Annual Conference 2020 to Take Place Virtually on September 26-27
Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Commi�ed, Connected
August 17, 2020
You have received this important communica�on because you are a vo�ng member of Annual Conference who is
expected to par�cipate in the virtual session of Annual Conference 2020 on Saturday, September 26 and Sunday,
September 27. If you are not a vo�ng member of Annual Conference, please e-mail Conference Secretary the Rev.
Cindy Pa�erson, cpa�erson@eocumc.com.
Make plans now to ensure your home or oﬃce has internet service with enough bandwidth to view an hours-long
video webinar. You will not be able to use a smartphone to view and vote during the virtual Annual Conference. So
be sure to have a laptop, iPad, or another non-smartphone device on which to both view the business sessions and
worship services of this year’s conference and cast online ballots.
The same webinar and vo�ng process used for Annual Conference will be used for the Clergy Execu�ve Session on
Friday, September 25. If you did not previously register online for Annual Conference 2020 – or for Clergy Execu�ve
Session, if you are clergy – please call Registrar Brenda Vaccaro at (800) 831-3972 ext. 153.
Visit the Annual Conference 2020 website, www.eocumc.com/eoac20, to view this year’s agenda and learn more
about Annual Conference and the Clergy Execu�ve Session.
In the coming weeks you will receive two addi�onal communica�ons from the Conference oﬃce explaining what you
need to do to par�cipate virtually in Annual Conference 2020, which will care for the essen�al business of the East
Ohio Conference. Be sure to read all documents as soon as you receive them so that you are fully informed and are
ready to par�cipate when the ﬁrst business session begins at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 26.
• The Pre-Conference Workbook has been mailed. The envelope containing it also includes addi�onal
documents per�nent to this year’s session.
• You will also receive a le�er via e-mail (or the U.S. Postal Service, if we do not have your e-mail address)
containing informa�on, instruc�ons and links that you will need to both: connect to the Annual
Conference webinar; and to cast your votes. The le�er will also include dates and �mes of online prac�ce
sessions. You are expected to par�cipate in one of the sessions using the device you will use for Annual
Conference so that you will have prac�ced logging into the webinar and cas�ng votes prior to the start of
Annual Conference.
A�er reading the documents, e-mail any ques�ons you may have about Annual Conference 2020 to Conference
Secretary the Rev. Cindy Pa�erson at cpa�erson@eocumc.com no later than September 16. She will answer
ques�ons of process and procedures and will forward to other presenters the ques�ons per�nent to their areas of
ministry so that they can include the answers in their respec�ve reports.
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The expecta�on is that you will par�cipate in this year’s virtual session using the internet network in your home or at
your oﬃce. We appreciate that a few vo�ng members, though, may not have the internet bandwidth at home
necessary to par�cipate in a video webinar. For those individuals, we have arranged for select churches to serve as
internet hotspots. There will be limited sea�ng at these loca�ons, which are only for Annual Conference vo�ng
members.
Vo�ng members in need of internet access to par�cipate fully in the business sessions of Annual Conference on
Saturday, September 26 may choose to use any hotspot. Sea�ng will be preset in each loca�on to provide social
distancing. Those using the internet hotspot are expected to wear their mask inside the building. If using an internet
hotspot, you will need to provide your own laptop, iPad, etc. for vo�ng as well as your own bag lunch because food
will not be provided at any of the loca�ons.
You must make a reserva�on to use a hotspot no later than 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 16. Make your
reserva�on by calling or emailing the district oﬃce at the number or address shown next to each internet hotspot
site.
Wedgewood UMC (330-252-0299) cdistumc@gmail.com
Norwalk First UMC (419-668-6115) ﬁrelandsdistrict@gmail.com
East Liverpool First UMC (330-270-3400) oﬃce@mvdistumc.org
Bucyrus UMC (419-522-3881) midohiodistrict@gmail.com
Sunbury UMC (419-522-3881) midohiodistrict@gmail.com
Rocky River UMC (216-441-4527) oﬃce@northcoastdistrict.com
Thoburn UMC (740-264-1601) cevans@eocumc.com
New Concord UMC (740-255-5691) shillsdistrict@gmail.com
U�ca UMC (740-622-8880) 3riversdist@sbcglobal.net
New Philadelphia First UMC (330-499-3972 ext. 106) tuscdistoﬃce@eocumc.com
Painesville UMC (216-441-4527) oﬃce@northcoastdistrict.com
(NOTE: the North Coast District oﬃce is receiving the reservations for
this site in the Western Reserve District.)

Thank you in advance for proac�vely preparing for and ac�vely engaging in this year’s virtual conference. Annual
Conference 2020 begins at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 26 with the Service of Commemora�on and Holy
Communion. Please have communion elements with you so that you can partake in communion from your home or
oﬃce. Annual Conference will conclude with a 10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, September 27. We invite all East
Ohio Conference congrega�ons and faith communi�es to use the livestream of this service as your morning worship
service for that day.
Sincerely,
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