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Dearest sisters and Brothers in Christ, of the Firelands District 
UMC: 
 
We hope that you're doing well during these challenging times - worshipping, 
studying the Word of God, connecting and giving to the service of  
congregation and community. 
 
As we approach the Thanks-giving, Advent and Christmas seasons, on  
behalf of our faithful District Mission Team, we thought this would be a good time to update you. 
 
In this issue you'll find resources - recommended opportunities to help those in need of our active caring stew-
ardship. 
 
In addition to other ways that 2020 is different, the East Ohio Conference has eliminated all of the local church 
Mission Apportionments. 
 
So as your church and parishioners are looking for effective, faith-based programs to support, we submit for 
your prayerful consideration - 
 
 + A list of those who applied and were approved for funding. 
 + A second list of all the rest that applied, also worthy. 
 + The Advance Specials that reside within our District boundaries. 
 
Also, a letter from Vermilion: Grace UMC layperson John Hill, on behalf of CHOAIDS, our newest Advance 
Special. 
 
Pastor Letty Damian, our new District Mission Intern, has been hard at work connecting with all of these, and 
submits her reflections for your resource. 
 
Please feel free to contact our caring D.S. Doug Lewis or myself, for any questions or further information. 
 
God bless you, your families and loved ones, communities, churches and Pastors.  
Especially all those in extra deep hurt today, crying out for the love of Christ in action.  
May God inspire our creative generosity. 
 
Peace and prayers, 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Roger Skelley-Watts 
Chairperson, Firelands District Mission Team 



 

Individual Projects and Giving Opportunities 
 
As we prepare for the holiday season, let us find ways to continue in the mission service. The list 

below provides information of ways to help your surrounding  
community.  May you be blessed this holiday season. 

 
 

Norwalk First UMC:   is providing Free Community Dinners for the local community. Come visit! 
 
Lorain Lighthouse UMC: is to providing meals, food, and clothing once a month in the church building. To make a donation 
    or to volunteer please contact church.  

 
Starting Point Outreach Center in Willard, Ohio: is seeking monetary donations to provide their low-and moderate- 
                                     income families with support during the pandemic. Advance EOC #9939 
 
Firelands District Youth Council: is looking for runners for a virtual race event; Fall 5 Race For Hope, to support two  
                    missions that are part of the East Ohio Advance Specials (La Trannerie Methodist School in 
                                 Haiti and Manos Juntas Mission in Mexico). Click HERE for more details. 
 
Chippewa Church at the Lake:  is taking nonperishable items to restock their food pantry and provide support to the local 
                 Lions Club holiday baskets. To make a donation please contact church office.  
 
Tiffin Churches :  are engaging with their community in the following ways, here is how you can help!  

 Collecting items for Operation Christmas Child: see the list of items HERE. 
 Collecting money each month for the local resourcing center (First Call for Help) 
 Supporting the local Salvation Army and helping with their Angel Tree 
 Volunteering as they host the ecumenical sharing kitchen for the community on Mondays and Thursday’s where 

about 50 people are feed.  
 Tiffin town is also doing a unification initiative called Be a Light. We are asking all homes in the county to put lights 

in their windows beginning November 1 to show unity and as a symbol of hope.  
 

Churches:  are collecting items for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center:  Christmas gifts for kids and UMCOR school kits, 
      hygiene kits, and cleaning kits.  Check out the details for WHAT to collect, WHERE to drop off, HOW to GO to    
      MMDC to help!  Drop of November 29-December 6, MMDC Pick up December 7. 
 
The Resurrection Community Center in Mexico:  is collecting Spanish Bibles and monetary donations to provide a free meal 
and gifts to their local families during the holiday season. Advance EOC #9974 

 
Mark your calendar for #GivingTuesday 2020 on December 1st! #GivingTuesday at Flat Rock Homes has raised 
over $60,000 to help our continued mission! With your help, we have been able to replace the furniture in the 

Care Center, build our funds for vehicles, and aid in our emergency preparations for COVID-19. EOC #9174 

https://www.eocumc.com/window/NovDec2020/Fall5Race4Hope.pdf
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/


 

Firelands District Advanced Specials 

cov-
ered by Medicaid or other programs. 
 

