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HOW THE WIND BLOWS 
 

In like a lion, out like a lamb. That’s one of the things often said about the month of March, 
alluding to the fact that March begins in winter and ends in spring. Another thing that is 
often said about March is that it is a windy month. I guess those two things go together 
because wind can be harsh and howling (like a lion?) or it can be gentle and calm (like a 
lamb). 

 
We all have a little wind that comes into our lives– things that blow in when we least expect them. Sometimes 
those winds can knock us over like a gust that bowls over our lawn furniture, while at other times the 
unexpected event can be as refreshing as a cooling breeze on a hot summer day. Sometimes it blows debris 
into our eyes and we can't see what is up ahead, while at other times it might help sweep away the fog. 
 
John 3:8 says: “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes 
from and where it goes.” It’s good to remember that we can’t dictate which direction the wind will blow. The 
wind blows as it will. And in the same way, the Spirit of God blows where it wishes. What we can do is to be 
like a windmill. Windmills were designed to be propelled by the wind, no matter which direction it’s blowing, 
in order to generate power.  
 
So the point is that the wind has a will of its own, so to speak. We don’t control it. Some of us may be trying to 
spin around in our own strength or move in a direction of our own choosing only to find that we are not 
getting very far. To be empowered by the Holy Spirit, we must be sensitive to which direction the Spirit is 
blowing. 
 
“Who has seen the wind? Neither I nor you; 
But when the leaves hang trembling The wind is passing through. 
Who has seen the wind? Neither you nor I; 
But when the trees bow down their heads The wind is passing by.” 
(Who Has Seen the Wind?, by Christina Rossetti) 
 

 
TR OFFICE NO LONGER OFFERING TOLL-FREE CALLING 
 

Beginning this month, the Three Rivers office will discontinue our toll-free 

phone line.  Considering the current phone packages available to 

individuals and churches which include unlimited long-distance it was 

determined that very few people need the toll-free number.  Eliminating 

the 877-206-4445 phone line will save the district budget a minimum of 

$30 a month.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.  Please 

update your contact list.  The office number is 740-622-8880 and the FAX 

number is 740-622-8884. 

              

 Three Rivers Current                      
A Publication of Three Rivers District Union                

of the United Methodist Church 

                                                                                                 March 2017  
     

 www.eocumc.com/threerivers Issue II, Vol 13   Editor: Joy Snyder 

http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/vim.html


           2 
 

  

EARLY RESPONSE TRAINING  
 

Saturday, March 18, at the EOC Area Center (9a-4p) 
 

Learn best practices for responding in disaster situations.  Training includes how to 

interact with survivors, help them recover their belongs, tarp roofs, and safely remove 

debris.  Cost is $40 (includes lunch, materials and required background check). 

Register online or contact the district office . Deadline is March 9 

 
TR VOLUNTEER IN MISSION TEAM IS HEADING TO NORTH CARLOINA 
 

Prayer for travel mercies and fruitful ministry for the 27 people heading to Fairmount,  NC, on March 4-12 are 

appreciated. These faithful servants will be performing repairs on two homes in the area.  Due to the large 

size of the group, it sounds like sleeping and shower accommodations will be a challenge but the team is not 

letting this diminish their enthusiasm and commitment.  If you would like to learn more about mission 

opportunities, consider volunteering this summer with the Projects 3:12.  Three River Volunteers, working 

One day Together. More information can be found on page 8 of this newsletter. 

 

SPRING CONFERENCE TO HELP WITH PROJECT IN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO:   
 

The Three River's Spring Conference will be at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 23  at Coshocton Grace  
 

An offering will be collected at the district conference to assist our UM Missionaries in the DRC, Aaron and 

Mary Vandersommers,  with their project.  They recently wrote of a need to "provide 250 mattresses for all of 

the UMC orphanages in Kinshasa and the two vocational schools for girls in order to see them all sleeping OFF 

of the floor.  What a great improvement it will make in their 

overall health."  The mattresses will be produced at a local 

factory in Kinshasa at cost of $35.   Follow their work at 

https://umcmissioncongo.com/.  You can support the 

Vandersommers through UMC Missionary Advance 

#3022154  or the Congo Rural Development #3022293. 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://s07.123signup.com/servlet/SignUpMember?PG=1536363182300&P=15363631911431593000
https://umcmissioncongo.com/
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For Youth Leaders:  Explore your story at a 24-hour 

personal Sabbath. Learn how to share your story with 

others through the art of stained glass with artist, Brad 

Fiscus, Director of Next Gen Discipleship at the Tennessee 

Annual Conference. This will be a good way to connect 

with other adults in youth ministry.  Arrive at 5p on Friday, 

March 17 at the Hilton Garden Inn  (8971 Wilcox Dr., Twinsburg, OH 44087 ). Dismiss at 6p on Saturday, March 

