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FROM THE DS 
 

As we prepare to enter the season of Lent this month, let me get something off my 
chest. Something that really bugs me is the mix-up of the terms “Calvary” and 
“cavalry”. Do you know the difference? I’ve even heard pastors get the two terms 
interchanged. “Calvary” is the place-name of the location where Jesus offered up his 
life for the sake of humankind. “Cavalry” refers to the horse-soldiers who often rode to 
the rescue of settlers in the old cowboy movies. Cavalry were historically the most 

mobile of the combat arms. That’s now been expanded to refer to other forms of units assigned to combat 
missions that require great mobility, e.g. the use of motor vehicles or helicopters. 
 
Maybe you’ve used or heard the phrase, “Here comes the cavalry,” – usually not talking about actual horse 
soldiers but rather referring to someone who is coming to help us out of a jam or who swoops in when all 
seems hopeless to save the day. 
 

  This is CAL-va-ry:             This is CAV-al-ry:  
 

        
 
Now, not to add to the confusion, but I guess there really is a sense in which Jesus came to our rescue at 
CALvary. And aren’t we glad that he was “mobile” enough that, when it came time to do battle with the 
power of sin in our world, he arrived on the scene at just the right time to save us when all seemed hopeless 
(see Galatians 4:4-5).     
 
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” 
(1 Timothy 1:15). 
 
That’s what happened at Calvary. That more temporal rescue that happens when the horsemen ride in is 
another thing altogether. Have a blessed Lent.  
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THINK HIGHER … FEEL DEEPER 
By Bishop Tracy S. Malone  
January 30, 2018  

Over the years, I have used mantras as part of my spiritual centering and they have played 
a significant role in my devotional life. My mantra for 2018 is “think higher, feel deeper.” I 
heard these words a few years ago while listening to Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Prize-winning 
writer, professor and activist, when he appeared on the Super Soul Sunday show.  

I was reminded of these words while I was reading Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things and the God of peace will be with you.” This 
passage of scripture and mantra “think higher, feel deeper” provide a biblical and theological framework for 
how we are expected to think, behave, relate and act in response to our relationship with God, self and 
neighbor.  

Every day we make choices! Every minute we find ourselves making decisions – sometimes easy and 
sometimes difficult. From should I answer this call or respond to this text or email to how do I provide care 
for my aging parents or how do I manage the increasing demands on my limited resources? No matter the 
circumstances or the situation, we all have to live with the burden of choice. I refer to it as a burden because 
no one has the luxury of not choosing or making decisions. Even when someone chooses to do nothing, they 
are making a choice. And every choice has a consequence, good or bad.   

So here’s what I invite you to do: Choose to ‘think higher, feel deeper’ in 2018!!  

Love, serve and live like you believe that through Christ all things are possible! Be bold, courageous and 
adventurous as you find new and meaningful ways to be in relationship and ministry with all people, 
including the poor, the hurting and the marginalized, in your community.   

Use your imagination! Focus on what resources you do have and not on those that you do not have. Claim 
what you can do for others and refrain from dwelling on what you cannot do.  

Have deeper conversations! Talk about racism, sexism, poverty, addiction, unity, a Way Forward, etc. – and 
discuss concrete ways to address these issues. 

Get out of the box! Choose to not allow your observations and experiences of "the worst" of some people 
become the lens by which you judge other people. Choose to re-examine your perspective, opinion, bias and 
discrimination of others. 

I am convinced that when we allow ourselves to think differently, to see and experience people differently, 
we will treat people differently and feel more deeply about them. 

May the love of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit bring out the very best of who we are and give 
us the courage to think higher and feel deeper. 
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GUEST READINESS SEMINARS 
 

February 16th at Berea UMC (9a-3p) 
 170 Seminary St, Berea, 44017 
February 17th at Massillon First (9a-3p) 
 301 Lincoln Way E., Massillon, 44646 

Guest readiness is one of the most important issues facing the church today. No matter how powerful 
worship is, it’s only half of the battle. Insider language, unspoken rituals, confusing signage and 
unpreparedness are all huge factors in why visitors don’t come back to participate in our faith communities. 
Like going to a restaurant for a meal – even when the food is spectacular – if the experience surrounding the 
meal is bad, patrons are unlikely to return.  
Join nationally known worship coach and author Jason Moore as he shares lessons learned from years of 
providing “secret worship consultations” in churches large and small. Jason will help your church identify the  
most pressing issues for new visitors including  

• how to develop and train a more intentional/welcoming hospitality team 
• how to develop a formal child check-in procedure 
• how to conduct a signage audit of your building & how to use your existing space.  

