
From the DS...You Decide  

 
 

Soren Kierkegaard tells the parable about a flock of geese. 
Each Sunday the geese would gather in the shade of the 
barn to hear the gander preach on the glorious destined of 
geese. 
 
They would hear a description week after week on how they 
were created to fly. Meanwhile the geese were getting 
more plump until at Christmas (Thanksgiving, Easter (my 
addition). They were eaten; having never experienced the 
exhilaration of real flight. They became too domesticated 
and did not fulfill their true purpose. 
 
Is there a Lent or Easter message for us in this parable? 
 
Similarly, there is a story that went around the conference 
many years ago that a pilot told the passengers, “This is 
your captain speaking, today we will be cruising at an alti-
tude of 30,000 feet, at a speed of 600 miles per hour. We 
will be serving breakfast over Canada and Greenland. We 
will take off as soon as I get my nerve up!” 
 
Is there a Lent or Easter message for us in this story for us? 
 
Friends, whatever the stories mean to you, they do not ulti-
mately define us. 
 
We belong to God. God is not through with any of us yet.  
Resurrection is the new order of the day; it will be consum-
mated. 
 
 

Resurrection Joy and Blessings,  
Benita  

 

District Superintendent’s 
Tentative Calendar  

1-2 Office 

3-6 BMCR 

7-11 Cabinet  

12  Out of Office 

13  Offsite Meetings 

14  Church Visit 

15-16 Office 

17-18 Out of Office 

19 Office Closed for Good Friday  

21  Church Visit 

22-23 Office 

24-26 Out of Office 

28  Korean Summit 

29  Office 

30 Cabinet 
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Coffee and Conversation 

Job Postings 
There are multiple positions available throughout Tuscarawas 
District. Please remember to check the classifieds on our web-
site at  www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas/classifieds 

• April 2-5, BMCR 

• April 27, TARRP Workshop 

• April 28,  Korean Summit 

• May 4,     Native American Kairos Blanket Exercise 

• May 5,   Native American Ministries Sunday 

Important Deadlines 
      

• 2018 Church Audits were due March 31, 2019. 
        All Churches required to submit an audit to the District   
    Office. 

• Clergy Assessment & Action Plan due May 1, 2019 
 

  
"Practically Honest" Podcast 
TO ALL OUR YOUTH (AND YOUNG AT HEART) 
The Regional Coordinators for EOC 
Young People's Ministry have been 
busy working with Kaye Wolfinger, 
Director of Young People's Minis-
try, to  create a unique training and 
connection opportunity for youth 
workers and parents of teens 
through a new podcast, Practically 
Honest. They share practical tips in 
an honest way to help navigate life and ministry with teens. 
Check it out!  https://eocyoungpeople.wordpress.com  
 

Not a youth but interested to know what those in that age 
category are thinking and praying about? Then tune into the 
podcast! You can listen online at the address above or find 
"Practically Honest" on iTunes Podcasts.  

Special Dates 
• April 7,     5th Sunday in Lent - Purple 

• April 14,  Passion/Palm Sunday - Purple or Red 

• April 15,  Monday of Holy Week - Purple, Red, or Scarlet 

• April 16,  Tuesday of Holy Week - Purple, Red, or Scarlet 

• April 17,  Wednesday of Holy Week - Purple, Red, or Scarlet 

• April 18,  Thursday of Holy Week - Purple, Red, or Scarlet 

• April 19,  Good Friday - No Color 

• April 21,  Easter Sunday - White or Gold 

• April 28,  2nd Sunday of Easter - White or Gold 

Coffee and Conversation 
Samantha’s Restaurant 
6307 Whipple Ave NW, North Canton OH 44720 
 

Attention Youth Leaders! Coffee and Conversation is 
held the first Friday of the month at Samantha’s from 
10-11:30 a.m.  
 

Come for conversation that encourages and equips 
those working in the local church with teens as well as 
hearing about district, conference, and national youth 
leader opportunities.  
 

Have questions? 
Call Char Messenger at (330) 268-4853 
Or email char@dueber.org 

District Camperships 
District Campership letters and  
applications have been sent to all of 
the district churches. You may also 
find them on the district website. 
The applications are due to 
Shawndelle at the district office by 
May 1, 2019. 

New Appointments 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone announces the following clergy  
appointments for the East Ohio Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, effective July 1, 2019: 
 

Don Ackerman (PL) - to Crossroads UMC 
Tom Fish (FE) - to Winfield UMC 
Matt Garrabrant (AM) - to Navarre Otterbein UMC 
Joyce Hoile (PL) - to Strasburg UMC 

Retirements 
Howard Humphress (FE) - Director, Pastoral Care 
Ralph Krall (FE) - Navarre Otterbein UMC 
Nancy Manner (FE) - Alliance Aldersgate UMC 
Bruce McLaughlin (FE) - Mt. Zion Community UMC 
Carolyn Nichols (PL) - Greentown UMC 
Joe Wright (RA) - Fairhope UMC 

