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Come, Lord Jesus, Come 
Rev. Doug Lewis, DS 
 
“Into the Darkness of This World,” a composition by Maggi Dawn, continues to be one of 
my favorite songs to listen to during the season of Advent. The words to the song are, as         
follows: 
 

1. Into the darkness of this world, into the shadows of the night; 
    into this loveless place you came, lightened our burdens, eased our pain, 
    and made these hearts your home.  
    Into the darkness once again, O Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 

       Chorus 1: 
 Come with your love, to make us whole, come with your light, to lead us on, 
 driving the darkness far from our souls: O come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 

2. Into the longing of our souls, into these heavy hearts of stone, 
    shine on us now your piecing light, order our lives and souls aright,  
    by grace and love unknown.  
    Until in you our hearts unite, O come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 
3. O Holy child, Emmanuel, hope of the ages, God with us, 
    visit again this broken place, till all the earth declares your praise 
    and your great mercies own.  
    Now let your love be born in us, O come, Lord Jesus, come.  
 

       Chorus 2: 
 Come in your glory, take your place, Jesus, the name above all names, 
 we long to see you face to face, O come, Lord Jesus, come.  
 
For the past few years this song has become my prayer during the Advent season. I pray for Christ to come 
and enter the dark world of addiction that is destroying individuals, families, and communities. “Come, Lord 
Jesus, come,” is the prayer I utter when I read about people from Central America seeking asylum at our 
southern border. As I hear the news about violent attacks upon innocent people, my prayer is a plea for Christ 
to come into our midst once again and usher in his reign of peace. Who else has the power to order our lives 
and souls aright? Who else can answer the longing of our souls? Come, Lord Jesus, come.   
 
I pray with you during this Advent Season and look forward to the day of Christ’s glorious return. In the  
meantime, may Christ find a home in each of our lives. May we recommit ourselves to being a living               
expression of Christ’s peace and love. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 



Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 
12/1 Marshall & Pam Crawford 
12/11 David & Charlene Thomas 
12/20 John & Martha Grimm 
12/21 Casey Roelle 
 
1/4 Steve Engle 
 Barbara Letterly 
1/16 Ginny Park 
 Frank & Barbara Letterly 
1/18 Sara Englet 
1/23 Patty Humphress 
1/27 Jim Westermann 
 
 

Obituaries 
11/19/18   John P. Benson 
 
 

Dates & Deadlines 
December 6-7 Doug @ Cabinet 
December 6 Sarah @ Area Center 
December 11 dCOM 
December 14 Sarah @ Area Center 
 

The District Office will be closed    
December 24—January  2 for the 
Christmas Holiday. Email & phone 

messages will be checked on a  
daily basis during this time. 

  
SAVE THE DATE! 
Firelands District Spring Conference 
March 30, 2019 @ Norwalk First UMC 
 
 

Thank you! 
Thank you to the many pastors and    
congregations who hosted Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee Consultations and 
Charge Conferences this past fall. Your 
warmth and hospitality was greatly    
appreciated.                   Blessings, Doug 

Firelands District Youth Schedule 

Date Time Event Location 

January 6 2-4pm Business 
Meeting 

Norwalk First 

February    
8 & 9 

 Meeting & 
Missions 

Sandusky 
Trinity UMC 

May 3 & 4  Race at the 
Rock 

Flat Rock 
Homes 

FIRELANDS DISTRICT VIM TRIP 
 
The 2019 VIM trip to South Carolina will take place March 31-April 
13.  Cost is $350. 
 
The first informational meeting is Sunday, December 9. For more 
information contact VIM Coordinator, Wes Eddy at 440-453-9778 
or weseddy@aol.com.  

Classifieds 
Greenwich UMC has about 75 padded, stackable chairs they are 
offering to any church that can use them. Please contact Judy 
Ebinger  at gebinger1@neo.rr.com if interested. 

Special Session of General Conference 2019 
 
Online Pre-registration 
Guests and observers wishing to attend the Special Session of 
the General Conference, to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. 
Louis, Missouri, may now pre-register online. The Special Session 
has been called to receive and act upon a report from the     
Commission on a Way Forward and recommendations of the 
Council of Bishops. 
 
Guest and observer registration is required to attend the         
session. There is a suggested badge fee of $7 for early               
registration and $10 for on-site registration to offset the costs of 
the credentialing process. 
 
Pre-registration is available through January 31, 2019. 
 
Included with this email you will find a matrix on the 3 options 
set for vote. This is an excellent, non-biased chart to share with 
your congregations. 

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=378405&










Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
www.eocumc.org/firelands 

Contact Us 

 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Doug Lewis 

 

Administrative  

Assistant / Treasurer 

Mrs. Sarah Christophel 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 