 

Otterbein values the older person as a child of God. In keeping with our United Methodist 
 

 
Starting Point Outreach Center Willard |EOC 9939 

fi-
nancial, personal and spiritual well-being. We promote Christ-centered family values while help-
ing low- and moderate- income famiIies overcome financial crises, providing low-cost immigra-
tion legal assistance, and giving support for recovering addicts. 
 

 

Firelands District Ministries & Missions 

 
Firelands District VIM  Firelands District 

Engage in ministry with the poor, joining Jesus’ ministry by reaching outward to those in need. 

 

Camp I.D.E.A.S. Lorain Lighthouse UMC 
Provide a 20-day camp for children with special needs living in Lorain County while offering a 
respite for families and caregivers. 

 

Foundations for Life Mentoring Columbus Ave UMC 

trust in God and His love, grace, and provision for their lives. 
 

Manos Juntas Mission Journeys Lodi UMC 

casitas and classrooms. 
 

Easter Celebration for Children with Special Needs Huron UMC 

Provide an Easter Celebration, including egg hunt, solely for children with special needs. 

 

Lorain Lighthouse UMC Downtown Missions Lorain L ighthouse UMC 
Provide food, clothing, and basic health screenings to the poor of downtown Lorain. 

 

Faith Builders Chippewa Church at the Lake UMC  
To serve children of the community through an after-school kids club. 

FIRELANDS DISTIRCT MISSION REPORT 



 

October 24, 2020 
          
Dear Friends in Mission, 
  
I sincerely hope that my letter finds you all well, safe, and possessing peace.  Even with very difficult na- tional 
issues that currently beset us, I pray that the health of our country (political, environmental, economical, and spiritual) will return. 
 

I also wish to relate a situation and opportunity the begs a bit of your time, that being your love and support of the CHOAIDS’ children in 
Haiti.  Hopefully, the following will help you in your decision to support our long-term commitment for them. 
 

A Beautiful HIV Fight for 31 "Kids + Moms" 
Twenty-seven HIV positive “kids" ranging in age from Edison (4) to Harold (28) live and flourish in a family setting since its beginning 16 
years ago. CHOAIDS rents a home there, where 4 mothers (also HIV positive) provide love, nurturing, very good nutrition, security, safe 
water, and structure in their lives.    
 

My Volunteer Role 
I have now been on the Caring for Haitian Orphans with AIDS (CHOAIDS) board since 2015. Before CHOAIDS I was helping International 
Child Care USA - supporting a children’s hospital in Port-au-Prince, where CHOAIDS children visit for their medical needs.  I felt that sup-
porting CHOAIDS was a better fit. I am now part of the seven-member board of directors, all of which are personally funded and contrib-
ute financially to the future of our children. 
 

Empowering Safe Education 
Marie Denis-Luque, our executive director, oversees CHOAIDS from her Tallahassee home, and her brother (Fanfan) oversees daily opera-
tions in Port-au-Prince. We are adamant that all children of school age are given the quality and comprehensive education. However, 
with the advent of COVID-19, their education has been interrupted. Please understand that we remain committed to their future (in/out 
of school, plus vocational training). As a result, we have constructed two temporary classrooms in our existing home, along with the pur-
chase of desks, chairs, tables, and school supplies. The most significant outlay of funds will be the hiring of qualified teachers for on-site 
education. What we are undertaking requires a significant financial cost. On a “good day” in Haiti, this can be a big challenge. With COVID
-19, this is currently even more challenging.  
 

How can you help?   
We have a goal of raising $40,000 total for the purposes of underwriting our children’s 2020/2021 education, as well as replenishing our 
“rainy day fund” that is drying up because of the recent classroom construction at our home. We are elated to have a benefactor (from 
California) who is willing to match your contribution (up to the $20k limit), which means that your contribution, plus their match of your 
contribution, would get us to our $40k goal. We plan to reach our goal by December 31, 2020, of course with your help. 
  
Will you please consider supporting our project with a donation to support any of the positions below:  

 
  
Total teacher stipends for this project will be ~$33,325, which is included in our $40k goal. 
  
You can take comfort that I and our board are fully committed to this project, and will oversee it to assure its sustainability.  I will also be 
investing significantly to this project, including travel to Haiti when it is safe. 
  
