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FROM THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 
 

A few weeks ago I visited a church on Sunday morning where the second hymn of the day 
was “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult.” As I was singing, my mind took me back fifty years to 
a time when I was sitting in church with my grandparents singing that same hymn. Now 
some people would be bothered by the fact that the church is singing the same song fifty 
years later. Not me. In fact, I’m not bothered that this hymn was written 164 years ago by 
Cecil Frances Alexander (with the current tune of it being composed 22 years later in 1874 

by William H. Jude). Instead I found great comfort in knowing that I was “singing the same faith” that my 
grandparents knew (and possibly their grandparents before them!). A flood of nostalgia washed over me filling 
me with warm memories, but what was even more meaningful was being reminded that the same Jesus who 
called them “o’er the tumult of our life’s wild restless seas” is the same Jesus who continues to call me and 
others.  “Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying, ‘Christian, follow me.’” 
 

Later in that very same service the congregation sang a much more contemporary closing song that was new 
to me: “More Like You” by Scott Wesley Brown. (If you don’t know this song, I encourage you to look it up in 
The Faith We Sing hymnal, #2167, or google it.) As I sang its words, I was able to sing my faith in a new way, 
asking Jesus to “fill my heart with your desire to make me more like you.” The words of the song enabled me 
to ask Jesus anew to “draw me in [his] presence, lead me in [his] ways.” I was reminded that “all my deepest 
sins have forever been erased” in his grace. I was able to express that “I long to bring [him] glory in 
righteousness and praise.”  
 

Two different songs from two different eras. Is one better than the other? No. Each conveys the faith that I 
hold dear. Each reminded me of my calling to live in this world as Jesus would want me to live, with an eye on 
a better kind of world where the ways of Jesus reign. It doesn’t matter what style of music resonates with you, 
so long as it enables you to offer praise and worship to God. Our faith is timeless. 
 

 
KEN WILLARD COMING TO THREE RIVERS DISTRICT & EAST OHIO 

Ken Willard,  using his businesses management and 
leadership skills, has translated them into several 
Christ-centered books including the Healthy Church 
Initiative curriculum that helps churches recognizes 

their strengths and weakness in order to create vital congregations.  As a certified 
church consultant and Christian leadership coach, he shares ways to develop 
discipleship and mission-minded strategy by encouraging and equipping leaders within 
the church body with passion to expand God's kingdom.   Mr. Willard will be in East 
Ohio the last weekend in October conducting seminars as described  on the next page. 

              

 
              
 Three Rivers Current                      

A Publication of Three Rivers District Union                
of the United Methodist Church 

Three Rivers Current                      
A Publication of Three Rivers District Union                

of the United Methodist Church 

                                                                                       OCTOBER 2016  
     

 www.eocumc.com/threerivers Issue IX, Vol 12   Editor: Joy Snyder 

http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/vim.html


           2 
 

THREE RIVERS -- HAVE YOU REGISTERED YET?      STRATEGIC MINISTRY PLANNING  
 

Saturday, October 29  (9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.) 
Roscoe UMC in Coshocton  
An intentional process to connect the activities of the church to God's 
plan and vision for your local ministry.  This seminar is designed to help 
you be more intentional about your church vision.  Healthy organizations 
need to focus on strategic planning.  The cost is $20 first registrant, $15 
for each additional member of same church (inc. workbook & snacks).   
Flyer/Registration Form on Website. Register by October 14 
 
Ken Willard will focus on these areas from strategic planning for your 
church and equipping your leadership. 

• Prayer - the foundation, the focus of the church and prayer-walking the community 
• Church Life Cycles - understanding where the church is now and how to best launch a new life cycle 
• Theology of Change - not conformation but transformation 
• Core Values - the constant, passionate, biblical core beliefs which drive our ministry 
• Mission - a broad, brief, biblical statement of what the ministry is supposed to be doing 
• Managing Conflict -, little troubles can become lethally toxic 
• Vision  & Goals- tangible measurements of where God is calling us to go and what to do. 

