
 

Rev. Doug Lewis 
District Superintendent 

“In those days a decree went out from Emper-
or Augustus that all the world should be registered.” 
And so begins the familiar narrative of Jesus’ birth 
as it is told by Luke.  What follows in the next  
twenty verses is the remarkable and rather disruptive 
account of Christ’s birth.  

Look at this story once again. In this narrative 
we see the normalcy of Mary and Joseph’s life    
continually being disrupted. To begin with, Mary 
and Joseph are required to travel to Bethlehem to be 
counted in a census. Under normal circumstances 
this might not have been much of a challenge, but 
this would not have been an easy journey for someone about to deliver their first child. The trip to       
Bethlehem started off with a large disruption for Mary and Joseph, no lodging.  Due to this            
disruption they were forced to deliver their baby in a barn!  Just think of that scenario, as it is far 
from ideal circumstances for the birth of your first born child. Then after giving birth, when you 
probably want to get some rest and get the  baby settled in, a group of local shepherds decide to 
show up for a impromptu baby shower. Talk about an intrusion into the normalcy of one’s life. Talk 
about disruptive.  

As I engage in conversations with pastors and church leaders who are preparing to celebrate     
Advent and Christmas in the midst of a pandemic, I hear the grief they are experiencing. The normal   
traditions of the season which we find to be meaningful and through which we find comfort and      
experience joy, have been disrupted by COVID. This year many people are feeling removed from 
what usually brings us comfort and peace. The question that seems to be lingering in the air is, “How 
can we celebrate Christmas if we can’t…….” You fill in the blank. 

Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth invites us to look for where God is at work in the disruptive and  
unfamiliar events of life. Luke invites us to experience the hope of God that is made known in a 
barn.  Luke invites us to be attentive to what God seeks to share with us through the words of       
shepherds. Luke invites us to look for where God is at work when life leaves us feeling dislocated 
from what feels traditional and familiar.  

In the midst of this Advent Season, may we seek to see where God is acting in the disruptive 
and unfamiliar, and may we seek to hear what “good news of great joy” God is giving to us to share 
with all people. 
 
Merry Christmas. 
 
Peace and Love, 
Doug     
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A Call to Act to Flatten the Curve of Third Surge  
COVID-19 Cases 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  I strongly urge clergy and laity to do the following: 

 Strictly adhere to the safety and health guidelines that your church has put in place. Do 
not relax them - and be sure to post them; 

 Work together - each local church pastor and leadership team - to reevaluate the plans 
and practices you have implemented to determine whether additional measures need to 
be put into place. Some churches may determine that it is necessary to move back to a 
previous phase or to suspend in-person worship and small group gatherings; 

 Follow the guidance of your local health department and the Ohio Department of Health; 
and 

 Wash your hands frequently, maintain the recommended six-foot physical distancing, 
and wear a mask. 

Review the Guidelines for the Phased-in Reopening of EOC Church Buildings. 

On #GivingTuesday join United Methodists across the denomination in supporting #GiveUMC 
by generously donating to an East Ohio Conference Advance project. 

View East Ohio Conference Advance projects. 

EOC ministries are changing lives here in East Ohio and are reaching communities across the 
country and around the world – and with your generous support they can continue to make a 
positive impact for years to come. 

Make an online donation today. 

You can also mail a check made payable to East Ohio Conference UMC. Write the project fund 
number on the memo line and mail the check to: East Ohio Conference, P.O. Box 76019,  
Cleveland, OH 44101-4755. 

Support an EOC Advanced Special 
on #GivingTuesday Dec. 1 

https://www.eocumc.com/coronavirus/_pdf/Church_Building_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.eocumc.com/coronavirus/_pdf/Church_Building_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.eocumc.com/finance/advance-special.html
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbzRU03jubPaRC3DG8PyAkYiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQquy-CXp6ewljKs6x1PvCf8=&ver=3


 

3Cs and International Missions Update 
 
Since launching 3Cs in 2007 we have deepened our scope and widened our reach as 
we journeyed to more  areas and discovered new ways to partner. We celebrate the        
movement of missions rooted in relationships in East Ohio. The time has come to shift 
the focus to individual projects and conclude use of the 3Cs general fund  number 9936. 

 

Thank you to every church and individual who helped to transform lives in the mission 
field by raising $1 million over the past 13 years for 3Cs: Churches, Clinics, and       
Classrooms (Fund 9936). Some of the 3Cs mission dollars went to container  shipments 
of supplies, construction, school fees, scholarships, teacher training, and sponsoring  
visitors from    other areas to East Ohio. Many new ministries formed and covenant     
relationships with missionaries began with 3Cs. Moving forward we encourage            
individuals and local   churches to partner in specific ways with specific ministries. 

View East Ohio Conference Advance projects. If you don ’t find the mission or      
missionary you’d like to support there, search the Global Ministries website or e-mail 
Melanie Thomas. As your church continues to     partner with missions as God’s agents 
of transformation, please e-mail Rev. Kathy Dickriede, director of Missions &            
Community Engagement or Conference Global Ministries Secretary Kevin Schaner for 
ideas of ways to build these relationships. View upcoming mission journeys. 

Dinner by Candlelight: Advent 
Devotion and Zoom                 

Conversation 

 
This five-week Zoom devotion will be led by the 
Rev. Kathy Dickriede, director of Missions & 
Community Engagement, and Conference 
Global Ministries Secretary Kevin Schaner    
author of the book Dinner by Candlelight:    
Comfort and Joy for Advent. 

