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Dear Ohio Valley Friends, 
 

Bishop Tracy Malone has asked that we pray for A Way Forward. Its purpose is to help United Methodists 
engage in holy conversation about our shared mission and witness to the world in relation to our differ-
ences regarding issues of human sexuality. Let’s be honest: the biblical, theological and ecclesiological 
divisions are deep. Can our clear, shared purpose keep us connected and united in our mission to be, make 
and mature disciples for the transformation of the world, given these divisions? 
 
One powerful image came to mind in the midst of early morning prayer: Paul’s description of the Church 

as the Body of Christ. Just as we all have bodies with many parts, and just as each part has a different function, “so in Christ we who 
are many form one body” (Romans 12:5). The diverse parts of the body are fearfully and wonderfully designed “so that there should 
be no division in the body” (1 Cor. 12:25). What holds the body together and coordinates all its functions? The head! And God has 
appointed Jesus “to be the head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every 
way” (Ephesians 1:22-23). 
 
When I served the Wadsworth UMC, one of our favorite contemporary songs played by the Praise Team  was “If We Are the Body” 
by Casting Crowns. The words are powerful and deeply challenging: 
 
 It’s crowded in worship today 
 As she slips in trying to fade into the faces 
 The girls teasing laughter is carrying farther than they know 
 Farther than they know. 
 
 But if we are the body 
 Why aren’t His arms reaching? 
 Why aren’t His hands healing?  
 Why aren’t His words teaching? 
 And if we are the body 
 Why aren’t His feet going?  
 Why is His love not showing them there is a way? 
 There is a way, there is a way. 
 
 A traveler is far away from home 
 He sheds his coat and quietly sinks into the back row 
 The weight of their judgmental glances 
 Tells him that his chances are better out on the road.          

“If We Are The Body” – Mark Hall CCLI Song # 4196589 - © 2003 My Refuge Music (Admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com - CCLI License # 3245220 

 
After the refrain, the song goes on to say that Jesus paid much too high a price for us to pick and choose who should come. The chal-
lenge we are facing as a church is not whether we can all come to agreement on everything. The challenge is whether we can unite 
around our common purpose to make and mature disciples of Jesus given our differences and discomforts – for the sake of that 
young woman slipping into crowded worship, for the sake of that traveler far from home sinking into the back row, for the sake of 
your daughter and son, your granddaughter and grandson, for the sake of the generations we are missing. 
 
If we are the Body, why is His love not showing  there is a way? Well, there IS a way, there IS a way. God, show us the way, I pray. 
 
 Best of All Is God Is With Us! Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Jim 
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Rev. Jim Winkler, District Superintendent 
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Part Time Secretary Needed 

Conversations on the 
Way Forward 
The Commission on a Way Forward was pro-
posed by the Council of Bishops and approved by 
the 2016 General Conference to do a complete 
examination, and possible revision, of every para-
graph of  The Book of Discipline concerning hu-
man sexuality, and explore options that help to 
maintain and strengthen the unity of the church. 

On September 16, clergy and laity from across 
EOC participated in a pilot conversation that pro-
vided opportunities for intentional, meaningful 
dialogue to discern together how we might 
strengthen and maintain the unity of the United  
Methodist Church, and find a way forward  
through the present impasse related to human 
sexuality. 

All clergy and laity in the East Ohio Conference 
are invited to participate in one of the following 
future Conversations on a Way Forward: 

Tues. Nov. 14, 6 - 9 PM, Western Reserve UMC 

Sat. Feb. 3, 10 AM - 1 PM Thoburn UMC 

Sun. Feb. 4, 2 - 5 PM, Willard First UMC 

Mon. Feb 5, 6 - 9 PM, Lakewood UMC 

Sat. Mar 3, 9 AM - Noon, Church of the Lakes 
UMC 

It is important that you register in advance for the 
conversation you wish to attend, as each location 
has a seating capacity for small group sessions.  
To register go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
conversations-on-a-way-forward-registration-
38001533610 

East Ohio Conference Media Center 
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If you are looking for informative, entertaining curriculum for small 
group studies, Sunday school, and even worship services, be sure to check out 
the East Ohio Conference Media Center. The Media Center offers an extensive 
collection of videos for worship, Sunday school, and small group curriculum 
produced by top authors such as Adam Hamilton, Philip Yancey, and Max 
Lucado among many others.  

 
The Media Center staff is available to consult with you to find the 

right media resources for your program and/or group.  Some of the items avail-
able to East Ohio members include VBS kits, DVDs, LCD projectors, screens.  
All videos in the Media Center are licensed for church use.   

 
Any church in Ohio may join the Media Center for a once-a-year, afford-
able membership fee and resources may be reserved up to a year in advance.  
They may be picked up and returned either in person at the Area Center, or 
sent to you via mail.  For more information on the Media Center,  please con-
tact Susan Arnold at sarnold@eocumc.com, by calling 800-831-3972 ext. 139 
or visiting our website: http://www.eocumc.com/media-center/index.html 

Looking for new materials for study this year in your small group?  The Me-
dia Center recently acquired the following resources:  

 
·       Fail; What to do When Things Go Wrong  examines the life of “the weeping 
prophet” and how he persevered and trusted God during extremely trying times.  
 
