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   . . .The Canal District United Methodist Church Newsletter. . .      
R e v .  E d  P e t e r s o n ,  D i s t r i c t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  C a n a l  D i s t r i c t  

The miss ion of  the Canal District  UMC is  to  make and mature  
discip les o f  Jesus  Christ  for the t ransformation of  the world .  

     Greetings Friends! 
 

     Cabinet has been reading “How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where 
You’re Going; Leading in a Liminal Season,” by Susan Beaumont.  It’s a 
great book for anyone who serves as a leader in the church. In the book, 
she tells the story of a church who was “looking to develop deeper bonds 
of friendship within the church and to foster connected community.”  
We who have been in church life know how the beginning of meetings 
typically go. Someone (often the pastor) is conscripted to offer an obliga-
tory opening prayer or to read the devotion out of the day’s Upper Room 
or Daily Bread.  It mustn’t be too long so that it eats into meeting time. 
Just vague, generic and short enough so that we have fulfilled our obliga-
tion; after all, we are a church! 
     Beaumont recounts that in a certain church, “leaders introduced faith-
based storytelling as a practice in all board meetings, committee 
meetings, and educational venues. Ten minutes were reserved at the 
beginning of each meeting for someone to share a personal testimony or 
a personal story of faith.”  The church discovered that relationships 
among the leaders were strengthened, and that the leaders sensed 
greater clarity in their various roles in the church. 
     When I read this, I thought, “What a great idea.”  Many of us sit in 
pews together, worship together, and serve together, yet we don’t know 
how others got to where they are in their faith.  We know that no one 
comes to faith on their own; alone. The Gospel is spread person-to-
person.  We would not be where we are in our faith without certain peo-
ple crossing our paths. 
     For me, one of the people who crossed my path was Bob Edge.  Early 
in our married live, we attended what was then Norton UMC.  Bob was 
the grumpy trustee.  (Over the years, I’ve learned that almost every 
church has a “grumpy trustee”). There was probably 40 years between 
us.  So, we didn’t have much in common.  The UMM annual conference 
gathering was coming up.  One Sunday morning, Bob sought me out, 
invited me to attend with him, and even offered to pick me up.  It was 
not Bob’s nature to stand up and give a testimony, or lead a Bible study, 
or even to pray in public.  But his faith was very real to him; and he ex-
pressed it by inviting a young guy to join him at a UMM event.  That 
event was one of the major moments in me sensing a call to ministry.  
The story of Bob Edge is woven into the fabric of my story. I cannot tell 
my story, without telling the story of Bob Edge.  

     Who are the people who have crossed your path, 
who have influenced you, invited you, impacted you, 
shaped you?  Just an invitation to honor their life and 
their influence in your life by telling their story when 
you have the opportunity. And…perhaps…someday…
someone may tell a story about us. 

As always, love ya’ 

Ed 

April/may 2021 
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Tel l  Thei r  Story!  

Trinity Action Project (TAP) Grants 
 

Application Process for TAP - Any program/project from a    
Canal District local church that very clearly relates to the mis-
sion and vision of the Conference may submit an application. 
Funds for mission purposes are intended as “Seed Money” to 
be used as start-up funds to help initiate ministry and mission 
outreach. Programs/projects will be funded for a maximum of 
3 years. Applications will have a specific plan and/or strategy 
for a program/project, a clearly defined method(s) in which the 
funds will be used, and a method for decreasing the “seed 
money” funding over the 3 year period. TAP Grant funding may 
not be used for capital expenditures or clergy salaries. Church-
es applying for a multi-year grant will submit a new application 
each year. 
For an application go to:  
https://www.eocumc.com/canal/grants-scholarships.html 

EOC Black Clergy Share Their Experienc-
es of Race and Ministry 

 

