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From the DS...Canoeing the Mountains 
 

 During  four days of continuing education this summer one of the books I read was “Canoeing the Moun-
tains – Christian Leadership in Unchartered Territory” by Tod Bolsinger. The author uses the journey of Lewis 
and Clark to help reorient leaders today for unchartered territory. Lewis and Clark were looking for the North-
west Passage, a water route to the Pacific. What they found were  the “most terrible mountains they had ever 
seen.” Consequently, they realized that they would have to adapt because they could not row up the mountains. 
In my next two newsletter articles, I will share some of the 23 reorientations for adapting to do ministry in un-
chartered waters. 
 

 Bob Johansen, a Fellow of the Institute for the Future writes, “this is a VUCA world, meaning volatile, 
uncertain, complex and ambiguous.” What this means is that discipleship, leaders, lay and clergy will thrive as they learn new skills and 
build relationships across disciplines, communities and find new partners to do ministry. 
 

 As  your church begins to vision, dream and work together, consideration of the following reorientations will be helpful.  

  “If you can adapt and adventure, you can thrive.” 

 “ In unchartered territory, trust is essential as the air we breathe.” 

  “Replacing our paradigms is both deeply painful and absolutely critical.” 
 

 As we plan, remember, we serve a Big God, one who heals, guides and blesses. 
 

As Ever, 

Benita  

EOC Delegation Offers 
Listening Sessions 
 At its April/May meeting the Council of Bishops recom-
mended the One Church Plan as a Way Forward for The Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Having received and considered the 
extensive work of the Commission on a Way Forward, the 
Council of Bishops will submit a report to the February 23-26, 
2019, Special Session of the General Conference that includes: 
 

 All three plans (The Traditionalist Plan, The One Church 
Plan and the Connectional Conference Plan) for a way 
forward considered by the Commission and the Council. 

 The Council’s recommendation of the One Church Plan. 

 An historical narrative of the Council’s discernment pro-
cess regarding all three plans. 

  
 Delegates to the Special Session are elected by their re-
spective annual conferences. The East Ohio delegation is of-
fering clergy and laity an opportunity to engage the proposed 
legislation by participating in one of the five Listening Ses-
sions. The Tuscarawas District will be hosting one on Tues-
day, October 9, 6:30-9:00 PM, at New Philadelphia First 
UMC (201 West High Avenue, New Philadelphia). 

https://eocumcnews.com/2018/05/04/united-methodist-bishops-recommend-a-way-forward/
https://eocumcnews.com/2018/05/04/united-methodist-bishops-recommend-a-way-forward/
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District Superintendent’s 
Tentative Calendar for September 

Tuscarawas Ties 
Official Publication of the Tuscarawas District 

East Ohio Conference — The United Methodist Church 

 
Tuscarawas District Office 

3500 Cleveland Avenue NW, Canton, OH 44709 
Phone: (330) 492-7817 Fax: (330) 492-7818  

tuscdistoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas 

 

Send articles to Shawndelle Chester, Editor 
tuscdistoffice@gmail.com 

 

The Tuscarawas Ties is published monthly.  
Newsletter deadline is the 20th of the month. 

 

If you would like to be added to our e-mailing list, 
please send your name and e-mail to tuscdistoffice@gmail.com. 

 

Please send copies of your church newsletter to:  
3500 Cleveland Avenue NW, Canton, OH 44709 

 

Send items for the Tuscarawas District website to  
Shawndelle Chester, tuscdistoffice@gmail.com. 

Passing on to life triumphant 
 V. Ned Bixler, retired elder, on September 2, 2018. 

September 
2  Church visit 
3  Office closed for Labor Day 
4-6 Cabinet 
7  Clergy consultation lunch with Retirees (serving  
 churches), 12:00 PM, Variety’s (North Canton) 
8  Part-time local pastors’ clergy consultation lunch,  
 12:00 PM, La Pizzaria 
9  Church visit 
10  Clergy consultations 
11  Clergy consultations 
12  Clergy consultations 
13  Office 
16  Church visit 
17  Clergy consultations 
18  Clergy consultations 
19  Clergy consultations 
20  Part-time local pastors’ clergy consultation lunch,  
 12:00 PM, La Pizzaria 
23-25 Black Clergy Retreat 
26  Office 
27  Clergy consultations 
30 Office 

Charge Conferences 
 Consultation and charge conference forms are now on the 
district website. A checklist and schedules are also available. 
  All forms are due to the District Office one week prior to 
the scheduled meeting.  If you have any questions, please con-
tact Shawndelle at the District Office. 
 

