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  PEGGY WORCESTER TOM WALCHER 

We held our first all virtual Annual Firelands District Conference on Saturday August 22 and many 

of you were able to join us for the broadcast.  While I missed the personal interaction shared during 

a “normal in-person” district conference it was great to have the ability to address our district 

business while still keeping everyone safe.    THANK YOU to all pastors and congregations who 

were able to participate and make our virtual district conference a success! Your patience and 

support is greatly appreciated as we continue to navigate through this shift to virtual interaction.   

 

Here is a summary of the current voting results from the District Conference: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Current vote for Members-At-Large to 2021 AC: 

We will publish final voting results in the October newsletter.   All alternates for Members-At-Large 
to 2021 AC will also be published at that time. 
 
Thank you all for your continued steadfast approach  in finding ways to continue to share our hope 
in Jesus Christ amidst the challenges we face with COVID-19. I look forward to our upcoming SPRC 
and Church conferences, even though they will held remotely it will be a pleasure to interact with 
everyone.  
 
Many Blessings, 
Rev. Doug Lewis 

  THE FIRELANDS      
FLAME 
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DISTRICT BUDGET YES NO 
TOTAL 
VOTES  

TEACH-REACH-BLESS 
DISTRICT RESERVE YES NO 

TOTAL 
VOTES 

Online voting 69 0 69  Online voting 64 3 67 

Paper voting 18 0 18  Paper voting 15 3 18 

Total Votes 87 0 87  Total Votes 79 6 85 

% of votes 100% 0% 100%  % of votes 93% 7% 100% 

TEACH-REACH-BLESS 
CHALLENGE GOAL YES NO 

TOTAL 
VOTES  LEADERSHIP YES NO 

TOTAL 
VOTES 

Online voting 63 3 66  Online voting 67 1 68 

Paper voting 17 1 18  Paper voting 18 0 18 

Total Votes 80 4 84  Total Votes 85 1 86 

% of votes 95% 5% 100%  % of votes 99% 1% 100% 



 

 

PASTOR CONSULTATIONS 
 We are currently in the process of completing Pastor Consultations via Zoom. They 

will be ending on September 3rd. 
 
SPRC CONSULTATIONS 
 SPRC consultations begin on September 8th through October 19 and will be held 

Via Zoom.  Rev. Lewis will be sending out the meeting links for the consultations 
    1-2 days in advance via email.  

     
Click here for the SPRC Schedule or visit the district website 

 
    Please make sure to complete, sign , and return (via email or uploaded into EZRA is  
    preferred) the following forms 2 weeks prior to the SPRC consultation: 

 LCPA– Local Church Profile Annual 
 LCPL-Local Church Profile Long-term  (if over 3 years since updated) 
 CMA-Clergy Ministry Assessment (normally due in May) 

   
Click here for the SPRC Forms  or visit the district website 

 
CHURCH/CHARGE CONFERENCES 
 Church/Charge Conferences will begin on October 24 through November 21 and 

will be held Via Zoom.  More information to come on how we will structure this at 

a later date. 
 
Click here for the Church Conference Schedule or visit the district website 

 
    Please make sure to complete, sign , and submit (via email or uploaded into EZRA  
    is preferred) the following forms 2 weeks prior to the Church Conference  
    consultation: 

1. Omnibus/Leadership Directory 
2. 2021 Clergy Compensation Form 
3. 2021 Housing Exclusion Form (if applicable) 
4. Lay Servant Annual Report (if applicable) 
5. Parsonage Inspection Form (if applicable) 
 

**REMEMBER** Each church is responsible for entering their own Leadership Directory into  
EZRA no later than December 1st.  If you need help, please contact Jenn @ 419-668-6115. 