 
 

TIME MANAGEMENT FOR THE CHRISTIAN LEADER – SEMINAR  
 

Thursday Oct. 27 at Camp Wanake 9463 Manchester Ave. SW Beach City,  44608 
Friday, Oct. 28 at the East Ohio Area Center- 8800 Cleveland Ave. NW,  North Canton,   
 

There's nothing we can do to add more hours to the day, so we’ve got to find a way to use 
our time more effectively and efficiently.   Abingdon Press author Ken Willard will take us 
through some of the key concepts from his book. Choose between two dates and locations 
listed above.  Sessions run from  9:30am - 4pm.  This interactive seminar will cover areas 
such as strategic & personal planning, prioritizing & productivity. Additionally there will 
instruction on how to replace (not remove) bad habits.  The cost for this event is $10 per person which covers 
materials for the workshop and lunch.  To register contact Kelly Brown  kbrown@eocumc.com 
 

 

REDUCE YOUR TAXES WITH CHARITABLE IRA GIFTS 
Did you know that you can reduce your taxes by making a gift from your IRA to charity? An IRA rollover is a 
simple and easy way for you to use your IRA to help us fulfill our mission. Congress has reauthorized the 
IRA charitable rollover. This means that if you are 70½ or older you can make a charitable gift of up 
to $100,000 from your IRA. Your gift will qualify for your required minimum distribution and you will not have 
to pay federal income tax on the amount given from your IRA to charity. To make an IRA rollover gift, 
simply contact your custodian and request that an amount be transferred.  Your gift can be in any amount. 
Contact Brian Sheetz at the East Ohio Conference United Methodist Foundation (800-300-3972 x 152) to learn 
more about how you can redirect unneeded IRA income to your church in order to help further the mission of 
making disciples for Christ while also experiencing tax savings this year.  

http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/events-district.html
mailto:kbrown@eocumc.com
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 Rooted:  Clergy Spouse Retreat  
 

Connected in Christ; Connected with Each Other 
 

October 14 & 15 in  Canonsburg, PA   
 

Cost ranges between $45-$175 depending on length of stay/accommodations. Contact 
district office or Sue Call if interested in carpooling.  If you did not receive you brochure in the mail, please  
contact the district office or click here to view brochure and download registration form

******************************************************************************************************** 
 

Fall-for-All Clergy Retreat: Where Do We Go from Here? 
November 14, 15, 16, 2016 

 

Featured Speaker: Dr. Paul W. Chilcote, 
 

The Carlisle Inn at Sugarcreek (1357 Old Route 39,  Sugarcreek, OH 44681) 
All Clergy Are Invited--Students through Retirees!  Elders, Deacons, and Licensed Local Pastors 

 

View brochure and schedule.  Registration Due: October 14.  Registration online or through the district office.  
 

******************************************************************************************************** 

WOMEN'S RETREAT AT SALT FORK LODGE 
 

Christ UMC is hosting an overnight retreat/Bible Study at Salt Fork 
Lodge.  One of the greatest challenges for women in our culture is taking 
time to cease from all the activities and just breathe.  By neglecting time 
for tranquility we limit our Christ-likeness and possibly miss out on some 
of God's gifts.  If you are weary, worn-out, and exhausted, then the 
concept of Sabbath will change your life.  This theme is the focus of the  
"Breathe" video study from Priscilla Shirer.  Join us as we develop 
friendships, worship, pray and study God's word on the subject of 
maintaining a Sabbath in the midst of our busy lifestyles.  The cost is $120/person with 2 ladies/room;  
$90/person = 4 ladies/ room; or $55/person without overnight stay.  The price includes all retreat session and 
materials, refreshments and meals on Saturday.  For more info contact Chasity Opphile at 740-498-8134  
Registration must be received by October 16 with full payment. 
 

