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From the DS  A Box of Tissues 
  Shane Stanford tells of an encounter at a department store in his book The Seven Next Words of Christ. 
  I summarize: My eye caught the attention of a short middle-aged woman who was trying to reach something — a box of tis-
sues was what she was looking for. I asked if I could help. She said, “I have called out several times for help to no avail. It has 
been like this all morning. I cannot get anyone to listen to me.” We talked a while longer and she told me of a marriage unravel-
ing, dysfunctional children and a life out of control. 
 When our conversation ended, I gave her my card and told her that I was the pastor of the UMC down the street. She said, “I 
guess sometimes God helps us to find things we don’t know we’re looking for.” 
 As we parted company, it struck me that she never got her box of tissues. 
  Throughout this season of Lent and Eastertide perhaps you will say like the woman in the story, “I guess 
sometimes God helps us find things we don’t know we’re looking for.” The article below about foster care 
may be one of many opportunities God is calling you to experience. 
 

Blessed Eastertide, 

Benita 

OhioGuidestone: Foster Care Services  
 Many of you may be aware of the work and relationship of OhioGuidestone to that of the United Methodist Church (UMC). 
Those who are not, I’d like to share where we are now and our vision for the future as it has to do with caring for children in the 
child welfare system.  
 OhioGuidestone began as the German Methodist Orphan Asylum in Berea, Ohio, in 1864. It later became known as the Berea 
Children’s Home. It has always been our goal to meet the needs of the community and as the needs grew, so did we. Through the 
outstanding partnership with the UMC and other concerned benefactors, OhioGuidestone is now in 7 counties with 13 offices 

throughout Ohio. Our primary goal remains the same  to go into the homes of clients meeting the needs where they are found. 
A major way that we share the vision of the early Methodist leaders is in caring for youth displaced by circumstance. The Foster 
Care Services at OhioGuidestone serve those needs by finding, training, and supporting families to care for children and youth 
with specialized therapeutic and medical needs.  
 According to the 2016 Annual Report of the Tuscarawas County Job and Family Services, “Increasingly, children removed are 
placed in a treatment facility or residential center rather than a traditional foster home. Only about 47% go to traditional foster 
homes. Children removed due to exceptional trauma need specialized treatment and care.” We know that children thrive in home-
like settings, when they are available, much more than residential centers. Today, the need for foster parents is overwhelming. The 
epidemic of drug abuse and addiction among parents in the area has led to a spike in the number of children taken into foster care.  
With that in mind, OhioGuidestone is reaching out to the UMC for help informing your members about our Foster Care Program. 
We believe that there are people in your congregations who have a calling for parenting children who need “shelter” from the 
storms of life. It may only be a few families who actually become foster parents, but the strength of the church is in community. 
There will be many more who can surround them as support and extended “family.” Together with our experience and expertise, 
we can change the trajectory of a child’s life.  
 How can you help? Invite us in. We are available to speak to ministries, committees, and groups to share the process of becom-
ing licensed foster parents and how OhioGuidestone is uniquely equipped to prepare families for this challenging commitment.  
 Mention us. A reference in the bulletin would go far in introducing us to your membership. We can provide you with yard 
signs, fliers, or brochures to make our contact information available to those interested in receiving more information. 
 How can we help you? We welcome you to take advantage of our services. By allowing us to use your facilities for training, 
we would welcome your members to access some of our services, such as mental health counseling, addiction-related services, as 
well as our specialized parenting training, typically reserved for our foster parents. 
 Together we can change the future direction of a youth’s life and embrace the families in your congregations as one of our 
own! 

