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From the DS  Stay Awake  
  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s commencement address at Oberlin College in 1965 was titled: Sleeping Through a Revolution. 
He said, “I am sure you remember the story from the pen of Washington Irving’s Rip Van Winkle. The striking fact is not that he 

slept for 20 years but that he slept through a revolution the American Revolution.” 

 Now, as Christians we have always been admonished to stay awake  keep vigilant, stay at our duty post, be the beacon during 
times of moral, social, economical, environmental and political upheavals. 
 My hope is that as you read the various articles in this newsletter you will find opportunities that will help you stay awake for 
justice and mercy sake as you participate in activities during Black History month, attend the Lenten Day Apart, provide camper-
ships, attend UMW and District Spring meetings and so much more. 
 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. closed his speech with these words: “Let us stand up. Let us be a concerned generation.” 
I say that as Christians, let's challenge each other to “stand out” and stay awake. Paul said it like this in Romans 13:11
(NRSV-the Green Bible): “Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep.” 

 The best of all  Stay Awake. 
 

 Benita 

A Lenten Day Apart for 
District Clergy 
 On Thursday, March 2, 2017, the 
district will sponsor a Lenten Day 
Apart for clergy at Magnolia UMC, 
999 Canal Street from 10:00 AM-
12:00 PM, with refreshments at 9:30 
AM. Dr. Paul Kim, Professor of He-
brew Bible in the Williams Chair of 
Biblical Studies at MTSO, will dis-
cuss the Psalms. 
 To register for this FREE  visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-
lenten-day-apart-tickets-31484005508 
by February 27, 2017. 

Spring Conference/
Leadership Training  
 The Tuscarawas District Spring Conference and Leader-
ship Training will be held on Saturday, April 22, from 9:00 
AM - 12:30 PM (location TBD).  
 This year’s Leadership Training keynote speaker will be 
Tracy S. Malone, appointed Bishop to the East Ohio Confer-
ence. She was district superintendent of the Chicago Southern 
Region, and dean of the Northern Illinois Conference Cabinet, 
when she was elected to the Episcopacy. Prior to that appoint-
ment, Malone served several different churches, the last of 
which was Gary United Methodist Church in Wheaton, Illi-
nois, where she was senior pastor.   
She currently serves as president of 
the General Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women, and is a 
member of the Board of Trustees at 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary. As resident bishop, she 
also serves on the Boards of Trus-
tees at our United Methodist-
affiliated colleges, seminaries and 
organizations in East Ohio.  
 More information will be re-
leased next month. 

District Training 
 Many attended the Tuscarawas District-sponsored training 
workshops in the areas of S/PPRC, Trustees and Finance on 
Saturday, January 21. A special thanks to Rev. Dr. Gary 
George, Rev. Barb Ross and District Superintendent Benita 
Rollins for leading these informative sessions. The guidelines 
for each committee, as well as new information, was shared. 
 Thank you to the attendees who contributed $159.45 to-
wards the Youth Service Fund. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-lenten-day-apart-tickets-31484005508
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-lenten-day-apart-tickets-31484005508
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District Superintendent’s 
Tentative Calendar 

Tuscarawas Ties 
Official Publication of the Tuscarawas District 

East Ohio Conference — The United Methodist Church 

 
Tuscarawas District Office 

3500 Cleveland Avenue NW, Canton, OH 44709 
Phone: (330) 492-7817 Fax: (330) 492-7818  

tuscdistoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas 

 

Send articles to Stephanie Williams, Editor 
tuscdistoffice@gmail.com 

 

The Tuscarawas Ties is published monthly.  
Newsletter deadline is the 20th of the month. 

 

If you would like to be added to our e-mailing list, 
please send your name and e-mail to tuscdistoffice@gmail.com. 

 

Please send copies of your church newsletter to:  
3500 Cleveland Avenue NW, Canton, OH 44709 

 

Send items for the Tuscarawas District website to  
Stephanie Williams, tuscdistoffice@gmail.com. 

February 
1-2   Office 
1   District Leadership/Nominations Committee meeting,  
   6:00 PM, District Office 
2   Meeting, 2:30 PM, Conference Office 
5   Church visit 
6-7   Office 
8-10  Cabinet, Conference Office 
12   Church visit 
13-16 Office 
13   Canton Calvary Mission Board Meeting, 6:00 PM 
16   dCOM meeting, 8:30 AM, District Office 
19   Church visit 
20-21 Office 
21   Religion & Race, 10:00 AM, Conference Office 
21   District Finance meeting, 1:30 PM, District Office 
22-24 Cabinet, Conference Office 
26   Church visit 
27-28 Office 

Passing on to life triumphant 
 Mildred Hostetler, surviving spouse of Rev. David 

Hostetler, on November 12, 2016. 