 
Click here for the Church Conference Forms or visit the district website 

 

https://www.eocumc.com/district-forms/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/firelands/forms.html
https://www.eocumc.com/firelands/forms.html
https://www.eocumc.com/district-forms/index.html


 

**LAY SERVANT NEWS** 
 
All in-person training events are being postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
until after the first of the year.  This includes the training that was scheduled for Oc-
tober 17th @ Norwalk 1st. During this time of adaptation, the East Ohio Conference 
Committee on Lay Servant Ministries has temporarily extended the requirement 
that Lay Servants must complete a refresher or advanced course from three years 

to four years. This applies only to persons whose last course was completed in 2017. However, this 
extension does not change the requirement that every lay servant has to complete an annual report 
for their local church conference. 

CLICK HERE FOR THE LAY SERVANT ANNUAL REPORTS 

The Committee on Lay Servant Ministries will review the format and availability of courses in order to 
provide multiple alternatives for training in our current environment, and BeADisciple.com continues 
to be an excellent resource for online training.  We are also looking into an in-house training alterna-
tive that could be accessed on-line but nothing has been finalized yet.  Updates will be shared as 
they become available. 

Reminder: If you paid for training in the Spring and it was cancelled your money will be applied to-
ward your next training opportunity. 

There may be other in person or on-line training opportunities throughout the other districts so feel 
free to keep checking the EOC lay servants website for updates at:   https://www.eocumc.com/laity/
lay-servants_training.html 

Seminary Offers Online Continuing Education Courses 

 
Register now for two online continuing education classes being taught this fall by 
faculty of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 

Financial Management for the Church – Sept. 14 through Nov. 20This 10-week intensive online 
course supports pastors with their lay leaders who are tasked with overseeing their church’s fi-
nances, but who may not have formal training in financial practices and planning. Explore the plan-
ning process for operating, capital expenditure, and cash budgets, and discuss the long-term fi-
nancial planning process. Learn more and register. 

 
Evangelism for Non-Evangelists – Sept. 16 through Oct. 21This six-week online evangelism course 
introduces you to evangelism as a practice that helps you grow in your faith at the same time you de-
velop the skills to share your faith with others. The course can be taken by individuals or by 
groups. Participation by multiple people from the same congregation is encouraged to build a stronger 
basis for developing a congregational plan for evangelism. Learn more and register. 

https://www.eocumc.com/laity/lay-servants.html
https://www.eocumc.com/laity/lay-servants_training.html
https://www.eocumc.com/laity/lay-servants_training.html
https://www.garrett.edu/connectional-learning/financial-management-church
https://www.garrett.edu/connectional-learning/evangelism-non-evangelists-0


 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
Shares a Message of  

Encouragement with Clergy 

 
“I know that these last five months have 
been challenging and very exhausting. You 
have given of yourself and you have been 
serving as adaptive spiritual leaders in 
some amazing ways. I am so truly thankful 
for your leadership, for your ministry, and 
for your witness. I recognize that the de-
mand and the energy required of you to 
lead in these unprecedented times can be 
overwhelming. Let me tell you, there have 
been moments when I have felt over-
whelmed.” 

In acknowledging the real feelings of loneli-
ness, anxiety, and despair that clergy are 
experiencing during the pandemic, Malone 
said, “your mental, your emotional, your 
spiritual, your physical well-being, they are 
essential. Your health matters.” 

View Bishop Malone’s message in its en-
tirety. 

EOC CONFERENCE NEWS 

 
 
EOC Annual Conference 

Members to Meet Virtually  
September 26-27 for 

AC 2020 
 

Out of an abundance of care for all mem-
bers of Annual Conference, Bishop Tracy S. 
Malone, after prayerful discernment and 
in consultation with the Extended Cabinet, 
leadership of the Board of Ministry, and 
the Annual Conference secretary, has 
made the decision that Annual Conference 
2020, and the Clergy Executive Session 
that precedes it, will be conducted virtual-
ly on the previously announced dates of 
September 25-27.  Click HERE to read the 
entire article 

AC 2020 & APPOINTMENTS:                      
Annual Conference will meet virtually Sat., 
September 26 and Sun., September 27. 
Clergy Executive Session will meet  
virtually on Fri., September 25. Learn 
more and register for the sessions. Read 
the  
Housing Refund Information state-
ment from Lakeside Chautauqua.  