 

 Jeff Willis, Foster Care Recruiter and Trainer for OhioGuidestone 



Like Us on Facebook 
 The Tuscarawas District is now on Facebook. 
If you or your church is on Facebook, please like 
the district’s page at www.facebook.com/
TuscarawasDistrict1/ to receive current events, news and 
more! 
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April 
2   Church visit 
3   Compass Group Facilitator’s meeting, 10:30 AM 
4-6   Cabinet 
9   Church visit 
10-12 Office 
12   Superintendency Committee conference call, 6:30 PM 
14   Good Friday, office closed  
16   Easter Sunday, church visit 
18   Seminary visit, MTSO 
19-20 Office 
20   DCOM meeting, 1:00 PM 
21   Confirmation Banquet, New Philadelphia First UMC,  
   6:00 PM 
22   Tuscarawas District Spring Conference & Leadership 

  Training, Union Avenue UMC, 9:00 AM 
23   Church visit 
24   Office 
25-27 Cabinet 
30   Church visit 

Passing on to life triumphant 
 Diane Metzger, surviving spouse of Rev. Keith Metzger, 

on March 1, 2017. 

 Merriel R. Burkhead, retired elder, on March 11, 2017. 

Spring Conference/
Leadership Training  
 The Tuscarawas District Spring Conference and Leader-
ship Training will be held on Saturday, April 22, from 9:00 
AM - 12:30 PM at Union Avenue UMC in Alliance. Check-in 
and refreshments begin at 8:00 AM. 
 The theme of this year’s Leadership Training is Evange-
lism: An Engagement with the Culture. Tracy Malone, ap-
pointed Bishop to the East Ohio Con-
ference will be the keynote speaker. 
She was district superintendent of the 
Chicago Southern Region, and dean 
of the Northern Illinois Conference 
Cabinet, when she was elected to the 
Episcopacy. Prior to that appointment, 
Malone served several different 
churches, the last of which was Gary 
United Methodist Church in Wheaton, 
Illinois, where she was senior pastor. 
She currently serves as president of 
the General Commission on the Status 
and Role of Women, and is a member of the Board of Trus-
tees at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. As resident 
bishop, she also serves on the Boards of Trustees at our Unit-
ed Methodist-affiliated colleges, seminaries and organizations 
in East Ohio.  
 Speaking on specific modes of engagement will be Rev. 
Kelly Brown and Kaye Wolfinger, with a special introduction 
of the new conference director of Multicultural Vitality, Will 
Jones. 
 To register for the Tuscarawas District Spring Conference 
and Leadership Training visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
tuscarawas-district-spring-conference-leadership-event-tickets-
33089996069. The cost is $5.00 per person. 

District Camperships 
 District Campership letters and applications have been sent 
to all of the district churches. You may also find them on the 
district website. The applications are due to Stephanie at the 
district office by May 1, 2017. 

2016 Audits were due 

March 31. Please submit 

them to the District Office 

as soon as possible if you 

haven’t done so already. 

Friendly Reminder 
 Payments for the first year of the District Mission Project 
(Paraguay School and Sierra Leone) voted on at last year’s 
District Spring Conference are due June 1, 2017. If you have 
any questions, call Stephanie at the district office. 