18. Pricing: $100 for single room, $75 for double, $50 for triple and $40 for quad.   Includes snacks, breakfast & 

lunch on Saturday and supplies for your stained glass project More info & register 

 

 

Ohio Wesleyan University, in partnership with Lilly Endowment 

Inc, will be holding a Theology Institute for upcoming juniors and 

seniors June 12-17, 2017.  The goals of EXPLORE are to enrich 

and deepen the FAITH foundation of each student, help each 

student clarify and claim their gifts, graces, and charisma for 

Christian SERVICE in the world, and to develop with each student 

a practical plan for responding to God's CALLING for their life journey.  During this week the students will be 

engaged in the classroom, serving in the community and participating in worship and reflection.  This 

experience is offered at a fee of $115 per student.  For more information, contact OWU at explore@owu.edu, 

or call 740-368-3091.  

HEY THREE RIVERS YOUTH LEADERS 
 

We are starting a Three Rivers Youth Leader’s Network group. Other districts are currently following this 

format and it has been a great way for youth leaders around the districts to connect with one another. Our 

aim is to create a way for us to connect, network, share ideas and resources, support each other in our 

struggles or successes and just get to know one another! We will hold informal gatherings every month or 

two in different locations around the district.  If you are interested in being part of this, please let me know! 

We will be planning our first get-together soon!  
 

Next month I will be sending out information on how students can apply to  

represent our district on the Conference Council of Youth Ministries (CCYM) 

and Youth Annual Conference (YAC June 9-11, 2017) at Lakeside.   

We would love to have an even bigger group this year from Three Rivers!  

Registration:  $40 ( Early Bird)  $50 (April 5 - May 25); Walk-Ins: $70 (t-shirt not guaranteed).  

Food package: $32 per person for 4 meals (Friday dinner option available) Accommodations: Housing fills 

up quickly, don’t wait! Contact me, call Lakeside Housing (419-798-4461 x 230) or visit the YAC website 

at http://www.eocumc.com/yac/ 
 

If there is any way I can help you with your awesome youth ministries let me know! I would be glad to 

come and meet with you over a cup of coffee and chat about the joys of student ministry!! If you have any 

youth events you would like shared with this group, send me the info!  Many Blessings, 

Chasity Opphile,   Three Rivers District Youth Coordinator 

bokuvu@yahoo.com 

https://uevent.com/registration/?a=info
mailto:explore@owu.edu
http://www.eocumc.com/yac/
mailto:bokuvu@yahoo.com
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We had an awesome time at our first Sticky Faith retreat in October and we are hoping for an equally 
awesome time for round two! RSVP Chasity an approximate number of students and adults by April 21st. 
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THREE RIVERS DISTRICT UMW SPRING MEETING REGISTRATION FORM  
Program/Speakers, Book Reviews & Resource Room, 

 Fellowship/Lunch, Mission Today, & Awards 
Please have one person register for your Unit.  
 REGISTRATION DEADLINE: March 20, 2017 

SEND TO:  Martha Stuller 1 Fairway Dr, Mt. Vernon, OH 43050  
Registration Fee:  $7.00 with lunch   

Make checks payable to:  Three Rivers District UM Women 
 

Church Name _______________________________    Church Phone ____________________________ 

 

Person Making Reservations _____________________            Phone _____________________________ 

We’ll pay for teens and young women under age 23 to attend.  Indicate names and ages to register them with "free" under amount. 
 
