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From the DS...Spring Has Sprung

God’s amazing grace is all around. Read how God is at work empowering leadership and ministries in
Sierra Leone through the Bo District. A district that the Tuscarawas District in the East Ohio Conference
supports financially and through hands-on mission.
Alleluia,
Benita

A Reflection on my Ministry in Bo District

Pastoral ministry in the United Methodist Church in Sierra Leone is quite challenging especially in the midst of conflict, poverty, illiteracy, marginalization of women and children, social injustices, lack of proper and adequate education and health facilities among others.
The United Methodist Church is on high competition with other charismatic and Pentecostal churches in Sierra Leone because
of the programs and projects that we put in motion which have attracted many cities across the country, but more particularly in
Bo City and the villages and suburbs around Bo.
In Bo district, there are four big churches within the Bo municipality with congregations ranging from 350-450 members per
church. In addition to the four churches, there are over 22 organized churches in the outskirts of Bo with a capacity ranging from
at least 80-150 membership in each of the churches. There are eight preaching points and these preaching points are manned by
‘Teacher Evangelists.” With respect to schools, particularly junior and senior secondary schools, I make sure I organize youth and
young Adult programs including quiz competitions and Bible study activities for them in their respective schools and they are
fascinated by these programs. As District Superintendent, I assign chaplains in the schools and clinics.
At the moment, my district is grossly understaffed and this warrants me and the other elders within my district to do periodic
and rotational visitations to the other many stations within the district especially for the administration of the Holy Eucharist,
Baptism, funerals, weddings etc. However, those teacher evangelists who have successfully gone through Teacher Training institutions have been carefully identified and given basic training in pastoral ministry, counseling, church administration, United
Methodist Church history, leadership and ministerial ethics. This is a measure we adopted so that those churches within the peripheral areas of the district will also have Sunday church services going on in addition to other forms of Christian worship while
we are away from those localities.
In spite of the prevailing socio-economic challenges in the country, our pastors across the district have been able to make great
exploits within the district. Many churches and schools have also come out as a result of the passion of our pastors and our involvement as a conference in helping to alleviate community needs regardless of religion/faith, gender, age or political affiliation.
We organize ecumenical seminars and trainings jointly with other Christian Churches and those trainings have always proved
very successful and as an outcome/evaluation, there is growing desire from partner churches for more of such trainings once we
get support from friends and well-wishers.
We also are involved in some of our community trainings/seminars, persons of other faiths and beliefs and in some cases we
have used such occasions to evangelize and it has been very productive.
We have been able to start a district evangelism outreach program which requires a high level of participation from both pastors and the communities we are serving. This has proved very helpful and there are incredible numbers of people who would
come to give out testimonies and express their desire to be part of the church.
Additionally, we have put together a program leading to literacy and numeracy whereby we conduct
such level of training mainly for adults ages 21-65, (both male and female, husbands and wives) at agreeable days and time. This is in its pilot phase and once we get support, then we shall use our pastors and evangelists in the various communities to facilitate such literacy and numeracy classes. From my assessment,
this program/project promises to be quite rewarding and once this effectively takes off ground, the parents
who, in many instances are conservative and reluctant to send their female children to school, will obviously see the need to have a change of perception and they will start sending the girls to school. This has started yielding dividend.
Rev. Francis Benson Charley, DS, Bo District
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District Superintendent’s
Tentative Calendar for May

1-3
5

Office
Anti-Pornography Workshop, Waco Epworth
UMC, 10:00-11:30 AM
6
Church visit
7
Office
8-9
Cabinet
8-9
Office closed
10
Office
13
Church visit
14-17 Office
18-19 UMW meeting, Columbus, OH
20
Church visit
21
Office
22-24 Cabinet
26
MTSO Graduation
27
Church visit
27-1 Licensing School, University of Mount Union
28
Memorial Day, office closed
30
Clergy Executive Session, University of Mount
Union

Passing on to life triumphant



Betty Jane Immelt, surviving spouse of Rev. Robert J.
Immelt, on March 26, 2018.
Donald W. Fairchild, retired local pastor, on April 20,
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Anti-Pornography
Workshop

What are some of the effects on society and the individual
human brain and soul when pornography takes hold? How
widespread is the problem? What resources are there that we
can share with those who are addicted to viewing porn?
The Tuscarawas District Table will be sponsoring a workshop regarding Anti-Pornography on Saturday, May 5, at
Waco Epworth from 10:00-11:30 AM. The event is FREE and
open to the community. This workshop will answer these
questions and more through video testimony, sharing by the
presenters, and a resource guide. Come and hear Revs. Bev
Wrobel, Harley Wheeler and Doug Beggs discuss one of the
greatest epidemics destroying our culture today.