     The East Ohio Conference Black Pastors’ Fellowship and the 
Multicultural Vitality office have produced a new video series 
with reflection questions to create discussion and move us all 
towards racial justice. 
     “I’m a long-term Christian but I am not a long-term pastor so 
I’m growing as I learn about the issues that pastors have to deal 
with and this issue with race is a huge one. I came out of corpo-
rate America and I learned very quickly that if you were a person 
of color you had no standing.” – Pastor Stanley Miller, Oberlin 
Rust UMC and Lorain Wesley UMC 
     “The Church is supposed to be one that doesn’t see Jew or 
Gentile, male or female, it does see race, it does see ethnicity, – 
and it does see male and female, for that matter – and so 
there’s a problem there.” – Rev. Dr. Anthony Everett, former 
pastor of University Circle UMC 
     Rev. David Whitt of Twinsburg Faith UMC has never forgotten 
what a neighbor told him when he was struggling taking a gar-
bage can to the curb as a kid. “’You know, David, one day you 
can grow up and you can be a garbage man.’ What she was real-
ly saying was ‘that’s the best you can do.’” 
 
View/download the videos and reflection questions:  

https://www.eocumc.com/standagainstracism/

blackpastorsfellowship.html 

http://www.eocumc.com/canal
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Ministry Spot l ight —by Jen  Dyer  

    The Mission Awareness Committee of the EOC’s job is to help 
spread awareness about the various missions around East Ohio. 
Those of us in the Canal District know that we are a giving 
group. As we all try to find ways forward it is helpful to remember the ministries we have right here in our district and work for ways to 
partner with them.  
     One of those ministries is Heart 4 the City. This is the only mission church in our Conference and as such is in a unique position of 
counting on the connection to continue in ministry. Every Thursday they open their doors to the community to provide resources that are 
desperately needed to residents in the area. On the 3rd Saturday of the month the community store opens its doors to the community. At 
the store they help new moms with layette and furniture needs, senior citizens with assistive equipment, and they are currently in the                         
process of developing private “shopping” days for foster children when they move to a new home.  
    If your church has a heart for missions and wants to partner with Heart 4 the City there are several ways to be helpful. The first way is to 

donate funds. Heart 4 the City is an Advanced Special # 9941 and can be given that way or by going 
to http://heart4thecity.org/give-or-donate/give . Donations help keep the lights on and the build-
ing warm. They are also in need of clothes, working household appliances, and kitchen items.    
Paper products are also a need as they cannot get those through the food bank. You can find a full 
list of needed items for their store at http://heart4thecity.org/give-or-donate/donate If your 
church is ready to take the next step, volunteers are also needed for their outreach programs. 
Maybe God is stirring a new partnership between your church and Heart 4 the City, reach out or 
find more info at http://heart4thecity.org/   
 

Canal  Spr ing Dist r ic t  Conference  
     

 In an effort to do our necessary business safely again this year, members of the District Conference will receive their Spring District                    
Conference booklet by email or mail. You will then be asked to act on the items that need to be voted on. 
     It will be the responsibility of each pastor/church to pass the District Conference materials on to the voting members of the Canal Dis-
trict. If those voting members have email,  it will be as easy as simply forwarding the packet via email.  For members who don't have email, 
the church may need to print the materials and get them to those individuals.  Ballots can be returned via snail mail, fax, or email.  Individu-
als can return their ballots on their own, or churches can collect them and return them all together.  Churches will receive this packet by 
email on Monday, April 5 with a due date of April 26. 

Voting Members of the District Conference: The following persons from the local churches of the district: lay leaders, chairpersons of 
Councils on Ministries, Administrative Boards, Administrative Councils, presidents of UMM, UMW, UMYA, and UMYF, lay members of 
the annual conference, ministerial members of the annual conference, part-time local pastors, student local pastors, deaconesses, 
home missionaries, diaconal ministers, church and community workers assigned by the National Division of the Board of Global Minis-
tries to work in the district, and members of conference boards & agencies affiliated with churches within the district and the following 
persons from the district leadership: district designated officers including the secretary and treasurer, lay leader and associate lay l             
leaders, chairpersons of all district councils and standing committees, presidents of district UMW, UMM, UM Young Adult, UM Youth 
or youth representatives and district members-at-large of annual conference 