         November 4 from 7-10p  
 Newcomerstown Christ UMC 

648 Oak St, * 43832 
 

 

In the past 4 years near 120 students have given their hearts to Jesus during ENERGIZE Worship.  Last year 
around 140 students attended.  Please lift this event up in prayer that many more students will encounter the 
love of God. Following an energizing worship service on Saturday, November 4, there will be an EPIC After-
Party with Bubble Soccer, and Karaoke. Fun snacks include "Make-Your-Own Mac & Cheese" and "Make-Your-
Own Pie."  Door prizes and lots of fun is waiting for any who attend this free uplifting youth event.  If you 
would like to make a donation to help fund this event or have questions contact Chasity. 

mailto:scall@sbcglobal.net
https://calendarwiz.s3.amazonaws.com/30979/2016-clergy-spouse-retreat_final.pdf
http://www.hotelsone.com/sugarcreek-hotels-us/carlisle-inn-sugarcreek.html?q=start:2016-07-19;end:2016-07-20;rmcnf:1%5b2,0%5d;rad:29;dsti:183810;dstt:1;dsts:Sugarcreek;sort:0_desc;frm:1;cur:USD;
https://calendarwiz.s3.amazonaws.com/30979/fallforallclergyretreat_16.pdf
https://calendarwiz.s3.amazonaws.com/30979/fallforallclergyretreat_16.pdf
http://www.lifeway.com/n/Product-Family/Breathe
mailto:bokuvu@yahoo.com
mailto:bokuvu@yahoo.com
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Youth (6th-12th grade) will learn how to make their faith stick through all stages of life and circumstances at 
the district youth overnight/fall retreat on October 7 & 8 at Camp Zimmerman (10397 Williams Rd SW, 
Gnadenhutten, 44629) The cost is $10 per student which includes meals, accommodations and materials.   
Each student should bring an emergency medical form, a Bible, a snack to share, sleeping bag/bedding, 
toiletries, a flashlight, and clothes/shoes appropriate for outdoor activities.  For information contact Chasity, 
at 740-498-8134. Leaders please RSVP  the number of youth and adults expected to attend by October 2nd. 

 
 
 

OCTOBER 6 IS BRING YOUR BIBLE TO SCHOOL DAY 
LEARN MORE AT FOCUS ON THE FAMILY 

 
 
SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR  3:12 PROJECTS   
 

Two remaining projects need volunteers before the end of fall season.  One requires skilled carpentry and 
plumbing, the other is a small ramp for a riding mower.  Please contact the district office if you or anyone in 
your church would be interested in helping with these projects.    What is a 3:12 Project?   It is a one day work-
mission focusing on the 3R's (Reach out in love, Rebuild homes and lives, Restore hope through relationships) 

stemming from 1 Thessalonians 3:12 "And may the Lord make you increase 
and abound in love for one another and for all people"   How old do you 
have to be?  You must be in the 7th grade or 12 and older. One adult must 
accompany every five youth (18 and under).  Where can I get more 
information?  Visit our website or contact John Hill or the district office. 
 

 
"The flooding of June 23 left in its wake more than 4,000 homes and 
businesses damaged or destroyed and at least 1,800 West Virginians 
without a home.  500,000 people were without power in the aftermath 
of the storm, 14 water treatment stations were damaged and road and 
bridge repairs are estimated to be in the neighborhood of $46 million 
dollars. All of this in a state with 1.8 million residents." Pictured is 
Brawley Chapel in the WVC.  Read More & view photos   
[West Virginia Conference website posted July 13, 2016, by Rev. Deborah Coble ]   
 

 

WEST VIRGINIA DISASTER REPONSE 
A team of East Ohio volunteers will be travelling to West Virginia October 23 - 28, 2016.  If you are 
interested in serving on this trip, please contact  Jason Frazer at 740-627-7269.    

mailto:bokuvu@yahoo.com
http://www.bringyourbible.org/
http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/forms.html
mailto:keenebounder@roadrunner.com
mailto:3riversdist@sbcglobal.net
http://wvumc.org/Blog/July-2016/Flood-Disaster-Report
mailto:jasonfrazermtv@gmail.com
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4 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SMALL TOWNS & BIG CITIES (Part 2 of 4)   
 

Factor #1: Religious Non-Christians 
 

Not many people in small towns are atheists, Muslim, or new agers. Instead, small towns tend to be loaded 
with religious non-Christians. They may not go to church very often, but they generally believe that God 
exists and the Bible probably has something to say about him. Small towns tend to attract and retain people 
who are more traditional in their outlook on life compared to those in larger cities. 
 

