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East Ohio Conference Retirees Association 

Fall 2018 

 

From the President of the Retirees 
  

I want to take this opportunity to thank those 

who did a wonderful job of getting the Retiree 

Association Banquet set up at Annual 

Conference.  Paul White and the staff of the 

conference office in sending out the information, 

Fred and Jane Bell for getting the reservations, 

Rosa Clement Milliner for being the MC at the 

event, and Lakeside for reserving Wesley Lodge 

and other arrangements.  I could not attend 

because I had just had open heart surgery for the 

replacement of a valve and two arteries 

replaced.  Coming out of the operation, I had a 

bad reaction to the anesthesia.  I was in the 

hospital for three weeks before I was moved to 

rehabilitation where I spent a month learning to 

walk all over again. 
  

I want to thank all who knew about my health 

problem and prayed and sent cards to me and my 

family, for my recovery.  God did a great thing 

and I am back serving a small church showing 

how great and good God is. 
  

John Wolfe, President 

 

 
A smile is something nice to see 

It doesn't cost a cent. 
A smile is something all your own 

It never can be spent. 
A Smile is welcome anywhere 

It does away with frowns. 
A smile is good for everyone 

To ease life's ups and downs. 
 

Card passed along by Virgil K. Hawn of Shelbyville, IN. 

Retirees Annual Banquet 
 

155 retirees, spouses, and surviving spouses 

gathered at Wesley Lodge in Lakeside on June 

10 for a delicious meal and wonderful 

fellowship.  Vice President of the Retiree 

Association, Rev. Dr. Rosa Clements Milliner, 

served as the Master of Ceremonies.  She 

welcomed Bishop Tracy S. Malone and Rev. Dr. 

Gary George who brought greetings.  Rev. 

Peggy Streiff introduced the Class of 2018 

retirees and their spouses.  Rev. Valerie Stultz 

recognized all those celebrating special 

ordination anniversaries.  Rev. Dr. William 

McCartney read the Roll Call of Clergy who had 

died during the year and Mrs. Martha Stuller 

read the Roll Call of spouses who had died.  Rev. 

Gary Streiff led the group in singing following 

the Roll Call, for the opening Grace before the 

meal, and in a closing benediction.   

 

 

 

 

The East Ohio Conference Retirees Association 

is in need of reorganizing our Association 

Officers and Executive Committee.  There will 

be a meeting on Tuesday, October 2, at 1:30 p.m. 

to begin this reorganization.  The meeting will be 

held at the East Ohio Area Center, 8800 

Cleveland Ave. NW, North Canton.  Any retiree 

willing to help with this reorganization is invited 

to attend.  If you cannot attend this meeting but 

wish to assist in the future please notify John 

Wolfe at wjohn3614@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:wjohn3614@gmail.com
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Canal/Akron Cluster 

By Martha Baillis 
 

 

The Canal District Cluster 

met in May and then took a 

break for the summer, getting 

together again in August.  The 

schedule for the rest of 2018 

will be meetings on the 4th 

Fridays of September and 

October.  We will combine 

our November and December  

into one holiday meeting on 

Friday, December 14.  Begin-

ning in 2019 January - May 

we will meet the 4th Friday of 

each month.  Meetings are 

held at the Waterloo Restau-

rant, 9:00 a.m., in the back 

room and we order off the 

menu so you can have 

whatever you would like.  

Hope to see all of you in the 

Akron area. 
 

Paul & Linda Beal enter-

tained family over Memorial 

Day week.  Linda's three 

sons, Jeff and granddaughter, 

Ryan, came from Milwaukee, 

Eric and wife Courtney came 

from Port Clinton and David 

and girlfriend Ansley, who 

they had not seen in four 

years, came from Oregon.  

Paul's daughters Laury and 

husband Jeff and Stephanee 

and husband Patrick rounded 

out the group.  This summer 

Paul and Linda enjoyed going 

to concerts in the Akron area.  

Paul is in his 9th year as 

Minister of Congregational 

Care at Hudson UMC.  They 

are grateful for family and 

friends and good health. 
 

Ben Black told us he attended 

the 50th anniversary of his 

high school class of 1968 in 

Sandusky on August 11th.  