July 2021 Appointments - Canal District (alphabetical order) 
 

Carolyn Berry from Smithville UMC (Canal District) to Doylestown UMC (Canal District) 
Tom Fish from  Winfield UMC (Tuscawaras) District to North Lawrence Chapel UMC (Canal District) 
Mike Grant from Shreve UMC (Canal District) to Louisville Christ UMC (Tuscawaras District) 
Russ Ham from Macedonia UMC (Canal District )to New Leaf UMC (Western Reserve District) 
Donald Kuntz from Trinity Sandusky UMC (Firelands District) to Seville UMC  (Canal District) 
James Lance from Martel, Sixteen, Canaan UMCs ( Mid-Ohio District) to Smithville UMC (Canal District) 
Robert Mitchell from Chapel of the Cross UMC (Canal District) to Coshocton Roscoe UMC (Three Rivers District) 
Lorrin Radzik from Rockport UMC (North Coast District )to Macedonia UMC (Canal District) 
Matthew Wald to Strasburg & Dundee UMCs (Tuscarawas District) 
Scott Walsh from Conneaut New Leaf UMC (Western Reserve District)  to Shreve UMC (Canal District) 

 
        

2021 Retirement -  Canal District -  Don Trigg, Sevi l le UMC  
 

 
For  a ful l  l ist  of  appointment changes,  go to this page on the Conference websi te:  

ht tp: / /www.eocumc.com/bishop/appointments.html   

 

http://www.eocumc.com/bishop/appointments.html
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  Reserve  June 12 for  Youth 
Annual  Conference  

     CCYM ( Conference Council on Youth Ministries)                    
is excited to  announce that it is working on 3 loca-
tions for this year’s event in order to follow COVID 
guidelines and keep numbers at each location low. 
More information, including registration, will be                 
coming. 
     For up-to-date information go to: https://
www.eocumc.com/youngpeople/index.html 

General Conference Postponed Again 

     The Commission on the General Conference made a decision to further 
postpone the 2020 General Conference until August 29 – September 6, 2022 in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect the 
safety of mass gatherings and travel. 

2021 Summer Camp Programs  
 

     The East Ohio Camps leadership team has been praying, seeking counsel, and working dili-
gently on what move to make about summer camp in 2021. After much prayer, consultation, 
and creative thinking we have decided to move forward with our plans for Summer Camp pro-
grams in 2021 at Aldersgate, Asbury and Wanake. 
     Summer 2021 registration begins online January 29, 2021. Our camp capacity will be re-
duced this summer due to COVID-19 recommendations. We suggest you register as soon as 
you are ready to save a spot.  
     This summer, kids need the opportunity to be outside in God’s creation, connecting with 
each other in safe ways, building a relationship with God, and having fun. We firmly believe 
that camp and retreat ministry is one of the best ways to make and mature disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. We are excited to bring Summer Camp 2021 to life. 

     Camp leaders are adaptive. In light of COVID-19 we are ready to change the way we do things. We are working closely with recommenda-
tions from the Ohio Department of Health and with our local public health departments. We are diligently preparing a program that meets 
our vision of sharing God’s love and having fun, while managing the challenges that COVID-19 brings. We’ve been working on our communi-
cable disease plans. We’ve modified camp activities and procedures. We’ve learned how to clean in ways that thoroughly disinfect our facili-
ties and our camp equipment. 
     For sure camp will look different this summer. We’ll be wearing masks when needed, sticking with our small groups, keeping our distance 
from each other, and minimizing activities that gather us in large groups. This summer our focus will be on people more than ever.  Keeping 
campers and staff safe is our highest priority. A distinct advantage to camp is that most activities can be outdoors. 
     We understand the challenges, stresses and decisions that families face right now are difficult. Your decision to send your child to camp 
or to not send your child to camp this summer will not be easy. 
     We don’t have all the answers at this moment, but we are moving forward. As there are changes before the summer gets here, we will 
keep you informed. It’s good news that right now effective vaccines are  being distributed. There is light at the end of the tunnel. 
     We are grateful for your continuing support. You have been generous with your gifts. We ask for your prayers for East Ohio Camp and 
Retreat Ministries. We will continue to pray for you and your families. In these hard times we can all depend on a God who is with us always 
and whose love is steadfast. Until we see you face to face, we pray God’s Peace and Blessings on you and your family! 
For information and forms go to: https://www.eocumc.com/camps/index.html 
 
