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Report on the Retirees Annual Banquet 
By John Wolfe 

 

   The 2017 East Ohio Conference Retirees Banquet 
was held on June 11, 2017, with 130 reservations for 
dinner. The annual celebration started at 5:00 p.m. in 
the air-conditioned Wesley Lodge on the grounds of 
Lakeside Chautauqua. The group was pleased to wel-
come our new bishop, Tracy S. Malone. She gave us 
some inspiring words and said that she was pleased 
to be in East Ohio. We were then greeted by our As-
sistant to the Bishop, Gary George. Greetings also 
came from Kevin Sibbring, President/CEO of 
Lakeside Chautauqua, who welcomed us to the 
grounds and encouraged us to use Lakeside for re-
freshment and rest. 
 

   After we sang the Welsey Grace, we sat down to a 
very good dinner, served by the very gracious servers 
and the Wesley Lodge kitchen staff. There was great 
conversation around the tables. We recognized the 
eight retiring clergy who attended the banquet. The 
clergy and spouses who have gone to the church tri-
umphant were remembered. The clergy were recog-
nized for their years of service. After some an-
nouncements, greetings were read from those who 
could not attend: Hugh and Senetta Hubbard, John 
and Kathryn Buchanan, Kenneth Lane Williams, 
Walt Chisholm, and George and Jinny Schrecken-
gost. We sang one verse of “For All the Saints” and 
closed with the benediction. 
 

   Again, we want to thank the following for their an-
nual gifts which make this event possible: The 
Bokum Foundation, c/o George and Susan Klein, 
2039 North Medina Line Road, Akron, OH 44333, 
and the Lakeside Chautauqua Association, 236 Wal-
nut Avenue, Lakeside, OH 43440. I invite you to 
send them your expressions of gratitude. 

 

A Personal Note and an Editorial 
By Anne Fisher 

 

   Personal: I have had the pr ivilege of serving as 
the editor of The Old Apple Tree for five years. I 
have followed in the footsteps of faithful and devoted 
previous editors. My predecessors were very relation-
al with the devoted correspondents who gathered the 
news and wrote the articles. At least one of the edi-
tors made a point of visiting the cluster meetings and 
getting to know the retirees in a more personal way.   
 

   When I began as editor in January 2013, my hus-
band had just broken his arm and required surgery to 
re-set the arm. In April of that year, Bill had heart 
valve replacement surgery and his recovery required 
my taking a leave of absence from actively filling the 
pulpit. In January 2014, I really retired. Because I 
was a licensed local pastor, I became a lay person, 
and I am really enjoying serving the Lord in that ca-
pacity. In April 2014, Bill and I bought a house, but 
by that time, it had become clear that Bill suffered 
from dementia. In July 2015, Bill died. So, I have 
been the editor during huge transitions in my own 
life. Because of these circumstances and because of 
my personality and gifts, I have not been as relational 
as my predecessors. That may be a quality that will 
be important in the next editor.  
 
 

   Editorial: In this issue of The Old Apple Tree, 
there are eight clusters which either have no news or 
are no longer meeting. So, I am wondering about the 
purpose of the East Ohio Retirees Association and 
how that purpose relates to younger retirees who are 
more familiar with communication by way of 
electronic devices, the web, Facebook, Twitter, etc. 
The EOCRA bylaws state the purpose: 
 

   “There are a multitude of reasons for retirees from 
active service in the United Methodist Church to be 
organized in an association with one another for mu-
tual benefit and ongoing ministry within the Body of 
Christ.  These are a few: 
 
“The membership of the East Ohio Conference 
Retirees Association consists of persons of expe-
rience and 

 
(see Editorial on page 3) 

Wanted:  EOCRA board members 
Wanted:  The Old Apple Tree Editor 

 

   Persons who are interested in serving on the 
EOCRA board or as the editor of The Old Apple 
Tree should contact an EOCRA board member and/
or the board president, John Wolfe, 8384 Nichols 
Rd., Windham, OH 44288, (330)-527-7179 
johnwolfe49@yahoo.com.  

mailto:johnwolfe49@yahoo.com
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The branches reached out to me. 
What I saw was overwhelming 
For my willow was a “pussy” 

tree. 
 