This then led to a laughter 

filled discussion of school 

reunions.  You never know 

what a remark about some-

thing you did will lead to in 

this group but it is fun to "go 

there". 
 

Stan & Carol Wallace had a 

great summer.  Son, Scott 

brought his wife and 10 year 

old twins from Seattle for a 

week with Papa and Grandma 

in July.  Two days at Cedar 

Point enabled the twins to ride 

every rollercoaster, Papa rode 

the Ferris wheel and Grandma 

watched.  A first-time visit to 

Stan's sister's home in Wis-

consin included an afternoon 

on their pontoon boat on a 

beautiful lake.  At the end of 

summer it was off to college 

for granddaughter Chloe in 

New York City at Parson's 

School of Design.  Is anyone 

interested in an Indian arrow-

head collection?  Call Stan 

(330) 699-8911. 
 

Walt Chisholm, long time 

member of our group, is now 

living at Renaissance in Bath 

and is unable to make our 

meetings but contacted us 

through Len Budd, one of 

our co-leaders.  He said he 

enjoys hearing from us (we 

drop a card or two to 

members who can't be with us 

all the time to keep in touch).  

He says he is well and 

keeping busy at the 

Renaissance by leading a 

Sunday morning worship at 

10:00 a.m.  They average 

about 18.  On Thursday 

evenings he leads a song 

service.  He sits with a group 

of 7 men ranging in age from 

80 to 100 for meals and says 

the food is good.  His left  

We tell each other our hobbies, new ventures, and various ways of serving Christ within and beyond 

“appointment” ministries.  We may be retired, but we are still alive in Christ and active in the 

church and in the world.  We also ask for prayer in the challenges of elder years. 
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knee keeps him in a wheel 

chair and walker so his 

mobility is challenged.  He 

invites his friends to visit. 
 

Martha Baillis spent last 

winter making trips to her 

daughter's in Illinois and back 

to Rittman.  Two were for 

multiple weeks but the last 

was for a long weekend to see 

twin granddaughters, Hannah 

and Rebekah Wall in the Mt. 

Carmel High School's musical 

production of Cinderella.  

The girls were both in the 

music and dance ensemble.  

Martha says it was well worth 

the long trip to see the girls in 

the play.  Then over Mem-

orial Day weekend the Illinois 

crowd came to Rittman to see 

Martha's grandson, Zachary, 

son of Andrew graduate from 

Rittman High School.  And-

rew is a member of the 

School Board and was priv-

ileged to give Zack his 

diploma.  We are all so proud 

of Zack who will be finishing 

his associate degree at AU's 

Wayne College this year and 

then going to another uni-

versity to finish his BS in 

computer science.  The rest of 

the summer was spent at 

home for Martha who expects 

to go to Ellen's in October to 

see all 3 of Ellen's children 

march in the Mt. Carmel 

Marching Aces on the foot-

ball field for a home game 

and on two other fields for 

band contests over a 

weeklong stay. 

 

 

 

Mahoning Valley 

Cluster 

By Ken Kubichek 
 

 

The Mahoning Valley retirees 

met on May 23 with seven in 

attendance.   Betsy Stewart, 

Conference Benefits Officer, 

had a lively time of sharing 

with us.  As our denomination 

proceeds to a special General 

Conference in 2019, our 

pension is not something to 

worry about.   However, our 

health care is volatile and up 

to each Annual Conference to 

vote upon each year. 
    

Charles & Joanie Ready had 

a new great granddaughter 

born on May 23 in Akron by 

the name of Xaviera Carol 

Ann Cuff.  Xaviera was born 

to their granddaughter, 

Malory, and is the fifth great-

grandchild for Chuck & 

Joanie. 
 

George & Trudy Lee cele-

brated 50 years of marriage 

with a cruise in February; the 

actual date of their 50
th

 

anniversary was June 9
th

.     

George completed eight 

months of being the pastor at 

New Hope U.M.C. on July 

1.   
 

