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“Love Like That” 
Dear Ohio Valley Friends, 
 
As I sort through boxes of books there is treasure waiting to be rediscovered, books that are like old 
friends. Christ of the American Road by E. Stanley Jones is one of them. It is an old book. In my copy, 
there is an inscription inside the front cover. It is a book given by my mother, Elinor Schubert Winkler, to 
her grandfather, Edward Byrd Ryan, back in 1944. 

 

I paged through and came across this underlined paragraph that describes aspects of The Declaration of Independence (p. 66). 
“When the Declaration of Independence was written these words were used: ‘All men are created equal . . . endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights.’ When that word ‘all’ was written into that sentence, little did the authors know how it would live to 
disturb and awaken the soul of this people. The word ‘all’ was inevitable, for there would not have been democracy if it had been left 
out; but once in, it has become the most explosive and revolutionary word in our national history . . . all includes the people of the 
valley . . . all includes women . . . all includes children . . . all includes those who are laborers . . . all in-
cludes those of another color (p. 77f.) . . . all includes those who are immigrants . . . all includes people 
beyond our own borders . . . 

 

“If American Democracy has been wrestling with something bigger than itself – that word ‘all’ – then 
American Christianity has also been wrestling with something bigger than itself – the Christianity of 
Christ” (p. 90). Just as we have not been able to give up the word ‘all’ in American Democracy, so we 
have not been able to give up the Christ of Christianity, nor live up to it.” 

 

We live in difficult and challenging times. In times like this, I look to leaders past and present and search the Scriptures to find guid-
ance for today. I find it entirely refreshing – and challenging – to reflect deeply on Jesus as we know him in Scripture. This centers 
me again. One of the passages of Scripture that has helped me focus is Ephesians 5:1-2 (using the Peterson translation, The Mes-
sage): 

Watch what God does, and then do it, like children who learn proper behavior from their parents. Mostly what God does is 
love you. Keep company with him and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but ex-
travagant. He didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us. Love like that. 

 

As our episcopal leader, Bishop Tracy Malone sent a letter to all clergy of East Ohio reminding us that we have a “sacred task, re-
sponsibility and opportunity to courageously and prophetically speak to the evil, hatred and violence that runs rampant in our com-
munities, nation and world, namely the repulsive acts of evil and violence that took place in Charlottesville, VA … Encourage and 
empower the laity to partner with you, and others, in being God’s agents of love, peace, reconciliation, hope and justice. Be bold! Be 
courageous! Be encouraged!” As our bishop said in her episcopal address, What bold and courageous thing can we do in the next 
year to live up to our faith and bear fruit that lasts? 

 

When we wrestle with something big – in American Christianity we wrestle with the Christianity of Christ, and in American Democ-
racy we wrestle with that explosive and essential word “all” – we know we need help. As we “keep company with God” and as we 
learn from the leaders God has given to us, we can be people of the Beloved Community who bring love, peace, reconciliation, hope 
and justice wherever we live and move and have our being. 

May it be so here in the Ohio Valley! 

Walking with you in prayer, 

Jim 

Valley 
Vision 

Rev. Jim Winkler, District Superintendent 
ovds@ovdumc.com 

740-264-1601 



District UMW Fall Meeting - October 19 

Our Fall UMW meeting will be October 19, 10-2 at the Wintersville United Methodist 
Church, 702 Main St., Wintersville, OH 43953 

Betty Spencer will be speaking about “Human Trafficking” especially here in Ohio. 
However unpleasant the topic is, we need to be informed so that we know how to pray 
and be a part of the solution. Also planned: devotions, singing,  new recipient of 2 Cents 
and a Prayer presented, great music, and a delicious lunch.  Social time of coffee, juice, 
and pastries will be from 9:30-10. 
 
The host church is asking that those attending bring non-perishable food items and 
canned goods for the Wintersville Good Neighbor Food Pantry.   Reservations of $6 
may be sent to Pat Grimes, 252 Overlook Drive, Wintersville, OH  43953-7401 or 
phone 740-264-4310 by October 17.  Her email address is grimes252@comcast.net 

Sure hope to see you on the 19th, 

Dorothy Turner 
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“Live Journey Production: An eye-Witness 
Account” will be performed on Sunday, Octo-
ber 15, 2017 at 3 PM on the wooded grounds 
of Pleasant Grove UMC, 5230 Arrow Road, 
Minerva, 44657.  Church members will dress 
in costume and portray characters from the 
Bible.  Come and experience a unique recrea-
tion of the Gospel message.  Communion will 
be served in the Outdoor Chapel.  Groups of 
any size are welcome.  Donations are also 
welcome.  For more information, contact Beth 
Zbasnek at 330-495-7265 or zbas-
nibe@mountunion.edu 

Live Journey Production 

Annual Conference 2018 
– June 11-14, 2018 Bearing 
Fruit that Lasts: Called will focus on the 
first few verses of John 15 to help us 
understand what it means to be called 
and equipped as followers of Jesus 
Christ. 

