
   

 
Canal District UMW PRESIDENT 

— Elizabeth Feldman 

Wow! We have had a crazy Spring and 

Summer! Unlike any time we have 

experienced. But things similar to this 

have happened. The flu epidemic, the Great 

Depression, and 9/11. These events affected 

everyone. And still, God brought us through it. And 

He will again, if we trust in Him. I’m hearing about 

great things members of United Methodist Women 

are doing in their communities; of creative ways we 

are communicating and taking care of others. This, 

of course, is our Purpose.  

Do you need some ideas? Some resources? 

Please read response magazine. Please log onto 

unitedmethodistwomen.org. Both of these resources 

are filled with amazing stories of women, like you, 

all over the world, and even in your own back 

yard. Telling about projects that work in their 

community, things they have learned together. 

You can also sign up for Social Action alerts, or 

‘like’ the United Methodist Women Facebook page. 

Please ‘like’ the Canal District United Methodist 

Women Facebook page. I share national UMW 

posts on the Canal page. 

You can sign up for ‘Faith Talks.’ a UMW 

podcast. And past podcasts are archived on the 

website referenced above. 

The Mission u Spiritual Growth study, Finding 

Peace in an Anxious World is now available on the 

website for your personal or group use. Free videos 

and study sheets are also available. Participants in 

this study will explore ways to discover peace 

through scriptural and spiritual disciplines. Using the 

Serenity Prayer and the book of Proverbs as guides, 

we will seek to find ways to be rooted in God and 

energized to live fully as disciples of Christ. This 

study will work especially well for a unit, district or 

Sunday School class to learn together.  

 

VICE PRESIDENT—Mary Lane Wright 

Greetings Sisters of Faith! I greet you in the 

name of our Lord and Savior who has and 

continues to care for us during these current 

COVID-19 pandemic times. It is by our faith and 

his grace, love and mercy that we find ourselves 

continually blessed by the best. 

As a farewell to Rev. Lea Mahan, who came 

out of retirement and shepherded us for 17 

months, our Unit orchestrated an outdoor 

service with a Thank you and well wishes 

“Drive By” for her and her husband, Rick, for 

their superior service to and with us. 

We are looking forward to our Virtual Fall 

Gathering on September 19. Our speaker will be 

Leah Clancy of Rehab Ministries in Akron.  

As Human Trafficking continues to be 

rampant in our county and NE Ohio, we find 

the number of minors now in Human 

Trafficking to be at an alarming rate. Leah is an 

amazing speaker who has many years of 

experience with the minors served through 

mentoring and safe housing. She will be 

speaking about Rebecca’s Place which cares for 

young girls caught up in the throes of Human 

Trafficking. With school being out and higher 

usage of technology, teens are looking for more  

social involvement. We are hoping this has not 

increased their rate of capture.  

Don't miss this very important event. It gives 

us another opportunity to participate in our 

usual manner by donating to a charitable service 

organization utilizing our program goals. 

Centenary UMW in Akron—though we 

have not resumed meeting as a small group, we 

are boldly maintaining Zoom church attendance 

first and foremost. We strive heartily to have 

every member, desiring to do so, be present at 

church by phone, computer or iPad.  Weekly 

church attendance has grown. 

Mrs. Tenicia James, a visiting church 

attendee wrote a program, CUMC Kids “Grab & 

Go” Breakfast Club. It is held on Saturdays, 10-

11 a.m. and our participant numbers continue to 

grow weekly. Our initial design was to provide 

a replacement for Akron Public Schools Food 

Program that ended when school officially 

closed in June. Through donations and a Canal 

District Grant, we are continuing the program as 

long as funds are available. The program is 

staffed mainly by UMW members assisted by 

Mr. Ennis James, our Sidewalk Sandwich Board 

Man. 

Keep the faith, Sisters, ‘We've Come This Far 

By Faith, Leaning on the Lord.' 
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 Fall Gathering  
via  

Facebook Live! 

September 19, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You do not have to have a Facebook 

account. We will send a link via email, that 

you can click on. Participants will be able to 

comment as we go along by typing in the 

comment section. 

After our meeting on the 19th. we will 

upload the video to YouTube for future 

viewing. Perhaps it could be used for a Unit 

program. 

Usually the offering we receive during our 

Fall Gathering goes to our speaker’s ministry. 

This year we will give you information for 

making a donation to Rehab Ministries. 

Stay tuned for more details via email. 

SOCIAL ACTION— Pam Domer 

International COVID-19 Grants: United 

Methodist Women Acts Swiftly, Effectively to Save 

Lives (excerpt from UMW online article by Mary 

Beth Coudal) 
 

“By the grace and giving of members of United 

Methodist Women, immediate grants for food, 

hygiene, education, income projects and caregiving 

have supported faith, advocacy and children’s 

groups who have been directly impacted by 

COVID-19. Through United Methodist Women, 

national office staff team, consisting of Regional 

Missionaries and in collaboration with in-country 

working teams, grants were made based on 

assessed community needs. 

Around the world, United Methodist Women is 

taking swift action to assist and ensure protection 

of the underserved elderly or disabled people and 

the women and children who are directly or 

indirectly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Through financial gifts to United Methodist 

Women, international groups are supported as 

they take unprecedented steps to prevent, care for 

and heal the people most at risk of suffering from 

the virus’s most devastating consequences. While 

recognizing that isolation is required to combat the 

disease, United Methodist Women’s partners are 

creating online support opportunities and spatially-

distanced communities to share information with 

neighbors in need. 

The initial results of the grants indicate a steady 

decline in overall exposure when community 

members work together, educate one another and 

look out for each other. The power and positivity 

of international partnership and community-based 

health advocacy is a foundation upon which the 

Regional Missionaries program of United 

Methodist Women is built.” 