On August 22 the Mahoning 

Valley retirees met for a nice 

picnic at the home of Karl & 

Donna Bucey.  The Bucey’s 

had recently returned from a 

trip to Europe; they spent time 

in Amsterdam, cruised the 

fjords of Norway, and stopped 

in Iceland on the way 

back.  Attending our picnic 

were Chuck & Joanie Ready, 

Ken & Jean Kubichek, and 

Tom & Jean McFarren.  

George Lee was unable to 

come because he was just 

recently released from the 

hospital. 

 

 

Mid-Ohio Cluster 

By Joe Platt 
 

 

The editor of TOAT 

apologizes to the Mid-Ohio 

Cluster for not having news 

for this fall issue.  Joe Platt 

made contact with me to send 

information before he and 

Mary left on a month long 

trip to visit family and friends 

in the western states.  Not 

sure what happened but the 

editor did not receive Joe’s 

information.  We will catch-

up on the Mid-Ohio Cluster in 

the next issue. 
 

 

 
"I still love my enemy, but he's 

pushing his luck." 
from JoyfulNoiseletter.com  
©Martha Campbell  
Reprinted with permission 
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North Coast Cluster 

By Linda McCowen 
 

 

The North Coast District 

retired clergy send greetings 

to our retired clergy col-

leagues.  
   

Charlie Yoost is succeeding 

Ned DeWire as Director of 

Religious Life at Lakeside 

Chautauqua.  The job is full-

time from Memorial Day to 

Labor Day and part-time for 

the rest of the year.   
  

James Keller is a resident at 

Willowood Care Center, 1186 

Hadcock Road (off of Center 

Road/Rte. 303), Room 503-1, 

Brunswick, OH 44212.  His 

wife, Mary, reports that 

although he has short term 

memory problems, he does 

remember old friends and 

enjoys visitors and cards. He 

has been in care since 

September 2017, after a shunt 

replacement. 
 

We give thanks to Linda 

McCowen for volunteering to 

be the new correspondent for 

the North Coast Cluster. 

 

 

Tuscarawas Cluster 

By Mel Lindberg 
 

 

The Tuscarawas Cluster has 

not met this year but some of 

us still remain in contact.  The 

good news is we are still 

roaming around, going to 

church, Bible Studies, filling 

preaching when asked or 

serving interims.  Some still 

attend Annual Conference and 

the Retiree Association 

Banquet, we support active 

pastors, give generously, love 

lavishly, believe in our Lord 

and Savior and are planning 

to meet again when we are all 

with the Lord.  And that is the 

Good News! 
 

Barb (Houston) and John 

Wienke report this past July 

Barb’s family, children and 

grandchildren gathered in one 

home in Virginia Beach for a 

week.  It was a great bonding 

time for all of us.  In August, 

John's three sons and their 

families from California and 

Texas gathered here in 

Massillon to celebrate John's 

90th birthday. We celebrated 

all week ... and Barb did all 

the cooking for the group of 

eleven ... FOR A WEEK!!.  It 

took John and her two weeks 

to recuperate!   Barb also 

officiated at her youngest 

son's wedding in New Albany 

in July.  It was a great 

summer for all of us.  We are 

looking forward to the colors 

of fall ... Barb’s favorite 

season of the year.  Barb 

keeps pretty busy cleaning out 

sixty years of clutter and 

participating in five book 

clubs.  John is now a shut-in, 

so our activities have slowed 

down. 
 

Elizabeth (“Liz”) Krall is 

appointed to Perry UMC in 

Western Reserve District.  

She is living in her and 

Ralph’s retirement home in 

that area while Ralph, who is 

not retired, is serving Navarre 

Otterbein UMC in the 

Tuscarawas District. 
 

Dessie Essex is still at 

Sanctuary Grand in North 

Canton, luxuriating while 

waiting for her apartment to 

be finished on her daughter’s 

home 

 

Earl & Judy Bailey flew to 

Massachusetts in August to be 

with family and old friends 

and had a grant time except 

when Earl was hospitalized 

with high fever and infection 

– possibly meningitis.  He 

was treated, recovering and 

released to home on 

September 1.  They praise the 

Lord for his wonderful 

mercies.  Their apartment is 

nearly finished in Uniontown 

where they will be moving in 

the near future. 
 

