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The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness did not overcome it.  

(John 1:5) 
 
 

There are times on our journey through life when it seems as though our 
lives have been invaded by darkness – the diagnosis of a life-changing     
illness, the death of a loved one, wrestling with an addiction, the loss of a 
dream, or our own internal struggles. The gospel, writes John, reminds us 
that in times such as this, we need to be mindful of the light of God that 
breaks into the darkness we are experiencing.  
 
The Incarnate presence of God breaks through the darkness and enters 
into our lives in and through Christ. John proclaims that darkness does 
not have the capacity to overcome this light of God. Darkness does not 
have the capacity to thwart the life-healing and life-transforming work of 
God that is continually being ushered into the world in and through Christ. 
The light shines in the darkness, and because of what God is doing in 
Christ, darkness no longer has the capacity to overcome the light.  
 
As we celebrate the coming of Christ, may we rejoice in the ultimate      
victory he brings over all forms of darkness. May we live and rest in this 
hope. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Doug 



Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 
12/1 Marshall & Pamela Crawford 
12/11 David & Charlene Thomas 
12/13 Rob & Amy Ochier 
12/20 John & Martha Grimm 
12/22 Karen Graham 
 
1/4 Steve Engle 
 Barbara Letterly 
1/9 Ted & Sherri Buehl 
1/16 Virginia Park 
 Frank & Barbara Letterly 
1/18 Sara Englet 
1/21 Joe Carney 
1/23 Patty Humphress 
1/27 Jim Westermann 
 

Obituaries 
10/31/19 Nancy Johnson 
12/2/19  Ronald H. Goetz 
 

Dates & Deadlines 
 
Dec.  4-6 Doug @ Cabinet 
Dec. 6  Office Closed 
Dec. 10  dCOM 
Dec. 13  Sarah @ EOC 
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 Office Closed 
Jan. 6-8 Doug @ Cabinet 
Jan. 20  Office Closed 
Jan. 28-30 Doug @ Cabinet 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
District Conference 

March 21, 2020 

Firelands District Youth Schedule 

Date Time Event Location 

January 12 2:00pm DYC Meeting Norwalk First 
UMC 

February 7  Overnight 
Event 

 

May 2  Race at the 
Rock  
Sleepover 

 

APPORTIONMENTS 
 
In keeping with the notice in the East Ohio Annual 
Conference Journal, the final payment of the 2019 
apportionment year needs to be received at the 
EOC lockbox on or before January 3, 2020. Checks 
received in the lockbox after January 3, 2020,      
regardless of the postmark date on the envelope, 
will be counted as having been received in 2020.  

LENT FAMILY MINISTRY GRANTS 
 
Family Ministry Tools' resources for churches are created 
by a team of educators with deep ties to the East Ohio 
Conference. Our mission is to help churches equip their 
families to have faith  conversations at home. Because of 
our shared history in a small UM church and our belief in 
the importance of churches investing in their families, we 
would like to offer an opportunity to East Ohio churches 
with under 100 in weekly attendance to receive a free 
download of our 2020 Lent in a Box and a $100 grant to 
help purchase the supplies needed to create boxes.  
 
Interested churches should submit a short paragraph  
detailing how this grant would benefit their family ministry 
and outreach efforts. Email submissions no later than 
January 15  to robin@familyminstrytools.org. 
 
Lent in a Box is a pizza box filled with all-age devotions 
and engaging activities to help families observe Lent at 
home together. Everything a family needs to do the     
activities will be in the box (aside from normal household 
supplies like markers and tape). We have created the 
devotions and activities for you. You will need to print the 
materials, buy the supplies, and pack your boxes.       
Visit familyministrytools.org for more information about 
our resources. 

mailto:robin@familyminstrytools.org
http://familyministrytools.org/






“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

John 1:14 (NIV) 
 
Advent is a gift of time and space to slow down and be present to God, who comes to us in the 
ordinariness of our lives. Advent is a process of active waiting and watching for God’s perpetual 
light to shine in the midst of darkness bringing calm to our fears, anxieties and sorrows. Advent is 
a time of welcoming Jesus, who is the Light, who is always coming into our hearts, our lives and 
the world offering the extraordinary gifts of love, peace, hope and joy. Advent is the anticipation of 
a miracle, God showing us a way where there was no way before … birthing something new in 
us, through us and beyond us. 
 
Advent is a holy season and a spiritual journey. It is an ongoing journey of becoming more like 
Jesus. The more we make room for Jesus Christ in our lives the more our lives become shaped 
by the character of Jesus Christ … loving, giving, gentle, forgiving, patient and welcoming. The 
more we understand the Holy Scriptures, and let them illuminate our path, the greater the         
difference our faith and witness make … loving our neighbor, having compassion for the most  
vulnerable and choosing to walk and work in ways that lead toward peace and justice. 
 
God-is-with-us in the middle of the journey … the chaos, the darkness, the contradictions and the 
complexities of life. God-is-with-us always bringing light, hope and promise in every circumstance 
and situation. 
 
In this season of Advent, I encourage us to journey together as we open our lives to the miracle-
working power of God. Let us hold on to the promise of new life and surrender ourselves to 
Christ, whom we trust more than ourselves. Let us also hold on to each other and make room for 
others in our hearts. Let us see each other as gifts to behold. 
 
May God shower you with God’s peace, mercy, love and joy this Christmas, so that you will be a 
beacon of hope to those you are called to love; and, so that people will encounter Jesus, as the 
greatest gift of all, through you. 





Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
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Contact Us 

 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Doug Lewis 

 

Administrative  

Assistant / Treasurer 

Mrs. Sarah Christophel 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 