The “kittens” were dressed in 
their finest, 

They grew with branches so tall, 
They towered over the willow. 
It didn’t hide them at all. 
 

The silver sheen of the “kittens” 
Really made me smile, 
But my mind couldn’t grasp the 

beauty 
For these “pussies” would be a 

trial. 

   Liz Spiker is rejoicing in the 
birth of her second great-
grandson, Hudson Michael, born 
to George’s daughter Brittany.  
Hudson joins his big brother 
Hunter Daniel, now 2½ years 
old. Since the family lives in the 
Dover-New Philly area, Liz sees 
them frequently. 
 

   Rodney and Mary Lu War-
stler celebrated their  60th wed-
ding anniversary in August at 
Copeland Oaks. (The anniversary 
was actually September 6.) They 
write: “We had a wonderful event 
with all of our children, most of 
our grandchildren, and many of 
our great-grandchildren in attend-
ance. Friends from far and near 
gave their blessings. We still have 
a basketful of cards to remind us 
of the celebration. The day ended 
with dinner at Hartville Kitchen 
with family. God has truly blessed 
us.” On another front, Rodney 
will be working with the tempo-
rary Thrift Store and Mary Lu is 
still writing. On October 7, she 
had a book signing at Tamarack in 
Beckley, WV. They sold out of 
Escape from Richmond, but pur-
chased more from her. Lots of fun 
meeting and talking with people. 
 

   “Family members came from 
Michigan, Illinois, St. Louis, and 
Indiana to Copeland Oaks the 
weekend of July 15, where they 
joined George and Jinny 
Schreckengost for  a Bartlett 
family reunion. A picnic was held 
Friday evening in Copeland’s Ga-

 

Copeland Oaks Cluster 
by Sandy & John McLachlan 

We tell each other our hobbies, new ventures, and various ways of serving Christ within  
and beyond “appointment” ministries.  We may be retired, but we are still alive in Christ  

and active in the church and in the world.  We also ask for prayer in the challenges of elder years. 

zebo. On Saturday, we moved to 
Murphy Auditorium where the 
fun continued with more eating, 
talking and catching up, euchre, 
talking, and a talent show; fol-
lowed by a scavenger hunt in 
downtown Sebring. It then closed 
with a circle of a capella singing. 
Sunday morning, several mem-
bers went to the Sebring United 
Methodist Church where they 
sang an anthem for the worship 
service. Housing for many of the 
family was found in guest rooms 
in the Copeland Oaks building.” 
 

   Copeland Oaks has a lovely me-
morial grove in which Polly Wag-
gamon, in memory of her  hus-
band, Glen, planted a Japanese 
willow with unusual, variegated 
leaves. As is common with many 
ornamental trees, the Japanese 
willow was grafted onto some-
thing with a more vigorous root 
system, in this case, a pussy wil-
low. This spring the Japanese wil-
low had blooming pussy willow 
shoots taller than the tree, which 
inspired Polly to write the follow-
ing poem: 
 

What Is It? 
By Polly Waggamon 

 

When is a willow a willow? 
When is a willow not? 
How can a willow be happy 
When it knows it is not what it 

thought? 
 

Life is so often just like that, 
It isn’t what it seems to be 
For often it’s incognito 
A bush instead of a tree. 
 

The Japanese willow was “In 
Memory” 

Lakeside/Otterbein/ 
Firelands Cluster 
By Clarke & Pat Hogue 

   Pat Hogue wrote that Clarke’s 
heart had to be cardioverted twice 
earlier in October. New medica-
tion is keeping his heart in 
rhythm. She wrote, “hopefully 
with new medication he will stay 
in rhythm so that he can get back 
to his busy retirement schedule at 
school and two churches we are 
active in.”  At this writing, it ap-
pears that the new medication is 
working to the extent that the car-
diologist has instructed Clarke to 
take only half as much. 
 