Mel & Louise Lindberg had 

a “simple” celebration on 

their 58
th

 wedding 

anniversary on August 20 

with a nice dinner for two at 

Ruby Tuesday’s.  They would 

love to travel more, but it is 

getting difficult to get around 

with Mel’s health issues. 
 

Richard Ferrell has been a 

frequent guest preacher in a 

number of churches, which he 

thoroughly enjoys.  He is still 

“fit as a fiddle” and all the 

other stuff he unleashes.  He 

and his wife, Evelyn, are 
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currently attending Church of 

the Lakes UM. 
 

Orion Aubihl is back “on 

line” after some computer 

problems were resolved.  He 

is still happy to be getting 

around and moving, eating 

out, visiting shut-ins, 

preaching, and leading Bible 

study in a nursing home.  He 

and his wife, Pene, are in 

reasonably good health and 

love wandering. 

Please Note:  If you are a part 

of the Tuscarawas District 

and are interested in meeting 

and eating together sometime 

this fall before Christmas 

please contact Mel Lindberg 

at 330-494-1318. 

  

 

Copeland Oaks Cluster 
By Sandy & John McLachlan 

 

 

Betty Ann Boulton was in 

Crandall Medical Center with 

the flu for 3 weeks in Feb-

ruary.  While there her young-

est daughter, Melanie, died of 

complete heart failure.  

Melanie lived with her hus-

band, Bob, of 33 years in 

Denver, CO.  There was a 

Celebration of Life service for 

her in Canton in July when 

Bob could attend.  Those left 

behind are her husband, 

mother, sister Lisa, brothers 

Mitch and Jim, nieces 

Breanna and Shaila Boulton, 

nephew Tory Boulton, and 

grandniece Ava Boulton. 
 

Rodney & Mary Lu 

Warstler:  Where did the 

summer go?  I know, tech-

nically it’s not over, but Sept-

ember begins the busyness of 

meetings, classes, choirs, etc.  

Although, a little hot, humid, 

and cloudy it has been a good 

summer.  In mid-July, I (Mary 

Lu) spent a weekend with a 

sister in West Virginia.  A son 

from North Carolina joined us 

for Saturday night dinner out.  

Our Akron family had a late 

Independence Day celebration 

the end of July with 16 people 

in our Villa designed for two.  

It was a beautiful day so 

much was done outside.  The 

next week we had a surprise 

visit from a daughter and son-

in-law from Mississippi.  Son 

in Columbus drops in oc-

casionally.  It is a rare sum-

mer when we see all our 

children.  God is still passing 

out blessings.  Rodney and I 

will celebrate our 61
st
 Anni-

versary in September. 
 

Dorian & Jeannette Gary 
joined us this summer.  They 

are currently living in an 

apartment in Beeghly while 

they wait for their villa at 

1510 Williams Circle to be 

ready for them to move in. 
 

George & Jinny Schreck-

engost traveled to Minneap-

olis to attend a niece's wed-

ding.  While there, a surprise 

family dinner helped us cele-

brate 70 years of marriage.  It 

seems we have had a few 

internal moves at Copeland 

Oaks and are now residing at 

8-112.  The Assisted Living 

unit is now our abode. 

 

 

Three Rivers Cluster 

By Martha Stuller 
 

 

The Three Rivers District 

Retirees met during the 

summer for a pot luck picnic 

at The Barn, south of Mount 

Vernon near Bangs.  Gerald 

& Phyllis Bell, living near 

Westerville, were able to join 

us this time, as well as Bill 

McCartney from Delaware 

who comes when he can. 
  

Paul Gerycz has been 

appointed Minister of Visi-

tation at Fohl UMC, visiting 

around 25 people, on Tues-

day, Wednesday, and Thurs-

day each week.  Earlier in the 

summer Dolores’s sister’s 

husband died and Paul 

officiated at the service in PA.  

Later in the summer they 

traveled to Evensburg, PA for  

Dolores’s weekend class 

reunion (63rd) where she and 

Paul both went to school.  

They also attended the church 

where they were married. 
 

