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The last few months have been pretty intense. Pastors and congregations have learned how to 
and have adapted to leading worship in new ways. The phrase “Zoom Meeting” has become 
part of our vocabularies. Leaders have adjusted to holding faith formation group meetings and 
business meetings online instead of in person. Pastors have found new ways of doing pastoral 
care, often making phone calls or visiting with parishioners through a glass barrier. Pastors and 
church leaders have faced the arduous task of putting safety guidelines in place and developing 
plans for when and how in person worship will resume once again. (As you can imagine, there 
are some pretty strong opinions about when and how this ought to be done.) All of these 
adjustments and the anxiety and conflict that have accompanied them have left people feeling 
physically, emotionally and spiritually drained. 
 
I pray that this summer you will take the opportunity to make some time to be re-created. I 
encourage you to intentionally set some time aside for God to minister unto you. We all need to 
find those times in our lives when we can get away and allow God to care for our souls. In the 
midst of this pandemic, it may be a challenge to find a place where one can safely escape to. At 
the very least, intentionally make some time to unplug from society and create some space in 
your life for rest and renewal.  
 
I ask you to encourage one another to be good to yourselves. I thank God that God works in 
our lives in such a way that we can find the extra burst of energy we need to get through a 
crisis. But I am also aware that we cannot continue to function at this level without 
consequences to our physical, emotional or spiritual wellbeing. So please, encourage your 
pastor and encourage one another to be good to yourselves. Take a walk, go for a drive, take a 
brief or an extended trip and create some space in your lives where God can renew your weary 
soul.  
 
Blessings, 
Doug  

Will be held via zoom on Saturday August 22nd from 9:30 am to 10:30 am 
All information will be sent to your pastor for distribution among members of the  

congregation who will be attending virtually 



 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone Addresses the Laity and Clergy of the 
East Ohio Conference 

 
“It is by the power of God’s Holy Spirit and by God’s grace alone that we have been 
sustained in our faith and able to remain steadfast in our hope as we have had to trav-
erse the agony of two deadly pandemics: COVID-19 and racism. They both have 
caused death, destruction, and disruption in our lives and in the world. It is in perilous 
times like these that we rely on the Word of God, the power of prayer and the 
strength of community,” said Bishop Malone. 

In her video message, Bishop Malone also: 

 offers news about Annual Conference 2020, 
 acknowledges the resiliency of congregations worshipping virtually, 
 reminds leaders to follow the Guidelines for the Phased-in Reopening of Church 

Buildings, 
 celebrates the Teach • Reach • Bless campaign, 
 calls the Conference to 30 days of prayer, and fixes the 2020 clergy appointments. 
 
Download Bishop Malone’s video message here 

EOC Laity & Clergy  
Support the Anti-Racism 
Commitment Signed by 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone & 
the Extended Cabinet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the covenant to  
Resist Racism signed by EOC 
laity and clergy. 

EOC CONFERENCE NEWS 

June 17: Paycheck Protection Program 
Loan Forgiveness Update 

By Vera Rebrovich 

 
The Paycheck Protection Flexibility Act en-
acted on June 5, 2020 will impact how and 

when Paycheck Protection Program loan re-
cipients can apply for loan for-

giveness. Many lenders have indicated that 
they will not be able to accept forgiveness 

applications until the Small Business Admin-
istration updates its forms and distributes 

revised rules and procedures resulting from 
the new Paycheck Protection Flexibility Act. 
Please check with your lender to learn its 

updated process 
and timeline for 
receiving loan 

forgiveness  
applications.  

https://vimeo.com/429123939/da2e9dccb1
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/11/eoc-laity-and-clergy-support-the-anti-racism-commitment-signed-by-bishop-tracy-s-malone-and-the-extended-cabinet/
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/11/eoc-laity-and-clergy-support-the-anti-racism-commitment-signed-by-bishop-tracy-s-malone-and-the-extended-cabinet/
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/11/eoc-laity-and-clergy-support-the-anti-racism-commitment-signed-by-bishop-tracy-s-malone-and-the-extended-cabinet/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EOC Annual Conference Members to Meet Virtually  
September 26-27 for AC 2020 

 

Out of an abundance of care for all members of Annual Conference, Bishop Tracy S. Malone, 
after prayerful discernment and in consultation with the Extended Cabinet, leadership of the 
Board of Ministry, and the Annual Conference secretary, has made the decision that Annual 
Conference 2020, and the Clergy Executive Session that precedes it, will be conducted virtually 
on the previously announced dates of September 25-27.  Click HERE to read the entire article 

AC 2020 & APPOINTMENTS: Annual Conference will meet virtually Sat., September 26 and 
Sun., September 27. Clergy Executive Session will meet  
virtually on Fri., September 25. Learn more and register for the sessions. Read the  
Housing Refund Information statement from Lakeside Chautauqua.  