   Bill McFadden is putting in 
more hours and miles for his inter-
im appointment to Henrietta 
UMC. Bill and Deb Gorman are 
serving temporarily and commut-
ing from Elyria Village. 
 

   This summer Donna Van Trees 
and husband, Karl, enjoyed a fam-
ily vacation with 23 extended 
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cle. While there, they saw reindeer 
and the Sami herdsmen (in former 
days they were called Lapp 
Landers).  They went as far as the 
border of Russia. They visited a 
large number of churches of vari-
ous styles and ages, most of them 
now Lutheran. They had the op-
portunity to get up close and per-
sonal with several fiords because 
of the smaller size of the Hur-
tigruten ships. At one point they 
got off the ship and took a bus to 
visit a former farm now main-
tained as a B & B with a view 
worth going to see. It had been in 
the same family for over 150 
years. After a snack of waffles 
with fresh whipped cream and 
strawberries at the B & B, they 
drove by bus to a ferry and 
crossed to another port of call for 
their ship to resume the trip. They 
crossed the Arctic Circle twice 
with rituals each way. Since there 

are islands all up and down the 
coast, there is one on the exact 
point that the Arctic Circle cross-
es, and there you can take a pic-
ture of the marker identifying the 
spot. Of course, above the Arctic 
Circle during the time they were 
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family members in the Boundary 
waters of Northern Minnesota. 
Canoeing and swimming in the 
cool clear waters and lots of 
laughter and memories were 
shared as well as made.  

(Editorial continued from page 1) 
 

to the work of Jesus Christ through the East Ohio Conference of 
the United Methodist Church.   

 

“Retirees with time, energy and interest to offer may fail to be no-
ticed or considered as resources within the connection of the An-
nual Conference.  
 

“Adjustment issues may challenge new retirees after a lifetime of 
active service.  
 

“Needs uniquely related to the life of retirees need to be addressed 
through representation, caring, support, advocacy, encouragement 
and programs.  
 

“The East Ohio Conference Retirees Association exists to address needs 
such as these, to maintain Christian fellowship among retirees, and to 
support that which sustains the church’s retirees in East Ohio Conference 
in loving God with one’s heart, soul and mind.” 

 

   Perhaps there is an opportunity to cast a new vision of how the 
EOCRA can serve the Lord by being connected with all the retirees in 
ways that meet the needs of those in their 90s and 100s as well as those 
in their 50s, 60s, and 70s. I know how difficult it is to determine a new 
way forward when our culture is so rapidly changing. I pray for and 
wish the best for the board and all the retirees. As for me, I am looking 
forward to not procrastinating about producing the issues of The Old 
Apple Tree.  
 

   This is my last issue as editor. I am thankful I have had the privilege 
of serving the retirees in this way. I am also very thankful for the work 
of Lois Speelman in the Communications Office for her help in 
“perfecting” each issue of The Old Apple Tree. 

Canal/Akron Cluster 
by Martha Baillis 

   When we gathered for our first 
meeting after summer break we 
were a small but mighty group. 
We decided most seniors must 
still be vacationing, but those of 
us that gathered talked up a storm. 
 

   Paul and Linda Beal enjoyed 
many of the summer concerts giv-
en in the evening in the parks of 
Summit County and Akron Metro 
area. Paul continues in his eighth 
year as part-time Minister of Con-
gregational Care at Hudson UMC. 
Linda leads groups and does per-
sonal counseling with women. 
They look forward to occasional 
get togethers with their five chil-
dren and families. 
 