Joy & Gary Campbell have 

made two “pilgrimages” to 

United Methodist places in 

recent months.  In March, 

they drove to St. Simon’s 

Island, GA for a conference 

on prayer at Epworth-by-the-

Sea.  In June, it was a trip to 

Lake Junaluska, NC to 

participate in the national 

conference of Aldersgate Re-
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newal Ministries.  Between 

these two trips, they drove to 

St. Louis, MO so Joy could be 

part of a surprise birthday 

party for her long-time friend, 

Arlene Bailey.  Rev. Larry 

Bailey “Larry B,” was the 

Baptist pastor when Rev. 

Larry Draper, “Larry D” was 

the Methodist pastor in 

Fredericktown.  In August, 

Gary was the instructor of the 

class “Our Theological Heri-

tage: Introduction” in the 

Course of Study School at the 

Methodist Theological School 

in Ohio at Delaware. 
 

John V. Spahr Sr., retired 

elder of West PA Conference 

and living in the Three Rivers 

District passed away early in 

August.  He and his wife, 

Janet, have been active in the 

Gay St. UMC in Mt. Vernon. 

 

Bob Alexander, from West 

OH Conference, and wife, 

Gail, retired once again, this 

time from the Danville UMC.  

Their first retirement assign-

ment was at South Vernon 

UMC in Three Rivers 

District.  They live by Knox 

Lake near Fredericktown.  

Bob is now recovering from a 

knee replacement in August. 
 

Martha Stuller, retired 

clergy spouse, recently took 

her first Road Scholar trip on 

a small ship on the Great 

Lakes, starting in Toronto and 

ending in Chicago.  Some 

time was also spent in 

Niagara Falls, Cleveland, 

Detroit, Manitou-lin Island, 

Mackinac Island, Sault Ste. 

Marie and the Soo Locks.  

She recently attended her 60th 

Mount Vernon High School 

class reunion. 
 

Jim & Bonnie Magaw en-

joyed having all their family 

with them for Bonnie’s 85th 

birthday in May.  Their son, 

Jim, visited from Pitts-burgh 

recently when he came to 

Ohio to start his Doctor of 

Ministry program at the 

Methodist Theological School 

in Ohio.  Daughter Krista and 

granddaughter Anna visited 

last of August to celebrate 

both of their birthdays that are 

only two weeks apart.  The 

Magaws say their life has 

slowed and simplified.  They 

are grateful to still be able to 

attend church regularly.  They 

visited a former parish, Mans-

field First during the summer, 

and look forward to a Sept-

ember visit to Trinity UMC in 

Shelby.  They report their 

tastes in movies are eclectic, 

having recently seen Crazy 

Fish Asians and Christopher 

Robin. 
 

Tom & Donna Orr wor-

shipped in August at the first 

church that Tom pastored, the 

Richmond UMC near An-

dover in Western Reserve 

(then Painesville) District.  

Tom was still working full 

time and took this small 

country church with 4 people 

where he and Donna were for 

5 years, and where attendance 

grew to 40, half were 

children.  Their daughter, 

Tammy, and her husband 

Todd, a pilot, have moved 

from Granville, Ohio to 

California and they are now 

renting a 300 square foot 

house boat that is anchored to 

the dock in San Francisco Bay 

where they love living in that 

little community there.  It’s 

like a “campground on water” 

Tom says.  Their grand-

daughter, Christine, who is at 

Walsh and playing basketball, 

is now a senior.  Their 

youngest grandchild, Isabelle, 

is now a junior at OSU. 
 

John & Helen Capper spent 

a second week at Lakeside 

this year.  When they go to 

Annual Conference the whole 

family goes.  This year, their 

oldest grand-daughter could 

only be there two days.  She 

was with a school group in 

Costa Rica.  So they went 

back later in the summer so 

she could get her “Lakeside 

fix.”  John was able to hear 

Bishop Sally Dyck lecture 

and a son-in-law was able to 

learn about the “Founding 

Fathers.”  Every-one had a 

good time.  It was strange to 

be in Lakeside without lots of 

clergy to meet on the street. 
 

Russell & Helen Metcalfe, 

retired from the Nazarene 

church in the Boston area, are 

a regular part of our retirees 

group.  They moved to Mount 

Vernon some years ago.  

