
Guidelines for Virtual Charge Conferences 
 
The Discipline of the United Methodist Church paragraph 246-251details the standards, 
authority, and purpose of a Charge/Church Conference. (¶246-Charge Conference 
General Provisions & ¶248 The Church Conference). 
 
During the global Covid-19 pandemic Bishop Malone, in consultation with our 
Conference Chancellor Rex Miller, has authorized holding Charge Conferences in a 
virtual format. 
 
Based on the Book of Discipline and Ohio Revised Code Section 1702.31 (B), these 
guidelines are what is necessary to hold a charge (church) conference with most 
participants attending by electronic means. 
 

• The DS (or designated convener), Pastor and Charge Conference Recording 
Secretary shall be physically present on the church property. Others may 
attend virtually or physically provided that social distancing precautions are in 
place and followed.  

• As is the case with any church conference, the meeting should be announced at 
least ten days in advance and limited to the stated purpose (call) for the 
meeting. 

• Other members of the charge (church) conference may participate digitally 
(ZOOM, conference call, etc.) and may vote.  

• The Recording Secretary would need to keep accurate attendance of each 
member physically and digitally present.   

• It is recommended that the vote be taken by roll call.  For example, the DS 
(presiding officer) would read the name of each member present (physically or 
digitally) and have the recording secretary record each member’s vote.  The 
recording secretary would then tally the vote and provide the DS or presider 
with the tally of the vote just taken.  The DS would then announce the result of 
the vote and declare to the charge (church) conference is the motion was 
approved or failed. 

• After the stated purpose of the charge (church) conference has been concluded 
the final action would be to adjourn the special charge (church) conference.  
Recording Secretary signs tally sheet and returns to Canal District Office. 
 

Bishop Malone has determined that these guidelines are to be used during the phased-
in building reopening period.   
  
 