 Bettie J. Barss, surviving spouse of Rev. Donald Barss, 
on December 6, 2016. 

 Rev. Orlando Chaffee, pastor of Mount Pleasant UMC, 
on December 18, 2016. 

 F. Iona Fitch, surviving spouse of Rev. Karl M. Fitch, on 
January 12, 2017. 

 Ruth Thomas, surviving spouse of Bishop James S. 
Thomas, on January 17. 

District Camperships 
 District Campership letters and applications have been sent 
to all of the district churches. You may also find them on the 
district website. The applications are due to Stephanie at the 
district office by May 1, 2017. 

2018 District Delegates 
At-Large 
 During the cluster charge conferences, the following per-
sons were nominated by their churches to be Tuscarawas Dis-
trict delegates at-large for the 2018 Annual Conference. Please 
read this list over carefully. If someone from your church was 
nominated and you do NOT see that name, please contact 
Stephanie at the district office immediately. 
 Additional persons may be nominated from the floor at the 
District Spring Conference. These persons will be voted on at 
our District Spring Conference on Saturday, April 22, at 9:00 
AM. The alphabetical list is as follows: 
 Iris Andrews, Cindy Baltzer, Doris Brown, C. Ed Cochran, 
Lovejoy Das, Ann Daugherty, Jane Fleischer, Molly Gerber, 
Cheryl Gotschall, Jan Heasley, Nichole John, Ann Kreider, 
Sharon Leib, Tim Mihal, Gracie Murphy, John Murphy, 
George Poland, Nancy Russell, Jess Schwartz, Jeanne Scott, 
Terry Selby, Marie Senften-Deitz, Becky Shimek, Debbie 
Sponseller, Claire Springer, Tom Strauch, Stan Thomas, Gayle 
Thompson, Lynn Carper Ubach, Brenda Widder and Chris 
Yarnell. 

Several clergy and their families traveled to St. John’s Episco-
pal Church in Youngstown to attend the Annual Boar’s Head 
and Yule Log Festival as an Epiphany celebration. 

Scholarships Available 
 Are you a United Methodist who is interested in attending 
college or seminary? Are you aware of the financial assistance 
options available to you? 
 The East Ohio Conference website offers one-click access 
to scholarship, grant, loan, and internship information from 
across all levels of The United Methodist Church. Visitors to 
the Scholarship and Financial Assistance page will find de-
scriptions of available assistance, information on who quali-
fies for each option, application deadlines, online forms, and 
links to denomination agencies. 
 Many applications are due in March. Don’t delay, begin 
your search today. 

mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas/
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
http://eocumc.com/tuscarawas/district-forms.html
http://eocumc.com/scholarships/index.html


Page 3 

2017 Annual Conference 
Delegates At-Large Named 
 This year the Tuscarawas District will be sending the fol-
lowing at-large delegates to this year’s Annual Conference, 
June 12-15. These delegates (in alphabetical order) were voted 
on at District Spring Conference last spring. If you are unable 
to attend, please contact Stephanie at the district office im-
mediately at tuscdistoffice@gmail.com or (330) 492-7817.  
 
 
 
Iris Andrews, Cindy Baltzer, Lynne Biery, Doris Brown, Lynn 
Carper, C. Ed Cochran, Allen “Doc” Daugherty, Jane 
Fleischer, Cheryl Gotschall, Kathy Hopkins, Ann Kreider, 
Sharon Leib, Marilyn McKnight, Tim Mihal, Gracie Murphy, 
John Murphy, Brad Nyholm, George Poland, Nancy Russell, 
Jeanne Scott, Terry Selby, Marie Senften-Deitz, Debbie 
Sponseller, Claire Springer, Bill Stewart, Tom Strauch, Stan 
Thomas, Gayle Thompson, Brenda Widder, Stephanie Wil-
liams and Chris Yarnell. 

2017 Mileage 
 The IRS has set the business mileage rate for 2017. The 
standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups 
or panel trucks) will be 53.5 cents per mile for business miles 
driven; 17 cents per mile driven for medical or moving pur-
poses; and 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable 
organizations. 