Their son is on the faculty of 

the Mount Vernon Nazarene 

University.  They are active at 

the Gay Street UMC. 
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Charlie & Alice Bark have 

moved to Copeland Oaks.  

They came to Mount Vernon 

from the Boston area and 

were very active in the Gay 

Street UMC where they are 

missed.  Their address is 

Copeland Oaks, 800 S 15th 

Street #1601, Sebring OH 

44672. 
 

Dick Hoover is still curating 

the Toy Cellar in Historic 

Roscoe Village.  Toy Cellar is 

a display of vintage toys, 

1860 to 1960, open from 1:00 

to 3:30 p.m. on Saturdays and 

Sundays in good weather.  Or 

he can be reached at 740-622-

5693 to arrange a private 

showing.  Dick has done 

some supply preaching over 

the summer.  Alice has been 

studying volumes of journals 

of Rev. H. O. Sheldon (Meth-

odist Circuit Rider in the 

Coshocton/Roscoe area in the 

early 1800’s) culling 600 

pages of history on microfilm, 

annotating them by context 

interpreting abbreviations, 

early spellings, penmanship 

and water stains to develop 

her latest first person 

portrayal of “Mrs. H. O. 

Sheldon - The Circuit Rider’s 

Wife”.  Mrs. Sheldon helped 

Keene UMC celebrate their 

200th anniversary and in 

September she will help the 

Coshocton Presbyterian 

Church celebrate their 200th 

anniversary.  The Presby-

terians and the Methodists 

were somewhat competitive 

on the frontier, but their goal 

was the same: to tell the 

message of Jesus Christ.  

Alice has served as an 

organist for the Coshocton 

Presbyterian Church since 

2000. 
 

Maurine Moody Scott & 

husband, Jack, traveled to  

Dearborn, Michigan where 10 

of her family gathered to 

celebrate Maureen’s 90th 

birthday.   They both are 

active at Gay Street UMC and 

in the community. 
 

It has been 5 years since Bill 

& Ginny Norman moved to 

White Rock, New Mexico 

near their son Ben, his wife, 

Debbie, and granddaughter 

Gracie.  Ginny recently suf-

fered a fall on a hiking trail at 

Bandelier National Monu-

ment when she stepped aside 

for a group of school kids 

coming up the trail toward 

her.  She hit loose gravel, lost 

her footing and rolled down 

on a sharp rock leaving a 

severe wound to her arm 

requiring about 20 stitches.  

No fractures, but did develop 

an infection needing anti-

biotics and a night in the 

hospital.  Bill is gradually 

getting back to normal after 

his January attack of Shingles 

virus on his brain and right 

eye, requiring a hospital stay 

and lots of meds.  They miss 

our group and plan to join us 

in October.  They have no 

organized retiree fellowship 

in New Mexico but cherish 

the fellowship at their mis-

sional White Rock UMC. 

 

 
from JoyfulNoiseletter.com  
©Harley L. Schwadron  
Reprinted with permission 

 

 

The deadline for submitting 

materials to be included in the 

2019 Winter Issue of TOAT 

is December 31, 2018.  

Submit materials to 

paulw2800@gmail.com. 
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mailto:paulw2800@gmail.com


8 

 

   
 

East Ohio Conference UMC 

           PO Box 2800 

North Canton, OH  44720 

 

Return Service Requested 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep in prayer the families of the following retirees who have entered the church triumphant since 

May 1: 

Richard L. Burns, retired elder, died May 1, 2018. 

Judith K. Reinke, spouse of Daniel Reinke, retired local pastor, died May 4, 2018. 

Christine E. Germaine, spouse of John M. Germaine, retired elder, died May 5, 2018. 

Robert A. Jones, retired elder, died May 8, 2018 

Donald W. Shilling, retired elder, died May 17, 2018 

Calvin R. King, retired elder, died May 27, 2018. 

Donna M. McCoy, surviving spouse of Norman E. McCoy, died June 8, 2018 

Gayle E. Maly, spouse of Rev. David E. Maly, died June 9, 2018 

Valerie W. Stultz, retired elder, died June 14, 2018. 

Richard H. Parks, Jr., retired elder, died July 27, 2018. 

V. Ned Bixler, retired elder, died September 2, 2018. 
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