Please list any dietary restrictions that any of your team members may have. ________________________________________ 
 
 

Name of Registrants           Amount 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Total participants   Total Amount 
Enclosed 

 

 

GOD'S GIFT OF GRACE 
 

Three Rivers District UMW Spring Meeting 

Saturday, April 1, 2017 
  

Danville UMC  (408 S. Market St, * 43014) 
Directions:  Take US 62 North off US 36 near Millwood 

Registration beginning at 8:30 with refreshments. 
Resource Room will be open at this time 

Music starts at 9:10 a.m.. 
Speaker Rev. Lauren Miller (Gay St UMC) 
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MARCH 2017 

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

Open House for Jessica Vargo 
March 12  (2 - 4p) @ North Canton Faith UMC, 

300 9th St, NW, North Canton, 44720. 
Celebrating 15 years of service as EOC Treasurer  

& Director of Administrative Services.  
 A short program will be at 2:30 pm.  

Cards for Jessica may be sent to the EOC 
Treasurer’s Office: PO 2800, North Canton,  44720. 

1 
Ash 

Wednesday 

2 3 4 

5 
 

6 
 

7 

 

8 9 
 

10 
Lay Training 
Basic Only 

Friday 
7-9p  

 

11 

Lay Training 
All Classes 

8a-4p 
Millersburg 

12 
 

VARGO 
OPEN HOUSE 

2-4p 
 

Daylight 
Savings 

13 
 

DS out of 
office for 
ARAP Mtg 

14 
 

15 16  

District 
Finance Mtg 

@ 3p 

17 
 

18 

19 20 21 22 
 

23 24 25 
dCOM 
interviews 

26 27 28 
 

29 30  

Audits 
Due 

 

31 
Project 3:12 
Application 

Deadline 

 

 

CABINET 

CABINET  

Volunteer in Mission Trip to Lumber Bridge, NC 

Youth Leaders Network 
"Telling Your Story" 
Speaker: Brad Fiscus 
Fri @ 6p until Sat. 5p 
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APRIL 2017 

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

“The gifts of the Master are these: freedom, life, hope, new direction, transformation, and 
intimacy with God. If the cross was the end of the story, we would have no hope. But the cross 
isn't the end. Jesus didn't escape from death; he conquered it and opened the way to heaven 
for all who will dare to believe. The truth of this moment, if we let it sweep over us, is stunning. 
It means Jesus really is who he claimed to be, we are really as lost as he said we are, and he 
really is the only way for us to intimately and spiritually connect with God again.”  

― Steven James (award-winning novelist) 

1 
District UMW 

Spring 
Meeting 

 @ Danville 
8:30a - 1p 

2 
 

3 4 

 

5 6 
 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
Palm Sunday 

10 

 

11 
Mission & 

Ministry Mtg 
to review 

Project 3:12 
applications 

3:00 p.m. 

12 13 

 
14 

Good 
Friday 
Office 
Closed 

15 

16 
 

 

17 18 
PAUMCS 

Spring Mtg at 
Oak Chapel, 

Wooster 

19 
 

20 
Compass 
Leaders 
Training 

10:30 a.m. at 
district office 

21 22 
 

23  

TR District 
Spring Conf  
at Grace UMC 
@ 3p 

24 25 
 

26 27 28 
 
TR District 
Youth 
Fri 7p --Sat 7p 

29 
  
STICKY YOUTH 
RETREAT at  
Mt. Vernon 
Gay St UMC 

30 Meetings & Important Dates: 
 Superintendency Committee Meeting:  Tues, May 2 from 5-7p  

 District Clergy Gathering with Dr. Call, Wed, May 24 from 9a-noon at Roscoe UMC 

 Annual Conference  is June 11-15.  If you do not receive your housing packet, contact Joy 

CABINET 

CABINET  
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3:12 PROJECTS: NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS     

Applications are being accepted (deadline is March 31) for homes to be considered for our 2017 project.  

Project 3:12 is 3 Rivers Volunteers for 1 day coming 2gether doing outreach and ministry.  We will focus on the 

3R's (Reach out in love, Rebuild homes and lives, Restore hope through relationship) stemming from the 

message found in 1 Thessalonians 3:12 "And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 

another and for all people."   The work team will do minor repair projects for homeowners who reside in the 

Three Rivers District who could not otherwise afford them.    
 

Homeowner applications are available at the office or on the district 

website. If you know someone in your community that would benefit from 

this act of love and service, please share the information with them.  Cost 

for volunteers is $15/person to cover liability insurance which is required.  

Learn more  and download an volunteer application on the website.  
 

Last year we had six families that requested help but we only had enough volunteers to complete four of the 

projects.  We are anticipating more projects this year, so  prayerful consider being a part of this meaningful 

outreach.  
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