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   . . .The Canal District United Methodist Church Newsletter. . .      
R e v .  E d  P e t e r s o n ,  D i s t r i c t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  C a n a l  D i s t r i c t  

The miss ion of  the Canal District  UMC is  to  make and mature  
discip les o f  Jesus  Christ  for the t ransformation of  the world .  

Greetings Friends! 
     Remember what Christmas was like last year?  Children sitting on Santa’s 
lap.  Standing shoulder to shoulder on Christmas Eve in a crowded sanctu-
ary singing Silent Night.  Gathering the whole family together to eat and 
exchange gifts.  School programs.  Christmas parties.  Shopping with the 
masses in busy stores.   
     Christmas this year looks to be much different.  Coronavirus has brought 
such disruption into our lives.  We human beings don’t deal well with dis-
ruption.  We like constancy, familiarity, and routine.  So, when disruption 
comes, we resist it, and long for things to be normal again. 
     When disruption inevitably comes into my life, I often turn to the wise 
words of Paul; the Beatle…not the Apostle.  In an interview with James   
Corden, Paul McCartney said a key lyric in his song “Let It Be” came to him 
in a dream.  He was feeling great anxiety in his life and that night his late 
mother Mary appeared to him in a dream and spoke the three inspirational 
words.   

      In this season of Advent, we often read the 
birth narrative from the first chapter of Luke.  
Mary and Joseph are engaged to be married.  Life 
for them is going along fine.  Then, the angel     
Gabriel is sent to visit Mary, to tell her that she is 
going to be a mother.  The problem is Mary is not 
married yet.  Mary knows that this news will cre-
ate a major scandal.  What a disruption!  And how 
does Mary respond?  “Here I am, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word” (Luke 1:38).  Actually, in her language, Mary would have said, 
“Amen.”  In her native language, “Amen” means “Let it be so.”  So, each 
time we end a prayer, we are really saying “Let it be.” 
     When so much in our lives has been disrupted, when so much is beyond 
our control to change…we need the words of John and Paul…and a young 
mother named Mary.  When disruption comes; let it be.  When changes 
come beyond our control: let it be.  When we are longing for Christmas as it 
used to be; let it be.  Oh Lord, let it be with us, according to your word.  
Amen (let it be so). 
     A very blessed Advent and Christmas season to you and yours. 
 

                     Love ya’  

 

                         Ed 
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Oh Lord, Let It Be With Us, According To Your Word 

Financial & Administrative                    
Services 2020 Apportionments Due 

By January 6, 2021 
 

In keeping with the notice in The Con-
ference Journal, the final payment of 
the 2020 apportionment year needs to 
be received at our lockbox on or be-
fore January 6, 2021. Checks received 
in our lockbox after January 6, 2021, re-
gardless of the postmark date on the en-
velope, will be counted as having been 
received in 2021. 

Churches Please Note — 
To Assure your Apportionment 

Payments for 2020 are              
Counted and Reflected for 2020  

 
Even if the envelope is post-marked before      
December 31, but it is not received at the Confer-
ence’s lockbox until after the cut-off date, the 
payment won’t be reflected in the church’s 2020 
apportionment payments.  The envelope has to 
arrive at the lockbox by January 6, 2021 
(regardless of the postmark). Even if you send 
your final 2020 apportionment payment by         
Monday, January 4, 2021, chances are that it 
will not arrive at the lockbox in time to be count-
ed as received for 2020.      

http://www.eocumc.com/canal
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Pianist/Singer/Praise team leader - The United Methodist Church in Stow.  This is a part time position that will 
involve working with our Praise Team through rehearsals and weekly worship experiences.  We are seeking 
someone who has the required skills as well as an understanding of worship, who has a positive attitude, and 
who likes working with a larger music department.  For more information please contact the church office 
at:  umcinstow@gmail.com.   
 

Organist/Piano Accompanist - Wedgewood UMC (Akron) - Primary responsibilities are to play organ/piano for 
one traditional worship service on Sunday mornings, as well as weddings and funerals, upon request. For details, 
please contact Wedgewood United Methodist Church via email at office@wedgewoodumc.org or phone 330-733
-8707, or contact Pastor Joe Burkhardt via email at jburkhardt1976@gmail.com or phone 216-403-9750. 

Teach •  Reach •  Bless  
 

97% of Needed $1.5 Million has been Committed – and 28% Collected 
 
The Teach • Reach • Bless campaign to raise and collect $1.5 million to build and furnish a 
residence hall on the campus of Africa University will change lives. The dorm will enable more 
female students to live on campus, meaning they will not need to find off-campus housing 
and commute to class – situations that make them vulnerable to untenable situations. 
 
To date, commitments of $1,452,722.26 have been made toward the $1.5 million needed to break ground – and $413,441.74 has been 
collected. Thank you for your support, and for your commitment to improving the education and wellness of women today for a better 
Africa tomorrow. 
 
 Support Teach • Reach • Bless -To download campaign resources go to: https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/ 

Canal  D ist r ic t  Job Openings 
For  a l l  Job Openings in  the East  Ohio Conference,  go to:   

https: / /www.eocumc.com/class i f ied/ index.html  

 

 
Retirements Announced 

Betsy Stewart to Retire at Year’s End - Since 1994 Betsy      
Stewart has walked beside both the clergy who shepherd our 
East Ohio Conference congregations and faith communities and 
the Conference staff who equip and support them. As Benefits 
Manager she has been the liaison between benefit carriers and 
the Conference as the plan sponsor. She’s worked with the EOC 
Board of Benefits to coordinate plan document language, Con-
ference policies, and participant eligibility, and then assisted 
pastors and church leadership to get answers to their questions 
and to create implementation processes.  