The Joy Club: A Ministry Spotlight 
 JOY CLUB – the name of Fohl Memorial UMC’s midweek program which started in my heart 4 ½ years ago! It all began on 
the last day of our VBS program. I asked one of our visitors to come the following Sunday and sing the songs she’d learned during 
the past week with the other children during our worship service. She looked surprised and said, “You mean you do this every 
week?” Then her little face changed. She got very quiet and told me she couldn’t come because she goes to her daddy’s house on 
the weekends since her mom and dad are divorced. I felt so sad for her; she enjoyed herself so much that whole week. My heart 
felt very heavy for her. Then I heard a quiet voice say, “There are many children in the same situation.  Tell the church family to 
open their hearts and doors and tell them how much I love them.” Months went by and that quiet voice never left me.  
 Then, one night when our Administrative Board was having a meeting, we were asked if there was any new business. I told 
them my story and asked permission from them to start a midweek program for children. They thought it was a very good idea.   
 I was so excited to get started. We would need money to buy literature, craft items, and snacks. We could meet in the room 
where we have our Junior Church. They already have a large screen, but we need a good projector and CD player. We need a 
name, volunteers, and of course we needed people to pray! 
 Oh, the JOY of seeing the Lord working through the people. On Sunday morning, the congregation was given red paper hearts. 
I told them my story and asked them to sign their name on the heart if they felt Him calling them to be involved in this ministry. 
Twenty two people signed those hearts! Next, we needed a name. A contest was held and the only entry was from a woman who 
found a piece of paper in her mother’s Bible that read – JOY – Jesus, Others, You. How PERFECT and how special coming from 
one of the sweetest women I’ve ever known. Her love for Jesus and others was 
beautiful and in her memory, of course, the name was adopted.  
 Lastly, we needed money. Rev. Dave West told me about a committee called 
the Tuscarawas District Mission/Strategy Committee that helps churches fund 
these kinds of outreach ministries. I met with them and asked them for their help 
to get the program started. They agreed to help us! 
 We were finally ready. Fliers were sent out to the Elementary School, day-
cares and to the YMCA in our town. We decided to start in the fall and run for ten 
weeks, take a Christmas break and start again in January for 10 weeks. We had no 
idea how many children would come that first night, but we were ready to tell 
them about Jesus! 
 It has been 4 ½ years since our church opened their hearts and their doors. The 
first year 15 children came, and 4 ½ years later 52 children are being loved and 
told how very much Jesus loves them! 
 Thank you, Lord, for the privilege to hear your voice, guiding our hearts and 
supplying all our needs. Thank you, Rev. Dave West, for giving yourself to Fohl Memorial UMC, for guiding us and teaching us 
how to follow Jesus in ALL we do. Thank you, Fohl, for being so supportive in all ways for this program to run year after year. 
Thank you to the Tuscarawas District Mission/Strategy Committee for helping us get the program moving! 
 

Helen Petscher, JOY Club Leader, Fohl Memorial UMC 

mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com


Like Us on Facebook 
 The Tuscarawas District is now on Facebook. If 
you or your church is on Facebook, please like the 
district’s page at www.facebook.com/
TuscarawasDistrict1/ to receive current events, news and 
more! 
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Special Dates 
 Black History Month, February 

 Presentation of the Lord/Candlemas, February 2 

 Scouting Sunday, February 12 

 Transfiguration of the Lord, February 26 

 Congratulations to Pastor Jason Humble (Strasburg UMC) 
and his wife, Michelle, on the birth of their first child, Evelyn 
Irene.  

March 2      District Lenten Day Apart, Magnolia UMC, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

March 31     2016 audits due 

April 22      District Spring Conference/Leadership Event 

May 28-June 3  Licensing School, Malone University 

May 6       UMW District Spring Meeting, Wilmot UMC, 9:30 AM-1:00 PM, Rev. Benita Rollins, speaker 

June 9-11     Youth Annual Conference, Lakeside 

June 12-15    Annual Conference, Lakeside 

June 13      District Gathering at Annual Conference, Lakeside UMC, 5:30-7:00 PM 

July 21      One-day Mission U, Mount Union University 

July 21-23    Three-day Mission U, Mount Union University 

October 7     UMW District Fall Meeting, Greentown UMC, 9:30 AM-1:00 PM 

https://www.facebook.com/TuscarawasDistrict1/
https://www.facebook.com/TuscarawasDistrict1/