Needed at Fairhope UMC

Fairhope United Methodist Church, 5660 Louisville St.
N.E., Louisville, Ohio, is seeking a part-time choir director for
Sunday worship and special holiday services beginning in
August. Some of the duties of the choir director include selecting the music before presenting it to the choir, communicating
the selection with the organist/pianist, conducting choir rehearsal, and maintaining the music archives. Send resume to
dgarner26@att.net.

Momentum Youth
Car Show at
Newcomer’s Chapel

Newcomer’s Chapel of Pigeon Run UMC, 11789 Sarbaugh
St SW, Massillon, invites all car enthusiasts, as well as the
community, to its 2nd Annual Momentum Youth Car Show on
Saturday, May 19, from 10:00 AM-2:00 PM in the church’s
parking lot.
Car, truck, motorcycle and tractor owners can register their
“rides” beginning at 9:30 AM the day of the event. Registration fees are $5.00 per vehicle. There will be food, music,
games and much more.
There is no rain date for this event. Proceeds from this
event will benefit Momentum Youth’s summer trip to the Red
Bird Mission in southeast Kentucky.
For more information, contact Youth Director, Aaron Bateman, at (330) 209-3744.

Special Dates











May 3, National Day of Prayer
May 4, May Friendship Day
May 7-13, Christian Family Week
May 10, Ascension of the Lord
May 13, Mother’s Day
May 19-20, Change the World Weekend
May 20, Day of Pentecost, Heritage Sunday
May 24, Aldersgate Day
May 27, Trinity Sunday, Peace with Justice Sunday
May 28, Memorial Day
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New Appointments

Bishop Tracy S. Malone announces the following clergy
appointments for the East Ohio Conference of The United
Methodist Church, effective July 1, 2018:
Jeff Conley (PL) - Crystal Park to Dundee
Aaron Linard (PL) - Good Shepherd/Uhrichsville Grace
Youth Ministries to Midvale/Newport
David Naus (PL) - East Rochester/Bayard
Hyeran Yu (PL) - Crystal Park

Children’s Music Director
Do you enjoy working with children? Looking for a way to
share your gift in music, acting, or dance?
Dover First UMC is accepting applications for a new Children’s Music Director!
Responsibilities include (not limited to) conducting weekly
rehearsals, incorporating musical instruments, arranging
for performances during worship one Sunday a month, coordinating special winter and spring music programs, and directing Vacation Bible School music. This is a part-time position.
If you are interested, please forward your resume to
doverfirstpastor@gmail.com.

Disability Ministry
Opportunity

Pastor Linda Slutz, Centenary UMC, would like to chat
with anyone interested in helping with local disability ministries, with an emphasis on “Parents Night Out” events for parents with a child or children on the Autism spectrum.
If you or anyone you know feel God’s call to explore this
opportunity, please contact Pastor Linda for more details.
There is a program available so that such events can be
done with order and ease!
Contact Pastor Linda at (330) 806-5409 or
llslutz51@gmail.com.

Navarre Otterbein UMC
to Host Youth Choir
from Georgia

The Youth Choir of Newnan, Georgia, First United Methodist Church will be presenting a program entitled “Promises
of Hope” on Sunday, June 3, at 6:30 PM. The tour program
consists of anthems and readings that speak the hope we share
that comes to us from God. The seventy-seven-member choir
is comprised of individuals in grades seven through twelve.
Each year they tour in the early summer. They have toured
throughout the East, Midwest, Texas, Florida, Colorado, California, Canada, the Great Northwest, New England and Mexico.
First United Methodist Church is located in downtown
Newnan, Georgia, which is 30 miles southwest of Atlanta. It
was organized in 1828 and presently has over 2100 members.
The church’s music ministry, under the leadership of David
Kinrade, Minister of Music/Organist, and Bonnie Krider, Assistant Director of Music, includes nine choirs for ages 4
through senior adult.
The Youth Choir meets each week on Sunday as a part of
the larger Youth Ministry Program. They sing regularly for
Sunday services and special events. A free will offering will
be received for the choir. The choir will be staying at Camp
Wanake during the week of the tour presenting concerts, doing
mission projects, attending a Cleveland Indians game and
spending a day at Cedar Point.
There will be a time of fellowship & refreshments following the concert.

Hebrews 6:10
“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love
you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.”