JUNE 4, 2020EOC NEWS   By Rick Wolcott* 

 
On Sunday, June 14 Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCYM) held its first-ever virtual Youth Annual Conference (YAC). 
The decision was made to meet virtually out of an abundance of 
care for youth and adults during the COVID-19 pandemic. Shane 
Claiborne, Egypt Speaks and Tribe Collective delivered the same 
powerful messages and passionate worship to laptops, smart 
phones and iPads that they would have shared from the stage if 
YAC had been able to be held in-person. 

“I believe that even if we’re not in the same room, God is here 
among us and the Spirit will move,” said EOC Director of Young 

People’s Ministries Kaye Wolfinger at the beginning of the 
broadcast. “Stay hopeful friends. The world is crazy, but God is 

bigger.” 

View the virtual YAC 2020. 

https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/04/eoc-annual-conference-members-to-meet-virtually-september-26-27-for-ac-2020/
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/housing.html
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/04/eoc-annual-conference-members-to-meet-virtually-september-26-27-for-ac-2020/
https://eocumcnews.com/author/eocumcblog/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-_84sQz93c


 

EOC               NEWS 

Missions 5K Walk/1-Mile Run 

The Mission 5K Walk/1-Mile Run is a tradition at Annual Conference that raises money for mission projects 
in East Ohio. Annual Conference will now be a virtual session but that doesn’t mean that we have to skip the 
Missions 5K Run/1-Mile Walk. EOC Coordinator of Missions & Community Engagement the Rev. Kathy 
Dickriede and the Board of Missions are encouraging churches or individuals to organize their own walk/run 
events this summer. 

Traditionally, funds raised from the Run/Walk benefitted the East Ohio Missions Fund 9936, but this year 
you can decide for whom you wish to raise funds. You could promote a mission project in your own church 
or district, or pick a project from our list of Advance Specials. You can  
organize an in-person event or a virtual event. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn more about this opportunity. Please e-mail Kathy Dickriede with questions and to let her know you 
are interested in organizing a Run/Walk. She can help you promote your event if you let her know about it in 
advance 

Join the EOC Virtual Mission 

Mission Trip to Peru July 12-19 
You are invited to be a part of a virtual mission trip to Peru. Our team from East Ohio will 
journey to the South American country via Zoom July 12-19, the same dates on which a 
team of 14 were scheduled for a medical mission to Peru. 

The virtual trip is open to anyone ready to experience a new culture, discover missions in 
their local community, and who can set aside a week for intentional learning and discov-
ery about Peru. 

Cost of the virtual trip is $20 to cover books and materials. Learn more and register by 
July 5. A team Zoom meeting is scheduled for noon on Sunday, July 5.  

E-mail the Rev. Kathy Dickriede with any questions. She is co-leading the virtual mission 
with Peruvian-born Carmen Kluth of Mogadore UMC, and Annie Solis of the Peru  
Methodist Conference. 

https://www.eocumc.com/finance/advance-special.html
https://www.eocumc.com/window/MayJunJulAug2020/Mission5KRun1MileWalk.pdf
mailto:kdickriede@gmail.com
https://peruvirtualjourney.eventbrite.com/
mailto:kdickriede@gmail.com


 

TEACH-REACH-BLESS  
DISTRICT GIVING REPORT 

By: Rev. Doug Lewis 

Dear Friends, 
 
I want to thank the following churches who 
have contributed a total of $23,745  
toward our, yet to be adopted, District  
Challenge goal to raise $79,500 for the Teach-
Reach-Bless campaign. Of this goal, we hope 
to contribute $26,500 from the district reserves 
over the next three years.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These funds will help to build a residence hall 
for female students at Africa University.  I  
encourage you to view all of the resources that 
area available on the conference website to 
help you tell the AU campaign story.  I  
especially encourage you to see the resources 
that are available for children. 
 
Thank you for all you do to support the  
campaign.   
 
