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Bishop James S. Thomas Award: Sustaining a Legacy  
This award honors those who exemplify the core values that Bishop Thomas lived as a   
Disciple in our time, and a "guiding light" in the United Methodist Church. He worked as 
the hands, feet--and voices--for peace and justice. The 2019 award was given to the Revs. 
Tammy and Don because, really, of who they are! Simply, honestly, faithfully, and truly, 
they embody the ministries of Bishop Thomas: they change lives. 

 

 
Bishop Thomas "was a giant who walked among us, serving United Methodism faithfully and generously always in 
the name of the God who is forever just." Described as "a beloved and revered leader in our Conference and the 
general church," the  James S. Thomas Leadership Award pays tribute to his integrity, his wisdom, and his words 
that "servant leadership means we are strong enough to be gentle." The 2019 Bishop Thomas Award recipients were 
unequivocally a social justice partnership, The Revs. Tammy and Don Kuntz, with these accolades for their "lifetime 
achievements". 

 
The faithful commitment to servant leadership of both Don and Tammy has quietly but steadfastly promoted social 
justice to many, in many ways, often under duress and out of more public view of the impact of their gifts. Both 
serve without drawing attention to the breadth of their serving, or the impact of their dual and conjoined life of   
service. Theirs is a storied ministry few have matched, as a team. Their ministries are the very heart of Wesley's          
commissioning to "do all the good you can..." Their modest, faithful perseverance and commitment, often against 
odds they've borne in private or silence, personify the legacy of Bishop James Thomas. 
 
Don and Tammy's story truly is a love story: their bond grew from their separate commitments to serve others 
answering a Call. It was a call of and for social justice that merged their independent ministries into a new union 
where the love they lived for others bonded them into a new commitment: partners wedded in social justice. 
Among their characteristic commitments are the following: 
            *Working with people on the margins 
 *Empowering people by connecting them to work projects that transform communities and lives  
 *Chairing the Peace With Justice Project 
 *Border & Immigration reform and protest 
 *Organizing, conducting, and partnering  mission trips to Haiti, La Pena, Honduras, South Africa, et al 
 *Sustaining mission partnership with Manos Juntas Mission in Rio Bravo  
 *Providing construction help, medical support, accompanying women who have been trafficked as they    
     navigate the courts; conducting and participating in creative ministries differently-abled persons.   
 *Serving as a witness at General Conference for MFSA, RMN, Love Your Neighbor, and social justice   
     initiatives where needs emerge 
 *Community and church-based study and engagement  
  
Tammy and Don were raised in Sunday School and summer camps, and they continue to raise up youth and   
youthful hearts and minds to embody the Jesus principles in their own daily lives. Please join with the many social 
justice-celebrating people of East Ohio UMC to recognize, honor, and celebrate the God-infused mighty ministries 
of Rev. Tammy Kuntz and Rev. Don Kuntz. 
  

Submitted by Carol Nelson-Burns 
 



Is your church “Making A Difference”? Email us your story and it could show up in our next issue! 

In May of this year, 12 ladies from Greenwich, New London, 
and Fitchville UMC Churches met with Pastor Ruth Kahawa, a  
missionary from Torroro, Uganda. They showed her the  
dresses they had been making and she was thrilled.  
 
She asked them to put pockets on the dresses and a pair of 
panties in the pockets, and also to look into doing some 
shorts with a simple fly in them for the boys.   
 
Followed by an article in several newspapers, they have had 
quite a summer. They have a total of 20 ladies, 7 churches, 
and 3 communities involved. The ladies sew every Tuesday 
and average 5-8  ladies each week: 4 sewers, and several    
others helping with cutting,  pressing, and preparing. 
 
They are currently approaching 300 dresses with panties in all pockets, and 100 pairs of 
shorts! Donations have been coming from drop-offs at New London and Greenwich          
Libraries and total over $250.00. Other donations have included enough elastic for 235 pairs 
of shorts and a bolt of 144 yards for dresses. 
 
Following a blessing by Pastor Pete Bellamy, Greenwich UMC will be sending 100 dresses to 
missionaries in Michigan and the remaining 200 dresses and 100 shorts to Pastor Ruth.   

