
 

Evelyn Underhill, in The Spiritual Life, writes, “ St. John of the Cross says that every 
quality or virtue which that Spirit really produces in our souls has three distinguishing 
characters—as it were a threefold National Mark—Tranquility, Gentleness, Strength. 
All our action—and now we are thinking specially of action—must be peaceful, gentle 
and strong. That suggests, doesn’t it, an immense depth, and an invulnerable steadiness 
as the soul’s abiding temper; a depth and a steadiness which come from the fact that 
our small action is now part of the total action of God, whose Spirit, as another saint 
has said, ‘Works always in tranquility.’ Fuss and feverishness, anxiety, intensity, intol-

erance, instability, pessimism and wobble, and every kind of hurry and worry—these, even on the highest lev-
els, are signs of the self-made and self-acting soul; the spiritual parvenu. The saints are never like that. They 
share the quiet and noble qualities of the great family to which they belong.” 

The Spirit produces in our souls tranquility, gentleness, and strength. Underhill is making the simple point 
that has been made many times over that people tend to become like those around us. In the Christian life the 
followers of Jesus tend to become like Jesus. When we are engaged in regular prayer, praise and devotion, we 
tend to take on the characteristics of the Spirit. Back in the day we called this dynamic “sanctification.” 

The culture around us prefers a different dynamic. We live in a time of loud voices, drama, gotcha debate, rude 
and obnoxious behavior, and the throwing of stones; all of which exposes weakness and frailty. This dynamic 
leaves all in its path vulnerable and anxious. This dynamic leaves all in its wake devastated and hopeless. I 
must confess a deep sadness in my soul when I see the church, the followers of Jesus, embracing the dynamic 
and behavior of the culture. Where is the tranquility, gentleness, and strength of our Church? 

Ephesians 3 is a profound expression of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It boasts of the boundless riches of Christ 
and reveals the great mystery of God. This mystery that could barely be understood is simply that the salva-
tion of God is for all people, Jew and Gentile. There were those convinced that the salvation of God belonged 
only to Jews. Paul himself held this view for a long time. It took the mighty acts of God in the Holy Spirit to 
reveal to Paul the great mystery! God loves all, intends to save all, yes, even those Gentiles you have rejected 
and hated all these years! 

I urge you to prayer. Stop participating in the dynamic that leads to hopelessness. Choose instead to embrace 
the Spirit of God in prayer. Let the Spirit grow in you! Watch God give you tranquility, gentleness, and 
strength. Read and pray the scripture, Ephesians 3. 

Peace,  
Bruce 
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2   Tom Hudson (Jewett/New Ruml
 ey) 

5   Cynthia Crowe (Irondale/ 
 Hammondsville) 

7   Pastor Greg Bush (East Springf
 ield Christ) 

8   Matthew Steele (Urban Mission) 

9   Brittany Wendell (Thoburn) 

11 Pastor Tom Dawson  (Bowerston 
 First/ Trinity) 

16  Pastor John Carpenter  (Mt 
 Zion/ Pleasant Grove) 

16 Pastor Mark Tomas (Harsh 
 Memorial/Kilgore) 

22   Pat Bowers (Bethel) 

26 Josephine Helms (Old Wegee/ 
 Neffs) 

 East Ohio Conference youth continue to set 
an example of the cooperative ministry 
that is needed to reach out into our mission 
fields, both at home and around the world. 
November 10-11 teens and their adult lead-
ers hope to pack 50,000 meals that will be 
sent to developing countries around the 
world  

October Birthdays 

Prayer Meeting For God’s  
Will for General  
Conference 2019 and  
East Ohio Delegates 

There will be a prayer meeting at Scott Memorial UMC. 817 E. Market Street, Cadiz, 
Ohio, 43907, at 10 a.m. on October 13th to pray for General Conference 2019 and EO 
Delegates.  We encourage fasting before the prayer meeting.   

If you are unable to  be present, please pray at 10 a.m. wherever you may be.  

Sponsored by East Ohio Evangelical Fellowship 
Betty Wilson, Chair 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Our heartfelt sympathies are 
extended to Pastor Thomas 
Dawson and his family after 
the death of his father, Scott 
Dawson, on September 5, 
2018. 

Please pray for the family of 
V. Ned Bixler, retired elder, 
who died  on September 2, 
2018.  