Clergy Consultations 

 CPA - Clergy Profile Annual 

 CPL - Clergy Long-term Profile (if it needs updated) 

 Clergy Bio Form (if it needs updated) 
 

S/PPR Consultations 

 LCPA - Local Church Profile Annual  

 LCPL - Local Church Long-term Profile 
 

Church Conference 

 Omnibus/Leadership Directory 

 2019 Pastor Compensation Form 

 2019 Pension/Disability Calculations (if applicable) 

 2019 Housing Allowance/Exclusion Form 

 Lay Servant Annual Report (if applicable) 

 Parsonage Inspection Form (if applicable) 
 

 

Books Available 
 Mary Anderson, surviving spouse of Kenneth Anderson, 
has the following books available. If you are interested in any 
of them, contact her at kenmarya@sssnet.com. 

 Book of Discipline 1988 

 History of the Methodist Episcopal Church Vol III 1792 
to 1804 

 Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church 1912 

 Discipline of the Methodist Church 1960 

 Congratulations to Rev. Jonathan (Dueber UMC), Emily 
and Michael George on the newest edition to their family born 
on August 11. 

mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/tuscarawas/
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
mailto:tuscdistoffice@gmail.com
http://eocumc.com/district-forms/index.html
http://eocumc.com/tuscarawas/district-forms.html
mailto:Books%20Available


Like Us on Facebook 
 The Tuscarawas District is now on Facebook. 
If you or your church is on Facebook, please like 
the district’s page at www.facebook.com/
TuscarawasDistrict1/ to receive current events, news and 
more! 
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CVLI & Movie Nights 
 Each East Ohio Conference United Methodist Church 
shares one CVLI license. It is this license that determines the 
list of movies that churches can legally show to the public. 
 Things to keep in mind: 1) the CVLI license does NOT 
permit any advertising of the movie to the general public and 
2) under CVLI licensing, churches CANNOT advertise any of 
the following to the general public: title of the movie, the 
name of the producer, any artwork for the movie and any char-
acter names. 
 A license to show a movie at church can be purchased from 
companies other than CVLI, but they can be very expensive.  
 Guidelines for CCLI and CVLI Licensing can be found on 
the conference website. 

Coffee and Conversation 
 Attention Youth Leaders! Coffee and Conversation is held 
the first Friday of the month at Four Kids Coffee (6307 Whip-
ple Ave. NW), from 10:00-11:30 AM. Come for a discussion 
regarding district youth opportunities. Have questions? Call 
Char Messenger at (330) 268-4853. 

 

September    S/PPRC Consultations begin 
 

September 9   Back-to-School Fellowship, North Canton  
          Skate Center, 5:00-7:00 PM 
 

September 13   Hidden In Plain Sight, Greentown UMC,  
          6:30 PM 
 

October 9     A Way Forward Listening Post,  
          New Philadelphia First UMC, 6:30-9:00 PM 
 

November      Charge Conferences begin 

Need an Ice Maker? 
 Church of the Lakes UMC has an older ice maker that 
makes 200 pounds of cubes a day and can store 90 pounds. It 
is still working. It will have to be picked up at the church. If 
you are interested, please call the church office and make nec-
essary arrangements at (330) 499-8972.  

Beth Moore Simulcast 
 Beth Moore Simulcast will be held at Winfield UMC 
on September 29, beginning at 9:30 AM. Ladies are invited to 
join us for a wonderful day of worship with Travis Contrell, 
and a awesome teaching by Beth Moore.   
 The cost is $20.00 per individual which includes lunch. To 
sign up for the simulcast call the church office at (330) 343-
1494 and Kathy will help you. The church is handicap accessi-
ble and located at 5247 St. Rt. 516 NW, Dover, Ohio. 