https://www.facebook.com/TuscarawasDistrict1/
https://www.facebook.com/TuscarawasDistrict1/
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas/
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tuscarawas-district-spring-conference-leadership-event-tickets-33089996069?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tuscarawas-district-spring-conference-leadership-event-tickets-33089996069?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tuscarawas-district-spring-conference-leadership-event-tickets-33089996069?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
http://eocumc.com/tuscarawas/district-forms.html
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Mission Guatemala: A Ministry Spotlight 
 John Wesley was attributed to saying, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 
places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” This is a quote that Mission Guatemala 
lives by.  
 Mission Guatemala was started by Rev. Tom Heaton in 2009, and is a Methodist-related 501(c)3 non-profit organization that 
operates a clinic and a preschool feeding program in San Andrés Semetabaj, Guatemala. Tom is a United Methodist elder in the 
Indiana Conference and has two sons he adopted from Guatemala. Currently, Mission Guatemala not only has a medical clinic, 
but also an optometrist and dentist on staff for those in need.  
 Guatemala is one of the poorest countries in the western hemisphere, ranking fourth in the world for child malnutrition. Mis-
sion Guatemala is working with parents of several communities to provide students with a healthy and nutritious lunch at their 
school. Each child also receives a vitamin tablet every day. 
 Mission Guatemala discerns new projects it can start in the San Andrés area to help improve the quality of life for its indige-
nous people. They work with mission teams from the United States to help make this happen. I had the wonderful opportunity of 
being on one of these teams this past February with my church, First United Methodist in New Philadelphia. Twenty-one of us, 
including my husband, Kevin, and thirteen year old daughter, Kaitlyn, arrived on a Saturday afternoon to the River House. The 
River House, owned by Mission Guatemala, accommodates up to two teams (maximum 50 people) during their stay.  
 We kept very busy during the week learning about the Mayan and Guatemalan cultures, as well as visiting other cities includ-
ing Chichicastenango, San Juan and Caliaj. A Mayan Spiritual Guide visited us one evening to share the Mayan customs and to 
perform a ceremony depicting the relationship between us and Mother Nature and its importance. It was very moving.  
 During the week we spent most of our time at the worksite. Our team continued the work on the expanded bathroom facility at 
an elementary school in the community of Caliaj Tecpan. Upon our arrival we were greeted with such love. The presence of God 
was surely in this place. The students gave us hugs and wanted us to sign our names in their notebooks so they knew who we 
were. Besides working on the actual project we had time each day to interact with the children playing soccer, basketball, volley-
ball and even a little jump rope and hula hoop. The smiles on their faces just warmed my heart and you could tell how appreciative 
they were. Saying goodbye was one of the hardest things we had to do that week. We all became a family: our team, the mission 
site workers, the children, our interpreters and the staff from Mission Guatemala. Thanks to Facebook and Instagram we have 
been able to stay in touch with our Guatemalan brothers and sisters. 
 If your church or small group is interested in an international mission trip I highly recommend partnering with Mission Guate-
mala. They are very detail-oriented and never miss a beat. Many of us from our team have already expressed an interest in going 
back. For more information, visit www.missionguatemala.org. Mission Guatemala is part of The Advance of the Global Ministries 
of the United Methodist Church. If you wish to donate to the mission visit http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-
for-Projects/Projects/3019214. One hundred percent of your donation goes directly to Mission Guatemala. 

 Stephanie Williams 
First United Methodist Church, New Philadelphia 

Tuscarawas District Office 

Photo credit: Max Oden 

http://www.missionguatemala.org
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/3019214
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/3019214
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Special Dates 
 Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 2 

 Palm Sunday/Sixth Sunday in Lent, April 9 

 Maundy/Holy Thursday, April 13 

 Good Friday, April 14 

 Holy Saturday/Easter Eve, April 15 

 Easter Sunday, April 16 

 Festival of God’s Creation, April 23 

 World Malaria Day, April 25 

 Native American Ministries Sunday, April 30 

April 22      District Spring Conference/Leadership Event 
          Union Avenue UMC, 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
 

May 28-June 3  Licensing School, Malone University 
 

May 6       UMW District Spring Meeting 
          Wilmot UMC, 9:30 AM-1:00 PM 
          Rev. Benita Rollins, keynote speaker 
 

June 9-11     Youth Annual Conference, Lakeside 
 

June 12-15    Annual Conference, Lakeside 
 

June 13      District Gathering at Annual Conference 
          Lakeside UMC, 5:30-7:00 PM 
 

July 21      One-day Mission U 
          Mount Union University 
 

July 21-23    Three-day Mission U 
          Mount Union University 
 

October 7     UMW District Fall Meeting 
          Greentown UMC, 9:30 AM-1:00 PM 