Religious non-Christians are generally receptive to talking about God and church, but it’s fair to say that they 
are also inoculated against the gospel. When a person is inoculated they receive a vaccine that is a weak 
strain of a virus. The body’s immune system then proceeds to adapt so 
that when it comes in contact with the real strain of the virus, it can easily 
fight it off.  Similarly, religious non-Christians grow up in churches that 
give them a weak strain of the gospel, wherein they build up an 
immunity to the real gospel. Conversations with them about the gospel 
and their faith often end with them nodding their head in agreement with 
everything you say, even though they don’t truly understand.   
 

Practical Advice 
Mission can never be done in the absence of prayer, but you’ll especially realize this when you’re on mission 
to religious non-Christians in a small town. Patience, taking a long-term approach to mission, is important. 
You won’t typically see many “microwave” conversions among religious non-Christians; instead, you’ll 
usually see “crockpot” conversions because it typically takes a long time for them to realize they have a 
weak strain of the gospel.  But take heart, because the Holy Spirit is sovereign over the crockpot! This is why 
it’s wise to avoid relying too much on short presentations of the gospel. More often than not, mission among 
religious non-Christians takes extended examinations of the lordship of Christ and the nature of the gospel 
before those concepts start to click in a meaningful way. This is why you should consider inviting people to 
your church, your small group, or to go through an extended one-on-one (or couples) evangelistic Bible study. 
 

People are often starving for a place to belong before they believe. This belonging kind of environment 
should be a safe place for religious non-Christians to enter into community and see how their weak strain of 
the gospel contrasts with the power and abundant life of the true gospel. 
 

Religious non-Christians also tend to have a high regard for the Bible. That’s why they’re generally not 
freaked out by opening the Bible at church, reading it in small group, or talking about it casually. However, 
even though they have a high regard for the Bible, the vast majority of them don’t know what it says because 
they’ve rarely been encouraged to read it for themselves. Therefore, don’t be afraid to conversationally use 
Scripture to discuss the gospel and faith. You’ll be surprised at how effective this is! 
 

Editor's Note:   This is the Part 2 of a 4 part series that are excerpts from Aaron Morrow's book, Small Town 
Mission.  Mr. Morrow is one of the pastors of River City Church in Dubuque, Iowa and is associated with M.A. 
Moody Bible Institute. Next month's focus will be on Factors # 2 & 3: Change and Conformity  & Reputations 
are Hard to Shake.   http://gcdiscipleship.com/2016/07/31/4-differences-between-small-towns-and-big-cities/  

http://gcdiscipleship.com/2016/07/31/4-differences-between-small-towns-and-big-cities/
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OCTOBER 2016   **CC = Clergy Consults with the DS 
  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 3         **CC 4        **CC 
SPRC Mtg 
@ Otsego 

Adamsville@ 6p 
Trinway & 

Prospect @ 7p 
Otsego & Bethel  

@ 8p 

5        **CC 6     **CC 
 

BRING YOUR 
BIBLE TO 

SCHOOL DAY 
Charge 

Conference @ 
Danville @ 7p 

7 
Sticky Faith 

District Youth 
Overnight 

Retreat 
see details on pg 3 

8 
 
 

Charge  
Conf @ 

Freeport 
 @ 9:30a 

9 10    **CC 11 12 13 
Lay Committee 
Mtg At District 
Office at 6:30p 

14 
 
 
 
dCOM 
Training  
w/ Conf Bd 

15 
 
 