Many thanks for your prayerful consideration, and please let me know if you have any questions.  Included is our Year in Review as well 
as the link (below) for the “Donate” option on our home page.  If you prefer, please send your check (payable to “CHOAIDS”) to my home 
address. 
 

Yours in Christian love and service, 
John E. Hill       https://www.choaids.org/ 
213 Grand Harbour 
Vermilion, OH. 44089 
440-858-7669c 
440-963-9512h 

·       Principal (3 days/wk) $3,000 *Part-time ·       8th grade** $3,675 

·       Principal (2 days/wk) $3,000 *Part-time ·       9th grade** $4,375 

·       1st and 2nd grades*   $1,875 ·       Higher Level I* $6,125 

·       3rd and 4th grades* $1,875 ·       Higher Level II* $2,450 

·       5th and 6th grades* $1,875 .       Or a more do-able contribution $______ 

·       7th grade** $5,075   

https://www.choaids.org/


 

MINISTRIES APPLIED FOR 
AND APPROVED IN 2020 

AMOUNT 
AWARDED 
FOR 2020 

Starting Point Outreach Center $9,000 

Foundations for Life Mentoring $5,000 

Lorain Lighthouse UMC Downtown Mis-
sions 

$3,500 

Healthy Meals $3,300 

Firelands District VIM $2,000 

Faith Builders $1,100 

East Celebration for Children with Special 
Needs 

$1,000 

Reaching our Neighbors $1,000 

OTHER WORTHY MINISTRY  
APPLICATIONS 

Camp I.D.E.A.S. 

Firelands District United Methodist Hispanic Ministries 

Improving Global Health with the Children of Delmas 

Missions Committee-Tiffin Faith 

Food Pantry & Community Resource Center-Chippewa 

Food Pantry-Plymouth 

FIRELANDS DISTRICT SUMMARY 
OF MINISTRIES AND MISSIONS  

FUNDING 2020 

MISSION AWARENESS 
 

The Mission Awareness team of the East Ohio Conference is eager to learn more about the mission work of each of 
our churches in the Firelands District. The goal is to create more awareness of the good things happening in our Dis-
trict, as well as resource your church with what you might need to continue your mission work. If your church is in-
volved in mission, consider the possibility of sharing how they are involved with an article in the Firelands District 
Newsletter. Info on the EOC website that might be helpful for your church mission work are descriptions of What 
Advanced Specials Are and How They Work. https://www.eocumc.com/missions/funding-forms.html 
 
Ruth Brown email: trailhiker42@gmail.com 
EOC Mission Awareness Committee Representative Firelands District 

 

https://www.eocumc.com/missions/funding-forms.html
mailto:trailhiker42@gmail.com


 

MIDWEST MISSION DISTRIBUTION CENTER COLLECTION 
All East Ohio Conference congregants are encouraged to support the “Midwest Mission Collection “ to help ful-
fill the Midwest Mission Distribution Center’s Mission of bringing the hearts and hands of God’s people together 
to transform resources into humanitarian relief. 
 
Please see the included flyer “Christmas Giving Opportunity” which gives many options of items for churches in 
the Firelands District to collect and donate for this important MMDC Christmas Collection Project. All churches 
are encouraged to participate in this project. 
 
The MMDC truck will be picking up donated items on December 7 in the Firelands District at Sandusky Trinity 

UMC, 214 E. Jefferson St., Sandusky, OH. Churches may drop off donated items from 9-12 from November 30 – 

 
TOP NEEDS OF THE MIDWEST 

MISSION 
 
1)  Cloth Face Masks 
2)  Laundry Soap-32-64 oz 
3)  Dish Soap-16-34 oz 
4)  Toilet Paper 
5)  Household Cleaner– 16-40 oz 
6)  Toothpaste– 2.5 oz or larger 

MMDC Virtual Mission 

  

Join the Virtual Mission team to Midwest Mission Distribution Center. This is a time to recon-
nect with the staff or meet them for the first time as we celebrate 20 years of service 

CLICK HERE 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde57oRdVMQMQVNrfy3nrpJhyOmjnRvsy0QQV-wlo__uvp3Kw/viewform


CHRISTMAS GIVING OPPORTUNITY 
Midwest Mission Collection | November 29-December 6, 2020 

There are many nondenominational organizations that vie for our attention during this time of year.  While their 

intentions may be good, East Ohio Missions seeks to develop relationships and partnerships that are healthy 

and seek justice for the recipients.  Giving through the Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) http://

www.midwestmission.org/ is an opportunity within our UMC connection to give in healthy and appropriate 

ways.  We are encouraging all East Ohio congregations to collect items for MMDC, then bring to the drop-off 

site closest to you the week of Nov. 29-Dec. 6. MMDC will be driving through the Conference on Dec. 7 to pick 

up the items collected at each site. All items have been requested by the receiving mission sites. The MMDC 

seeks to advocate and empower their mission partners.  

