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From the DS...Prodigal Priests, Churches, 
Communities, Etc.  

 1 Samuel 2 is clear, Eli the priest and his sons were prodigal  extravagant in their disobedience. Eli’s 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were careless with the things of God; they were arrogant. Some sources say that 
they were scoundrels. Eli, the priest, knew that they were extravagant in their disobedience and by law he 
should have disciplined them, punished them, but he didn’t. Their disobedience was a Setback for a Setup! 
 The Setback was God’s promise that the house of Eli would not continue to be priests. The Setup was an 
opportunity for them to be confronted with the extravagance of their moral choices, disobedience and the con-
sequences for their community and the nation. 
 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in his Letter from Birmingham City Jail, confronted the religious establishment with their behavior. 
He asked the question, “Is organized religion so inextricably bound to the status quo to save our nation?” He continues by saying, “I 
hope the church will meet the challenge of this decisive hour. But I have no despair about the future. The goal of freedom will be 
reached.”  
 The season of Lent is just around the corner. I am going to spend a portion of Lent re-reading the Letter from the Birmingham 
City Jail and see where my witness should improve. I encourage churches to consider opportunities to read portions of the letter for 
reflection and witness.  
 May Lent be an awakening and renewing season for you and your community. 

Blessings, 

Benita  

Board of Laity Strategic Vision 2017-2020 (Part 3) 
Greg Rentsch, Conference Lay Leader 
 
 Partner with EOC teams to assist churches’ outreach efforts to serve the poor, those who are hungry, and/or those with or re-
covering from addiction by collecting and disseminating information on the initiatives and models used to serve in these areas. 
 
Christian Formation 
Partner with Congregational Vitality to equip local churches to make and mature disciples of Jesus Christ and encourage accounta-
ble relationships and missional-focused small groups. 
 
1.) Assemble an outreach task force 

 Mike Bell (chair), Sandra Beard 
 
2.) Determine the goals of the task force (examples below) 

 Inform the community and church about the ministry area and increase overall ministry effectiveness 

 Conduct panel discussions within each region in the EOC each year 

 Connect ministry leaders across the conference to share lessons learned 

 Develop a resource center to assist people serving in these ministries or being served by these ministries 

 Coordinate with other organizations focused on the ministry area to increase overall ministry effectiveness 

 Collect, summarize and disseminate stories of those serving and those served 
 
3.) Achieve the agreed upon goals 
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District Superintendent’s 
Tentative Calendar for February 

Tuscarawas Ties 
Official Publication of the Tuscarawas District 

East Ohio Conference — The United Methodist Church 

 
Tuscarawas District Office 

3500 Cleveland Avenue NW, Canton, OH 44709 
Phone: (330) 492-7817 Fax: (330) 492-7818  

tuscdistoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas 

 

Send articles to Stephanie Williams, Editor 
tuscdistoffice@gmail.com 

 

The Tuscarawas Ties is published monthly.  
Newsletter deadline is the 20th of the month. 

 

If you would like to be added to our e-mailing list, 
please send your name and e-mail to tuscdistoffice@gmail.com. 

 

Please send copies of your church newsletter to:  
3500 Cleveland Avenue NW, Canton, OH 44709 

 

Send items for the Tuscarawas District website to  
Stephanie Williams, tuscdistoffice@gmail.com. 

Special Dates 
 February - Black History Month 

 February 11, Transfiguration of the Lord 

 February 11, Scouting Ministries Sunday 

 February 14, Ash Wednesday 

 February 18, First Sunday of Lent 

 February 19, Presidents Day 

 February 25, Second Sunday of Lent 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 Cabinet, EOC 
4   Church visit 
5-6   Schooler Institute on Preaching, MTSO 
7-8   Office 
7    District Leadership meeting, 6:30 PM 
11    Church visit 
12-14   Cabinet, EOC 
15    DCOM meeting, 8:30 AM 
16    Office closed - Day of Visioning meeting, 

   EOC 
18    Church visit 
19-22   Office 
21    District Table meeting, 1:30 PM 
23    Student Stories Luncheon, MTSO 
25    Church visit 
26-28   Office 
27    District Urban Action Team, 2:00-3:30 PM 
28    District Finance meeting, 1:30 PM 

The Tuscarawas District Spring Conference 
will be held at Navarre Otterbein UMC on 
Saturday, April 21, 2018, beginning at 9:00 
AM. The keynote speaker will be Tim 
VanMeter, Associate Professor in the  
Alford Chair of Christian Education and 
Youth Ministry Coordinator, Cross-Cultural 
Program at Methodist Theological School of 
Ohio. 

Upcoming CEF Events 
 Below is a list of upcoming Christians Engaged in Faith 
Formation (CEF) events. All events will be held at the East 
Ohio Area Center. For additional information visit  
http://eocumc.com/christian-ed/fellowship.html. 
 
February 20 - Multicultural Vitality, Will Jones 
March 22 - How can congregations be proactive in addressing 
additions in their communities? 
April (TBD) - Spiritual Renewal Retreat 
May 15 - Membership to Discipleship, Developing the rela-
tionship side of the Discipleship Pathway. Learning to tell our 
faith stories. 