·       Make a Difference; Following Your Passion and Finding Your Place to Serve 
highlights opportunities and outcomes of making a difference in this world. 

·     Embracing Exile; Living Faithfully as God's Unique People in the World discovers 
what faithfulness looks like even when the surrounding culture does not affirm Christ as 
Lord. 

·       Five Means of Grace; Experience God's Love the Wesleyan Way will consider 
how each of the five means of grace help us as communities of faith to pray more 
deeply and live more missionally as followers of Jesus Christ. 

To reserve these or other resources, call the Media Center at (800) 831-3972 x 139 or 
send an e-mail to sarnold@eocumc.com. Browse the resource catalog at 
www.rqmweb.com/eocumc 

Valley Vision 

Tri-County Trinity Charge (Belmont County) 
is looking for a part-time secretary. The of-
fice is located about 8 miles west of Bridge-
port, Ohio.  Two-days, approximately 10 
hours per week. Knowledge of the polity of 
The United Methodist Church is preferred 
but not required.  Please send a letter includ-
ing experience in the secretarial field to Rev. 
Drew McPeek, Tri-County Trinity Charge, 
PO Box 273, Colerain OH 43916.  

DisAbility Awareness Workshop 
Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Chair of the Conference DisAbility Team and Samantha Hassel-
busch will be presenting a time of education and fellowship on how to become an inclu-
sive congregation for our friends with disabilities.  The event will be held on November 
18 from 9 AM to Noon at the Thoburn UMC, 209 E Main St., St Clairsville, OH 43950.  
RSVP by November 13 to info@thoburnumc.org. 

Judah Praise - Praise and Worship with NailPrint (www.nailprint.net) 

November 18 at 6:30 PM  - Free Will Offering for NailPrint 
 

Mt. Zion UMC, 2004 Bellflower Road, Minerva, OH 44615 
Praise and Worship by NailPrint; Anointed Preach following 
More info call 330-895-2016 or 330-895-2011 

New Appointment 
Bishop Tracy Malone has assigned Michelle Lu-
carelli as supply pastor to the Powhatan Point and 
Amity churches effective 11/1/17.  She will be a 
part time local pastor once her license has been 
renewed.   



Page 3 

Prayer Concerns 
 Rosie Thomas, wife of 

Pastor Tom Thomas, 
(Rayland/ Yorkville) 

 Pastor Frank Rogers (New 
Somerset)  broken wrist 

 Pam Dawson, wife of Pas-
tor Tom Dawson 
(Bowerston 1st & Trinity) 
broken wrist 

 Rev. Tom & Sally Jones 
(Thoburn) as Sally’s par-
ents, Paul & Sally Lesure,  
are in failing health. 

 Connie Carpenter, wife of 
John Carpenter (Mt Zion/ 
Pleasant Grove)  
 

Deaths - Please pray for the 
families of: 
 

Sophie Albrecht, surviving 
spouse of Joesph Albrecht, died 
September14. 
 

Rev. Don L. Sprague, retired 
associate member, died Septem-
ber 30. 
 

Pastor Augusta A. Lange, 
retired local pastor, died October 
1.  She had served the Brent-
wood UMC. 
= 
Carolyn Clemence, surviving 
spouse, died October 6. 
 

Rev. G. Marlene Peterson, 
retired elder, died October 17. 
 

Rev. Ronald L. Bryant, retired 
elder, died October 19. He had 
served the Brentwood and 
Buena Vista churches. 
 

Wesley J. Johnson, spouse of 
Rev. Diane Johnson, died Octo-
ber 23.  

N. Eileen Norris, surviving 
spouse of Rev. Francis Norris, 
died October 24. 

PROJECT FEED: CHANGING THE WORLD, ONE MEAL AT A TIME 

Saturday, November 11  at West Elementary,  Newcomerstown 

Sunday, November 12 at Wadsworth Middle School, Wadsworth 

Doors Open both days at 1:30 PM; Meal packing for developing nations from 
2:00 - 4:30 PM;   

Cost $10 ($5 with a canned food for local food bank).   

Donation taken for Youth Service Fund.   Our goal is to pack a total of 50,000 meals!    

Look for updates at http://projectfeedevent.org 

Happy November Birthdays 

2    Susan Rinkes (Toronto 1st) 

3    Rev. Tom Jones (Thoburn) 

4    Anita Carson (Brilliant/ Bridgeport 
 First ) 

6     Carolyn Hill (Herrington Bethel) 

8     Patty Staley (Tri-County Trinity) 

13   Jodi Westling (Brentwood) 

14   Rosie Thomas (Rayland/Yorkville) 

15   Abbey Ernst (Finley) 

21   Pastor Dan Crowe (Irondale/ 
 Hammondsville) 

30   Kathleen Snodgrass (Jewett/ New 
 Rumley) 

The House of the Carpenter in Wheeling, West Virginia, is 
hosting an open house from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
November 5, 2017.  The public is welcome to tour the 
existing building at 200 South Front Street on Wheeling 
Island and preview plans for the construction of a new 
8,500 square foot youth center.   