MMDC is also one of our Conference Advances. If you would like to send a financial donation, you can give 

online and choose Fund 9944 or send a check with “9944 MMDC Christmas” in the memo. The sites will NOT be 

taking monetary donations. More details on https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html 

Together, let’s reconsider what God’s generosity can look like during 
this Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas season! 

 

LIST OF CHRISTMAS NEEDS (new items only) 
 Jump ropes 

 All types of sports balls (soccer, basketball, softball, baseball) 

 Pump for the deflated balls 

 Simple musical instruments like a recorder, harmonica, or percussion 

 Board games (Jenga, Trouble, Candyland, Connect 4, and other simple games that don’t 

require batteries)  
Providing these educational toys and much needed items will give all of us hands on ways to be generous 

donors.  Kids can experience the life lesson of providing games for others in need and communities can come 

together to create cleaning buckets and hygiene kits for hurricane and flood relief projects.   

 

OTHER MOST NEEDED ITEMS 
 32-64 oz. bottle liquid laundry detergent (no spray) 

 16-40 oz. bottle liquid concentrate household cleaner (no spray) 

 16-34 oz. bottle dish soap (no spray) 

 Toothpaste - 2.5 oz or larger 
 

ANY OF THE ITEMS ON THIS LIST OF UMCOR RELIEF KITS  
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network for kit contents  

 Cleaning Kits 

 Hygiene Kits 

 School Kits 
 

OTHER ITEMS THAT THE MMDC COLLECTS AND DISTRIBUTES gently used is ok 
 Folding walkers 

 Wheelchairs 

 Crutches 

 Canes 

 Orthopedic supplies 

 Non-electric tools 

 Treadle sewing machines 

General questions can be directed to Melanie at 330.499.3972 x102 or mthomas@eocumc.com 

DROP OFF LOCATIONS ON REVERSE 

http://www.midwestmission.org/
http://www.midwestmission.org/
https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network
mailto:mthomas@eocumc.com


MMDC COLLECTION SITES AROUND THE CONFERENCE  
 

• PLEASE PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING AND WEAR AN APPROPRIATE FACE MASK 

• Contact the site to confirm their drop off times and instructions. The most up to date instructions 

can be found online at https://www.eocumc.com/missions/news.html 

• No monetary donations at the drop off sites, please. You can donate to MMDC directly or 

donate through the conference using Fund 9944 MMDC.  Details here https://

www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html 
 

CANAL | Montrose Zion UMC | 565 N Cleveland-Massillon Rd, Akron, OH 44333 

Drop off: Dec 1-4, 8:30am-2:30pm.  Drop off area will be set up outside the church, call office after 

leaving items.  

Jennifer | 330.665.9817 | candlegrl06@gmail.com 

 

FIRELANDS | Trinity UMC Sandusky | 214 E Jefferson St, Sandusky, OH 44870  

Drop off: Nov 30-Dec 5, 9:00am-12 noon. Call before coming or drop off during those hours.  

Sue | 419.625.8669 | sue@trinitysandusky.org 
 

MAHONING VALLEY | Boardman UMC | 6809 Market St, Youngstown, OH 44512 

Drop off: Nov 30-Dec 4, 9:00am-2:00pm. Items may be brought to the fellowship hall.  

Jerry | 330.758.4527 | boardmanmethodist@sbcglobal.net  
 

MID-OHIO | Trinity UMC Mt Gilead | 75 East High St, Mt Gilead, OH 43338 

Drop off: Nov 29-Dec 4, 8:00am-11:30am & 1:00pm-3:00pm  

Denise  | 419.947.6040 | trinityumcmtgilead@gmail.com 

 

NORTH COAST | Strongsville UMC | 13500 Royalton Rd, Strongsville, OH 44136 

Drop off: Nov 30-Dec 4, 9:00am-4:00pm. Bring to the pavilion on the north side of the property and 

call after you drop off.  