 Rev. Gary Jones, Director of Camp and Retreat Ministries; Dan Bajc, Director of Camp Aldersgate; Rev. Bill Graham, Director of Camp Asbury 
Julie Lautt, Director of Wanake Camp and Retreat Center; Rev. Beth Wildterdink, Chairperson of the Board of Camp and Retreat Ministries 

2020 Church audits are due March 31. Send to the 
Canal District by email or fax or regular mail.   

 

     When I receive your copy I forward a copy to the Conference Treasurers 
office.  You do not need to send to them.  Just send me a copy. 
     Thanks!  Debbie Bryant - cdistumc@gmail.com 

District Campership  
Financial Aid Applications  

 

     Financial aid is available to any camper from a     
Canal District United Methodist Church attending any 
East Ohio Conference coordinated program camping 
event. Maximum district financial aid per camper is 
$75.  
     An application can be found on our website: 
www.eocumc.com/canal/ under ‘Grants and Scholar-
ships.’ Or you can call Debbie at the district office,                      
330-252-0299 and she can send you a form.  

Teach • Reach • Bless   
A Statement from Bishop Malone  

 

     We have an opportunity to assist in the education of female students at    
Africa University, a Pan-African United Methodist institution. Increasing en-
rollment at AU and a lack of on-campus housing means that some students 
commute from remote areas and find affordable off-campus housing, putting 
them at high risk for living in and being subjected to untenable situations. 
     To donate and support the Teach • Reach • Bless campaign and show your 

commitment to the education and wellness of women today for a better      

Africa tomorrow go to this website page: https://www.eocumc.com/

teachreachbless/ 
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     Mat Making for the Homeless/Flashes Give Back Event  
 
     The Streetsboro United Methodist Church is sponsoring a Mat Making for the Homeless/Flashes Give 
Back event to be held on Saturday, April 24, 10:30 am - 1 pm, 8940 State Route 43. 
     Due to State of Ohio COVID-19 social gathering restrictions, the number of participants is limited.  If 
you are planning to attend, it is requested that you make an advanced reservation by submitting your 
name and contact phone number by calling the Church office 330-626-4393.  Please leave a message if 
the secretary is not available. 
     You may also register by responding to the Church email:  streetsboroumc@gmail.com. Registration Deadline: Wednesday, April 21. 
     Social distancing protocol will be observed with separated seating, use of hand sanitizers, and the wearing of face masks.   
     Participants may register for a Flashes Give Back T-shirt on direct link http://www.kent.edu.alumni - click on "volunteer"  -click on 
"Flashes Give Back Week" -  "Join"  Complete the personal information and fill in your service project in the box "SUMC Mat Making for the 
homeless."  You will then qualify to receive the T-shirt by mail if registration is completed by April 4. 
     Beverages and snacks will be provided. 
     If you prefer, there will be an opportunity to participate virtually with Zoom.  Contact the Church to get the information for the zoom 
opportunity. 
     Scissors, plastic grocery bags, and an extra-large crochet hook (for those who plan to crochet) will be needed for either virtual or in-
person participation. 
     We hope to see you on April 24th to have some fun ladies (spousal participation is encouraged) while helping the homeless people in our 
area.  
     Streetsboro UMC - Streetsboro United Methodist Church Secretary - 330-626-4393 - Fax: 330-626-1633—streetsboroumc@gmail.com 