Young Adult Round Table 
 Kaye Wolfinger, Conference Director of Young People’s 
Ministries, will be hosting a round table discussion with pas-
tors to help them better understand how to reach those under 
30. Both pastors and young adults are invited. A round table 
discussion for the Tuscarawas District is scheduled for April 
17, 6:30-8:00 PM at the East Ohio Conference Office, 8800 
Cleveland Avenue NW, North Canton.  

ACT Now...Unite to End 
Racism 
 Save the date! The campaign will launch April 3-5, in 
Washington, DC. The United Methodist Church is joining 
other churches in the United States to bring thousands of 
Christians to the Mall on Capitol Hill on April 4, for a rally 
and kick-off event. There will also be a worship service the 
evening of April 3, and organized visits to legislators on April 
5. 
 All United Methodists are encouraged to attend. This is an 
issue that affects all of our churches and all of this great na-
tion. So, bring your whole church. Rent a bus and come to-
gether with local Pan-Methodist congregations in your area. 
 Volunteers are now being amassed and more information 
about this huge event will be coming soon. 
  This campaign has grown out of the National Council of 
Churches in the US, as we have discerned a call to ecumeni-
cally intensify our work together toward racial justice. The 
challenge is to our churches and nation to tell the truth about 
the complicity, compliance and coercions of racism in this 
time, believing truth will lead to transformative action in both 
church and society. 
  ACT stands for Awaken, Confront and Transform. 

mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas/
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
http://eocumc.com/christian-ed/fellowship.html
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Conversation on A Way 
Forward - Upcoming Dates 
February 3, 10:00 AM - Thoburn  
February 4, 2:00 PM - Willard First  
February 5, 6:00 PM - Lakewood  
March 3, 9:00 AM - Church of the Lakes 
 
 All clergy and laity in the East Ohio Conference are  
invited, and encouraged, to participate. Registration is required 
for each conversation location. Register here.  

Guest Readiness Seminar 
 It’s been said that every church wants to grow. If that state-
ment is true, are we really poised for it in the way we treat and 
attend to our new visitors?  
 While you might not think it, guest readiness is one of the 
most important issues facing the church today. Without really 
meaning to, the majority of churches are blind to the things 
that visitors consider when deciding whether or not to return 
for future visits.  
 No matter how good/powerful worship is, it’s only half of 
the battle. Insider language, unspoken rituals, confusing sign-
age and unpreparedness are all huge factors in why visitors 
don’t come back to participate in our faith communities. 
Like going to a restaurant for a meal – even when the food is 
spectacular – if the experience surrounding the meal is bad, 
patrons are unlikely to return. It simply doesn’t have to be that 
way! 
 Join nationally known worship coach and author Jason 
Moore as he shares lessons learned from years of providing 
“secret worship consultations” in churches large and small. 
Jason will help your church identify what the 5 most pressing 
issues for new visitors and how to address them with easy-to-
implement ideas and systematic steps. 
 5 Things will include instruction on how to develop and 
train a more intentional/welcoming hospitality team, how to/
why to develop a formal child check-in procedure, how con-
duct a signage audit, and what to do with your existing space. 
All of these things and so much more will help you recognize 
the things that you may have been missing for years. 
 Bring your whole team for an experience filled with laugh-
ter, fun and practical learnings. Come ready to engage in 
hands-on role playing exercises, work to improve visitor con-
versations, move from transactional to relational interactions 
and even learn how to secret worship at partner churches. 
 
February 17: Massillon First UMC 
        301 Lincoln Way East, Massillon, OH 44646 
        9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
 Visit https://tinyurl.com/ReadinessSeminarFeb17 to regis-
ter. 

Fairhope UMC’s 185th  
Anniversary 
 January 1, 2018, started the beginning of Fairhope UMC’s 
185th year of service to God and community. The Historical 
Committee urges you to attend Fairhope UMC on Sunday, 
February 25, as they have planned a special service in com-
memoration of this event. There will be a light luncheon fol-
lowing the service in the fellowship hall. They will re-enact 
the first worship service held in 1833 in the home of John and 
Hannah Reese.   
 Fairhope Church is the oldest church of the Evangelical 
denomination in this area. Later it became Evangelical United 
Brethren and then United Methodist.   
 There is 185 years of history in this church and the com-
mittee is planning special celebrations all through 2018. The 
church is located at 5660 Louisville St NE, Louisville, Ohio 
44641.   

A Message From Bishop 
Tracy Malone 
 Spiritual direction is the historic practice of sacred, one-on-
one conversation that nurtures awareness of and response to 
God’s presence in your everyday life. As companions on the 
journey of faith, a trained spiritual director and their directee 
turn their attention toward the presence of God, the ultimate 
spiritual director of our lives. A spiritual director does not of-
fer solutions to problems, but rather helps the directee to nur-
ture spiritual practices that are most meaningful to them as 
they work toward a more balanced and meaningful spiritual 
life. Folks often meet on a monthly basis with their spiritual 
director, although more frequent meetings are possible. In 
order to learn more about spiritual 
direction in East Ohio (including a 
listing of Certified Spiritual Direc-
tors), check out the East Ohio Pastoral 
Care tab on the EOC web page. Or, to 
learn more about spiritual direction in 
general, check out the web page for 
Spiritual Directors International. 

