Robes with collars 
free to any church that would like them.  Contact Sandy Webb 
at 740-968-4359 