Pie Your Youth Leader @ YAC 
Look for details on the Conference website soon. 
Start your fund-raising now! East Ohio  
Will be collecting donations at YAC 
For an opportunity to PIE YOUR  
YOUTH LEADER! Contact Letty 
at ldamian@eocumc.com for  
details. Cash & checks preferred,  
coins will also be accepted. 

http://www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas/classifieds
http://eocumc.com/tuscarawas/district-forms.html
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American Red Cross  
Volunteers Needed 
The American Red Cross is looking for volunteers to help install 
100,000 smoke detectors this spring.  Click on this link to learn 
more: https://volunteerconnection.redcross.org/?
nd=public_shift_listing&view_id=2&zip_code=44720 
 
 

Post General Conference  
Discussions Live Stream 

Bishop Malone led three Post General Conference Discussions 
earlier this month to provide a report on the proceedings of 
the Special Session of General Conference held in February. In 
total, there were over 1,200 clergy and laity from East Ohio in 
attendance between all three sessions.  
 

If you were unable to attend -- and/or would like to share with 
others -- please visit www.eocumc.com/eogc19/livestream  to 
access the archived live-stream video taken of the meeting at 
Strongsville UMC on Sunday, March 10th.  

Spiritual Directors Fellowship of 
the UMC of East Ohio Conference 
Invites You to Consider Spiritual Direction in Your Life 
Spiritual direction is the historic practice of sacred, one-on-one 
conversation that nurtures awareness of and response to 
God’s presence in your everyday life. As companions on the 
journey of faith, a trained spiritual director and their directee 
turn their attention toward the presence of God, the ultimate 
spiritual director of our lives. A spiritual director does not offer 
solutions to problems, but rather helps the directee to nurture 
spiritual practices that are most meaningful to them as they 
work toward a more balanced and meaningful spiritual 
life. Folks often meet on a monthly basis with their spiritual 
director, although more frequent meetings are possible.  
  

During your initial contact you will set an appointment. The 
appointment time usually lasts an hour. People meet with a 
Spiritual Director for a specific purpose, to complete a set of 
spiritual exercises or for faith exploration. Note: this is not the 
same as clinical or pastoral counseling. There is usually a fee. 
No one is turned away due to lack of funds. You may use your 
continuing education or reimbursable funds for your contribu-
tion to this ministry. 
  

In order to learn more about spiritual direction in East Ohio 
(including a listing of Certified Spiritual Directors), check out 
the East Ohio Pastoral Care tab on the EOC web page:  http://
www.eocumc.com/pastoralcare/spiritual-direction.html   

Seeking VBS Resources 
Real Hope UMC  is in search of resources (teacher’s guides, 
decorations, etc.) for the Cokesbury 2018 VBS "Rolling River 
Rampage” series. If you have items to loan/donate, please 
contact Rosemary Lare at 330-818-1013. 

GriefShare 
Dates: Wednesdays, March 13th – June 5th 
Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Place: Church of the Lakes room 214 
Cost: $20 (scholarships available) 
 
Description: If you have lost a loved one (spouse, child, parent, 
sibling, etc.) you may want to join us for this class. It is Biblically-
based program that delivers hope and support for those going 
through the grief process. 
 
To register for GriefShare please call the Church of the Lakes of-
fice at 330-499-8972. 

Annual Conference 2019 
East Ohio Annual Conference Housing Packets were mailed this week.  
If you do not receive a packet in the next week, and you are a Delegate to 
Annual Conference 2019, please contact Brenda Vaccaro at the Area  
Center,  vaccarb@eocumc.com, or  
330-499-3972 ext. 153. 

Visit the Annual Conference 
website to register for the  
session, see this year’s  
schedule, read about the  
speakers, learn about and register  
for special events, and more.  
www.eocumc.com/eoac19 

Like Us on Facebook 
 The Tuscarawas District is now on Facebook. 
If you or your church is on Facebook, please like 
the district’s page at www.facebook.com/
TuscarawasDistrictUMC/ to receive current events, news and 
more! 

Tuscarawas Ties 
Official Publication of the Tuscarawas District 

East Ohio Conference — The United Methodist Church 

 
Tuscarawas District Office 

3500 Cleveland Avenue NW, Canton, OH 44709 
Phone: (330) 492-7817 Fax: (330) 492-7818  

tuscdistoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas 

 

Send articles to Shawndelle Chester, Editor 
tuscdistoffice@gmail.com 

 

The Tuscarawas Ties is published monthly.  
Newsletter deadline is the 20th of the month. 

 

If you would like to be added to our e-mailing list, 
please send your name and e-mail to tuscdistoffice@gmail.com. 