Tuscarawas District
Youth Leaders Network
First Friday of the month
Four Kids Coffee
6307 Whipple Ave NW,
North Canton, OH 44720
10-11:30 am

WHO: Any Tuscarawas District youth worker (full-time, parttime or volunteer)
WHAT: Monthly conversation
WHEN: 10-11:30 AM, First Friday of each month (May 4)
WHERE: Four Kids Coffee
WHY: We love Jesus, Youth, and Community!
Questions – Text or call Char Messenger at (330) 268-4853

CVLI & Movie Nights

Each East Ohio Conference United Methodist Church
shares one CVLI license. It is this license that determines the
list of movies that churches can legally show to the public.
Things to keep in mind: 1) the CVLI license does NOT
permit any advertising of the movie to the general public and
2) under CVLI licensing, churches CANNOT advertise any of
the following to the general public: title of the movie, the
name of the producer, any artwork for the movie and any character names.
A license to show a movie at church can be purchased from
companies other than CVLI, but they can be very expensive.
Guidelines for CCLI and CVLI Licensing can be found on
the conference website.
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At-Large Voting Results

On April 21, 2018, the Tuscarawas District voted on the atlarge nominees for Annual Conference 2019 during the spring
conference. Below are the results in descending order of votes.
Stephanie Williams (New Philadelphia First, District Table)
Doris Brown (Navarre Otterbein)
Claire Springer (Minerva)
Kathy Hopkins (Mt. Tabor, District Table)
C. Ed Cochran (Navarre Otterbein)
Iris Andrews (Union Avenue)
Molly Gerber (Union Hill)
Ann Kreider (Massillon First)
Gracie Murphy (New Philadelphia First)
John Murphy (New Philadelphia First)
Cindy Baltzer (Church of the Lakes)
Jane Fleischer (Crossroads)
Brenda Widder (Union Hill)
John “Allen” Daugherty (New Philadelphia Otterbein)
Cheryl Gotschall (Minerva)
Sharon Leib (Massillon First)
Jess Schwartz (Union Hill)
Jeanne Scott (McDonaldsville St. Paul)
Terry Selby (Navarre Otterbein)
Marie Senften-Deitz (Massillon Epworth)
Stan Thomas (Winfield)
Nancy Russell (Louisville Christ)
Tim Mihal (Fohl Memorial)
Debbie Sponseller (Easton Chapel)
Gayle Thompson (Easton Chapel)
Lovejoy Das (Broadway)
Heidi Willison (Uhrichsville Grace)
Tom Strauch (North Canton Faith)
George Poland (Crystal Park)
Becky Shimek (Crystal Park)
Myron Allen (Newcomer’s Chapel)
Eugene Cupp (Easton Chapel)

May 27-June 1

Licensing School, University of Mount
Union

May 30

Clergy Executive Session, University of
Mount Union

June 8-10

Youth Annual Conference, Lakeside

June 11-14

Annual Conference, Lakeside

June 12

District Gathering at Annual Conference
Lakeside UMC, 5:30-7:00 PM

August

Small Membership Transition Workshop

August 19

Back-to-School Fellowship, North Canton
Skate Place, 5:00-7:00 PM

September 13

Hidden In Plain Site, Greentown UMC, 6:30
PM

Clergy Spouse Breakfast
and Fellowship

The Clergy Spouse Breakfast and Fellowship is scheduled
for Wednesday, June 13, 9:00-11:00 AM at Wesley Lodge
during Annual Conference at Lakeside. There is no need to
RSVP; just show up!
This year’s breakfast menu consists of scrambled eggs,
meat, waffles, Danish, muffins, whole fruit, dry cereal, yogurt,
orange juice, milk, coffee and tea. Visit the Marketplace during breakfast and after a short greeting and singing time, .
For every clergy spouse who loves to craft, sew and bake,
you are invited to bring your items to sell during the Clergy
Spouse Breakfast and Fellowship. Tables will encircle the
venue so don’t delay reserving a space. Ten tables/spaces will
be available. Contact Elsa Court at elsacourt@twc.com or by
calling (234) 401-9454. For those who reserve a table, set-up
begins at 8:30 AM. Deadline to reserve a table is June 1. This
is not a fundraiser; the proceeds will belong to the seller.
Childcare for children 18 months to 4th grade is available
at Lakeside UMC for a donation. All clergy have received a
Childcare Registration Form. To guarantee a spot for your
child, register by May 15, at http://tinyurl.com/ChildCare18.
The Clergy Spouse Breakfast and Fellowship is sponsored
by the East Ohio Conference, District Offices and Cabinet
Spouses.

Annual Conference 2018
SCHEDULE
Sunday, June 10
6:45 p.m. Prayer and Praise Service, Orchestra Hall
Monday, June 11
10:00 a.m. Service of Commemoration and Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1:30 p.m. Business Session
5:00 p.m. Dinner
7:30 p.m. Celebration of Retirement
Tuesday, June 12
8:00 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Business Session
Noon Lunch
2:00 p.m. Business Session
5:00 p.m. Dinner
6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. Ministry Fair, Connecting Through
Mission and Conversation, Wesley Lodge
Wednesday, June 13
8:00 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Business Session
Noon Lunch
2:00 p.m. Business Session
4:30 p.m. Service of Commissioning and Ordination
Thursday, June 14
8:00 a.m. Worship
8:45 a.m. Business Session
9:30 a.m. Shared Learning Session led by Rev. Dr. Joseph
Daniels, Jr.
Noon Adjourn
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