Conversations will be 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. on    
Sundays during Advent. Rekindle your  antici-
pation of Christ’s birth with  comforting conversations on these topics: Hope (Nov. 29), 
Love (Dec. 6), Joy (Dec. 13), Peace (Dec. 20), and Christmas (Dec. 27). 

Register for the Zoom Advent conversations. 

MISSION NEWS 

 

https://www.eocumc.com/finance/advance-special.html
https://umcmission.org/give/
mailto:mthomas@eocumc.com
mailto:mthomas@eocumc.com
mailto:kdickriede@gmail.com
mailto:schanerkevin@gmail.com
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/mission-trips.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTAWrNrdIONVM7EqP8MAHWwaqiM8VECrhL_ZL6rAk4zrOFWg/viewform?fbclid=IwAR1NVUok6kAHkFJnLTf6M8HuYndmdzXOiJ75UhaD8dVVSFsG-_6nRdshL0Q


 

Support United Methodist Student 
Day: Sunday, November 29 
United Methodist Student Day invests in our stu-
dents by raising money for scholarships that will of-
fer young people greater financial freedom and 
equip them to follow their dreams. By supporting 
United Methodist Student Day through a special of-
fering on November 29, your congregation will pro-
vide resources for     students to reach the next level 
of their life by uniting faith with knowledge. 

The scholarships provided because of United Methodist     
Student Day are the only chance that some young people 
will have to be able to attend school. Be generous in your 
giving because when we educate students, we make a dif-
ference in the world. 

Download the UMC Student Day resource kit for pastors 
and church leaders. 

Practically Honest Blog and Podcast 

 
Those who live and work with young 
people should check out this great 
FREE resource. Check out the latest  
issue “Youth Ministry in a Pandemic,” 
which includes great ideas and re-
sources for leaders. Coming this week 
will be “Youth Ministry Post-Pandemic, a 
discussion about what ministry could 
look like moving forward. 

View Practically Honest. 

 

Youth Leaders        
Network Recharge 
 

 

 

This month and next join via Zoom with others who work with teens and/or young adults to share ideas, 
fellowship, and pray and support one another in ministering to and with young Christians in our             
Conference. 

 Nov. 3 & 17 and Dec. 1 & 15 all at 7:00 p.m. 

 Nov. 5 & 19 and Dec. 3 & 17 all at noon. 
You are also encouraged to follow practicallyhonest4u on Instagram or Facebook for Young People’s    
Ministries updates. E-mail Kaye Wolfinger, director of Young People’s Ministries, with any questions. 

Learn more and join a Zoom meeting. 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-student-day-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://practicallyhonest.org/
mailto:kayew@eocumc.com
https://www.eocumc.com/youngpeople/yln.html


 

 
Review Monthly Remittance Statements 

 
 
Please take the time to review your church remittance statement each 
month. This is the final     quarter for 2020 and we want to    ensure 
that all apportionment payments are included in the current year so 
that each church gets the benefit of having achieved 100% of its    
apportionment commitment. In keeping with the notice in The    
Conference Journal, the final payment of the 2020                      
apportionment year needs to be received at our lockbox on or 

before  January 6, 2021. Checks received in our lockbox after  January 6, 2021, regardless of 
the postmark date on the envelope, will be counted as having been received in 2021.  
 
                                             

FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

Media Center 

The Media Center is featuring the following Advent resources: 

The Journey; Walking the Road to Bethlehem retraces the actual path of Mary and Joseph’s journey 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 

 
The Christmas Experience is for all of us that find ourselves feeling like it is always winter and never 
Christmas, we find out that we can always trust God’s timing. 

God Came Near; Insights on the Season of Advent reveals profound spiritual truths through vivid       
recreations of the first Christmas—and engaging stories about Simeon, Saint Nicholas, a shoebox, and 
more. 

Down to Earth: The Hopes & Fears of All the Years Are Met in Thee Tonight prepares us for God 
coming down as a helpless infant, and for Jesus the son of God intentionally positioning himself as a mere 
servant, identifying with the lowest of lows. 

To reserve these or other resources, call the Media Center at (800) 831-3972 x139 or send an e-mail 
to sarnold@eocumc.com. Browse the resource catalog at www.rqmweb.com/eocumc. 

http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=3814&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=4099&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=4552&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=4825&detail=Y
mailto:sarnold@eocumc.com
http://www.rqmweb.com/eocumc


 

12/5 Keith Bohley 

12/10 Warren Brown 

12/15  Donna VanTrees 

12/22 
Karen Graham 
Paul Atkinson 

12/23 David Howell 

12/25 Tadd Sponseller 

12/29 Bob Ludwig 

12/1  Marshall & Pamela Crawford 

12/11 Charlene & David Thomas 

12/13 Rob & Amy Ochier 

12/15 Tadd & Lindsey Sponseller 

12/20 John & Martha Grimm 

11/6 Robert H. Schwenk 

  

  

  

   Obituaries 

Nov. 25-Dec 1 District Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

Dec. 1 
*Church Leadership to be entered into EZRA 
*2021 Annual Church Budget to District office 

Dec. 9-11 Doug @ Cabinet 

Dec. 24-Jan. 1 
District Office Closed for Christmas & New 
Years 



 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 
May you all have a safe and 

blessed holiday season. 
 

May the peace and hope of 
Christ’s birth be with you now 

and in the days ahead.     



 

Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
www.eocumc.org/firelands 

Contact Us 

 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Doug Lewis 

 

Administrative  

Assistant / Treasurer 

Mrs. Jennifer Kent 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 