Felicia  | 440.238.6135 | FeliciaW@StrongsvilleUMC.org 

 

OHIO VALLEY | First UMC Carrollton | 253 S Lisbon St, Carrollton, OH 44615 

Drop off: Nov 29-Dec 4, 8:00am-4:00pm. Bring to enclosed vestibule by parking lot.  

Cindy | 330.627.7671 | office@yellowbrickchurch.org 
 

SOUTHERN HILLS | Old Washington UMC | 120 Old National Rd, Washington, OH 43768 

Drop off: Nov 29-Dec 6, anytime during the day. Bring to the parsonage garage next to the church.  

Clayton  | 618.267.5226 | revclaytoncoffey@gmail.com 

 

THREE RIVERS | Roscoe UMC | 475 High St, Coshocton, OH 43812 

Drop off: Nov 30-Dec 4, 9:00am-1:00pm. Use gym entrance at SW corner of the building.  

Dale | 740.622.7780 | roscoeumcpastor@outlook.com  

 

TUSCARAWAS | Newcomers Chapel Pigeon Run | 11798 Sarbaugh SW, Massillon, OH 44647 

Drop off: contact church 

Kim | 330.833.9781 | kjvanoster@gmail.com 

 

WESTERN RESERVE | Mentor UMC | 8600 Mentor Ave, Mentor, OH 44060 

Drop off: Nov 30-Dec 4, 9:00am-3:00pm. Items may be left at the Preschool Entrance on the west 

side of the building. This will be a no-contact drop off site. If you need assistance unloading, 

contact the church office.  

Teresa | 440.255.3496 x102 | TSimons@mentorumc.org 
 

If none of the drop off times work for you, contact the site to see if other arrangements can 

be made.  
 

 

https://www.eocumc.com/missions/news.html
https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html
mailto:candlegrl06@gmail.com
mailto:sue@trinitysandusky.org
mailto:boardmanmethodist@sbcglobal.net
mailto:trinityumcmtgilead@gmail.com
mailto:FeliciaW@StrongsvilleUMC.org
mailto:office@yellowbrickchurch.org
mailto:revclaytoncoffey@gmail.com
mailto:roscoeumcpastor@outlook.com
mailto:kjvanoster@gmail.com
mailto:TSimons@mentorumc.org


 

Via eocumc.com 

A Faith and Democracy  
Message from Bishop 

Malone 
 

 

Voting is not only a right but a civic responsibility. Resolution 5012 of The Book of  
Resolutions of The United Methodist Church 2016 states, “While declaring our ultimate 
allegiance is to God, Scripture recognizes that faithfulness to God requires political  
engagement by the people of God.” Voting can be an act of discipleship. Voting for 
policies and individuals that embody our shared values of beloved community, peace 
and justice is one way we give witness to our faith and engage our faith in the world 
to bring about God’s kingdom on earth as it in in heaven. 

No matter the outcome of the election, let us remember that as disciples of Jesus 
Christ we are called to be front line workers in these unparalleled and uncertain times. 
We are called to continue to proclaim and to work for peace, justice and the welfare 
for all of God’s beloved children. 

Read Bishop Malone’s message in its entirety. 

EOC CONFERENCE NEWS  
via eocumc.com 

     2020 ANNUAL                                           
          CONFERENCE 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone presided over the 
51

st
 session of Annual Conference, the first-ever 

virtual session in the East Ohio Conference. 
Continuing the quadrennial theme Bearing Fruit 
that Lasts: Called, Committed, Connected, AC 
2020 underscored the importance of being     
connected to God and to our neighbors so that 
clergy and laity can bear fruit by making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The 
words of John 15:4-8 (CEB) were the foundation on which the worship services of the Clergy Executive 
Session and the Annual Conference were built. 

The worship services and business session presentations of Annual Conference were live from the Great 
Hall at Church of the Saviour UMC, in Cleveland Heights. The 1,226 members of Annual Conference who 
registered for the conference viewed the sessions online and used their individual, unique, non-shareable 
voting codes to cast online votes from their home or church or from one of the internet hotspots              
established in districts across the East Ohio Conference. 

Read the AC 2020 recap article in its entirety. 