JUNE 4, 2020EOC NEWS   By 
Rick Wolcott* 

https://vimeo.com/444231330
https://vimeo.com/444231330
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/04/eoc-annual-conference-members-to-meet-virtually-september-26-27-for-ac-2020/
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/housing.html
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/housing.html
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/04/eoc-annual-conference-members-to-meet-virtually-september-26-27-for-ac-2020/
https://eocumcnews.com/author/eocumcblog/


 

TEACH-REACH-BLESS  
 

A Statement from Bishop Malone 

We have an opportunity to assist in the education of female students at Africa University, a 
Pan-African United Methodist institution. Increasing enrollment at AU and a lack of on-
campus housing means that some students commute from remote areas and find afforda-
ble off-campus housing, putting them at high risk for living in and being subjected to un-
tenable situations. 

My vision is for East Ohio to build an on-campus women’s dorm that will provide a safe, 
secure environment and a community of support, so that female AU students will be able 
to focus on education without risking their very lives. 

Donate 
You can support the Teach • Reach • Bless campaign and show your commitment to the 
education and wellness of women today for a better Africa tomorrow in one of these ways: 

By Mail: 
Make checks payable to "East Ohio Conference” and write “Teach • Reach • Bless" on the 
memo line. 

Mail checks to: 

East Ohio Conference 
P.O. Box 76019 
Cleveland, OH  44101-4755 

Through Your Church: 
Make checks payable to your church and write “Teach • Reach • Bless" on the memo line. 
Your church treasurer will send the monies collected to the Conference lockbox and in-
clude the church remittance under Fund 9915. 

If you would like to make a commitment to the campaign payable between now and De-
cember 31, 2022, download and print a commitment card, fill it out, and turn it into 
your church office. 

Online: 
An online donation portal is being established and will be available here shortly. 

https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/resources.html


 

EOC               NEWS 

Missions 5K Walk/1-Mile Run 

The Mission 5K Walk/1-Mile Run is a tradition at Annual Conference that raises money for mission projects 
in East Ohio. Annual Conference will now be a virtual session but that doesn’t mean that we have to skip the 
Missions 5K Run/1-Mile Walk. EOC Coordinator of Missions & Community Engagement the Rev. Kathy 
Dickriede and the Board of Missions are encouraging churches or individuals to organize their own walk/run 
events this summer. 

Traditionally, funds raised from the Run/Walk benefitted the East Ohio Missions Fund 9936, but this year 
you can decide for whom you wish to raise funds. You could promote a mission project in your own church 
or district, or pick a project from our list of Advance Specials. You can  
organize an in-person event or a virtual event. 
 

 

 

 

Learn more about this opportunity. Please e-mail Kathy Dickriede with questions and to let her know you 
are interested in organizing a Run/Walk. She can help you promote your event if you let her know about it in 
advance 

When Disasters Strike, the Local 
UMC Conference and UMCOR  

Provide Relief 
Wildfires in California. High-speed wind derechos in Iowa 
and Illinois. Hurricanes and tropical storms in the Carib-
bean and along the south and southeast shores of the 
United States. When a disaster overwhelms a communi-
ty’s ability to recover on its own, United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) provides essential relief sup-
plies and supports long-term rebuilding efforts. 

Responding to U.S. disasters, UMCOR works with the dis-
aster response ministries of the affected United Method-
ist conference to provide financial assistance, expertise, 
and networking. When lives are impacted by a disaster, 
UMCOR is “early in and last out.” 

Learn about and support UMCOR. 

Learn about EOC Disaster Response ministries. 

RIO BRAVO 
MEXICO 

Dec. 27, 2020-Jan. 1, 2020               
 
Join us for a great week of 
mission at Manos Jumtas  
Mission! 
 