 
Critical Conversations with Laity:                                                                        

A Step Towards Standing Against Racism– April 10 
 

     All laity of the East Ohio Conference are invited to join the Board of Laity and lay persons 
serving in Conference leadership to participate in the virtual “Critical Conversations with 
Laity: A Step Towards Standing Against Racism” learning event on Saturday, April 10. 
     The webinar that day will be similar in content to the critical conversations event that 
EOC clergy participated in last fall. Rev. Dr. Michelle Ledder from the General Commission 

on Religion & Race will give a presentation and will answer questions during the webinar, which will also feature several EOC lay persons 
sharing from their perspectives. 
     This is an opportunity to discern and learn together and to intentionally listen to the Holy Spirit’s call upon our lives to do the work of 
dismantling racism. We will hear the voices and experiences of persons of color. We will learn together how this anti-racism work is biblical-
ly and theologically grounded and is foundational to what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. The webinar will teach terminology and 
how it applies to our personal lives and to our ministry contexts. 
     There is no cost to participate in the April 10 critical conversations with laity event, but you do need to register online in advance.                            

To learn more and to register go to:  https://www.eocumc.com/standagainstracism/laitycriticalconversations 

Job Opening - Director of Christian Education and Program Coordinator  
 

Brunswick United Methodist Church is in need of a Director of Christian Education and Program Coordinator 

to work 40 hours per week with hours being flexible to work weekends and Sunday mornings as needed. 

Qualifications: Bachelor’s Degree preferably in Christian Education, proven creativity skills, tech. savvy and 

ability to coordinate new programs and activities a must. 3 years’ experience preferred. Job Responsibilities: 

Oversee and direct all aspects of Christian Education for adults, youth and children ministries, and manages the development and growth of 

the Christian Education Program. This includes coordinating, creating and overseeing programs, outings and activities of interest to youth, 

young adults and young families. This person serves as the liaison between high school and young adults. If you are energetic, enthusiastic, 

creative and enjoy coordinating programs and interacting with all ages, this might be the church home for you. Please apply by emailing or 

sending your resumé to the church address listed below. Applications and job description are also available on the website at 

www.brunswickumc.net. Brunswick United Methodist Church c/o Staff Parish Relations P.O. Box 85 Brunswick, Ohio 44212 330-225-3179 

church@brunswickumc.org www.brunswickumc.net 

mailto:streetsboroumc@gmail.com
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Canal  Dist r ic t  C lergy and Fami l ies  Bir thdays  and Anniversar ies  

Reminder Clergy:  Birthdays and anniversaries are only listed if you inform me you would like them listed. 
You can email me at cdistumc@gmail.com or phone 330-252-0299 

Annual Conference 2021 is Wednesday, 
June 16 through Saturday, June 19 

The worship services and business sessions of this year’s con-
ference will be livestreamed from the John S. Knight Center in 
Akron with clergy and lay members of Annual Conference 
participating remotely via Zoom video conferencing. 
 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone explains that, in this extended year of 
the quadrennium in The United Methodist Church, the Annu-
al Conference theme Christ Alive in Us!  expands upon our 
quadrennial AC theme of Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, 
Committed, Connected. 

     “The focus is on proclaiming and celebrating how Christ is alive and is at work in and through our lives and through the mission and                    
witness of the Church.We are made alive in Christ … we are God’s handiwork … created in Christ Jesus to do good things … to bear fruit that 
lasts,” Bishop Malone said. 

Annual Conference registration will open on Monday, April 5 and will close on Friday, May 14. 
All registration will be done online. Each voting member will need their own unique 

e-mail address to register for conference and to vote during it. 

All voting members should have received information from the Conference Office, if you did not, please 
contact Debbie Bryant at the Canal District Office: cdistumc@gmail.com or 330-252-0299. 

The East Ohio Conference Clergy Executive Session is scheduled for  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 16.  

We encourage clergy to honor our shared covenant into which God has called us by planning to be present and by fully participating  
in the planned time together. The Clergy Executive Session will be livestreamed from the John S. Knight Center in Akron.                               