Watch videos of AC 2020 business sessions & worship services. 

View the AC 2020 photo galleries. 

https://www.eocumc.com/bishop/faithanddemocracymessage
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/10/01/east-ohio-2020-annual-conference-report/
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7608447
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eocumc/albums


 

 
 
 

PASTOR CONSULTATIONS- **COMPLETED** 
 
 
SPRC CONSULTATIONS-  **COMPLETED** 

 
 
 
CHURCH/CHARGE CONFERENCES 
 Church/Charge Conferences are in full force. They started Via Zoom on October 24 

and will go through November 21. 
 
Click here for the Church Conference Schedule or visit the district website 

 
   Please make sure to complete, sign , and submit (via email or uploaded into EZRA  
   is preferred) the following forms 2 weeks prior to the Church Conference  
   consultation: 
 

1. Omnibus/Leadership Directory & reports embedded in Omnibus (will sign after          
conference) 

2. 2021 Clergy Compensation Form 
3. 2021 Housing Exclusion Form (if applicable) 
4. Lay Servant Annual Report (if applicable) 
5. Parsonage Inspection Form (if applicable) 
 

**REMEMBER** Each church is responsible for entering their own Leadership Directory into  
EZRA no later than December 1st.  If you need help, please contact Jenn @ 419-668-6115. 

 
Click here for the Church Conference Forms or visit the district website 
 

 2021 church budget is due to the District office by December 1st. 

 
 

 
**Don’t forget to have your recording secretary sign the omnibus and email the  

signature page to the district office along with your minutes/ballot.  Also, please send 
any other signature pages of forms that were not submitted previously** 

https://www.eocumc.com/firelands/forms.html
https://www.eocumc.com/firelands/forms.html
https://www.eocumc.com/district-forms/index.html


 

In January we began the public phase of the East Ohio Conference Teach • Reach • Bless campaign 
to raise and collect $1.5 million to build and furnish a new dorm for female students on the campus of 
Africa University. The dorm will enable more female students to live on campus, meaning they will not 
need to find off-campus housing and commute to class – situations that make them vulnerable to   
untenable situations. 

On Saturation Sunday, November 15 pastors, congregations and faith communities of the East Ohio 
Conference are asked to share the story of Africa University and the positive impact the Teach • 
Reach • Bless campaign will have on the lives of female AU students. Worship resources for Satura-
tion Sunday have been created by East Ohio Conference clergy and lay leadership and by the Africa 
University Development office. Please note that you do not need internet access in your church  
sanctuary to utilize the resources. 

View and download Saturation Sunday worship resources. 

If your church cannot observe Saturation Sunday on November 15, church leadership is encouraged to desig-
nate a future Sunday on which to observe this special service 

New Online Resource: East Ohio Votes 
You are invited to utilize the new East Ohio Votes online re-
source created by the East Ohio Conference Multicultural Vi-
tality team. 

“The Wesleyan tradition has a long tradition of fighting for vot-
ing rights,” wrote Dr. Jessica M. Smith in the article “Free and 
Fair Elections for All” published by UMC Church & Society. 

Oct. 5 is the deadline to register to vote. Visit the page: for in-
formation about registering to vote; to learn about the Sept. 
21 Ohio Pastors & Church-Based Lawyers Election Pro-
tection Webinar; and more. The new page can be found in 
the dropdown menu of the Advocacy tab as well as on the 
sidebar of both the Multicultural Ministries page and the Stand 
Against Racism page of the Conference website. 

Visit the East Ohio Votes page. 

https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/saturationsunday.html
https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/free-and-fair-elections-for-all-1053
https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/free-and-fair-elections-for-all-1053
https://www.eocumc.com/eastohiovotes/_pdf/ElectionProtectionWebinar.pdf
https://www.eocumc.com/eastohiovotes/_pdf/ElectionProtectionWebinar.pdf
https://www.eocumc.com/eastohiovotes


 

REV. LUIGI PEREZ 
 (formerly serving LaPorte UMC in the Firelands District) 

 
On Sunday, October 18, the Rev. Luigi Perez stood in front of the chaplain display at the MAPS 
Air Museum in Green and took the oath of office, becoming a chaplain first lieutenant in the U.S. 
Air Force. The oath was administered by the Rev. Les Peine, who retired in 1995 as a chaplain 
lieutenant colonel after serving 28 years in active duty in the Air Force. 