   Martha Baillis talked about 
her 2-week trip to Norway and 
cruising with Vantage Travel on 
the Hurtigruten's MS Richard 
With. She and her college friend, 
Letha Jones, who grew up in 
East Ohio as a PK, enjoyed a 
coastal cruise from Bergen, Nor-
way, north to the border with Rus-
sia and back to Bergen. There 
were 32 ports of call - most of 
them visited twice. The Hur-
tigruten shipping company deliv-
ers mail, packages, freight, people 
(some with their cars) and tourist 
groups on its ships. Watching the 
ships dock, unload, and load can 
be very entertaining. A ship leaves 
Bergen each day and makes the 
round trip and several stops a day 
so there is continuous service in 
both directions. Martha and Letha 
visited North Cape, the farthest 
point of land above the Arctic Cir-



 

4 

there in July, they observed 24 
hours of sunlight on several days. 
And if something went wrong like 
you stubbed your toe, it is the 
trolls' fault. Poor fellows get 
blamed for everything. The only 
part Martha didn't like was navi-
gating airports Cleveland to JFK 
to Amsterdam to Bergen and back 
again and several times the con-
nections were tight. But the tour 
was great, and she would go 
again, if she could do it without 
the airports. 
 

   Anne Fisher has welcomed Li-
sa, her  sister  (15 years younger), 
and Lisa’s two cats into her home 
after water damage made Lisa’s 
home uninhabitable. The three 
black male cats are still “working 
it out.” Anne is hoping Lisa’s stay 
will be “long-term temporary” 
until Lisa can get back on her feet. 

   The Mahoning Valley retirees 
had a nice outdoor picnic on Au-
gust 23 at the home of Donna and 
Karl Bucey (see picture below).  
There was good weather, good 
food, and good fellowship. 
 

    George Lee had a cardiac ab-
lation at the Cleveland Clinic back 
in October 2016. Cleveland Indi-
ans manager, Terry Francona, had 
a cardiac ablation at the same 

Mahoning Valley Cluster 
By Ken Kubichek 

Mahoning Valley retirees picnic at the Bucey home. Seated: Jean McFarren with Bucey’s dog, Jinny 
Schreckengost, George Schreckgost, and Joanie Ready. Standing: Ken Kubichek, Jean Kubichek, Ryan 
Hetzer, Janis Hetzer, Tom McFarren, Trudie Lee, George Lee, Donna Bucey, Karl Bucey, and Chuck 
Ready  

“So far, it’s enjoyable living with 
Lisa .and our three cats,” Anne 
writes. “We were in temporary 
chaos until Lisa moved everything 
either into the house or storage. 
This has caused me to re-think 
how to use the house in new ways 
– not a bad thing.” 
 

   Stan Wallace repor ts he had 
his usual check-up with his cardi-
ologist and, for the first time, the 
doctor didn't like his EKG. So, he 
had to wear a monitor for two 
weeks and then take three tests. 
The doctor said he did not see a 
problem. Stan just has a little flip 
every so often. Stan blames this 
on Carol (joke). Stan and Carol 
are "refreshing" their house after 
18 years. A new pole light fixture, 
new cabinets in the laundry room, 
oak painted furnace vents, a new 
couch (the old one to Habitat for 

Humanity), a remote fireplace, 
and a kitchen backsplash. In other 
news, the Wallace's daughter-in-
law got a new job which sent her 
to Cleveland on business. She 
spent a night with them in Green 
before heading home to Seattle. 
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cluding visits with family 
along the way. 
 

   James McDonald vaca-
tioned this summer in Wo-
king, England, visiting his 
daughter and grandchild-
dren. He also announced 
that he will be getting 
married November 18 to 
Janet Brown. Congratu-
lations from all of us here 
in Mid-Ohio. 
 

   Beth and David Mans-
perger were volunteers 
in mission in July at Beth-
el Midwest Mission, and 
David was also on a mis-
sion work site in Char-
lotte, NC. On August 4, 
their great grandson, Tuck
-er Sebring, received his 
Eagle Scout Award with 
David delivering the Eagle 
charge. They also had a 2-
day sojourn to Euclid 
where they visited David’s 
brother, Clare, and sister-
in-law, Claudia, and at-

tended a 55th reunion picnic with 
his high school class of 1962. It 
was a wonderful renewal of 
friendships. They are now looking 
forward to David’s planning for a 
Table of Eight—David and Beth 
and his siblings and their spouses. 
They have been enjoying these 
mini-family-get-togethers as often 
as possible for the past ten years. 
 