Requirements: passport 
Fees: $400-$500 + airfare 
$100 deposit: July 1 
Final Payment Due: November 
15 
Depart: December 27, 2019 
Return: January 1, 2020 
 
For more information email 
Tammy Kuntz @ 
 
tammylk58@gmail.com 

https://www.eocumc.com/finance/advance-special.html
https://www.eocumc.com/window/MayJunJulAug2020/Mission5KRun1MileWalk.pdf
mailto:kdickriede@gmail.com
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/disaster-response.html


October 9-30, 2020 

Learn & Prepare to Witness & Serve Responsibly 

UMVIM-NCJ •  Tammy Kuntz, Coordinator • 614-325-8741 • ncj@umvim.com • www.umvim.org     

Presenters 
Rev. Ashley Barker-Steele, EO 

Ronda Cordill, WJ 

Karen Distefano, SCJ 

Rev. Evelyn Erbele, GM 

Jennifer Henneman, WO 

Kacie Hopkins,  

Tymera Jackson, NY 

Rev. Mel Kawakami, NY 

Rev. Tammy Kuntz, NCJ 

Rev. Matt Lacey, SEJ 

Rev. Tom Lank, NEJ 

Margaret Madison, WO 

Becky Parsons, GM 

Carmen Ana Pérez, MCPR 

Rev. Paul Perez, MI 

Dr. Glorymar Rivera-Báez , MCPR 

Dr. David Scott, GM 

Rev. Amy Valdez-Barker GM 

Chris Wilterdink, Discipleship 

Rev. Jan Yandell, EO 

Goals for this Mission Academy  

1. Reunite people called to mission 
2. Inform 
3. Train 

4. Energize 
5. Share the Story 

Schedule of Sessions 

October 9 In Mission Together 

October 10 It’s Their Mission 

October 12 Theology of Mission 

October 13 Virtual Missions 

October 14 Youth and Young Adults in Mission 

October 15 
We Never Thought It Could Happen 
Here 

October 16 
Abundant Health: Mission at home; 
hearing and healing deeply 

October 17 UMVIM101 

October 19 
MCPR/Rehace & UMCOR Puerto Rico 
Missions  

October 20 
Transactional vs. Transformational 
Mission 

October 21  

October 22 Team Training (1 of 3) 

October 23 Team Training (2 of 3) 

October 24 Team Training (3 of 3) 

October 26 Environmental Racism 

October 27  

October 28 Global Ministries 101 

October 29  

October 30 I’m a CCW! That’s my Superpower! 

2020 North Central Jurisdiction 
Mission Academy  

 

Descriptions of sessions are listed 

alphabetically by title on the following pages. 
 

All sessions begin at  

2:00pm (EDT) 1:00pm (CDT) 

12:00pm (MDT) 11:00 (PDT) 



E N V I R O N M E N TA L  R A C I S M  OCTOBER 26   REV.  TOM L ANK  

 

 

Have you considered how the environment in which we live adds to the 

challenges of racism? Join this discussion to gain a clearer  

understanding of how where we live creates unique challenges to be in 

mission with our neighbors.  

 

Rev. Tom Lank is trained as a Creation Care specialist and 

serves as the UMVIM coordinator for the Northeastern Jurisdic-

tion. 

 

 

G L O B A L  M I N ST R I E S  1 0 1  OCTOBER 28   REV.  EVELYN ERBELE 

         AND MISSION ADVOC ATES  
 

The GBGM 101 conversation highlights the overarching views and 
structure of the mission arm of the United Methodist Church. This primer 
course introduces the history and purpose of Global Ministries, covers 
the four areas of focus, and details how churches partner with  
missionaries and mission projects around the world. Join us as we  
explore the transformations by God through a life of missional service 
rooted in spreading the love of Christ From Everywhere to Everywhere. 

