
Church of Jesus Christ. Instead, I 

find over and over again, the call 

to love, to worship, to serve, to 

surrender. 

History teaches us that church 

splits leave behind centuries of 

hatred, violence, and suspicion. 

Splits teach us to justify ourselves 

and vilify our enemies. Seems odd 

to me. Does not Jesus justify and 

save us by grace? Those saved by 

grace, are called to ministry by 

grace, live by grace, and die by 

grace, and live and die with the 

hope of resurrection, by grace. I do 

not know what will happen in the 

future, but I do know that the 

mighty hand of God holds all of us 

in tender compassion, love, and 

grace. My only advice for the liv-

ing of these days is to shut down 

the sick social media, the fear and 

suspicion found there, and fill your 

mind and heart with scripture and 

prayer. Do not stop reading at Ro-

mans 1 and 2. Follow Paul’s 

thought in Romans to its conclu-

sion. You might find God at work 

in you just as Paul found God at 

work in him. 

Peace, 

Bruce 

Like many 

of you, I 

have 

watched 

what is oc-

curring in 

our church. 

Sometimes 

I see great 

hope, great 

love, and great faith. Sometimes I see 

fear, suspicion, and outright dislike of 

one another. At times, our people seem 

to think and speak like subjects of 

God’s mighty Kingdom living and wor-

shiping in the Spirit. Sometimes I think 

our people are thinking and speaking as 

if we are but a part of a culture divided 

and broken over power and greed. 

There are times when I cannot tell if 

the writers and speakers are politically 

driven democrats and republicans 

locked in a scorched earth war, or sub-

jects of the Kingdom. The only thing 

that matters is who wins. And anything 

done or said is ok if it helps you achieve 

the victory and destroy your enemy. 

I had to laugh to myself when one 

writer wrote, “We are locked in a battle 

for the soul of the Church.” Even a cas-

ual reading of the gospels, or any basic 

understanding of the church, reveals 

that the Church belongs to the Lord 

Jesus for protection and salvation. I do 

not think that the mighty battle the 

writer is waging will have any ef-

fect on the Church of Jesus Christ 

or the Kingdom of God. 

One phrase that sticks in my mind 

as I look at the social media warri-

ors clamoring for change and 

schism, is “the word of God.” This 

phrase has become a mantra and 

the very reason for leaving the 

denomination. The thought is that 

because the United Methodist 

Church is not living up to the 

“word of God,” we should leave. 

The irony is that any sustained 

reading of the word of God reveals 

the expectation of Jesus, Paul, 

and other New Testament writers 

that Christian congregations so 

love one another, defer to one an-

other, and surrender to the Spirit 

of God, that this witness would 

change the world. 

Before you surrender your heart 

and mind to suspicion and fear. 

actually read the entire word of 

God. For years, I have made it a 

practice of reading and praying 

the Sermon on the Mount or Plain. 

I have read and prayed John 13. I 

have read and prayed Paul’s let-

ters to the Romans, Corinthians, 

and Ephesians. I cannot find any-

where in these writings an excuse 

or justification for splitting the 

Fill your mind and heart with scripture and prayer 
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At its April/May meeting the 

Council of Bishops recom-

mended the One Church Plan as 

a Way Forward for The United 

Methodist Church. Having re-

ceived and considered the ex-

tensive work of the Commission 

on a Way Forward, the Council 

of Bishops will submit a report 

to the February 23-26, 2019 

Special Session of the General 

Conference that includes: 

 All three plans (The Tradi-

tional Plan, The One 

Church Plan and the Con-

nectional Conference Plan) 

for a way forward consid-

ered by the Commission 

and the Council.  

 The Council’s recommen-

dation of the One Church 

Plan.  

 An historical narrative of 

the Council’s discernment 

process regarding all three 

plans.  

Delegates to the Special Session 

are elected by their respective 

annual conferences. 

The East Ohio delegation is 

offering clergy and laity an 

opportunity to engage the pro-

posed legislation by participat-

ing in one of these five Listening 

Sessions: 

 Sat., Sept. 8, 10am - 1pm, 

Wildare UMC  

 Sat., Sept. 29, 10am - 1pm, 

Cambridge Christ UMC 

 Tues., Oct. 9, 6:30 - 9pm, 

New Philadelphia First 

UMC 

 Sat., Oct. 20, 10am - 1pm, 

Ashland First UMC 

 Tues., Nov. 6, 6:30 - 9pm, 

Aldersgate UMC 

Recommended reading re-

sources: Be Strong and of Good 

Courage and Wonder, Love, and 

Praise - Sharing a Vision of the 

Church 

onstrate detailed worship re-

sources that the denomination 

offers for free or affordable 

prices. 