Communications 
Specialist Needed 
 The Communications office of the East Ohio Conference 
of The United Methodist Church seeks a self-starting individu-
al with excellent written and oral skills to join the team 
as Communications Specialist. Click here for full job descrip-
tion. 

Crossroads of Ohio  
Methodism 
 The United Methodist Historical Society of Ohio 
(UMHSO) will meet at the Canal Lewisville UMC (198 E. 
Church St., Coshocton 43812) on Saturday, April 21, 2018, 
with the theme, “Crossroads of Ohio Methodism.” The Annual 
Meeting and Convocation, usually alternating between East 
and West Ohio Conference sites, brings together UMHSO 
members (local church historians, pastors, and others) to share 
historical preservation and exhibition resources, ministry ideas 
for local church anniversary celebrations, and good Christian 
fellowship. This year’s event, in the Three Rivers District, also 
includes optional Friday PM visits to local historical sites, 
with a block of rooms available for those staying in Coshocton 
Friday night.  
 Further information and a full schedule for the Convoca-
tion will be out in March in the official UMHSO semi-annual 
newsletter. Historians and others who are interested in mem-
bership may contact Ed Duling, (419) 353-9273/
ebd2140@aol.com,or visit www.umhso.org/
MembershipForm.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/conversations-on-a-way-forward-registration-38001533610
https://tinyurl.com/ReadinessSeminarFeb17
http://www.eocumc.com/pastoralcare/index.htmlC:/Users/Office/Documents/Dropbox
http://www.eocumc.com/pastoralcare/index.htmlC:/Users/Office/Documents/Dropbox
http://www.sdiworld.org/C:/Users/Office/Documents/Dropbox
http://www.eocumc.com/classified/_pdf2018/EOCCommunicationsSpecialist.pdfC:/Users/Office/Documents/Dropbox
mailto:ebd2140@aol.com
http://www.umhso.org/MembershipFormC:/Users/Office/Documents/Dropbox
http://www.umhso.org/MembershipFormC:/Users/Office/Documents/Dropbox
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Presenter: Paul Nickerson 
 
When: Sunday, March 11, 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
 
Location: Crosspoint UMC, 9687 Portage St NW, Massillon, OH 44646 
 
What: A workshop that will look at how smaller congregations can be 
clear about their purpose, focus their ministry and make a difference in 
their neighborhood.    
 
Who: Churches with an average worship attendance of 25 or less. It is 
most effective if the pastor and at least a team of three lay people attend 
the workshop. 
 
Cost: $5.00 per church 

Vital, Small Membership Churches: 
 

A practical workshop with ideas and 
inspiration for your church to make a 

difference in your community. 

To register visit link below by February 23, 2018: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/reaching-new-people-friday-
saturdaysmall-church-workshop-sunday-tickets-

42788757325  

FOR CHURCHES WORSHIPING 25 AND LESS 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/reaching-new-people-friday-saturdaysmall-church-workshop-sunday-tickets-42788757325
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/reaching-new-people-friday-saturdaysmall-church-workshop-sunday-tickets-42788757325
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/reaching-new-people-friday-saturdaysmall-church-workshop-sunday-tickets-42788757325
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March 9-10, 2018 
 

Presented by 
Paul Nickerson 

 

Crosspoint UMC 
9687 Portage St. NW 
Massillon, OH 44646 

Friday: 6:00-9:00 PM 
Saturday: 9:00 AM-3:30 PM 

 

Cost: $10.00 per church 
(register below by February 23) 

 

Teams of at least 3 laity along 
with the pastor from each church 

must attend. 

Topics include: 
 
 How 1955 strategies no longer work 
 

 A discussion about where your church is right now 
 

 How to re-introduce the church to the community 
 

 How to re-arrange the pastor’s work week and get 
him/her out into the community meeting new people 

 

 How to develop a culture of invitation in the          
congregation 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/reaching-new-people-friday-saturdaysmall-church-workshop-sunday-tickets-42788757325 

Register%20at%20https:/www.eventbrite.com/e/reaching-new-people-friday-saturdaysmall-church-workshop-sunday-tickets-42788757325


Passing on to life triumphant 
 Alva W. Taylor, retired elder, on December 12, 2017. 

 William G. Alvey, retired elder, on December 17, 2017. 

 Ruth Katherine McElroy, surviving spouse of H. Dean 
McElroy, on January 19, 2018. 

 Martha Jennings, surviving spouse of Allen C. Jennings, 
on January 22, 2018. 

Friendly Reminder 
 Payments for the District Mission Project (Paraguay 
School and Sierra Leone) are due June 1, 2018. If you have 
not submitted your payment for year one to the district office, 
please do so as soon as possible. 
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