Many Blessings, 
Rev. Doug Lewis 
 
 

Flat Rock Ebenezer 
Henrietta 

Huron 
Lorain Lighthouse 
Nova Community 
Sandusky Trinity 

Port Clinton Trinity 
Wellington 

West Hartland 
Willard Grace 

Monies Collected Move Us Closer to Our Goal 
The goal of the Teach • Reach • Bless campaign is to 
raise and collect $1.5 million to build and furnish a 
residence hall for female students on the campus of 
Africa University in Zimbabwe so that female students 
will not need to find off-campus housing that makes 
them vulnerable to untenable situations. 

The campaign currently has commitments of 
$1,067,142 toward that $1.5 million goal. To date, 
$272,708.20 of that amount has been received. In 
supporting the campaign we are showing that the 
East Ohio Conference is committed to improving the 
education and wellness of women today for a better 
Africa tomorrow. 

A new resource has been created that provides local 
church leadership with ideas of how to introduce a 
Teach • Reach • Bless fundraising opportunity to unite 
congregations in the common goal of raising money 
to build the AU dorm. View and download this new 
resource, and many others on the Conference web-
site.Learn more, download resources, and support 
the campaign. 

https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless
https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless


 

“Start the Journey” 
A study examining injustice against Black Americans in 

the U.S. and East Ohio. 
 

East Ohio Board of Church and Society, Multicultural 
Vitality and MFSA invite you into a study and extended 
conversation about racism in our church & communi-

ties today 
 
Join us over Zoom for this multi-week study as we read, watch, and learn together about 
racism in our church and communities.  Participants will: 
 

Examine United Methodist and Christian tenets on race 
Apply guiding principles of the “Beloved Community”  
Consider such specific aspects of injustice as healthcare, education, and criminaliza-

tion as examined by respected authorities 
Reflect and participate in weekly conversation on Facebook 

 
The purpose of this interactive study is to seek means of reconciling and restoring just 
mercy as united people of God, that we might grow a healthy, wholesome “beloved com-
munity.”  
 
How do I start? 

Join the Deacons of East Ohio to watch the film Just Mercy during the month of June 
and participate in follow up conversation.  This film can be accessed 
through https://www.justmercyfilm.com/ 

While watching "Just Mercy" please consider questions “that are posted on FA-
CEBOOK”. Participants are also encouraged to keep a personal journal 
throughout the study. 

Join the Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/661997421313650/ 
Look for further details for the start of the studies in the East Ohio E-News  

 
After viewing “Just Mercy” – Join the Kickoff Zoom Meeting on Racial Discussion and Ac-
tions: “What Can I Do?” on Aug 3rd at 7PM. Additional details will be issued later but for 
now mark your calendar. 

Dismantling Racism: July 1 Town Hall 
The Council of Bishops, the General Commission on Religion and Race, the General Board 
of Church and Society and United Methodist Women invite you to join a Town Hall conver-
sation on July 1 at UMC.org/EndRacism, where we will take a deep dive into the true 
(and sometimes suppressed!) history of our nation and church. A panel of experts will dia-
logue with each other and with the audience as we engage key questions.  

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice/racial-justice/united-against-racism


 

Firelands       

district youth 

 
If you have a middle school youth group  that is 
unable to meet due to COVID-19 guidelines then 
please invite them to  attend one of the following  
zoom youth groups: 
 
 Middle School Youth Group-Wednesday nights 

@ 6:30 pm 
 
If interested please email Blair Porter, Secretary     
Firelands District Youth Council for a zoom invite. 
 
Email Blair:  blairbear72320002@gmail.com    

FLAT ROCK HOMES 
Important Information for Donors about the 

CARES Act  
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act is well known for the 
economic stimulus checks provided to millions of 
Americans this year. But this sweeping legislation al-
so includes two new temporary tax benefits for donors 
giving to nonprofits. 1. Universal Deduction for dona-
tions up to $300 Even if you no longer itemize your 
charitable giving, CARES allows individual taxpayers 
a charitable deduction up to $300. This is a temporary 
“above the line” deduction for 2020. 2. Raised Chari-
table Giving Deduction cap For those who itemize 
their deductions, CARES lifts the current charitable 
giving deduction cap from 60% adjusted gross income 
to 100% AGI for individuals and joint filers. The de-
duction cap for corporations is lifted to 25%. Keep in 
mind that these changes are most-likely temporary, so 
if you would like a charitable deduction of $300 or if 
you are considering a significant gift to Flat Rock, 
2020 is a good year to make a gift. If you have ques-
tions, please contact your financial advisor or Jill 
Kinser, Legacy Giving Specialist at Flat Rock Homes, 
jkinser@flatrockhomes.org  
FOR MORE INFO VISIT: flatrockhomes.org 