Rev. Dr. Gary George - Throughout his ministry, Rev. Dr. Gary George lived out his personal mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ and 
to encourage and empower others in this mission. He was youth pastor at two United Methodist churches when he received his first East 
Ohio Conference appointment in 1980. He served Dellroy/Leavittsville, Dueber, Mt. Zion, and Newcomerstown Christ UMCs prior to 1999 
when Bishop Jonathan Keaton appointed him to the Cabinet. 
George served as superintendent of the Steubenville District for six years before being named the first superintendent of the then newly 
created Tuscarawas District. Bishop John L. Hopkins appointed him to serve as assistant to the Bishop in 2006 and Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
continued that appointment when she was assigned to be resident bishop of the Conference in 2016. 
 
Rev. Steve Court - Rev. Steve Court is a second-career pastor. He worked as a systems analyst and project manager for Exxon Chemical 
Americas prior to answering the call to ordained ministry while serving as a volunteer youth leader at New Dover UMC in New Jersey. His 
first pastoral appointment was to Allerton and Norton UMCs near Clinton, NJ while earning his Master of Divinity at Drew University. He 
later served St. John’s UMC in Hope, NJ, before transferring in 1995 to the East Ohio Conference, where he served Senecaville/Mt. Ephra-
im and Strasburg UMCs. 
In 2008, Court was appointed to the Cabinet by Bishop John L. Hopkins. He served six years as superintendent of the Southern Hills Dis-
trict and was then appointed to be director of Connectional Ministries for the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone continued that appointment when she was assigned to be resident bishop of the Conference in 2016.  
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C A N A L  D I S T R I C T  O F F I C E  S T A F F    
 

 District Superintendent: Rev. Ed Peterson - Administrative Assistant: Debbie Bryant -  Treasurer, Funding Secretary: Sheryl Reynolds 
If you would like to receive our newsletter by mail or email, please contact Debbie. 800 East Market St., Akron  44305 - 
Phone: 330-252-0299 - Fax: 330-252-0297 -  E-mail: cdistumc@gmail.com - Web Site:  www.eocumc.com/canal/ 

Canal  Dist r ic t  C lergy and Fami l ies  Bir thdays  and Anniversar ies  

Prayer Concerns - Canal District  
 

 
The family of Curt Thompson —       
Curt passed away on Friday, October 
23rd unexpectedly at his home after a 
short battle with lung 
cancer.   Curt had 

served as Canal District Lay Leader for sever-
al years in the past.  He was currently on the 
Canal District Lay Servant Committee. Curt 
was an active member of the Wadsworth 
United Methodist Church and active volun-
teer with Hospice of Medina County. He just 
celebrated 20 years of dedicated service Sep-
tember 2020 with Hospice. His passion was lay speaking and 
providing worship services for local nursing facilities. He was 
a man of deep conviction concerning his faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His devotion to his church and compassionate 
heart as a  Hospice volunteer define the goodness of the 
man he was.  

 
 
 
Prayers for Mike Grant -
pastor - Shreve United                    
Methodist Church)  -
recovering from  surgery  
 

Birthdays – December 
1 James Wiebrecht 

2 Holly Grant 

7 Waneta Shilling 

16 Zach Burkhardt 

17 Ruthie Trigg 

19 Philip Raynes 

22  Tom Drotar 

27 Titus Burkhardt,  

          Magdalene (Maggie) Mitchell 

Anniversaries – December 
16 Phil & Andrea Hoverstock 

16 David & Beth Rittgers 

18 Jonathan & Kattie Jo Priebe 

 

Birthdays – January 
1 Dale Patterson 
11 Naomi Burkhardt 
12 Cindy Patterson 
23 Jesse Ebert 
24 Mary Wolf 

Anniversaries – January 

15 David & Vicki  Hillman-Breckner 

Mission                     
Journeys in  2021 -                            

V i r tua l  Tr ips  
 
We are still in mission and EOC Mis-
sions is excited to  announce two 
virtual trips in early 2021. It’s a per-
fect opportunity for those who have 

always felt called to mission but haven’t been able to go out into 
the field.  Participate in a virtual mission trip to ZOE Empowers in 
Zimbabwe January 12-14 and or to Peru in February. 
 
To learn more and register go to: https://www.eocumc.com/

missions/mission-trips.html 

Trinity Action Project (TAP) Grants 
 

Application Process for TAP - Any program/project from a Canal 
District local church that very clearly relates to the mission and 
vision of the Conference may submit an application. Funds for mis-
sion purposes are intended as “Seed Money” to be used as start-up 
funds to help initiate ministry and mission outreach. Programs/
projects will be funded for a maximum of 3 years. Applications will 
have a specific plan and/or strategy for a program/project, a clearly 
defined method(s) in which the funds will be used, and a method 
for decreasing the “seed money” funding over the 3 year period. 
TAP Grant funding may not be used for capital expenditures or 
clergy salaries. Churches applying for a multi-year grant will submit 
a new application each year. 
For an application go to:  
https://www.eocumc.com/canal/grants-scholarships.html 