Theological Worlds 
 East Ohio CEF (Christians Engaged in Faith Formation) 
invite you to the April program, Theological Worlds, on April 
20, 9:30 AM, at the East Ohio Area Center, 8800 Cleveland 
Avenue NW in North Canton. 
 Presented by Rev. Dr. Lisa Withrow, Author W. Paul 
Jones’s Theological Worlds research provides an alternative 
to our polarized thinking about faith: conservative vs. liber-
al. He also explains in his writing how there are actually FIVE 
different theological worldviews instead of two. These varied 
understandings about how we approach faith and the life of 
the church help leaders navigate conflict, languages of faith 
and differences in what people find meaningful in their Chris-
tian lives.  
 Lisa Withrow will unpack this work in light of the congre-
gations we engage with today by helping participants identify 
their own theological worlds, and the worldviews of those 
whom they serve. Lively presentation and discussion will be 
the order of the day. 

Youth Pastor Needed 
 Dueber United Methodist Church located in Canton, Ohio, 
is seeking a part time Youth Pastor. Applicant must be able to 
work in a culturally diverse setting. Duties include the follow-
ing: 
- Attend Monday morning staff meetings and education com-
mittee meetings 
- Prepare and present ministry for the youth on Wednesday 
nights 
- Prepare one youth event a month 
- Participation in the 11:11 service as part of the worship team 
and in other worship services as directed by Senior Pastor 
- Participate in other church-sponsored activities as required 
 Interested individuals should send their résumé including 
experience, education and references to debK@dueber.org. 

UM Historical Society’s 
Annual Meeting 
 The United Methodist Historical Society of Ohio will hold 
its spring 2017 Convocation and Annual Meeting on April 22 
at Trinity United Methodist Church, 200 N. Summit St., 
Bowling Green, Ohio. The theme will be Celebrating Women 
of Courage, Character, and Commitment in the United Meth-
odist Church and will include sessions of interest to local 
church historians. The society encourages church historians, 
pastors, local churches, and other interested persons to join 
and attend this annual event. The UMHSO spring 2017 news-
letter which includes a membership/registration form and a 
detailed schedule is at http://www.umhso.org/Newsletter-
Winter. 

Clergy Spouse Breakfast 
and Fellowship 
 The Clergy Spouse Breakfast and Fellowship is scheduled 
for Wednesday, June 14, 9:00-11:00 AM at Wesley Lodge 
during Annual Conference at Lakeside. There is no need to 
RSVP; just show up! 
 This year’s breakfast menu consists of scrambled eggs, 
meat, biscuits, Danish, muffins, whole fruit, dry cereal, yogurt, 
orange juice, milk, coffee and tea. During breakfast and a 
short greeting and singing time, visit The Marketplace. 
 For every clergy spouse who loves to craft, sew and bake, 
you are invited to bring your items to sell during the Clergy 
Spouse Breakfast and Fellowship. Tables will encircle the 
venue so don’t delay reserving a space. Ten tables/spaces will 
be available. Contact Elsa Court at elsacourt@twc.com or by 
calling (234) 401-9454. For those who reserve a table, set-up 
begins at 8:30 AM. Deadline to reserve a table is June 1. This 
is not a fundraiser; the proceeds will belong to the seller. 
 Childcare for children 18 months to 4th grade is available 
at Lakeside UMC for a donation. All clergy have received a 
Childcare Registration Form. To guarantee a spot for your 
child, register by May 15, at http://tinyurl.com/ChildCare17. 

District Youth Outing to 
SkyMax 
 Attention District Youth! Let your faith take flight at 
SkyMax Trampoline Arena on Sunday, May 7, 6:00-8:30 PM. 
There will be two hours of jumping followed by devotions. 
The cost is $10 per jumper and is to be paid at the door; ob-
servers are free. To RSVP, e-mail cfumc1@sssnet.com by 
May 1 with the name of the church, number of jumpers and 
observers. SkyMax Trampoline Arena is located at 7585 Free-
dom Avenue in North Canton.  

mailto:debK@dueber.org
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