Financial and Administrative Services 

                                                 ***2021 Apportionments*** 
In a typical year, preliminary apportionment figures for the next year are sent out in July. The preliminary 
apportionment figure for next year (2021) is calculated using data in the Local Church Report from the year 
just ended (2019). Final apportionments are typically mailed to treasurers and pastors by mid-October. 

This year has been anything but typical. Please make a note of the following changes to the appor-
tionment timeline: 

 Because the vote approving the 2021 East Ohio Conference budget will not take place until Saturday, 
September 26, when Annual Conference meets virtually, preliminary apportionment figures will not be 
processed and mailed until mid-October, at the earliest. 

 Church pastors and treasurers will have a much shorter time frame than they have had in prior 
years to review preliminary apportionments and, if needed, to request corrections.  

 The final 2021 apportionments will be mailed at the end of October or early in November 
 
Pastors, treasurers and others with finance responsibility are encouraged to review their 2019 Local 
Church Reports now to ensure that no changes to them are needed. This will help to ensure that 
2021 apportionments can be processed and mailed out in as orderly a fashion as possible. 

Credit Union 

Tax Time Is Coming 
July 15 is the new tax deadline to make con-
tributions to your Health Savings Account 
(HSA) and Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA) for the 2019 tax year. If you have ques-
tions or concerns, please call Kim McMillan 
who will be happy to assist with your needs. 
Call her in our Cincinnati office at (800) 373-
1059 ext. 10 or send her an e-mail. 

https://www.flatrockhomes.org/need-gowns-masks/
mailto:kmcmillan@umethodist.com


 Annual Audit Reports were due 3/31/20– please submit as 
soon as possible. 

July 6 
District office closed in  
observance of July 4th 

July 11-25 Doug on Vacation 

August 22 
Firelands District Conference via 
Zoom– 9:30am to 10:30am 

August 25-27  Doug has Cabinet meeting 

September 25 
Virtual Clergy Executive Session 
@ 9:00 am 

September 26-27 
Virtual Annual Conference @ 
8:00 am 

6/25/20 Walter S. Chisholm 

  

Obituaries 

7/1 Dick Kretchmar  

7/3 Alfred Hubler  

7/12 
Warren & Wendy C. Brown 

Kristen Buchs 

7/14 William Baker 

7/16 Roger Smith 

7/18  Bruce Kent 

7/19 David Cann 

7/20 
Pamela Buzalka 

Larry Marshall 

7/22 Don & Tammy Kuntz  

7/24 Donald & Wendy H. Brown 

7/26 Amy Vittorio 

7/27 
Josh Bender 

Wayne Weaver & Lori Douglas Weaver 

7/29 Darlene Robinson 

8/1 Harry & Mary Ann Finkbone 

8/2  Doug & Suzanne Lewis 

8/6 Jim Ellis 

8/8 
Don & Sara Englet 
Sheryl Seitz 

8/10 Erin Porter 

8/14 Bob & Jan Spaulding 

8/19 
David & Sherry Cann 
Amy Ochier 
Jane-Ann Clarke 

8/24 
Charlene Thomas 
Ted Buehl 

8/26 
Bob James 
Ron & Cynde Spyker 

8/30 Clarke Hogue 

Birthdays &  

Anniversaries 

District office closed Fridays June-August 

**FREE** 
 

Anyone interested in an 
AM transmitter for the 
radio to amplify sound 
to a parking lot please  

contact Floyd  
Costello with Lagrange 
UMC @ 330-704-7363. 



 

The district wishes you and your 
family a happy and healthy  
summer season.  Please be safe 
when traveling. Continue to  
social distance and wear masks 
when appropriate as we continue 
to be mindful of our potential to 
spread or contract COVID-19.  

God Bless! 



 

Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
www.eocumc.org/firelands 

Contact Us 

 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Doug Lewis 

 

Administrative  

Assistant / Treasurer 

Mrs. Jennifer Kent 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 


