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Faith Connections  
February 2024 

 
Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday are both on February 14th this year. This day, dedicated to 
love, also begins a time of reflection on the greatest love of all. As we journey through the 
Lenten season, may we prayerfully seek to live out these words of Christ: “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and 
first commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” -- 
Matthew 22:37-39 ESV 

 
Thank You! 

We can’t thank you enough for your generosity through GivingTuesday, Christmas, and our year-end appeal! As a 
not-for-profit ministry, your prayers and support are essential to help us meet the needs of our individuals. We 
thank God for you and your continued partnership with Flat Rock! 
 

The Dick Parks Memorial Race at the Rock is Back at the Rock! 
On Saturday, May 18, gather with us at Flat Rock’s main campus for the 19th 
annual race event benefiting Flat Rock. This year will also feature the grand opening 
and dedication of the TRL Outdoor Therapeutic Center!  

 
 

Are you ready to put the FUN in fundraising? 
Last year, two churches engaged in a fundraising event that saw the winning team’s 
pastor, Pastor Pamela Sayre of Huron UMC, not only give a pie in the face to Rev. 
Robin Dillon, pastor of Lakewood UMC, but also to Karen Kilgo, President/CEO of 
Flat Rock! Each church solicited donations for Race at the Rock, and the church 
team who raised the most money won! A celebration potluck was held at the Huron 
church and the pies began to fly! It was that simple and that effective! Plus, it was a 
whole lot of fun!  

  
Give Up: Give Forward 

As you give up something for Lent—chocolate, coffee, peanut butter, social media, too much TV, etc.—consider 
donating money saved to Flat Rock. Just mark your donation Give Up: Give Forward.  

 
Adopt-a-Home Sponsors Needed 

We are so grateful for the churches and individuals who adopted homes at Flat Rock in our Adopt-a-Home 
program! We have a few homes needing sponsors, and we’d love to connect them with caring donors and groups. 
Visit https://www.flatrockhomes.org/adopt-a-home/ for details or email engagement@flatrockhomes.org to Adopt a 
Home! 

 

https://www.flatrockhomes.org/adopt-a-home/
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Night to Shine 
Night to Shine 2024 is sure to be a night of glitz and glamour! Night to Shine is 

an unforgettable prom night experience, centered on God’s love, for people with 
special needs ages 14 and older. Night to Shine 2024 is a global event 

supported by the Tim Tebow Foundation. Check back next month for photos of 
all the fun! 

 
Coming in March 

“National Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month is observed in March in the U.S. The campaign seeks to raise 
awareness about including people with developmental disabilities in all facets of community life. It also creates 
awareness of the difficulties that people with disabilities still face in fitting into the communities in which they live.” 
Click here for more information: https://bit.ly/3u5iMhG 
 

Job Opportunities with Flat Rock 
Flat Rock Care Center and Community Services are hiring for multiple positions across Northern Ohio! Check out 
current available positions here: https://www.flatrockhomes.org/careers/join-our-team/  
 

Disability Awareness Sunday 
Plan your Disability Awareness Sunday now. We can help with resources, data, and 
speakers! 
 
From the UMC Book of Discipline paragraph 265: Disability Awareness Sunday shall be 
observed annually… Disability Awareness Sunday calls the church to celebrate the gifts and 
graces of persons with disabilities and calls the Church and society to fully include persons 
with disabilities in the community. 
 

Contact Flat Rock’s Church Engagement Coordinators, Deaconess Sherri Buehl at sbuehl@flatrockhomes.org or Rose 
Darling at rdarling@flatrockhomes.org to discuss and schedule your Disability Awareness Sunday. Rose and Sherri 
are available throughout the year for this and other speaking engagements.  

 
Did you know? 

The East Ohio Conference website offers numerous resources for you! From messages from Bishop Malone to a 
calendar of events which may include your own church events (that you must submit), to various ministry pages such 
as the Advocacy page under which the Disability Awareness information, resources, Ohio Disability and Ministry 
Collaborative (ODMC), and Flat Rock newsletters are located. E-news is a wonderful source of current information! 
East Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church (umclive.org).  
 

Looking Ahead 
Saturday, May 18, 2024: The Dick Parks Memorial Race at the Rock and the TRL Dedication and Grand Opening 

Celebration  
Tuesday, December 3, 2024: GivingTuesday, watch this newsletter and our social media pages for updates and 

announcements 
March 2024: Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 

 
Check out photos of fun at Flat Rock on the next pages! 
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Individuals at Flat Rock Care Center 
enjoyed lots of activities this winter 
including craft time with Play-Doh (left) 
and movies in the gym (below) 

Folks from Flat Rock Care Center visited local law enforcement offices for Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day and presented them with Thank You posters that the residents helped make. 
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Activities are always spicing it up at Flat 
Rock! They do lots of fun activities from 
mini bowling to throwing spaghetti! 

Nothing is better than 
homemade apple pie! Folks at 

the Care Center had a great time 
baking one of their favorite 

desserts. 
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