UMW Mission U 
 
Over 100 United Methodist Women from East Ohio's 10 districts gathered on Mount Union's 
campus for the annual Mission U study, worship, fellowship and renewal. Three areas of 
study engaged us in participatory learning, large and small group discussions exploring and 
applying ideas to our lives and communities, and spiritual invigoration. Sharing, listening, 
learning, and being inspired, we answered that historic call: to serve women and children who 
need our voice, our talents, and our  commitment to be UMW. 
 
United Methodist Women are called, still, after 150 years of "women's work" in ministry in 
mission, to use our hands, feet, hearts, and voices to transform the lives of those hurting, 
harmed, and hungry--more than only physical yearnings.  We do, and shall continue to learn 
about critical situations impacting health and welfare of women and children, and commit to      
actions that improve the lives of mothers and children in need, in Ottawa County, East Ohio, 
North America, and around the world.  Please, join us in such important "Women's Work": it 
is important work, and we need your help to make our world a better, safer, healthier, and 
kinder place.. Amen 
 
Carol Nelson Burns 
UMW Education & Interpretation Coordinator for East Ohio  



Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 
9/4 Howard & Patty Humphress 
9/11 Randy & Erin Porter 
9/14 Luigi Perez 
9/16 David Clarke 
9/21 Pat Schneider 
9/22 Jeremy & Carin Roseberry 
9/23 Robin Dillon 
9/27 Doug Lewis 
9/28 Matthew Phipps 
 Wendy Brown 
  

Obituaries 
6/22/19 Mary Lou Franklin 
8/16/19 Raymond L. Tucker 
 

Dates & Deadlines 
Sept. 6  Catalyst Training 
Sept. 9  District UMW 
Sept. 10 Pastor Consultations 
Sept. 11-13 Clergy Ethics Training 
Sept. 16 Pastor Consultations 
Sept. 17 District Clergy Retreat 
Sept. 18-19 Pastor Consultations 
Sept. 23-26 Pastor Consultations 
  PPR Consultations 
Sept. 28 Charge Conference  
   @ Mt. Carmel 
Oct. 1-3 Doug @ Cabinet 
Oct. 5  District UMW Fall Mtg. 
Oct. 7-10 PPR Consultations 
Oct. 8  Superintendency Mtg. 
Oct. 12  Charge Conference 
   @ LaPorte 
Oct. 14-17 PPR Consultations 
Oct. 21  dCOM 
Oct. 22-24 Doug @ Cabinet 
Oct. 26  Charge Conference 
   @ LeRoy 
Oct. 28-31 PPR Consultations 

Firelands District Youth Schedule 

Date Time Event Location 

September 22 4:00pm Fall Rally Findley State 
Park,  

Wellington 

October 13 3:00pm Poverty  
Simulation 

Christ UMC, 
Ashland 

November 17  Project Feed Wadsworth 
Middle School 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 
In search of ANY two persons with a passport that can 
complete the missional team to Liberia. If you have had 
a yellow fever shot…great. If you have a VISA for      
Liberia that is current…greater still. If you have the 
dates of Sept. 9-24, 2019 open…GREAT IS OUR GOD! 
Come and make our team complete. Contact us NOW! 
Honor to serve with you in God’s mission fields 
Don & Karen Upson 
D1k2u3@outlook.com 330-990-22050  Karen  
upsondon@gmail.com 330-990-2251  Don   

Become a United Methodist Volunteer In Mission by 
participating in a trip to Camp Gideon in Estonia July 21-
August 5, 2020. Team members with construction skills 
are needed to renovate a lodge used to house camp 
counselors. Team members will also be needed to lead 
a Vacation Bible School for orphans. Cost is $2500. For 
more information contact Rev. Kathryn Adams, 330-719
-2902; revkathryn927@aol.com 

Collins UMC has a wonderful Advent series entitled Sent 
by Jorge Acevedo available. The set includes: 1 DVD,     
1 Leader’s Guide, 1 Children’s Leader Guide, 11          
devotionals, and 12 study books. Free to a good home! If 
interested, please contact Becke at 419-668-6203. 
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Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
www.eocumc.org/firelands 

Contact Us 

 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Doug Lewis 

 

Administrative  

Assistant / Treasurer 

Mrs. Sarah Christophel 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 