 

Please send copies of your church newsletter to:  
3500 Cleveland Avenue NW, Canton, OH 44709 

 

Send items for the Tuscarawas District website to  
Shawndelle Chester, tuscdistoffice@gmail.com. 

https://volunteerconnection.redcross.org/?nd=public_shift_listing&view_id=2&zip_code=44720
https://volunteerconnection.redcross.org/?nd=public_shift_listing&view_id=2&zip_code=44720
http://www.eocumc.com/eogc19/livestream.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DYNY7MgxzUmtAP-qJIDf8oig1oamdvVU9Jbfmh4fNz7zd81kqj_svKS8zYV4g8HWvE-ULbI9hE1QukdWcYjRx2VoLT8BZB-jaodK98H0R7ckXrZw_UmRy7otuVpqD8VF4lMS0frC0SkL7ucG16pG3dUU4KQxbIAw0G89Ao7a9lDZukISZbewZzqGXHbY_w6&c=OqQCpXYhzOtRDceLSSwNvRL0csjZvPEF-
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DYNY7MgxzUmtAP-qJIDf8oig1oamdvVU9Jbfmh4fNz7zd81kqj_svKS8zYV4g8HWvE-ULbI9hE1QukdWcYjRx2VoLT8BZB-jaodK98H0R7ckXrZw_UmRy7otuVpqD8VF4lMS0frC0SkL7ucG16pG3dUU4KQxbIAw0G89Ao7a9lDZukISZbewZzqGXHbY_w6&c=OqQCpXYhzOtRDceLSSwNvRL0csjZvPEF-
http://www.eocumc.com/eoac19
https://www.facebook.com/TuscarawasDistrictUMC
https://www.facebook.com/TuscarawasDistrictUMC
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas/
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
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News From Lay Servant  
Ministries 
Welcome to our four new Lay Servants.  March 15th & 16th 
these four completed the Basic Lay Servant Course to begin 
their Lay Servant journey. Added to our numbers were – Diane 
Barker from Bolton UMC, Thomas Clift from Uhrichsville Grace 
UMC, Carl “Eddie” Courtney from North Industry UMC, and 
Beth Watson from Bolivar UMC.  Four other Lay Servants took 
the advanced Lay Servant Course on Heritage – Living Our Be-
liefs: The United Methodist Way.  We thank Susan Haddox for 
leading that advanced course. 
 
We are looking forward to our fall training which will happen 
on October 5, 2019.  The course being offered is about our 
church polity, called:  Life Together in the United Methodist 
Connection.  This course gives participants an overview of the 
structure and organization of the United Methodist Church.  
Rev. Steve Court, the Director of Connectional Ministries for 
the East Ohio Conference will be the instructor.  Anyone and 
everyone who is a member of the United Methodist Church 
should take this course.  Everyone is welcome.  It will count as 
an advanced course for those pursuing the Certified Lay Speak-
er tract or those seeking to become a Certified Lay Servant, or 
renewing their status as a Lay Servant.  Registration is in the 
process of being set up on Eventbrite.  Access Eventbrite at the 
Tuscarawas District or the East Ohio Conference websites. 
 
Any questions?  
 
Call or email: Gary Kreider 330-806-4648, or email  
gakreider@sssnet.com 
 
Stay under His Wings, 
 
Gary and Ann Kreider,  
Directors of Tuscarawas District Lay Servant Ministries 

News From The Media Center 
As the school year is com-
ing to an end things are 
slowing a bit here in the 
Media Center, but don't 
forget about us for the 
upcoming summer 
months. Now is the time 
to plan for VBS, or to use some of our old VBS kits for summer 
Sunday school, evening programs and more. Take advantage of 
our materials when your regular teachers are out of town!  

Feel free to stop in to use our viewing room and plan out the 
entire next year of small group studies, sometimes inspiration 
strikes when browsing the shelves. 

Again, thank you for partnering with us in ministry. You are 
doing important work and we are happy to assist you whenev-
er we can.  www.eocumc.com/media-center  

Blessings,  
Susan  
 
 
 

TARRP Workshop 
The members of TARRP, the Town and Rural Resource Pro-
gramming Consortium of East & West Ohio Conferences 
 

Invite Small Membership Church Members & Pastors to 
                        

ENVISION HOW YOUR LOCAL CHURCH CAN TRANSFORM YOUR 
COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD 
 

April 27, 2019, Pleasant Grove UMC, 400 Pleasant Grove Road, 
Zanesville, OH 43701 
 

Keynote Speaker: Bishop Tracy S. Malone,  Resident Bishop,  
East Ohio Conference 
 

For a registration form, and additional information, contact Jeff 
Ridenour  at 419-308-5678 or jeffridenour@outlook.com 
 
 

Disability Ministry 
The Disability Ministry Team of the Tuscarawas District of the 

United Method Church is looking for volunteers to help at a 

respite event for children who are on the Autism Spectrum. A 

respite event consists of a few hours of fun for the children 

and their siblings, in order to allow the parents some "time 

off". An event is being planned for the Mineral City area in the 

near future. If you have even the slightest interest, please 

email Pastor Linda at llslutz51@gmail.com. Also, if this could 

be posted in your church bulletin and newsletter, it would be 

appreciated.   

Lost and Found 
LOST - Dark brown, leather 8x10 portfolio folder. It has one 
pocket on the left and a notebook holder on the right. Contact 
the district office if you find this item. 

mailto:gakreider@sssnet.com
http://www.eocumc.com/media-center
mailto:llslutz51@gmail.com?subject=Disability%20Ministry%20Volunteer
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https://tuscgathering19.eventbrite.com/
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http://www.kairosblanketexercise.eventbrite.com/
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http://www.eocumc.com/yac
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http://www.youth2019.com/