 
“I am very fortunate to be able to do this to serve God and country especially in a 
country that has welcomed me and my family and has given me the freedoms that 
I never imagined having before. It’s a true blessing and I can’t wait to serve and 
give back to this great nation,” said Perez, who made a harrowing escape from   
Cuba and came to the United States in 2008.   
 

The Firelands district wishes Rev. Perez the best of luck in this new chapter of his 
life.  May God Bless! 

 
Pastor William Baker will follow Rev. Perez as the pastor of the LaPorte UMC       
effective January 1, 2021. 



 

                                              ***2021 Apportionments*** 

In a typical year, preliminary apportionment figures for the next year are sent out in July. The preliminary 
apportionment figure for next year (2021) is calculated using data in the Local Church Report from the 
year just ended (2019). Final apportionments are typically mailed to treasurers and pastors by                
mid-October. 

This year has been anything but typical. Please make a note of the following changes to the       
apportionment timeline: 

 Church pastors and treasurers will have a much shorter time frame than they have had in prior years 
to review preliminary apportionments and, if needed, to request corrections.  

 The Conference office hopes to have the 2021 Apportionments sent out by November 16….but may 
be later.  We appreciate your patience. 

 
Notes for 2020 Apportionments: 
 Make sure your final 2020 Apportionment payment is mailed in time to be received in the EOC lockbox 

by January 6 so it is counted toward your 2020 apportionments.  
 
                                             
 

Nov. 16 Deadline for Filing BSA Proof of 
Claim 

 
Many of our East Ohio Conference churches are         
currently serving, or previously have served, as a        
chartering organization for the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA), which involves signing an agreement with the 
BSA that codifies an association between the local 
church and the local troop. Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 
filed for bankruptcy in February, an act that disrupts 
many of the promises BSA made as part of that        
chartering agreement. It is imperative that the church 
act immediately to maintain balance in this agreement 
before the courts resolve the bankruptcy. The          
bankruptcy filing comes at a time when hundreds of  
individuals have filed sex-abuse claims against the Boy 
Scouts of America. BSA has set-up a victim compensa-
tion fund with the participation of its insurance carrier. 

It makes sense for churches that serve or served as 
chartering organizations for the BSA file a Proof of 
Claim form to secure protection for the church and pro-
vide access to compensation funds for any possible    
victims. Proof of Claim forms must be filed no later than 
November 16. 

Access claim forms provided by the GCFA   
legal department. 

FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

Health Benefits 

 
HealthFlex Annual Enrollment 

Begins Oct. 28 

 
The 2021 benefits enrollment for Health-
Flex participants begins Wednesday,  
October 28 and ends Thursday, Novem-
ber 12. Mailings and emails have been 
sent to participants to help you prepare 
for the process. Video and printable re-
sources can be found on your personal 
HealthFlex WebMD page and on 
the:                                                           
Health Benefits page of the              
Conference website. 

https://www.eocumc.com/finance/bsaproofofclaim.html
https://www.eocumc.com/finance/bsaproofofclaim.html
https://www.eocumc.com/health-benefits/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/health-benefits/index.html


 

Firelands district youth 

   

 
 

Enter to walk or run a virtual 5k/1Mile 

walk anytime between Halloween until 

Thanksgiving Sat. Oct. 31, 2020- Thurs. 

Nov. 21, 2020 @11:59pm in order to  

benefit the LaTannerie Methodist School in 

Haiti and the Manos Juntas Mission in 

Mexico! 

The Basics: 

This event is taking place virtually, so you can walk or run a 5k/1mile 

wherever you are!!! 

The registration fee is $25 for virtual event participation and will in-

clude a t-shirt for everyone who signs up. You can also gather pledges 

or donations to go with your registration fee! 

Mail your registration fee and donations to the Firelands District Office, 

3 Stower Ln., Unit 5 Norwalk, OH 44857. Just be sure to include your 

name and intent to participate in the 5k/1Mile walk in the envelope! 

Make checks payable to the Firelands District and put 5K/1Mile walk on 

the memo line. 