 

 

Email: EErbele@umcmission.org   

umvim.org/ncjacademy 
A B U N DA N T  H E A LT H  M I N I S T R I E S :  M I S S I O N  AT  H O M E ;  H E A R I N G  
A N D  H E A L I N G  D E E P LY   OCTOBER 16          

BECKY PARSONS AND K ACIE HOPKINS  
 

Ever wanted to put your faith, passion, and understanding of 

health needs together in transformative ministry? Come learn 

about Wildflower Enterprises and the ways caring for creation, 

caring for one another, and believing/listening to survivors can 

transform your church. When we hear survivors and ourselves 

into speech and practice their practical advice about ending 

abuse in our communities they can help the church open up 

and set the world free by facing tough truths, nurturing commu-

nity, setting good boundaries. Come join the conversation even 

in times of pandemic we can be a people bring hope, health, 

and healing.         Email: RParsons@umcmission.org  

              kaciehopkins@gmail.com 

http://umvim.org/ncjacademy


I N  M I S S I O N  T O G E T H E R         OCTOBER 9    REV.  AMY V ALDEZ -BARKER  

 
Rev. Dr. Amy Valdez Barker serves as the Executive Director for Global  
Ministries’ Global Mission Connections Unit.  Her team is responsible for the 
partner relationships across five different regions around the world. In this 
session, Amy will be sharing with us the principles and values that ground 
mission partnerships in a theology of mission aimed at mutuality in  
mission.  We’ll discuss what healthy partnerships look like and what each 
partner needs to do and understand in order to move towards healthy and 
whole mission relationships that further God’s work in the world.  Come learn 
from one another and share with one another the gifts and challenges of  
being in mission together around the world.  
 

Email: avaldezbarker@umcmission.org   

I T ’S  T H E I R  M I S S I O N :  D e v e l o p i n g  a  Yo u t h  D e s i g n e d / Yo u t h  
O w n e d  M i s s i o n  P r o g ra m  OCTOBER 10   REV.  DR.  JAN YANDELL  

 

Rev. Jan Yandell is an elder serving Painesville UMC. She has led many 

youth mission journeys using this model she designed to encourage youth  

leadership.  A manual has been designed to take leaders and youth through a 

month-by-month process of creating a mission journey that is led by the youth 

every step of the way!  The seminar will share how it works and a free manual 

will be sent to you so you can begin your own Youth Designed/Youth Owned 

Mission Program.  

 

Email: drjanyandell@gmail.com   

Visit www.umvim.org and click 

on the DONATE  button to 

Contribute to the work of your 

Jurisdiction UMVIM.  

I ’M  A  C C W !  T H AT ’S  M Y  S U P E R P O W E R !    OCTOBER 30  

       JENNIFER HENNEM AN AND M ARGARET M ADISON  
 

 

Have you wondered about the acronym CCW? Jennifer 

and Margaret will explore how you can share in this  

superpower! Join the discussion to learn about the  

training process, ways to serve, and the joy of being a 

CCW. 

 

 

Email: jhenneman@umcmission.org 

mmadison@4allpeople.net 

umvim.org


T E A M  T R A I N I N G  ( 3  d a ys )   OCTOBER 22,  23,  AND 24     

ROND A CORDILL,  KAREN DISTAF ANO,  GR AY GAM BRILL,TAMMY KUNTZ,  
M ATT LACEY,  TOM LANK  

 
This is the basic course to orient and equip those 
who are planning to journey forth as volunteers in 
God's mission. We will discuss theological and Bibli-
cal foundations for mission, intercultural considera-
tions, planning, budgeting, logistics, health & safety, 
and how to build a mission relationship.  
 

 
Email: wj@umvim.org, scj@umvim.org, info@sej.org, 
ncj@umvim.org, sej@umvim.org, nej@umvim.org 

T H E O L O G Y  O F  M I S S I O N        OCTOBER 12     DR.  DAVID SCOTT  

 
 
What is mission? How does it relate to other practices of the Christian 
life like worship and discipleship? What are the relative roles of humans 
and the Triune God in mission? This session will examine United Meth-
odist theological perspectives on the nature and practice of mission.  
 