Bring your staff or hospitality team for a fun and practical  teaching. Cost: $12      Call 1-800-831-3972 x130   
or register online click date of choice.   February 16th @ Berea:         February 17th @ Massillon First:  
 
CARING FOR STRANGERS  
Robert Kohler, a retired Assistant General Secretary of the Board 
of Ordained Ministry, was teaching a course in Christian Ethics to 
a group of Methodist pastors in Sofia, Bulgaria, when the War in 
Kosovo broke out. There was great anxiety among the pastors.  All 
of the pastors were away from their homes, unsure whether or 
not their families were safe.  Realizing their depth of concern, 
Kohler asked the pastors about the critical ethical issues they faced in their homes, their churches, their 
communities, their nation, and the world.  When he had asked these questions to U.S. pastors, the responses 
were usually focused on sexuality, honesty, integrity, abuse of power, and so forth, and Kohler expected 
similar responses in Sofia.  What he discovered, however, was that the ethical issues with which we are 
preoccupied in the United States were of little concern to these pastors from Bulgaria and Macedonia.  Only 
one issue preoccupied their thinking, “hospitality,” caring for the strangers now flooding their borders to 
safety. Methodist families were taking strangers into their homes; Methodist churches were opening their 
doors to provide food and shelter; and communities were reaching out to meet the needs of refugees. A 
Methodist Lay Leader was selected to oversee the refugee  camps inspiring others to live out their Wesleyan 
heritage through their acts of Christian hospitality. We can learn much about caring for the strangers in our 
midst by looking at this small group of Methodists in a small country, doing whatever they could to care for 
their neighbors and the displaced during the onset of war; we, the people called Methodists, were there.  
(story quoted from “Unity of the Church and Human Sexuality”, e-book, GBHEM) 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/guest-readiness-seminar-berea-tickets-42088964225
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/guest-readiness-seminar-massillon-first-tickets-42088401542
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CONVERSATIONS ON A WAY FORWARD  
-- Sun, Feb. 25 (2 - 5 PM) Newcomerstown Christ UMC  
-- Sat, Mar 10 (9 AM - Noon) Fredericktown UMC 
These conversation provide opportunities for people to offer their 
prayerful discernment about the issues being addressed through 
the Commission and to better listen to and understand others who 
may have differing perspectives.   Conversation on a Way Forward is an intentional process with meaningful 
dialogue about our identity, purpose, and mission as a Church in regard to the challenges that are emerging 
given our differences around human sexuality in The United Methodist Church. All clergy and laity are 
invited, and encouraged, to attend.   You must register online in advance.  We cannot accommodate walk-in 
registrations.   Register here. 
 

BOOKLET OFFERS RESOURCES REAGRDING WAY FORWARD COMMISSION  
WASHINGTON — The United Methodist Council of Bishops offers an 88-page booklet that contains some of 
the resources the Commission on a Way Forward has used so far in its work. The booklet contains 
information on three proposals the bishops will discuss in their respective areas. The bishop-appointed 
commission has the task of trying to move the denomination past its impasse around homosexuality.  
See booklet  There are copies of the booklet available at the district office as well.  
 

The three options, in no particular order, are: 
1.) Affirm the current Book of Discipline language and place a high value on accountability which states 
that the practice of homosexuality "is incompatible with Christian teaching" and lists officiating at a same-
gender union or being a "self-avowed practicing" gay clergy member as chargeable under church law. 
2.) Remove the Book of Discipline's restrictive language and place a high value on contextualization 
specifically protecting the rights of those whose conscience will not allow them to perform same-gender 
weddings or ordain LGBTQ people. 
3) Create multiple branches clearly defining values such as accountability, contextualization and justice. 
This model would maintain shared doctrine and services and one Council of Bishops  
Read  Heather Hahn  Jan. 22, 2018 from the UMNS 
 

CROSSROADS OF OHIO METHODISM  
 The United Methodist Historical Society of Ohio (UMHSO) will 
gather on Saturday,  April 21, 2018 at Canal Lewisville UMC (198 E. 
Church St., Coshocton 43812) to share historical preservation and 
exhibition resources and ministry ideas for local church anniversary 

celebrations.  This year’s event also includes optional Friday PM with a block of rooms available for those 
staying wishing to spend the night near Historical Roscoe Village.  Further information and a full schedule for 
the Convocation will be out in March in the official UMHSO semi-annual newsletter. Historians and others 
who are interested in membership may contact Ed Duling at  419- 353-9273  or visit  
www.umhso.org/Membership%20Form 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/conversations-on-a-way-forward-registration-38001533610
http://e.umc.org/A30H05JX00skj7z00r060LQ
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/way-forward-fleshing-out-3-possible-futures
mailto:ebd2140@aol.com
http://www.umhso.org/Membership%20Form
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SAFETY & SECURITY IN THE CHURCH – plus 
      – THE DIFFICULTIES OF OPIATE & HEROIN ADDICTION 

So what happens when your church faces an emergency? 
—lost child, unresponsive adult, accident, a disorderly person, gas leak, fire, tornado, intruder?   
Who directs the members?  What’s the plan?  Who to call?  Learn how to 

• Use the Assessment Tool for safety and security in and around your church. 
• Develop Emergency Plans for a multitude of emergencies. 
• Plan a Crisis Team to handle emergencies. 

Opiate & Heroin Addiction:  
• Understand the depth of the problem in our church’s community. 
• Learn how addiction begins and difficult road of recovery. 
• Offer ways to help families affected by opiate or heroin addiction. 
• Be aware of opiates you and family members are prescribed. 