To focus on your particular 

needs, you may choose one of 

three break-out session 

choices: Planning for Ad-

vent, PowerPoint and Media in 

The event is for all small 

membership churches. Rev. 

Robin Knowles-Wallace, 

seminary professor at MTSO, 

will teach Theology of Hymns 

for the 

21st Century and Creative Wor-

ship Planning.  Rev. Jackson 

Henry, the Director of Music 

Ministries at UM Discipleship 

Ministries will offer and dem-

the Church, or Recruit, Form or 

Create a Worship Team. 

Join us for a day of worship, 

learning, sharing, and equip-

ping!  Brochures are available 

at the District Office or by 

contacting Rev. Deb Ketcham 

at 614-580-2382 

or revdsk@frontier.com. Reg-

istration deadline is Sept. 9. 

EOC Delegation Offers Listening Sessions 

TARRP EVENT - FOR ALL SMALL MEMBERSHIP CHURCHES!!! 
WORSHIP: PLAN, ENHANCE, & ENRICH!  DOING A LOT WITH A LITTLE! 
Held on Sat., September 15, 2018, at Christ UMC, Baltimore, Ohio  

Page 2 Valley Vision 

 

 

2     Pastor Ed Kovacik 

 (Riverview) 

7     Pastor Kenneth Ogg 

 (Dellroy/Sherrodsville 

 Calvary) 

11   Martha Holt (Tiltonsville) 

13   Rev. Jeff Proya (Bell 

 Chapel) 

13    Susan Burris  (Asbury 

 Greater Parish) 

14    Rev. William Wendell 

 (Thoburn) 

16    Pastor Jim Lish (Bellaire 

 South) 

17    Pastor Damian Williamson 

 (Smithfield) 

19    Duane Jones  (Sugar 

 Grove) 

21    Melissa Hitchcock 

23    Pastor William Burris 

 (Asbury Greater Par

 ish) 

27    Rev. James Gaston 

 (Church of the Cross) 

September  
Birthdays 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Our heartfelt sympathies are 

extended to the family of 

Richard H. Parks, Jr., retired 

elder, who died  on July 27, 

2018.  

Blessing of the Animals 

Amity United Methodist Church will hold a “Blessing of the 

Animals” Saturday September 29th from 11am-1pm.  The 

event will be held at the shelter behind the Amity Church.  The 

address is 53431 Steinersville RD, (also known as Route 148) 

Powhatan, Ohio.  Pastor Michelle will bless the pets of all 

those who come.  All are welcome to attend.  You do not need 

to be a member of the Amity Church to take part in this event.  

If anyone has questions, please contact Pastor Michelle at 

(304) 280-0027. 

All East Ohio Conference local churches are eligible to enroll in the 

Payroll Services provided by the East Ohio Conference Office. The 

deadline to enroll for a January 2019 start date is   Monday, October 

1, 2018.  

Here is the link for more information: 

http://www.eocumc.com/finance/payroll-services.html 

https://www.tmf-fdn.org/assets/uploads/docs/Rendle_Courage_monograph.pdf
https://www.tmf-fdn.org/assets/uploads/docs/Rendle_Courage_monograph.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/committee-faith-order/documents/wonder-love-and-praise-full-en.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/committee-faith-order/documents/wonder-love-and-praise-full-en.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/committee-faith-order/documents/wonder-love-and-praise-full-en.pdf
mailto:revdsk@frontier.com
http://www.eocumc.com/finance/payroll-services.html
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Messengers of Life 

The Messengers of Life is a newly formed Christian group aimed 

at spreading The Good News of Christ’s salvation and challeng-

ing Christians to a deeper faith. During the course of 2018, the 

group will travel to eight different locations to share their 90-

minute presentation of spirit-filled music, serious skits, testimo-

nies, and a sermonette. There will be choir songs and solos. The 

Bible story skits are meant to be thought provoking and engag-

ing. The testimonies are meant to encourage. The sermonette is 

meant to empower.  

The remaining dates of “The Messengers of Life” 2018 tour are 

as follows:  

Sunday, September 23 at 6:00pm at the Christ United Method-

ist Church in East Springfield   

Sunday, October 7 at 2:00pm at Thoburn United Methodist 

Church in St. Clairsville   

This is a free event with no monetary collections of any kind.   

For more information about The Messengers of Life, contact Dustin 

Kinsey at 740-391-6052 or at dkinsey86@comcast.net.  