Email Blair Porter @ blairbear72320002@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

mailto:blairbear72320002@gmail.com


IS ON 

DEC 1, 2020 

 DONATE TO A MISSION IN YOUR CHURCH OR COMMUNITY 

 DONATE TO ONE OF THE CONFERENCE HEALTH & WELFARE AGENCIES  
  HTTPS://WWW.EOCUMC.COM/DONATE/INDEX.HTML 

 CANTON CALVARY MISSION | EOC FUND 9151 

 COPELAND OAKS CARE FUND | EOC FUND 9172 

 EPWORTH CENTER | EOC FUND 9140 

 FLAT ROCK HOMES | EOC FUND 9174 

 HEART 4 THE CITY | EOC FUND EOC 9941 

 NEHEMIAH MISSION | EOC FUND 9136 

 OHIOGUIDESTONE | EOC FUND 9173 

 OTTERBEIN MARBLEHEAD SENIOR LIVING | EOC FUND 9175 

 URBAN MISSION MINISTIRES | EOC FUND 9107 

 WEST SIDE COMMUNITY HOUSE | EOC FUND 9933 

 DONATE TO ONE OF THE MANY OTHER MISSION ADVANCES  

    LISTED HERE HTTPS://WWW.EOCUMC.COM/FINANCE/ADVANCE-SPECIAL.HTML 

 DONATE TO TEACH•REACH•BLESS | EOC FUND 9915 

DONATE ON GIVING TUESDAY BY CHECK OR ONLINE AT  

https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html 

https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/finance/advance-special.html
https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html


 



 

Media Center 

The Media Center is featuring the following Advent resources: 

The Journey; Walking the Road to Bethlehem retraces the actual path of Mary and Joseph’s journey 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 

The Christmas Experience is for all of us that find ourselves feeling like it is always winter and never 
Christmas, we find out that we can always trust God’s timing. 

God Came Near; Insights on the Season of Advent reveals profound spiritual truths through vivid recre-
ations of the first Christmas—and engaging stories about Simeon, Saint Nicholas, a shoebox, and more. 

Down to Earth: The Hopes & Fears of All the Years Are Met in Thee Tonight prepares us for God 
coming down as a helpless infant, and for Jesus the son of God intentionally positioning himself as a mere 
servant, identifying with the lowest of lows. 

To reserve these or other resources, call the Media Center at (800) 831-3972 x139 or send an e-mail 
to sarnold@eocumc.com. Browse the resource catalog at www.rqmweb.com/
eocumc. 

Young People’s Ministries 

 

Youth Leaders Network Recharge 
This month and next join via Zoom with others who work with teens and/or young adults to share ideas, 
fellowship, and pray and support one another in ministering to and with young Christians in our             
Conference. 

 Nov. 3 & 17 and Dec. 1 & 15 all at 7:00 p.m. 

 Nov. 5 & 19 and Dec. 3 & 17 all at noon. 
You are also encouraged to follow practicallyhonest4u on Instagram or Facebook for Young People’s    
Ministries updates. E-mail Kaye Wolfinger, director of Young People’s Ministries, with any questions. 

http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=3814&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=4099&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=4552&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=4825&detail=Y
mailto:sarnold@eocumc.com
http://www.rqmweb.com/eocumc
http://www.rqmweb.com/eocumc
mailto:kayew@eocumc.com


 

11/2 Sally Nelson-Olin 

11/8 Brian Oglesbee 

11/16 
Ronald Huff 
Bill McFadden 

11/17 Lorry Mabiala 

11/27 
Theresa Carter 
David Martin 

11/28 Harry Finkbone 

11/14  Nick & Kelsey Orosan 

11/15 Steve & Marqueta Engle 

11/28 Michael & Rebecca Padula 

  

  

10/8 Brian C. Briggs 

10/11 Jeanne Garth 

  

  

   Obituaries 

Oct. 24-Nov-21 2020 District Church Conferences 

Nov. 3 Election Day 

Nov. 10-13 Doug @ Cabinet 

Nov. 25-27 District Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

Dec. 1 
*Church Leadership to be entered into EZRA 
*2021 Annual Church Budget to District office 

Dec. 9-11 Doug @ Cabinet 

Dec. 24-Jan. 1 
District Office Closed for Christmas & New 
Years 



 

Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
www.eocumc.org/firelands 

Contact Us 

 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Doug Lewis 

 

Administrative  

Assistant / Treasurer 

Mrs. Jennifer Kent 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 
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