 

On Sat. March 3, 2018, in Cambridge, Ohio, TARRP (Town and Rural Resource Program) of East & West Ohio 
Conferences is offering a workshop to help your church board, mission team, and others to be equipped to  
help make a difference in the lives of your parishioners and community. $18/person. Discounts for 3 or 
more.  RSVP by Feb 22.  CEU's available.  Brochure available by contacting the district office.  
 
2018 ANNUAL LAY SERVANT TRAINING:   
 

Friday, March  9, 2018 from 7 - 9:00 p.m. (basic only)  -- Basic: both days   
Saturday, March 10, 2018 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. -- Certified: Saturday only. 
Where:  Prairie Chapel UMC, 45494 CR 23, Coshocton, 43812  
 
NAME: ____________________________________        CHURCH: ___________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE(home/cell) : ____________________________  Email address: ______________________________ 
 

Special Lunch needs ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Course Level:  pleased select one   NEW BASIC/LOCAL (first time)    or          BASIC/LOCAL RENEWAL      or 

                                                               NEW ADVANCED/CERTIFIED*     or     ADVANCED/CERTIFIED RENEWAL 

                * To participate in a certified course you must have completed Basic Course within past 3 years 
You can renew at the local level and take an advance course.  No need to repeat the Basic Coursework 

 

Which Advance Course?   UM Polity/ Organization    or         UM Way/History 
 

  COST is $25.00 (inc. materials &lunch) REGISTRATION DEADLINE is February 15, 2018.  
Make check payable to: Three Rivers District  with Memo : Lay Servant Training 
Mail $25.00 & this form to Three Rivers District, 415 Walnut St, Coshocton, OH 43812 
Questions?  Contact Three Rivers Lay Director, Mandy Armstrong 330-432-2024 

mailto:a.armstrong76@yahoo.com
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FEBRUARY 2018  

 

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Successful relationships are less about 
compatibility and more about 

commitment.   Never was there a least 
compatible pair than the holiness of 

Christ and the sin of man. Yet the world has never 
seen a more committed love. 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 9 10 

11 
 
Boy Scout  
Sunday 

12 13 14     

 
Ash 

Wednesday 

15 
Mission & 
Ministry 
Funding 

Grants due at 
District office 

16 
Office Closed 

Meeting at 
East Ohio 

Conf Center 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

President's Day 

20 
 

21 
 

22 23 

 
24 

 

25 
 Way Forward 
Conversation 

2-5:00pm 
Newcomerstown 

Christ UMC  
 

26 
 

27 
Leadership & 
Nominations 
Committee 

Mtg 3p 

28 
Mission 

Strategy Team 
Mtg  10a 

 And I am convinced that nothing can ever 
separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither our 
fears for today nor our worries about 

tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 
separate us from God’s love.  No power in the 

sky above or in the earth below—indeed, 
nothing in all creation will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is 

revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. [Rom 8:38-39] 

CABINET  

Office Closed  -- VACATION 

CABINET  
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MARCH 2018  

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   Mark your calendar:   
 

  TR Finance Committee: 
     Wed April 4 at 3:00 p.m at district office 
  Spring District Conference  
     Sunday April 29 at Prairie Chapel.  More details to follow 
  Superintendency Committee 
     Tuesday, May 1 at Grace UMC  at 5:00 p.m 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
  

9  
Lay Training 

Prairie Chapel 
7-9p 

Basic Only 

10 
Lay Training 

8a-4p 
Both Groups 

 
 

Way Forward 
Conversation 

9a - 12pm 
Fredericktown  

11 
 
 

12 13 14 

 
 

15 
TR Youth 
Leaders 
Network 
6:30 p. 

Subway in 
Utica 

16 
 
TR District 

Youth  
30 Hour 
Famine 
Lock In! 

17 
dCOM  

8-3 

18 
 

19 
 
 
 

Dr. Call out of 
office to attend 

ARAP mtg 

20 
 

21 
 

22 23 

 
24 

 

25 
Palm Sunday  

 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Maundy 
Thursday 

30 
Good Friday 

Office Closed 

31 
 

CABINET  

CABINET  

Dr. Call on Vacation  
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Summer Camp Registration is Open!  For more information contact the 
East Ohio Camping Office at 1-300-499-3972 x 108 or visit 
http://www.eocsummercamps.org/ 

 
YAC:  YOUTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE:   Early Registration is OPEN!   
$40/person through April 4.  Registration is $50 from April 5 - May 23. Walk-Ins:  
$70 (t-shirt not guaranteed)  Food package: $32 per person for 4 meals.  For more 
information go to http://www.eocumc.com/yac/ 
 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There 
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.   Ephesians 4:3-6 
 

3RIVERS YOUTH 30-HOUR FAMINE LOCK-IN! 
March 16 at 6 PM - March 17 at 6 PM 
Kick Off at Kids of America in Coshocton followed by a lock-in at Grace UMC.  Fun, worship, connection, &  
discipleship, all while making a difference fighting world hunger through awareness.  For more info contact 
Chasity Opphile  at 740-498-8134 or the district office. 

U.S. Postage 
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43812 
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