Please follow this link to register: https://na.eventscloud.com/eoac2021 

Birthdays – April 
 
2 Thomas Lewis 

4 Hawa Buie 

8 Paulette Martin 

9 Linda Beal 

10 Dave Martin 

11 Nehemiah Priebe,  

         Dale Turner,  

         Judye Yeager 

12 Mavis Palmer 

13 Jim Wolf 

15 Jim Verbridge 

19 Don Trigg 

20 Noah Mitchell 

22 Amanda and Emily Cheng, Joshua Rittgers 

23 Charles Fast 

27 Barbara Wright, Dave Palmer, Dennis Rinehart 

30 Carey Mitchell 

Anniversaries - April 
 
9 Mike & Holly Grant 
16 Stan & Carol Wallace  

Birthdays – May 
 
3 Amy Shipley 

5 Phil Hoverstock 

6 Dawan Buie 

11 Sam Shipley 

15 Karen Drotar 

18 Jonathan Priebe 

19 Carolyn Baker 

21 Randy Monteith, Bill Nicewarner 

25 Elizabeth Croft 

26 Caleb Lewis 

27 Diane Johnson 

28 David Atkinson 

30 Anna Rittgers 

Anniversaries – May 
 
11 Tal & Vicki Lewis 
18 Amy & Sam Shipley 
20 Dennis & Debbie Rinehart 
23 Kimberly & David Cheng 
27 Mike & Sue Ward  

https://na.eventscloud.com/eoac2021
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C A N A L  D I S T R I C T  O F F I C E  S T A F F    
 

 District Superintendent: Rev. Ed Peterson ; Administrative Assistant: Debbie Bryant ; Treasurer, Funding Secretary: Sheryl Reynolds 
If you would like to receive our newsletter by mail or email, please contact Debbie. 800 East Market St., Akron  44305 - 
Phone: 330-252-0299 - Fax: 330-252-0297 -  E-mail: cdistumc@gmail.com - Web Site:  www.eocumc.com/canal/ 

Canal District of  
The United Methodist Church 
800 E Market St 
Akron  OH   44305 

“The Connector”                                                   
April/May 2021 

Return Service Requested 

 

From Walt Merrill and North Coast of Haiti Mission 
 

     Have a heart for mission but don’t know where or how to begin? Want to be a part of the Great Commission but are unsure of your call?  
The North Coast of Haiti Mission (NCHM) is looking for hearts that are ready to be challenged and changed by the people of Haiti.  Our mis-
sion is to provide a Christian based education to children in Haiti.  Working with five Methodist Schools in the Cap-Haitien Circuit, NCHM has 
helped with tuition, books, uniforms, teacher salary shortfalls, security gates, internet access, running water, new roofs, building mainte-
nance and even latrines. Our scholarship program currently supports 11 worthy students who would not otherwise be attending high school 
due to poverty.   
     Although travel to Haiti is almost impossible now with pandemics and political unrest, this has not stopped us from starting to plan a 
virtual mission trip to Haiti in June and, with God’s help, an actual feet-on-the-ground visit to Haiti by the end of the year. If you have inter-
est in one or both trips or would just like to hear more, please let us know. You can contact me, Walt Merrill, by Walt Merrill’s email 
is wcmerrill@roadrunner.com  call 440.328.5832. Find out more in our latest newsletter:  https://files.constantcontact.com/
b2c6aadc101/0e2f7a76-825b-4801-a0fd-1df7108a0eaa.pdf 

UMCOR Kit Collection in East Ohio - June 7-13 
 

Since Annual Conference is virtual this year, East Ohio Missions asks all pastors, congregations and faith communities to begin collecting 
items for Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC). Collection points around East Ohio will be arranged where MMDC will drive 
through and pick up your donations. The locations of collection sites will be announced no later than May 1. T learn more about needed 
items go to https://www.eocumc.com/missions/training.html 