UMW Fall District Meeting 

Our Fall District UMW meeting will be October 18, 10-2 at the 

Harsh Memorial United Methodist Church.  Angela Kirtdoll will 

be speaking about the Appalachian Ministry Network of the 

United Methodist Church. Also planned: devotions, singing,  

new recipient of 2 Cents and a Prayer presented, great music, 

and a delicious lunch.  Social time of coffee, juice, and pastries 

will be from 9:30-10. 

The host church is asking that those attending bring small office 

supplies (stapler, staples, tape, paper clips, thank you notes etc.) 

for the office of Angela Kirtdoll.  

Reservations of $8 may be sent to: Carol Wrikeman,  240 High 

Street SW, Carrollton, OH 44615. Please send by October 11.  

Sure hope to see you on the 18th! 

Dorothy Turner, Ohio Valley District UMW Vice -President 

Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat 2018 
Servant Leadership &  
Visioning and Implementation  

November 12, 13, 14, 2018   

at The Carlisle Inn at Sugarcreek  

1357 Old Route 39 Sugarcreek, OH 44681  

carlisleinnsugarcreek.hotelsone.com  

All Clergy Are Invited  

Students through Retirees!  

Elders, Deacons, Associate Members,  

Licensed Local Pastor  

2 CEUs for attending all session  

Reservation deadline is October 12, 2018. 

Brochures are available in the District Office. 

Let's share our stories!  

The Ohio Valley District 

will be stepping up its ef-

fort to promote the news of 

its churches on the East 

Ohio Conference News 

website, and your help in 

that process is being 

sought. 

Janice Kiaski, a member of 

Richmond United Method-

ist Church and community 

editor for the Steubenville 

Herald-Star and The Weir-

ton Daily Times newspa-

pers, has volunteered to 

serve as the district  

communications represen-

tative.   

Churches that have suc-

cessful outreaches, new 

programs and ministries, or 

special celebrations are 

encouraged to submit in-

formation and photos by 

contacting Janice in a 

timely fashion. She may be 

reached via email to       

dkiaski@comcast.net or by 

phone at (740) 765-4834. 

Her mailing address is 8517 

State Highway 152, Rich-

mond, OH 43944.  

September 20 

Thoburn UMW will be holding their annual "Let's Do Lunch" on 

Friday, October 12th, 11:00am to 1:30pm, at Thoburn church in 

St. Clairsville. Cost is $10 per person. Proceeds to benefit local mis-

sions. Tickets are available in the church office and must be pur-

chased by October 8th . 

mailto:dkinsey86@comcast.net?subject=Messengers%20of%20Life
http://www.carlisleinnsugarcreek.hotelsone.com
http://eocumc.com/window/aug-sept-oct18/4Fall4AllClergyRetreat2018.pdf
mailto:dkiaski@comcast.net


352 Canton Road 

Wintersville,  OH  43953 

Phone: 740-264-1601 

Fax: 740-264-1972 

E-mail: cevans@eocumc.com 

Web: www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley 

Ohio Valley District  
United Methodist Church      

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit  No. 200 

Steubenville,  Ohio  43952 

Electronic Service Requested 

3 District Office Closed for Labor Day 

4-6 Cabinet 

10-12 Ministry Consultations 

13  SPPR Meetings 

17, 19 SPPR Meetings 

18, 20 Ministry Consultations 

24, 28  Ministry Consultations 

26-27 SPPR Meetings 

30 SPPR Meeting; Charge Conferences 

With the DS in September 

THE MISSION 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 

FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to increase the number of 

vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings through acts of 

compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Changes in the District 
Pastor Philip Bliss has concluded his ministry at 

Bellaire First, but will be remaining as pastor at 

Brooks Run. 

Pastor Ian Thornton will be the Supply Pastor for 

Bellaire First UMC for the month of September . 

Upcoming Event: 
 

East Ohio Conference Clergy Spouses Fall 

Fellowship Mini-Retreat 

Friday & Saturday, November 2 & 3 

Carlisle Inn, 1357 Old Rte 39 NE, Sugarcreek, 

OH 44681 

Questions: Contact Elsa Court at Elsa-

Court@twc.com 

Reminder to Pastors and SPPR Committees:  All pa-

perwork for your meetings are due one week before 

the meetings.  Forms are on the website at 

www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley  under the Forms tab, 

Church Forms. Save the forms to your computer be-

fore you begin completing them.  If possible, send 

them to the office via email to  cevans@eocumc.com. 

mailto:ElsaCourt@twc.com
mailto:ElsaCourt@twc.com
http://www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley
mailto:cevans@eocumc.com