   Marilyn Mead had back sur -
gery this past June and, unfortu-
nately, came out of surgery with 
pneumonia. It has been a difficult 
recovery. Millard fell in June at 
the Bucyrus Hospital and broke 
his right foot. He says it was a 
good place to break it but he had 
to spend six weeks in a boot and 
not driving. They said they are 
happy to be back at our monthly 
luncheons. 
 

   Carl Beighley had eye surgery 
in June and his new wife, Jeannie, 
has done most of the driving as 

place in July but pro-
gressed much better than 
George. 
 

   In May, Chuck and 
Joanie Ready attended 
their granddaughter Callie 
Brown’s graduation from 
Mount Union University. 
In June, the couple cele-
brated their 60th wedding 
anniversary and spent a 
week at Myrtle Beach, SC, 
with 20 members of their 
family. On July 1, they 
joined in welcoming their 
new pastor, Deb Quillen, 
to the East Fairfield UMC. 
Deb was a member of 
their congregation when 
they served Port Clinton 
First UMC back in the 
mid-80s. They planned to 
go to Ft. Lauderdale, FL, 
in September to share in 
the celebration service at 
First UMC for Chuck’s 
cousin there. In July, 
Chuck had the committal 
service for the cousin in 
Warren – the cousin was original-
ly from Warren. 
 

   Mahoning Valley retirees Chuck 
and Joanie Ready, Karl and Don-
na Bucey, Ryan Hetzer and Ken 
Kubichek met for  breakfast and 
celebrated Donna Bucey's birth-
day with a birthday cake. Ken Ku-
bichek shared about the beliefs 
and practices of the Amish. The 
Amish are pleased to be a peculiar 
people, who are out of step with 
the world. In fact “separation from 
the world” and “obedience to 
God” are two phrases often heard 
among the Amish. Copies of the 
Amish lectionary were given out. 
When the Amish meet for wor-
ship, the ordained leaders go to 
another room and decide who will 
preach the two sermons that morn-
ing, but no one prepares any ser-
mon notes in advance and their 
schooling only goes thru the 8th 
grade. A professor of preaching at 

Mid-Ohio Cluster 
by Joe Platt 

   Bill McCartney is enter ing his 
20th year of retirement, but he con-
tinues to enjoy ministerial respon-
sibilities. At the end of June, he 
completed a 7-month pastorate in 
Caledonia. In his retirement com-
munity in Delaware, he is preach-
ing 16 times a year. He is also 
leading a Bible study twice a 
month. During July, Bill took a 15
-day all rail trip to the west coast 
with visits to Grand Canyon and 
Glacier National Monument, in-

Biola University (a Christian uni-
versity in the heart of Southern 
California) has stated that about 
85% of all pastors in the world 
have no formal training. That 
sounds like the early days of our 
Methodist movement.  
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they adjust to both married life 
and his eye problem. Carl says 
that, as of this writing, he and 
Jeannie are still married and 
“married life is going great.”  
 

   Jim Van Meter enjoyed anoth-
er week of Midwest Mission in 
Chatham, Illinois. Twenty-one 
others from the Mt. Gilead area al-
so attended. 
 

   Blake and Gere Wagner cele-
brated their 63rd wedding anniver-
sary on August 6. They also cele-
brated the fact that their mobile 
home in Florida suffered no dam-
age due to hurricane Irma. They 
recently shared in their grandson’s 
3rd birthday in Wheaton, IL. 
 

   Gloria and Terry Laughman 
have been busy this summer with 
church activities. The church they 
attend, Ontario UMC, is celebrat-
ing their 100th anniversary. Each 

 

month, there is some kind of cele-
bration. They also enjoyed the 
summer with various activities in-
volving children and grandchil-
dren.   
 