 
Charge Conf 
 @ Brandon 

@ 9:30a 

16 
 

Laity 
Sunday 

17 
 

Charge 
Conference  

@ Gay St 
@ 7p 

18   **CC 19     **CC 
 

Charge 
Conf @ West 
Lafayette @ 

7p 

20     **CC 
 

Charge 
Conference 

@ Loudonville 
@ 7p 

21 22 

23 24    **CC 25    **CC 
 

Charge 
Conference  

@ Coshocton 
Grace @ 7p 

26     **CC 27     
dCOM 

Interviews 
Charge 

Conference 
@  Millersburg 

@ 7p 

28 
 

29 
Strategic 
Ministry 
Planning 

Workshop at 
Roscoe UMC 

(see pg 2) 

30 31   Did you know that John Wesley rode far enough on horseback to circle the earth  
  10 times.  He rode 250,000 miles! He was convinced that it was important for  
  him personally to spread the gospel through relationships and continue to  
  grow closer to God in those relationships. Asked if he would consider walking 
  instead of riding, he replied, “Nay.”  Interestingly though, we do not know the 
  name of Wesley's horse.  Want to read more about our history as United 
Methodists?  Global Ministries offers many of Wesley’s writings and sermons online 

CABINET 

Clergy Spouse 
Retreat in PA 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/history
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/history
http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/John-Wesley-Sermons/Title-Index
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NOVEMBER 2016   
  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Colossians 3:17 ESV 
 

And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

1        
 

 

2 
 

3 4 
Energize 

Youth Rally 

5 

6 7 
Charge 

Conference  
@ Kimbolton 

@ 7p 

8 

 
9 

Charge 
Conference 
@ Warsaw 

@ 7p 

10 
 

11 
 

12 

Charge 
Conference 

@ Adamsville 
@ 9:30 a.m. 

13 14 
Charge 

Conference @ 
Fredericktown 

@ 7p 

15 
Leadership 
Committee 
Mtg @ 3p 

16 17 
 

18 19 
Mt. V. Gay St 

UMW Spiritual 
Retreat with 
Valeria Stultz 

2-4p 

20 21 22 23 24 
We Are 
Blessed! 
HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 

25 
Office 
Closed 

26 

27 28 

 
29 30 

DS Out of 
the Office 

SAVE THE DATES: 
• December 3 (noon - 1:30p) 

TR Clergy Family Christmas Party 
• December 6 at 5p  

Superintendency Meeting 
• January 21, 2017 (NEW DATE)  

TR District Leadership Event 

 

CABINET 
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THREE RIVERS CLERGY HEALTH CHALLENGE ... GET READY, SET, GO! 
 

It's time to get in shape! October 3rd is the kick-off date for the Three Rivers Clergy 
Health Challenge. Pastors should have received the information on how to record 
your points in each of the categories and submit your weekly score to the district 
office starting next week.   Visit the district website for the form and instructions 
or contact Joy at the office.  The challenge was given to our pastors but you may 
want to encourage your congregations or family members to try this as well.   

 

Fitness Tip: Physical activity can enhance weight loss, reduce body fat and increase muscle, which improves 
your ability to burn calories.   Being active reduces your risk of stroke. Everyday housework like vacuuming or 
washing windows helps you stay active.  Back pain can be managed with a fitness program that includes 
muscle strengthening and flexibility. Use hand weights, exercise bands or un-opened soup cans while you 
watch television or listen to music. A Nurses’ Health Study showed that women who walked four or more 
hours a week had 41% fewer hip fractures than those who walked less than one hour a week.  Use a 
pedometer for motivation, walk with a friend, go to the mall,  stand on your work break.  Just get moving! 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Permit # 74 
Coshocton, OH  

43812 

OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 

mailto:3riversdist@sbcglobal.net
http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/_pdf2016/TR_health_challenge.pdf
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