 
 
Email: dscott@umcmission.org  

Be part of the next Virtual Mission 

team! Visit www.umvim.org and click 

on Resources, then Virtual Mis-

sions. 

M C P R / R E H A C E  &  U M C O R  P U E RT O  R I C O  M I S S I O N S    
     OCTOBER 19   
DR.  GLORYM AR RIVER A -BÁEZ,  CARMEN AN A PÉREZ   
 

Get the latest news about the United Methodist response in Puerto Rico in part-

nership with Rehace. We will share data of work completed, teams that have 

served and learn how the response is being affected by the COVID  

pandemic. Learn about ways to provide assistance in this time as we wait for 

the opportunity to respond in person again. 

Dr. Glorymar Rivera-Báez and Caremn Ana Pérez lead Rehace, Inc. 

 

Email: grivera@rehace.org  

grivera@rehace.org  

umvim.org


V I R T UA L  M I S S I O N S   OCTOBER 13    KAREN DISTEF ANO  

 
Virtual Missions provide an opportunity to maintain our relationships with  
mission partners around the world as well as creating space for learning about 
new places and establishing new relationships. These mission journeys  
include all aspects of a ‘real’ mission journey, including team meetings,  
cultural research, meal planning, fund raising. Perhaps you shared in one of 
the Virtual Mission journeys to Mexico, Honduras, Tanzania, Dominican Re-
public, or Costa Rica. Join us to learn more about how to lead a virtual mis-
sion team and share your experiences as part of a virtual team.  

 
 

 Email: kdistefano@scjumc.org  

T R A N S A C T I O N A L  V S  T R A N S F O R M AT I O N A L  M I S S I O N  
    OCTOBER 20   REV.  ASHLEY B ARKER -STEELE  

 
How do we determine if our gifts and service are effective to the mission 
work we support? Are we indeed Doing No Harm? Join this discussion 
around best practices of giving and serving.  Topics in this session will  
include the risk of toxic charity, the Oath for Compassionate Service, the 
power of community leadership, and the creation of alternative economies.  
 
Rev, Steele is the director of Urban Mission in Steubenville, OH. 
 
 

Email: asteele@urbanmission.org  

U M V I M 1 0 1     OCTOBER 17     

ROND A CO RDILL,  KAREN DIST AF ANO,  GR AY G AM BRILL,TAMMY KUNTZ,  
     MATT LACEY,  TOM L ANK  

 
What is United Methodist Volunteers in Mission? 
Learn how we fit into the United Methodist alphabet 
soup and what we can do to help your ministry in the 
local church. We will show off some of our newest  
resources and tell you where we are headed!  

  
Email: wj@umvim.org, scj@umvim.org, info@sej.org, 
ncj@umvim.org, sej@umvim.org, nej@umvim.org 

Thank you for sharing in 

the Mission Academy! 



YO U T H  A N D  YO U N G  A D U LT S  I N  M I S S I O N  
      OCTOBER 14         CHRIS WILTERDI NK  
 

 

Chris Wilterdink is the Director of Young People’s Ministry at  

Discipleship Ministries. In 60 minutes of information and discussion, 

we’ll discover current trends among young people that impact their  

ability to participate in mission and service. We will also review how 

mission and service can (and should!) be part of a discipleship system 

or faith-formation model for local churches.  