Pastors and Lay Delegates to 2018 An-
nual Conference - Please note the date 
given at this year’s conference was in-
correct.  The correct dates for the 2018  
Annual Conference is June 11 thru 14.   

Please share this correction with all 
those from your church who attend 
Annual Conference! 

Please note the change in the date below 



Lay Servant News 
Due to lack of reservations, the Lay Servant picnic and fellowship 
schedule for September 9 at Camp Aldesgate has been cancelled. 

 

2018 Training Dates will be: 

Two classes offered on April 7, 8:30 AM at Scott Memorial, Cadiz, 
OH.  Leading Worship for the Advanced Class and Basic Class for 
the Beginners Class 

 

One Advance Class will be held on September 8,  8:30 AM at Scott 
Memorial UMC, Cadiz, OH.  Go Preach is for anyone who has com-
pleted Basic Training Class and is a great refresher for all lay ser-
vants. 
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Prayer Concerns 

 Rev. Jeff Proya (Bell Chapel) 

 Rosie Thomas, wife of Pastor Tom Tho-
mas (Rayland/ Yorkville) 

 Pastor Tom Dawson (Bowerston First 
and Trinity) and his family on the death 
of his mother. 

 Pastor Ken Staley (Tri County Trinity 
Charge) and his family on the death of 
his mother. 

Deaths:  Please pray for the families of: 

Pastor Richard P. Doenges, retired local 
pastor, died June 18.  He had served the 
Mingo Harmony UMC at one time. 

Barbara Powell, surviving spouse of Rev. 
Max Powell, died July 1. 

Joan Bolyard Carl,  surviving spouse of 
Rev. John Bolyard, died July 14. 

Linda Bragg, spouse of Pastor Wilbur T. 
Bragg, died July 18. 

Rev. Joseph E. Sopher, retired associate, 
died August 1. 

September Birthdays 
2 Pastor Ed Kovacik (Bray’s Chapel/ 

  Riverview) 

4 Jessica Davis (Thoburn) 

7 Pastor Kenneth Ogg (Dellroy/  
  Sherrodsville Calvary) 

8 Sally Jones (Thoburn) 

11 Martha Holt (Tiltonsville) 

13 Rev. Jeff Proya (Bell Chapel) 

13    Susan Burris (Asbury Greater Parish) 

16 Pastor Jim Lish (South Bellaire) 

19 Duane Jones (Sugar Grove) 

23 Pastor William Burris (Asbury Greater 
  Parish) 

25 Candy Weaver (Lincoln Avenue) 

27 Rev. James Gaston (Church of the Cross) 

29    Sara Welch (Christ) 

Free Movie sponsored by East Springfield Christ UMC, East Springfield Church of the 
Cross and the Richmond UMC.    For more information you can call Greg Bush at 740-
457-2329.  It will be shown at the East Springfield Community Center (turn onto Co Rd 
39 off of St Rt 43 (by the Post Office).  The Center is the third building on the left. 

Wanted: Musicians 
We have many churches that do not have regular 
musicians on Sunday morning.  Oftentimes our 
office gets inquiries wanting a guest singer, pianist 
or other musician for special music.  If you are 

someone that has a musical talent and would love to share this with 
a church on occasion, please contact the district office.  We will 
then connect you with a church when that need arises.   
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2  Son, Nate’s, wedding 

5 6:00 PM District Board of Church Location and Building  
  Meeting at District Office 

6 10 AM—4 PM Ministry Consultations at office 

7 5 PM—9 PM  SPPR Meetings at Lansing UMC 

11-13   Cabinet Retreat 

15 - 17   Teaching COS at Spring Hgts, WV 

18 10 AM—4 PM Ministry Consultations at office 

19 6 PM - 9 PM  SPPR Meetings at Hopedale UMC 

20 11 AM - 8 PM  Ministry Consultations at office 

21 5 PM - 9:00 PM SPPR Meetings at Toronto First UMC 

22 11 AM - 3 PM  Ministry Consultations at office 

25 3 PM - 7 PM  SPPR Meetings at Pleasant Grove (Belmont) 

26 10 AM - 4 PM  Ministry Consultations at Martins Ferry UM 

26     6 PM - 9 PM  SPPR Meetings at Martins Ferry UMC 

27 - 29  Black Clergy Retreat 

 

Where is the DS in September? 

Youth and Youth Leaders  - Mark your Calen-
dars 

Project Feed will be held on November 11 at 
Newcomerstown and November 12 at 
Wadsworth.    More details to come, but plan 
now to attend 

THE MISSION 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

 

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 

FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to  

increase the number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 
 

THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings 

through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

Fall For All Clergy Retreat 2017, November 13,14,15 at the Car-
lisle Inn at Sugarcreek, OH.  All clergy invited.  2 CEU’s for 
attending all sessions.   Brochures available thru the district office. 

Reminder to Pastors and SPPR Committees:  All paperwork for your 
meetings are due one week before the meetings.  Forms are on the website 
at www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley  under the Forms tab, Church Forms. 

Save the forms to your computer before you begin completing them.  If 
possible, send them to the office via email to ovoffice@ovdumc.com 

 