   Gloria Bloomquist had sur -
gery on October 9 and, as of our 
October luncheon, she said she is 
recovering. 
 

   Mary Brook says all is well 
with her and she is keeping busy 
and happy. She spent the first 
week of August with two grand-
sons in the DC area, where they 
did the usual tourist things and en-
joyed the local food. After her vis-
it, Tim was sent to the Middle 
East and Mary prays he will come 
home soon. She is looking for-
ward to winter as she plans on 
spending a month in Arizona. She 
also mentioned that the television 
is reminding us that it is time for 
Christmas stories and she said 

these always end on a happy note. 
Mary reminds us that God has  
been telling us this story over and 
over, and it ends with the promise 
of eternal life; a very happy end-
ing. She asks that the Advent sea-
son bring us closer to God and to 
each other. 
 

   The Hinkles, Lyle and 
Laverne, want all to know they 
are finally settled in their new 
home at Wedgewood Retirement 
Center in Mansfield, OH. They 
said it was a lot of work but a 
great relief. They are now looking 
forward to winter without shovel-
ing snow and slipping on ice. Lyle 
said it is good to be back after a 
few months absence due to a sore 
back. He noted that it was a real 
blessing to see all “our good 
friends” and to worship together at 
the October 10 meeting. They are 
saddened over the death of Leslie 
Hamilton, their pastor’s wife. 
 

   Alan and Beverly Rose are 
very glad to be back with the retir-
ees group in October after missing 
several months. Allen had heel/
foot surgery in July and was in the 
hospital and care center for nine 
weeks. They are both happy to re-
port that he is making progress 
and has been home the last three 
weeks 
 

   Joe and Mary Platt hosted two 
gatherings of retirees at their 
home this summer. We spent the 
time eating and sharing. Joe is still 
interim pastor of St. John’s UCC 
in Bucyrus. As of October, he has 
been there twenty months. Mary 
left her position as secretary of 

   “Unbeknownst to most 

theologians, there was 

a fourth Wise Man who 

was turned away for 

bringing a gift of fruit-

cake.”                     Gary Larson 
from Joyful Noiseletter Vol. 32 #6. 

Reprinted with permission 
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Mt. Zion Church. She has been 
filling her time with projects 
around the house like canning two 
bushels of peaches and freezing 
beans and peas from their garden. 
Mary had gall bladder surgery in 
August. 

recently visited the Ark Encounter 
and Creation Museum in Ken-
tucky as part of a group trip. Paul 
is the visiting pastor at Fohl Me-
morial UMC. 
  

   Also attending were Dick and 
Alice Hoover. Alice is now por -
traying over thirty women, and 
she is available for programs. She 
also plays the organ for the Pres-
byterian Church in Coshocton and 
is taking organ lessons on the 
tracker organ from the professor 
of organ at Kenyon. 
 

   On November 3, Jack and Carol 
Dearth r eturned to Ormand 
Beach, FL, for the winter. 
 

   Russell and Helen Metcalfe 
were with us. Russell is a retired 
Nazarene minister formerly of 
Cape Cod,, living in Mount 
Vernon, and attending Gay St. 
UMC. 
 

   Bill McCartney, of Delaware, 
joined our group for the lunch. We 
are always glad when he is able to 
join us. 
 

   Charlie and Alice Bark were 
in New England for their ministry. 
They live in Apple Valley and at-
tend Gay St. UMC. 
 

   Martha Stuller r ecently visited 
her daughter and family in New 
Jersey. 
 

   Tom and Donna Orr recently 
visited their son-in-law’s parents 
in Spartanburg, SC, and also 
Tom’s brother and family in Ra-
leigh. Tom (former Marine) and 

Wesleyan Village  
Senior Living/Elyria, 

Canal/Wooster,  
Mahoning Valley,  

Mid-Ohio, 
North Coast, 

Southern Hills/Caldwell,  
Tuscarawas, and 

Western Reserve Clusters 

   No news from these groups. 