 

 

Email: cwilterdink@umcdiscipleship.org   

W E  N E V E R  T H O U G H T  I T  C O U L D  H A P P E N  H E R E  
      OCTOBER 15   REV.  MEL KAW AK AMI  

 
We said it in Sandy Hook, we heard it in Las Vegas, and Florida and Gilroy. While it may not be a 
“human caused mass casualty disaster,” disasters do happen within churches and their communities 

– weather, pandemic, accidents – that effect the whole community. Rather than be 
caught unprepared, there are ways of intentionally planning for the disaster that no 
one expects. Rather than feeling completely vulnerable, there are conditions that 
can be addressed to give you some familiar ground amidst the welter of emotions 
that threaten to overwhelm you. 
The Rev. Mel Kawakami, now retired Senior Pastor at Newtown United  
Methodist Church at the time of the Sandy Hook School shooting that claimed the 
lives of 20 children and 6 adults, will discuss basic preparations for a  
disaster within your church or community and will save time to answer  
questions. 
Email: melkawakami@mac.com  



 

Firelands district youth 

 
Youth Groups will be starting up again on September 16th! 

 
On September 13th we are having a “Welcome back to youth group bash” 
for high school and middle school youth groups via zoom.  After September 
13th both youth groups will start to meet on a regular basis as follows: 
 
 High School Youth Group: Via Zoom on Sundays @ 6pm 
 Middle School Youth Group: Via Zoom  on Wednesdays @ 6pm 
 
If interested please email Blair Porter,  President of CCYM  for a zoom invite. 
 
Email Blair:  blairbear72320002@gmail.com    

mailto:mailtoblairbear72320002@gmail.com
mailto:blairbear7232002@gmail.com


 

Project Impact 
Join other teens, families, and leaders during the month of October 
in making an impact in the community by serving others as part of 
the first-ever Project Impact. You decide as a youth group, or with 
your family, who to serve and how – while being sure to follow the 
social distancing recommendations of your local health depart-
ment. 

Please report back how you or your group made an impact in the 
community and tag #projectimpact on your social media posts. E-
mail Kaye Wolfinger, director of Young People’s Ministries, sharing 
photos of your Project Impact ministry. The pictures will be used in 
a Project Impact video that can be shared with your congregation. 

LAFAYETTE UMC FAMILY  

MINISTRY 
By: Pat Oberholtzer 
 

Lafayette UMC is starting a family ministry on Wednesday eve-
nings,  starting September 16th from 6:30-8:00 pm.  We would 
like to invite any church who may not have enough children or 
youth to offer their own program. There will be groups for K-12 
students and adults.  The program will be using stories from the 
Old Testament as a basis.  There will be an opening story for all 
ages, an activity center for those who wish to participate, and 
then breakout discussion sessions. 
 
For more information, please contact the church at 330-723-9633 
or at lafayetteumc1@frontier.com  

mailto:KayeW@EOCUMC.COM
mailto:KayeW@EOCUMC.COM
mailto:lafayetteumc1@frontier.com?subject=Family%20ministry


 

Benefits 
Financial/Benefits Seminar Cancelled 

 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
annual Board of Benefits-hosted finan-
cial/benefits seminar normally held in 
September has been cancelled. 
Please note that those considering re-
tirement in 2021 or 2022 can e-mail 
Benefits Manager Betsy Stewart to ar-
range a personal pre-planning retire-
ment consultation by conference call, 
Zoom, or in an agreed upon meeting 
space with proper social distancing. 

E-mail Betsy Stewart. 

 

                                             ***2021 Apportionments*** 

In a typical year, preliminary apportionment figures for the next year are sent out in July. The preliminary 
apportionment figure for next year (2021) is calculated using data in the Local Church Report from the 
year just ended (2019). Final apportionments are typically mailed to treasurers and pastors by mid-
October. 

This year has been anything but typical. Please make a note of the following changes to the appor-
tionment timeline: 

 Because the vote approving the 2021 East Ohio Conference budget will not take place until Saturday, 
September 26, when Annual Conference meets virtually, preliminary apportionment figures will not be 
processed and mailed until mid-October, at the earliest. 

 Church pastors and treasurers will have a much shorter time frame than they have had in prior 
years to review preliminary apportionments and, if needed, to request corrections.  