National Mission Institute Grants and 

International Partners are funded through your Call 

to Prayer and Self Denial giving. For more 

information on how you might support these and 

other ministries during this time of unprecedented 

needs go to unitedmethodistwomen.org and select 

the green Give Now button. 

 

Romans 2:4 says, “Do you not realize that 

God’s kindness is meant to lead you to 

repentance?” Repent with me. Change direction. If 

anyone can make change, it’s United Methodist 

Women. Listen to those most affected by injustice 

and follow their lead. Turn toward God. Change 

direction. Our lives depend on it. 

Tara Banks, President  

 National United Methodist Women 

TREASURER—Cindy Mykrantz 

A big thank you to all the Treasurers  

for plugging away through these  

peculiar times. I truly appreciate 

that so many of the pledges are  

still being sent in regularly, even  

though most are not able to meet,  

helping to fulfill our Conference pledge. I hope 

you are all able to gather remotely for 

fellowship.  It’s always good to keep in touch.  

Remember, we must be physically distanced, but 

SOCIALLY ENGAGED! 

As a reminder, remittances are due the 10th 

day of the month following Quarter end. The 

only exception is December.   

October – December Remittance due no later 

than December 15. Any remittance received after 

12/15/20 will be applied to the 1st quarter of 

next year. (2021) 

The last Special Mission Recognition order 

will be processed December 1. Any orders after 

that date will be ordered January 2021. 

Be well and be blessed! 

Joyfully His, Cindy 
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Annual Celebration 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 

Via Zoom: 10 am—Noon 

This will be the business meeting only.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

A link will be sent and  

registration is required. 

Program Resources—Michele Acord 

 

This year is a testament to change. The disease 

COVID-19 has pushed us out of our comfort zone. 

Challenges continue with that, even though I think 

most people have resigned themselves to our new 

normal...social distancing, masks, hand sanitizer, 

virtual meetings and virtual school.  

We also watched or participated in rallies that 

brought up social inequities and movements for 

change. This year we will be voting for a President, 

but did you remember that this is also the 100th 

anniversary of the women’s right to vote. 

Newspapers, magazines and books are a never 

ending sources of education on leadership, 

community, nurturing, social action, spiritual 

growth and mission education. Our Reading 

Program is a wonderful resource.  

I wonder with the libraries 

opening up, if you will consider 

checking out a few of the books in 

our Reading Program. Mary Lou 

Henneman, EOC Reading Program 

Resource Secretary has recommended a few. 

“So You Want to Talk About Race” by Ijeoma 

Oluo (Social Action - Counts as two books) 

“Tally and The Crazy Eights” by Monique Gray 

Smith (Nurturing for Community) 

“Teaching Outside The Box: Five Approaches 

to Opening the Bible with Youth” by Andrew 

Zirschky (Leadership Development) 

“When Others Shuddered: Eight Women who 

Refused to Give Up” by James Janosz (Education 

for Mission) 

“Writings of John Wesley” edited by Keith 

Beasley Topliff (Spiritual Growth) 

Many of these books address issues of today. 

Please take some time and encourage other UMW 

sisters to read some of these insightful books.  

Until we are together again...stay well and 

keep reading! 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 —Kathy Hatfield 

 

Are you ready for this virus to be gone?  I am.  

But as we still have to wear our masks and stay 

6' away we still can show the love of God and 

care for others. This poem has come to mind. 

 Some people have a special way 

  of showing how they care. 

 In any time of trouble 

 they just happened to be there 

 to give their help and encouragement 

  in their practicable way; 

 That makes the world of difference 

  when your blue skies turn to grey. 

 

 I guess the secret of their ways 

  Lies deep within their soul; 

 the source of their contentment 

  is at all times in control. 

 The peace of mind that they enjoy 

  is given from above. 

 Theirs is the sweet communion 

  of lives enriched with love. 

                   - G.B. Walker 

 

Cards, notes, and phone calls are a great way to 

show others that we care when we cannot see 

them in person. You will never know how 

showing a little love in one of these ways may 

brighten up someone's day. 

God bless you, Kathy  



 4 

 

THE CANAL VOICE 
 Canal District United Methodist Women  August 2020 

2020 Officers 

President: Elizabeth Feldman .................................... Oak Chapel, umwcanal@gmail.com: 330-465-5782 

Vice President: Mary Lane Wright ............................ Centenary, wrightm667@gmail.com: 330-773-9006 

Secretary: Cheryl Taylor ............................................. Macedonia, cherylktaylor@aol.com: 216-789-8542 

Communications: Nancy Mishler ............................  Wooster, ehdor725@centurylink.net: 330-464-9241 

Treasurer: Cindy Mykrantz ............................... Oak Chapel, cindy.mykrantz@gmail.com: 330-439-4288 

Program Resources: Michele Acord ................... Mogadore, micheleacord122@gmail.com: 330-628-9577 

 

MISSION COORDINATORS 

Social Action: Pam Domer ......................................  Oak Chapel, pamdomer@gmail.com: 330-601-3926  

Spiritual Growth: Kathy Hatfield ............ Marshallville/Easton, krafty_kathy@hotmail.com; 330-658-6462 

Education/Interpretation: Your name here! ...............................................................................................   

Membership/Nurture/Outreach: Your name here! .....................................................................................  

 

The Canal Voice is mailed free of charge to Canal District local Unit Presidents,  

Vice Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers. 

This newsletter is emailed to anyone providing an e-mail address;  

please contact umwcanal@gmail.com to receive a copy electronically. 

The Canal Voice 

United Methodist Women 

708 Kieffer St 

Wooster OH 44691-2418 

 