Western Reserve Cluster 
by Fred Bell 

   Western Reserve has been meet-
ing with small attendance, good 
food, and fellowship with all who 
can make it. I suspect illness has 
prevented some from coming. 
 
   It has been a busy medical sum-
mer for Joan and George Knotts. 
John received a new hip, because 
his femur bone deteriorated from 
surgery last year. On June 19, 
their son, Brian, was in a serious 
auto accident. He was in critical 
condition while Crystal, their 
granddaughter in Texas, was also 
in critical condition. Both have 
been in rehab and recovering. 
Joan is recovering, too. 

Three Rivers 
by Martha Stuller 

   The retirees of Three Rivers dis-
trict met at Roberta’s Diner in 
Warsaw for our October lunch 
with twenty attending. We were 
pleased to have Bill and Ginny 
Norman with us. They are living 
in New Mexico and were back in 
Ohio for a visit. Meeting in War-
saw seemed appropriate as Bill is 
a member of the 1961 class of the 
former Warsaw High School. 
They enjoy living in New Mexico 
where their son, his wife, and 
daughter live. They have made 
many new friends in the UMC 
they attend there. They recently 
celebrated their 50th anniversary.  
  

   Gary and Joy Campbell were 
unable to attend as Gary is recov-
ering from very recent knee sur-
gery, but he is doing well.   
 

   John and Helen Capper will 
celebrate their 60th wedding anni-
versary in December, and all the 
family will celebrate at Williams-
burg over Christmas vacation.  
 

   Paul and Delores Gerycz will 
also be celebrating their 60th wed-
ding anniversary in January. They 

Donna visited the new Marine 
Museum at the base in Quantico, 
VA. The museum will eventually 
be doubled in size. It was a mem-
orable experience for Tom. 
 

   Jim and Bonnie Magaw are 
looking forward to two events: the 
dedication of their son Jim’s new 
church building in Pittsburgh and 
a joint 175th birthday party for Jim 
and his brother Don. Jim is pro-
viding 85 of those years; his 
brother, 90. Their health is reason-
ably good at the moment, and they 
are grateful for all of their col-
leagues in ministry in East Ohio, 
and for the blessing of The Old 
Apple Tree. 

 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness.   
     “Thither will I go,” said Light. 
Peace looked down and beheld War. 
     “Thither will I go,” said Peace. 
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
     “Thither will I go,” said Love. 
So came Light, and shone. 
     So came Peace, and gave rest. 
          So came Love, and brought life. 
               And the word was made Flesh, and dwelt among us.    

 

Robert Louis Stevenson          
from Joyful Noiseletter Vol. 32 #6 

Reprinted with permission 
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MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS                                                From Joyful Noiseletter Vol. 32 #6.  Reprinted with permission. 

 

“Humor is a serious thing.  I like to think of it as one of the greatest earliest natural resources, which must be 
preserved at all costs.” James Thurber 
 

“The most wasted of all days is the one without laughter.”  e.e. cummings 
 

Thanksgiving  “When it comes to life, the critical thing is whether you take things for granted or take them 

with gratitude.” G.K. Chesterton 
 

“To love another person is to see the face of God.” Victor Hugo 

 

Tell me, Jesus, 

On the night you were born 

Did the animals really talk? 

Did the straw in your manger 

Really glow as if it was made of gold? 

Did the little lame shepherd boy really walk? 

And did the innkeeper’s still-born baby 

Come to life, as I’ve been told? 

Did the small  black sheep really turn white 

On that wonderful night so long ago? 

 

 

And did the doves in the stable 

Sing you a lullaby so sweet and low 

Even the angels rejoiced? 

I wish I could have been there 

To see all those wonderful sights. 

But most of all 

I wish I could have seen you 

On that first Christmas night. 

 

Marjorie Spalsbury 
from her book, Gentle Hills 

from Joyful Noiseletter Vol. 32#6  
Used with permission. 

The First Christmas 