There are two locations this year: 

• Saturday, November 11  at West 
Elementary,  Newcomerstown 

• Sunday, November 12 at 
Wadsworth Middle School, 
Wadsworth 

Doors open both days at 1:30 PM     
Meal packing from 2:00 - 4:30 PM  

Cost $10 ($5 with a canned food for local 
food bank)   

Donation taken for Youth Service 
Fund. 

Look for updates at http://
projectfeedevent.org. 

 
Hunger doesn’t have to exist — let’s end it  
together by 2030.  

Reminder to Pastors and SPPR 
Committees:  All paperwork for 
your meetings are due one week 
before the meetings.  Forms are 
on the website at 
www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley  
under the Forms tab, Church 
Forms. Save the forms to your 
computer before you begin com-
pleting them.  If possible, send 
them to the office via email to  
cevans@eocumc.com. 

OLD WEGEE UMC has an organ avail-
able. Free - just need to pick up.  Call 
Edna Duncan at 740-676-3471 for 
more information. 
 

MT ZION has a spinet piano available. 
Free—just need to pick up. Call Avis 
Henry at 740-544-5132 for more infor-
mation. 



Saturday, November 10, 2018, 11:00 am 

Sponsored by: Harsh Memorial/Kilgore 
United Methodist Thrive Youth Group 

Location: Atwood Lake Park, 9500 Lake-
view Rd. NE, Mineral City, OH 44656.  

This run/walk is at beautiful Atwood 
Lake Park.  The course is paved 
trails.   Due to the width of the trails, 
please no strollers or dogs. The run starts and finishes near the Ac-
tivity Center, where homemade soups will be served following the 
race. The race is chip timed and there will be awards for the top 4 
finishers in each age group. Proceeds will help fund youth group 
activities. For more information and to register, visit: https://
runsignup.com/Race/OH/MineralCity/Souperbowl5KRunWalk. 

Questions? Contact June Wagner, phone: 330-324-8523, e-mail: 
wagnerenterprises@frontier.com. The flyer is available at http://
www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley/_pdf2018/SouperBowl5K.pdf. 

The East Ohio Conference of 
The United Methodist Church 
is seeking applications for the 
Administrative Assistant to 
the Directors of Congrega-
tional Vitality and Multi-
Cultural Vitality.  

The position includes commu-
nication, event planning, re-
porting, and coordination for a 
variety of ministries and com-
mittees.  

This position is full-time, 
hourly, non-exempt with 
health care and retirement 
benefits provided.  

If interested send a cover let-
ter and resume by October 5, 
2018 to both Rev. Kelly P. 
Brown 
(kbrown@eocumc.com) and 
Will Jones 
(willj@eocumc.com).  

A detailed description of the 
position is available at http://
www.eocumc.com/classified/
index.html 

3rd Annual Souper Bowl 5K Run/Walk  
& Kids 1K Fun Run  
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Employment Opportunities 
Thoburn UMC is seeking to hire 
a Part-time Christian Educa-
tion Director (20-22 hours per 
week) to work with children 
and youth programming.  

For more information, please 
contact the church office at 740
-695-0770 or email 
info@thoburnumc.org. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is 
working with disaster coordinators and Early Response 
Teams (ERT) in annual conferences to assist local 
churches in responding to Hurricane Florence, Hurricane 
Helene, Tropical Storm Isaac, and ongoing situations else-
where in the United States and around the world.  

As we lift these concerns before God, we are reminded 
to Do No Harm right now by not self-deploying nor send-
ing supplies until we are invited to do so. 

We can Do Good right now by: 

• praying 

• assembling UMCOR Hygiene Kits and UMCOR 
Cleaning Supply Kits (https://www.umcor.org/
UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Kits) 

• making a contribution to Fund EOC 1327 for U.S. 
Disaster Response (Use the check’s memo line to donate 
for a specific storm) 

October 22 
Please submit news, upcom-
ing events, etc. to 
cevans@eocumc.com. 

Events to share on the web-
site/Facebook page may be 
submitted at any time. 
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2-4       Cabinet 

5          DCOM meeting 

7      SPPR Meeting; Charge Conference 

8-9       Ministry Consultations 

10-11   SPPR Meeting 

14      SPPR Meeting; Charge Conferences 

16-18   Cabinet 

21        Wintersville UMC Ground-Breaking 

22-23   Ministry Consultations 

24-25   SPPR Meetings 

28      Preaching at Pleasant Valley UMC and Deersville UMC 

29        Ministry Consultations 

With the DS in October 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit  No. 200 

Steubenville,  Ohio  43952 

Electronic Service Requested 

THE MISSION 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to increase 
the number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings 
through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  