Lay Servant Ministries 
 November 2 & 3, 2018, the Tuscarawas District Lay Serv-
ant Ministries will be offering its Fall courses at Bolivar Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  
 “The Basic Course” will be offered for those interested in 
learning what it means to be a Lay Servant and begin the jour-
ney, discovering opportunities to serve the Lord with the gifts 
they have been given. The Basic Course will be held Novem-
ber 2 and 3, from 6:30-9:00 PM on November 2 and 8:00 AM-
5:00 PM on November 3. 
 “Leading Worship” is the Advanced Course being offered, 
designed for those who have completed the Basic Course. It 
will be held November 3, with registration and devotions at 
7:30 AM, course beginning at 8:00 AM and finishing at 5:00 
PM.  
 The Basic Course and the Advanced Course is open to any 
interested person. The Advanced courses are open for anyone 
interested but designed for those who have taken the Basic 
Course within the last three years. 
 The last day to register for the Basic Course and the Lead-
ing Worship Course is October 11, 2018. Registration will be 
available on Eventbrite in the near future. 
 If your last Lay Servant Course was taken in 2015, it is 
time to renew your Lay Servant status by taking an advanced 
Course. The advanced courses can be taken in any of the other 
nine districts of the East Ohio Conference as well. 
 More information will be coming on the East Ohio Confer-
ence web site and the Tuscarawas District web site of the 
United Methodist Church. 
 This is a reminder for those who have taken any Lay Serv-
ant course: Please submit your annual Lay Servant report to 
your church office to be included in the Charge Conference 
report. Fill in the information requested on both sides of the 
paper. This report is how the Lay Servant committee records 
and can keep your status up to date. (http://www.eocumc.com/
district-forms/index.html)  
 Hope to see many of you at Bolivar UMC November 2 and 
3, 2018! 
 
Co-Chairpersons 
Tuscarawas District Lay Servant Ministries 
Gary Kreider: 330-806-4648 
Ann Kreider:  330-806-5247 
Email: gakreider@sssnet.com 

Oberammergau Passion 
Play 
 Pastor Janet Zimmerman at Church of the Lakes will be 
leading an Oberammergau Passion Play and European Capi-
tals tour through Educational Opportunities from June 17-26, 
2020. There will be an information meeting on Sunday, Octo-
ber 14, at 2:00 PM at Church of the Lakes, 5944 Fulton Dr. 
NW, Canton, Ohio 44718 in the parlor, room 214. Join us to 
learn about the itinerary and prices. This world renowned Pas-
sion Play occurs just every ten years, and has been offered 
since 1634. It is regarded as the most important Passion Play 
in the world. If you are unable to make the meeting but would 
like more information, please contact Janet 
at janet@churchofthelakes.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/TuscarawasDistrict1/
https://www.facebook.com/TuscarawasDistrict1/
http://www.eocumc.com/communications/licensing.html
http://www.eocumc.com/laity/lay-servants_training.htmlC:/Users/Office/Documents/Dropbox
http://www.eocumc.com/laity/lay-servants_training.htmlC:/Users/Office/Documents/Dropbox
http://eocumc.com/tuscarawas/LayServants.html
http://www.eocumc.com/district-forms/index.html
http://www.eocumc.com/district-forms/index.html
mailto:gakreider@sssnet.com
mailto:janet@churchofthelakes.org
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Church of the Lakes UMC Offers support 
GriefShare 
Dates: Wednesdays, September 5 - December 5 (off November 21) 
Time: 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Place: room 214 
Cost: $20 (scholarships available) 
Description: We welcome anyone who is dealing with the loss of a loved one (spouse, child, parent, sibling, etc.). You don’t have to 
go through it alone. This Biblically-based program delivers hope and support for those going through the grieving process. 
 
DivorceCare 
Dates: Wednesdays, September 5 - December 12 (off October 17 & November 21) 
Time: 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Place: room 203 
Cost: $20 (scholarships available) 
Description: We welcome anyone who is dealing with, or who has experienced a divorce and is still struggling with the emotional 
and practical issues that come with this change in life. You don’t have to go through it alone. Discover hope and experience healing 
through sharing your journey with others and God during this study. 
 
To register go to https://churchofthelakes.breezechms.com/form/cecd746796. 

https://churchofthelakes.breezechms.com/form/cecd746796