 The final 2021 apportionments will be mailed at the end of October or early in November 
 
Pastors, treasurers and others with finance responsibility are encouraged to review their 2019 Lo-
cal Church Reports now to ensure that no changes to them are needed. This will help to ensure 
that 2021 apportionments can be processed and mailed out in as orderly a fashion as possible. 

Financially Support Your Church and 
The UMC During the Pandemic 

 

While most of us continue to worship vir-
tually, it’s important to remain faithful in 
giving our tithes and offerings to support 
our local church and the ministries of The 
United Methodist Church. The next 
scheduled special offering Sunday is 
World Communion Sunday on October 4. 

Each local church sets the dates for two 
other special offerings. The offering for 
Golden Cross Sunday (UMC Fund 9208) 
supports EOC Health & Welfare covenant 
ministries. The DisAbility Awareness Sun-
day (UMC Fund 9212) offering supports 
persons with differing abilities and health 
concerns and calls the Church and society 
to recognize and include all persons. 

Learn more about Special Sunday offerings. 

Learn more about UMC Advance Specials. 

FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

mailto:betsy@eocumc.com
https://www.eocumc.com/finance/special-sundays.html
https://www.eocumc.com/finance/advance-special.html


 

**FREE** 
 

Anyone interested in 7”  Marquee  
letters for a street sign please contact 
Norwalk First UMC @ 419-668-1938. 
Alpha letters, numbers, punctuation, and 
a wood sorting box to store them in. 

Media Center 
The Media Center has recently acquired the following resources: 

Sermon on the Mount; A Beginner’s Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven takes a detailed 
and colorful overview of Matthew 5-7, collectively known as Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount and unpacks how Jesus makes his points using a solid knowledge of Hebrew 
Scriptures and moral teachings. 

 
Take Courage as you study the Book of Haggai, you will learn to walk confidently in your 
calling, stay motivated despite opposition, and courageously invest your life in God’s pur-
poses, trusting Him for results you may never see in this lifetime. 

Galatians; Accepted and Free walks you through Galatians as Paul giving a very passion-
ate and urgent assurance, helping you understand that once you place faith in Jesus, you 
are transformed. You are made new. You are forever a part of the family of God. You are 
fully accepted, and you are free. 

The Names of God; His Character Revealed leads women on an exploration of the many 
names of our triune God —from El and Elohim to Yahweh and its many combinations to 
names such as Abba, Jesus, and Holy Spirit…and many others. 

To reserve these or other resources, call the Media Center at (800) 831-3972 x139 or send 
an e-mail to sarnold@eocumc.com. Browse the resource catalog at www.rqmweb.com/
eocumc. 

http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=5334&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=5335&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=5337&detail=Y
http://www.rqmweb.com/results.asp?q=eocumc&resID=5338&detail=Y
mailto:sarnold@eocumc.com
http://www.rqmweb.com/eocumc
http://www.rqmweb.com/eocumc


 

September 4 & 7 District office closed for Labor Day 

Sept. 8-Oct. 19 SPRC Consultations 

September 25 Virtual Clergy Executive Session @ 9:00 am 

September 26-27 Virtual Annual Conference @ 8:00 am 

September 29-October 1 Doug @ Cabinet 

7/4 Kenneth L. Williams 

7/9 Charles H. Frye 

7/15 Betty A. Bou 

8/7 Robert J. Tolbert Jr. 

8/12 Evelyn Taylor 

Obituaries 

9/4 Patty & Howard Humphress 

9/10 Jane Jacques 

9/11 Randy & Erin Porter 

9/14 Luigi Perez 

9/16 David Clarke 

9/21  Pat Schneider 

9/22 Jeremy & Carin Roseberry 

9/23 Robin Dillon 

9/27 
Frank Letterly 
Doug Lewis 

9/28 
Matthew Phipps 
Wendy Brown 

Birthdays &  

Anniversaries 



 

Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
www.eocumc.org/firelands 

Contact Us 

 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Doug Lewis 

 

Administrative  

Assistant / Treasurer 

Mrs. Jennifer Kent 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 
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