The new youth center will be connected to the existing 
building and will house a half court gymnasium, gathering 
area, and meeting rooms.  Construction will begin in early 
2018.  Fundraising efforts are underway.  Nearly 1.2 mil-
lion dollars has already been pledged to the two million 
dollar BUILDING HOPE FOR TOMORROW campaign. 

For more information on the House of the Carpenter’s new 
youth center or to make a donation, please call Mike Lin-
ger at 304-233-4640; email him at                                   
mlinger@houseofthecarpenter.com  ; or visit the website at 
www.houseofthecarpenter.com.  Look for Youth Center 
under the menu bar to watch the video, look at the architect 
renderings of the new building, and to make a donation. 

House of the Carpenter Open House 

The Harsh Memorial/ Kilgore UM Thrive Youth Group is sponsoring this Run/Walk as a fundraiser for 
their activities.  It will be held on Saturday, November 11 at 11 AM at the Atwood Lake Park, 9500 Lake-
view Rd NE, Mineral City 44656.  Registration begins at 9:30 AM.  Chip Timed and race will start and 
finish near the Activity Center.   

Entry Fee: $20.00 pre-registration postmarked on or before Nov. 1 with T-shirt for Veterans  
$25.00 pre-registration postmarked on or before Nov. 1 with T-shirt  
$30.00 registration with postmark after Nov. 1 and on race day with no T-shirt guarantee  
and Veterans $20.00 with no T-shirt guarantee  
No refunds will be issued for any reason  
Age Group: Men and Women 11-14, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-
64, and 65 and over   
Awards: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th in all age categories. Commemorative soup bowl for 1st three men and  1st 
three women to cross the finish line  
Kid’s Fun Run: $10.00 pre-registration postmarked on or before Nov.1 with T-shirt  
$10.00 registration postmarked after Nov.1 and on race day with no T-shirt guarantee  
No refunds will be issued for any reason    
Age Group: Boys and Girls 5-6, 7- 8, 9-10    
Awards: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th in age categories  
Refreshments: Homemade soups served in Activity Center after the race  

2017 2nd Annual Souper Bowl 5K Run/ Walk & Kids 1 K Fun Run 

The next newsletter will be a December/ 
January edition.  Please have all items 
submitted by November 22. 



Christmas at Urban Mission 
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Electronic Service Requested 

1 6:30 PM     Lecture by Darius Salter at Cadiz Scott Memorial UMC  

2 4 PM - 9 PM   Ministry Consultation and SPPR meetings at Mt.  
   Pleasant UMC 

4 10 AM   Charge Conference for Carroll Co churches at Carrollton 1st 

        2  PM     Charge Conference for Harrison Co churches at Scio UMC 

5 1:30 PM  Charge Conference for Jefferson Co single point charges at 
  Toronto First UMC 

        4:00 PM  Charge Conference for Jefferson Co multi-point charges at 
  Toronto Riverview 

6 7:00 PM   Charge Conference for Belmont Co churches at Lincoln 
  Avenue UMC 

9 8:00 PM    Special charge meeting at Finley UMC 

16 & 17           Cabinet 

17-19            Teaching Course of Study 

20-26           Office closed for the Thanksgiving holiday 

Where is the DS in November? 

This year, we are excited to offer five different giving opportunities 
to bless someone this Christmas season.  Once you have found your 
special project, please contact Ms. Cynthia Smith who will be happy 
to answer any questions you might have.  Ms. Cynthia can be 
reached at 740.282.8010 or csmith@urbanmission.org. 

Here are this year’s exciting giving opportunities: 

 Adopt a child or an entire family & help provide toys for our 
Christmas Shop 

 Collect new gloves, hats, & scarves for children and adults 

 Shop for toiletries, food, candy, & gift cards for teen boys & 
girls 

 Donate your gently used toys, games and puzzles for our 
Santa’s Recycle Shop 

 Volunteer as an elf at our Christmas shop, helping to set up 
toys, wrap presents, & welcome our families. 

Dates to remember: 

Food distribution - December 4,5,6,7,8 
Christmas Kids - December 11,12,13,14,15 
Santa’s Recycle Shop - December 18 (for registered families) and 
December 19 (open to all) 

Times for everything will be 8 AM to 2:30 PM.  Christmas will be at 
the former War Memorial Building, 423 North St., Next to North 
Street Fire Station. 

THE MISSION 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to increase the number 
of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings through acts 
of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit.  

District Office Closed November 20 
thru November 24. 


